YHBUTO UAS 03204 BCEX, O30PHBIE Pa3OyMEIBaJIM, 3a4eM OHU BOOOIIe COTIaCUIUCh Ha 3Ty aBaHTIO-
py. Ceiliuac eMOHBE HAaXOOWIKCh ¥ 03epa U UCKaJu Clledsl NpeOrBaHUs Mara, a el JIy4lne IogcKas-
Ky, KyZia OH MOT OBl ITOUTHU.

— Axasgmu, Hadura MbI OIIJIA? — CIIPOCUJI CAMBIN XMYphIili. — Celidac Obl iexKanu o1 KOHOUIH-
OHEPOM U UTPalii B KapThl.

— XBaTHUT HHITh, — 000pBas ero cobeceqHuK. — THl 2Ke IeMOH, Tebe HUYEro He OYAEeT OT TaKou
TEMIIEPATYPHL.

— J1eMOHEI TOXKe YYBCTBYIOT, — OH 37100HO 3BIPKHYJI HAa JO30PHOTO. — JTY XKapHILy s YYBCTBYIO
Jyd4Ille, 4eM ThI JyMaelllb.

— Hy nopymaii 0 yéM-HUOynb NPUSTHOM, — IIOKPYTHI pyKaMu AKasgMu. — ¢ BOT IIpefCTaBIsIo,
Kyfa COJIbio omnaty. [lyMalo, CBaJii0 Ha KyYPOPTHBIM OCTPOBOK B YEJIOBEUECKUN MUD.

— Kakoii elé KypopT? — He IIOHSJ IEMOH.

— Hy, Comanu unu Adranucras. [0BopsT, TaM Beceo.

— JlagHo... — AKasIMU OCTaHOBUJICS.

JIy4u COJIHIIE BIIMBAJIUCH B JIUII0 Yepecuyp YyBCTBUTEILHOTO NeMOHA. YIUBUTENILHO, HO V HETo Ma-
JKe MPOCTYIANU KameabKy MoTa. ['Ty60Ko B3MOXHYB, OH OTIIPABUIICS [aJIbIIle.

Briepenu Bcex mna CoHa B COITPOBOXKIEHUY CBOEU CBUTHL. CagKy pa3MaxuBajl pyKaMu, 0 YEM-TO
yBIIeUeHHO paccka3biBasi, Tcybaku mepenBuranach Moiada, HaXofsch paBee, a Llybapa, HEMHOTO OT-
OaMBIIKCh, fyMaja O CBOEM.

I BUTalMCh OHU 110 TEMHO-OPaHKEeBOMY II€CKY, MHOT/Ia II0Tlaflaluch pegKue mpo0IecKy Cephix pac-
TEeHUH. BeTep MPUHOCUI IPUSITHYIO IPOXJIAaAy C 03epa, BpeMsi OT BpeMEHHU IT03BOJISAsl MyTHUKAM €10
HaCJIAOUThCS.

B3arnsuys Ha Lly6apy, CoHa 3aMeTua OfHY fieTajlb, Ha KOTOPOY He 3afiepKajla BHHMaHUe B MIPOII-
JIBIM pa3: Ha Mosice MOKOUIICA Yepemn AeMOHa C 3aKPHITHIMU I'a3amu. Clerka mokayrBasich Ha Kax-
IIOM IlIaTe, OH, Ka3aJ0Ch, MOJIKEH OBIIT YIIACTh, HO AepzKascs O1aromaps X0polieMy KpeIaeHuIo.

«3ayeM OHa B3sa ¢ c060¥ rosoBy? — youBuiaach CoHa. — Hy>KHO CITPOCHUTH>.

— Lly6apa, 3aueM Tebe rooBa fjeMoHa?



— OHa MHe ToHpaBunach, — Ilybapa mormaguia HEMHOTOYHCIEHHEIE BOJIOCH Ha 000K KEHHOU T0-
TIOBE.

— BriGpocs €€, CKopo 3aBOHSET, — Mpou3Héc CamxKu.

— Ily6apa, BHIKUHB T'OJIOBY... — IpHUKa3ana CoHa HEMHOTO YCTaBIIUM TOJIOCOM.

B34aB ronosy B pyky, Llybapa 3agymanack. B3rnsp eé cra nedanbHbIH, Kak-0yATO OHA JIUIIAETCS
Yero-To HOBOTO U IaBHO XKeJJaHHOT0. B To e BpeMs OHa 3agyMarnack, a 3a4eM el, COOCTBEHHO, OHO
HYZKHO.

«3TO HEMHOT'0 CTPAHHO, XOOUThL C YePEIIOM MEPTBOTO IeMOHa, — pa3ayMbiBasa Llybapa. — Tem
posee, He TTOOEKIEHHOTO MHOM».

— JlagHO, — rOJI0Ba MOKaTUIach 10 CKJIOHY BHH3, B 03€DO0.

— [loiimém pmanblile Ha ceBep. MHe KaXkeTcs, TaM CMOXkKeM 4TO-HUOYIb OTHICKaTh, — IIPOM3HECTIa
Coxna.

[TyTHUKY IIPOIOJIKUIIN CBOU IyTh. BEIUASA U3 yILEsIbsi, OHU OKa3aJIuCh B mycTolax. COHIe BbI-
COKO CTOs1J10, YHBIHHE Ha T'Jla3ax JO30PHBIX He CIIafiajio, @ CBUTA, yCTaB TOBOPUTSH, IlepeBUraisach MoJ-
4a.

— YernoBek He CMOXKET MO0 XOOUTh ITOJl TAKUM COJIHIIEM, — IOBOPHJIa OYeBUIHBIEe Bemu CoHa.
— CKopee BCero, OH IIepeXAeT JeHb B ONHOU U3 KOJIOHH. CyAs o KapTe, — OHA PacKphlia eé Tak,
4yTOOBI APYTHE YBUAEN, — OKOJIO HAC TPU ITIOJIBIX KOJIOHHEL.

— OTKyma oHM BOOOIIE B3SIUCL? — crpocut CamxKu.

— Bo BpeMs BOMHHL... — Tcy0aku 000pBaiy, He OaB OTBETUThL Ha BOIIPOC:

— 3JTO0 He BaXHO. 3a JeHb MbI TPOBEPUM UX Bce. OH [OJIXKEH CKPHIBAaThCS TaM. HauHéM ¢ aTou, —
OHa IO0Ka3aJja manbieM. — OHa Onuxke Bcex. B TOM HampaBlieHMH, — yKa3ana pyko#. — OTTyma mou-
IEM o Opyrux. Bcé, ugem.

— JlagHo.

Kommanus moria K mepBo KojoHHe. HUKaKKUX OlmaCHOCTeH, JaXe HaMEéKa Ha HUX, He Owio0. Kak
Y PaCTUTEIbHOCTH UM KUBOTHEIX. CIIyCTS [ONTHeE Yachl X0Ab0Hl IT0Ka3ascs MyTh Ha3HaueHus.

— W 3TO0 Ha3bIBaeTCcs KOJIOHHOM? [Ia 9TO cKaJa.



[Tepeq BHICOKOM U IIMPOKOM KOJIOHHOU CTOs/Ia KOMaHAa CoHbl. TEMHO-KOPHYHEBHIN, IPaKTUUYECKHU
6arpoBHIl IBET TYCKJIO OTPaxascs OT conHua. OCTphle KOHIE HaBepXy MPUTSTUBAY B3TJIA CBOEH
HeOOBIYHOCTHIO, @ €[JBA 3aMETHHIN BXO[I, 3aKPYTJIEHHEIA BHYTPh, CPa3y HACTOPOxKUJI COHY BO3MOXKHOM
JIOBYIIIKOM.

— Tak HanucaHo Ha KapTe.

CoHa u3maneka OCMaTpHuBalia KOJIOHHY. Ee HHTEepPeCOBaJIl BO3SMO2KHEIE CJIebl UIIN 2Ke HaMEKHU Ha
IMPUCYTCTBUE KNU3HU B KOJIOHHE.

— A KapTe CKOJIBKO JIEeT?

— ITapy coten To4HO 6ymeT. [IpurotoBsTeCh. ECIM OH TaM, TO MOXKET HamnacTb. bepéM KUBBLIM.

Kpagyuuch npubaukasch, JeMOHB HAMIPSTINCh ¥ ITPUTOTOBUINCE K XyOlleMy. Brepenu Bcex IIén
Camxu, psgoMm Lly6apa. 3a HUMHU 0O30pHBIE. 3aMBIKau ke apuxkeHue CoHa ¢ Tcybakoi.

He6ombImoi Kopugop ObIT TPeofoneH 0e3 KakKux-Tu00 MPOUCIIECTBUN, U OHU 0Ka3aIuCh BHYTPH
KOJIOHHBI C He0OOJIBINION JEIPKOM HaBepXy, OTKYy/a LIET CBET.

— Hukoro, — mpou3Héc MO30PHHLIH.

OK010 OMHOM M3 CTEH BUOHENCS MYTHBII;I PHUCYHOK, HO 00JIbIIIas CTEeHA 06BaJ'II/IJ'IaCI:, 1 MOXXHO OBI-
JIO TOJIBKO AO0TraJbIBAaTbCHA, YTO 30€Ch H306pa}KeHO.

— ¥Yry, — xmypo npombrdan Camgxi.

— Wpém K cnepyromemy, — npousHecia CoHa.

YHEIIBEIE NTHIIA CO CTOPOHEI JO30PHEIX 1 HE ME€HEE PAJOCTHEIE CO CTOPOHEI CBUTEI CTAJIX OTBETOM.
He 3a0ePXKNUBasCh, OHU OTIIPABUJIMCH OAJIbIIE. OpaH}KeBbIe KaMHH, BIIEPEMEIIKY C ITIECKOM, 3aTpe-
I1any 1mog HoraMu.

[TepBoe BIleyaTieHNe OT IepeMeleHrs B PabrucTaaH KaHyJso MO CKyKou. Eciu paHbIle 3TOT He-
OOBIYHBIM, TEMHO-OPaHIKEBHIY Neli3axk 1 OeCKOHeYHEIe IPOCTOPH! KaK-TO IIPUBIIEKaIH, TO celyac yxKe
HeT. OTCyTCTBHE XKUBHOCTH BOKPYT BOOOIIlE CO37]aBaio BU/I, YTO IEMOHHI, KaK U JII00be Pa3yMHbIE CY-
IIeCTBa, 3eCh OYOYT U3NUIIHMU.

[o30pHBIE CMOTPENY Ha MyTellleCTBHE Kak Ha paboTy. OuepegHOi HEMHTEPECHBIH IeHb: CMOT-
PUIIL B OOHY CTOPOHY ¥ KAEITH BEIXOMHBIX WM oUyepenHyko 3apmiaTy. Hy a 4To eme octaBanocs? Xo-
3sauH — OapuH. Oco0eHHO, ecny MIaTUT. B ymax npoberanu upgeu, Kyaa Obl IOTPATUTh MOTYYEHHYIO
cymmy. JIngHo Ayis ce0si AKassMU PEILIusI, YTO BHIIIATUT JOJIT, OCTaBJIEHHEIN 3a UTPY B JEMOHUYECKHE



KOoCTH. Eciu OBITE TOUHEE — 4acCTh [OJIra.

— 9T0... uT0? — LlyGapa nmokasana IanblieM Kyaa-To B HeOO,.

JIérkuu BETEPOK KaUHYII 61/IpI-O3OBBIe BOJIOCHI JE€BYIIKH, a JEMOHEI PAOOM IIOOHAIN I"OJIOBEHI. Broa-
JIeKe, 9yTh JI1 HU Ha IIpeaejie BUOUMOCTH B He6e, YTO-TO IIOKaA3aJIOCh.

— He 3Ha1, — orBeTuna CoHa Cjierka yCTaBIIUM IrojiocoM. — [Tocmemmm.

He cunbHO 06paTI/IB BHUMAHHKE HA 4YTO-TO IIPOJIETAIOINE BOA/IX, OHU IIPOOOJIZKUIIN IIYTh.

Ioinsi 0o BTOPOii KOMOHHLI, OHM OCTAHOBUJIUCDH. [IOBTOPHB TaKTUKY, KaK B IIPOILILIM pa3, KOMIIa-
HUS 3allljla BHYTPE.

— Hukoro, — cky4yHo npomonsui Cagxu.

— Vry... — noxatBeppuina Lly6apa.

— Emé ogHa — oH monkeH ObITh TaM, — Cka3asna Tcybaku u moporia K CoHe.

Cona Cutpu ke CMOTpena Ha cTeHy. Ha Hell HaXOOuCsS HaCKallbHBIN PUCYHOK, BRIOUTHIN €I1I€ B
He3alaMsTHBIEe BpeMeHa. OH COXpaHMIICS HAMHOTO JIy4llle IIPOIIIOro, HO BCE paBHO HEKOTOPAs 4acTh
OblTa CTEPTA O[T TSIKECThIO BpeMeHU. Bo3MOXKHO, Takue IpeBHUE NEMOHEI, KakK AXKyKa Benb3eBy,
CMOTYT IIPOJIUTh CBET Ha 3Ty UCTOPHIO, HO, K COXKAJIEHUIO, HE CEeTOMHSI.

— T'ocmoxka? — TcybGaku MOCMOTperna Ha PUCYHOK.

Ha mupoKoii, B HEKOTOPHIX MecTax 00pyIIeHHOi cTeHe Oblyla n300pakeHa ClieHa ¥ HeU3BEeCTHHIe
HU [IJI7 KOTO U3 MPUCYTCTBYIONIIUX ITUChMEHA.

Bo riaBe KapTUHBEI HaXOOUJIOCh HEKOE CyInecTBo. Cyns o ODHOMY LIeJIOMy POTY ¥ BTOPOMY Haf-
JIOMJIEHHOMY — 3TO ObIJT JeMoH. BMecTo nuila Ob11 CUMBOII B popMe BOIOBOPOTA, M3-3a Yero Ka-
3aJ10Ch, UTO pora HallellJIEHBl Ha BUXPACTyIo cepy. B eBoil KOrTUCTOM PyKe OH fepzKas TaKou XKe
CHMBOJI, CJIOBHO JIEMOH [IepPXKUT COOCTBEHHYIO TOJIOBY.

[IpaBas nafoHb ObIZIa paCKpHITa U BEITSAHYTA Bliepén. OHa Kak Obl IpUrIalliana APYruX, HO B TO
JKe BpeMsl YyBCTBOBAJIOCh, UTO HUYEM XOPOIIUM [JIsl TOTO, KTO COTJIaCUTCS, 3TO He 3aKOHYUTCS.

Cupern e 0eMOH Ha TPOHe, TIOX0XKeM Ha OOBIYHBIN CTYN C BLICOKOM CIIMHKOU. TOJIBKO BOT Ky4a 4e-
PEroB, KakK MaJIeHbKMX, TaK U OOJIBIINX, KaK YeJIOBeUeCKHUX, TaK U APYrUX HeBOOOPA3UMBIX CYIIECTB
BAJISJIKCE ITOM HoraMu. CaMbIi OO0JIBINOM Ke Yepel HaXOmuIICS 3a CIIUHOM, CMaxuBas Ha Tpoden. Oc-



TaBaJIOCh JIMIIb IMOOUBUTHCA, KaK HEM3BECTHOMY XYONOXKHUKY YOAJIOCh I/I306p331/ITB BCE 9TO BEJIUKO-
JIeIine.

— Ter1 BUmena roe-HUOyAb 9TH NHCbMeHa? — crpocuna CoHa, yKa3aB Ha HaOIIUCh CBEPXY.

— Her, rocnioxa. Hu B 0gHO¥M KHHTe, KOTOPEIE BBl MHE [aBajid, He ObIJI0 HUYEro MOX0XKero, — Tcy-
Oaku cpady xke pemruna s cebst B Onuxkaiiiiee BpeMs UCIIPABUTh 3TOT HEJOUET B 3HAHUSAX.

CUMBOJIHL B BUJI€ PA3HBIX TPEYTOIBHIUKOB HAXOMUIUCH MIPSIMO Hajl TOJI0BOM IEMOHA, Yy Th BHIIIE KO-
POHBI, JIezKaBIIel Ha OgHOM U3 poroB. OHU 00pPa30BHIBAIM OYTY, OKPYKas TPOH.

— He MOry Ipo4ecCTb... — CoHa nhITanach IIpO4Y€eCTh UX C IIOMOIIIBIO JHUaJIEKTHCA.

— locmioxka-a-a, — CafKu CKpUBUIICS, BUOs, yeM 3aHuMaeTcsi CoHa. — [ToxkamyicTa, IOUIEMTE
OasblIle...

— ITogoxkpou.

— A-a, — Cazku BHIIIEN 13 KOJIOHHHI.

«['ocrioxa onsATh 3aHUMAETCS YEPT-NOUMHU-4yeM, — Cafku IHYNI KaMeHb. — U HyKHEI el 9TH Ka-
pakynu? [la uM et Oonblile, 4eM HaM BCeM BMeCTe B3SITHIM, [a elLl€ U OCTaHETCS CTOJIBKO XKe II0
CTOJIBKO K€ pas».

[TpocTosB Tak B yHHIHUY, CafKu, HaKOHeI], 0K AaJICsd BEIX0a OCTaabHEIX. COHA 3ailyMYHUBO ITIOII-
71a BIIEpPeu BCeX.

— Yro Tam 6n110? — Camxku nmomomuén K TcyOakwu.

— He 3na10. ['ocnoxa mpeamnonaraeT, 4To 3TO mIopTpeT CaTaHHI.

— Carannl? — Cafxu B3IJIHYJI 10 HOBOU Ha CTeHy. — Toro... caMoro?

— HWmenno. Toro. CamMmoro, — He MOPTHYB OTBeTH/Ia Tcybaku.

— A-a-a... — Camxu nodecarn 100. — [Ja u modur, — MaxHyJ OH pyKou. — 9 yxKe 3agonbascs xo-
IUTh. 30€eCh elllé CKyyHee, YEM B IIIKOJIE Ha YpOKax.

— TakoBa BOJISI TOCIIOXKMU.



— Taxk-To ma. 1 ¢ CoHO¥ XOTh Ha Kpaii cBeTa, — coryiacuics Camxku. — ToJIbKO BOT HafelCh, Ha
Kparo He OyOeT Tak YHBIIIO.

I[TyTh [0 TpeThel KOMOHHEI 0KA3aJICs CAMbIM IJIMHHEIM. [IpOX0MIsi ouepeiHOe HarPOMOXKIEHIE
KaMHeH, CBUTA yBUela ONUHOKKY KakTyc. OH Ccpa3y ke IMPUBIIEK BHUMaHKE, Pe3KO BHIIEISISACh Ha
dboHe mycToLIeH.

— Kakryc, — npousHecna Lly6apa.

— KakTtyc, — monTBepaun AkasiMu, HO, ITofouas O6mnuxKe, ToKaval rojioBoi. — HeT, He KaKTyc.
9TO KYCT.

— Kakoii KycT, 9T0 KakTyC, — Bo3pa3uin Camxu. — [TocMOTpH, BOH KaKOu MyMmUCTHIH. O, a 3T0
4yTO?

IeMoH B35 B pyKHu Oenyio TKaHb. be3 COMHeHUH, 3TO OBIJT OCTaTOK pyKaBa Cosioca, HeIOBKO IThl-
TAIOLIET0CSI HAJIOMUTh BETKY.

— TToxoxe Ha GONMbHUYHEIM XanaT. Bugumo, oH Ob1T 3mech, — CoHa 00pagoBasacs.

OHa yke 4yBCTBOBaJa, YTO HaXOOUTCS 04eHb 61113K0. OcTanoch Bcero-Hu4ero. B3rmsap yman Ha
KOPUYHEBATYIO BETKY C MaJIeHbKUMHU KallJITMU 3aCTHIBIIIEH KPOBH.

— OH nope3ancsa? — nogyMaina Bciyx CoHa.

— A4 TOBOPHO, 3TO KaKTYC! — H€ YHUMaAJICA Capxu. — Bor, Y HETO ctebenb, — OH IOKa3aJl Py-
Koli. — BoT nBe PYKH, — IIOKa3dJI, KaK PaCXO0OsAaTCAd BETKU B PA3HBIE CTOPOHEI.

— IIa TH YTO, — pa3ApaxkeHHO cKa3aja Akasimu. — EIé pa3 Tebe MOBTOPSIO, 3TOT KAKTYC... Ty
THI, 3TO KyCT Penp-Mu. Cnpiuins? Kycr!

— Penp-Mu? — nepecnpocuna TcyOaku. — Kaxercs, s yutana o HéM. HapkoTuueckuii kyct. Y3
HETr0 BapsAT HAapPKOTUK «PeMu». ITOT KaK pa3 MOX0XK.

— Bor umenno! ITocnyrmai, 4To Teb6e yMHAs JeBYIIIKA TOBOPUT.

Tcybaku MOpruysa, yCbIIaB pegKuil KOMIIMMEHT B CBOIO CTOPOHY. OHa Haxke He OXKMfasa, 4YTo
KTO-TO ITOXBAJIUT €€ MPAaKTUYECKM HUKAKKMe, KaK OHA CYMTasa, 3HAHUS.

— Bce paBHO 3TO KaKTyC... — CTOSITT Ha CBOEM CajiKHu.



— Jla kakas Tebe BooOIIe pa3HUIa, KYCT 3TO UJTK KAKTYC? — MOAKIIOUUIICS BTOPOM JO30PHBIM.
— IlaBaliTe GBICTPEE KOHYUM C TIOMCKAMU U TIOUAEM, — CYAS IO €T0 JIULY, eI YyTh-4yTh — U IeMOH
pacraer.

— Pe0sr... — Llybapa cmoTpena HaBepX. — A 3TO KyCT UM KaKTyC?

— MHe KaxeTcs, 3TO IITUIIA... — HaCTOPOXKEHHO IIPOU3HEC AKASIMU.

— Jla HUXepa, 9TO ApakoH, — CamKu PEIInsT MOCIIOPUTH C JO30PHBIM.

OHo npubnuxanock. TeHb Ha 3eMJie MPOMYaJioch Haj KoMaHmou CUTpu. [[eMOHBI HAMIPSITIIUCS,
IPegYyBCTBYS CaMbIU XyAIIui BapuaHT. Crenas HEOOIBIION KPYT, CYIIECTBO IIPU3EMITHAIIOCE.

[TocrnbImancst FPOX0T, COTPSICUINY Hazke 3eMJTI0 Ha PACCTOSTHUY [IEeCSITKOB MeTPoB. PsmoMm ¢ me-
MOHaAMH CeJio cymecTBo. OrpoMHast ntuila. Ecnu ObITh TOYHEE, TO OfHA U3 PEOKUX IeMOHUYECKUX BU-
BepH. CUNTbHO HeOpyxkemobHoe co3manue. bonbias ynadya ¥, OTHOBPEMEHHO, Heygada BCTPETUThH Ta-
KOT'0 Ha mpocTopax PaOucraaHa.

— OTO 4To, pealibHO JIpaKOH? — He IIOBEPHUJI CBOUM I'Jla3aM Capxu.

— Hy X0Tp He KyCT, — HEPBHO 3aCMessiCca AKasMU.
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