B kaperte, Bo3Bparasiueiics B 2Kemuyxueii [[Bopelr, cugen COHAXKUH, 00TOKOTUBIIUCE Ha MOAYIIKY.

X0Th ¥ HEMHOTO YCTaBIIHH, OH OBIJT B TOPAOM HAaCTPOEHUHU OT TOTO, UTO CETOMHSLIHSAS ayqueHIIUs
IIPOIIIa YCIIEIIHO.

['maBHBEIM Kameprep JIyu GBI B Clle3ax.

— HpOIJ.IJ'IO HECKOJIBKO JIET C TEX IIOP, KaK BEI IBO€ TaK CHaACTJIMBO IIPOBOOUIIN BpPEMHI...

CoemnaTh GOCTOMHOIO OEeOYIIKY TAKUM CUHACTIIMBEIM — BOT HCTUHHBIN IIpuMeED YBaXKEHHUA K CTaPUKAM.

Kpowme Toro, Ha mpockby CoHOKKMHa BO30OHOBUTH 3aHATHSA 110 (hexToBaHKI0 CBITOM MMIIEPATOP
OTBETHUJI CenyoumM o0pa3oM: «Kak npupeT BpeMs, 1 IpHUILio B 2KeMuyxKHbIY [[Bopen
IIOOXOMSIIEr0 YeJIOBeKa».

A oHUM U3 caMBIX OOJIBIINX OOCTUKEHUM CTAJIO0 TO, YTO B OyaylleM eMy He IpUAeTCs 6eCIIOKOUTLCS
0 TOM, YTO €ro U3roHAT U3 Teja! Ypa!l

KapeTa APOCTHO 3aCKpHUIIeJia, KOraa KPYIIHOE TeJl0 3aABUIaJIOCh Tyaa-Coa OT PaaOCTH.

— ITpunn! Yrto npoucxoout! Bece B mopsmke?

YcnrpimaB cHapyku KpUK Kydepa, COHOXKUH OBICTPO BBITPSIMHUIICS U IIPOUYUCTHUI TOPJIO.

— Bce B opsimke! 4 Ha MrHOBeHUE COCKOJIb3HYII C cUfieHbs. He oOpaialiTe BHUMaHM!

[Momope1r. XopoImo BXHUJICS B poib peberka? Kakoi cThif...]

KOpOHL OJEMOHOB, MOJTYABIINHI OO CHX IIOP, HaKOHEIl OTKPHII POT. COHJI}KI/IH PadoCTHO OTBETHUII:

«BOT 4TO 4 Aenato, Korga ocTaioch OguH. Th B mopsgke? [loyeMy Thl TaKOUW TUXUU?»

[Bo3pelicTBue Ha OyIly OBIJIO CIUIIKOM BeNIMKO. MHe Hy2KHO BpeMsi, YTOOBI IPUUTH B ce0sl. ]

[Toxoxke, eMy ¥ IIpaBaa OBIIO I1JI0XO.

[['maBHBIH OBOPEII, 3TO OBLITO MOMCTHHE yXKAacaloulee MeCTo, HalloJTHEeHHOe 00KeCTBeHHOU CUIoH. 5
IyMaj, 4TO YMpPY, YTo OyaIy IOJTHOCTRIO pa3maBiieH. Eciu Ovl 602kKecTBeHHas Cula He Obla
3a0/10KMpOBaHa B TOT MOMEHT, eCJIH ObI 51 0Ka3aJICs IOfI JaB/IeHNEeM ellle HEMHOTO, s OHI...]



«boxecTBeHHas cuila Oblna 3a0710KMpOBaHa?»

B npunnune, CoHAXUH AorafgeiBancs 00 3ToM. CBSITOM UMIIEpPATOP YTO-TO CHeJall, IOJI0KHUB PYKY
€My Ha T'0JIOBY.

[4 He 3HA0, YTO 3a (HOKYC OH IIPOMAEIAl, HO Telleph BOKPYT HAILIUX OYII CTOUT Oapbep.]

«bapbep?..»

[[Toxoxke, oH 06JTaflaeT CBOMCTBOM ITOTHOCThIO OJIOKMPOBATEH AYXOBHYIO 9HEPTHIO, a TAKKe
60kecTBeHHYI0 cumy. Temeps, Haxe ecliv KTO-TO C 00KeCTBEHHOM CUJIOM HAaXOIUTCS PSIAOM, OH He
JKaNnmuT Kak paHblie. TONbKO...]

KOpOJ’Ib OJEMOHOB HEMHOT' O 3akosebascs, a 3aTeM IIPOAOJIZKHUII YIIaBIIKUM I'OJIOCOM.

[TonbKo MOS AyIlla He MOXKET BMELINBAThLCS B IPyTHE AYIIH. ]

«[TomoxxmuTe, 9TO 3HAYMUT...»

[MmenHoO.]

[Tocneimmanocs HEYTO, HAallOMUHAOLIEE B3M0X.

[4 Gorbinie He MOTY OOHaAPYKUBATh OYIIHN. f TONBKO 4TO MONpoOoBan 00HAPYKUTh AYIIHN Kydepa U
PHIIIAPST COITPOBOXKAEHUS, HO HUUET0 He BBIIIO].

Heyxenu equHCTBEHHAas [10JIb3a 3TOT0 apH4 McYye3na? Tenepb OH AEUCTBUTEJILHO IPEBPATUIICS B
YTOJIbKY LIapCTBa AEMOHOB.

KOpOJ'Ib OJEMOHOB B ITOPEIBE THEBA BOCKIIMKHYII.

[Ho Temepb-TO MOKHO XOTh B KAKON-TO CTEIIEHU OTOMTHU OT 3TOT0 Teja? MoxkKeT XBaTUT 00pamaThCs
CO MHOU Kak ¢ Mycopom?]

COHIXUVH IOIIPaBUII 103y U CeJl, T4 B OKHO. B cyMepKax Basy MoKa3aluCh CTEHB 2KEMYYKHOTO
IIBopma 1IBeTa CI0HOBOM KOCTH.

[Tpo11o Bcero HeCKOIbKO AHEH, HO, KaK HU CTPAHHO, OH YyBCTBOBAJ cebs B 2KemuyxkHoM [IBOpIle
YIOTHO, COBCEM KakK [l0OMa.



«[Toka 4To OymeM yTemaThCss TeM, 4TO BelKMIHA. OH 0Ka3aJICs JydIle, 4eM s OyMaJl, ¥ MEl 00a B
0e30IIaCHOCTH».

OpHako KOpoJib JEMOHOB iyMaJjl HHaye.

[Uto? Xopommit yemoBek? Tol B 6e3omacHocTu? Hy ¥ HauBHBIM XKe TH YeJI0BeK...]

CoOH[IKMH pacTepssics: U3 ero ApoxKalllel IyIX BOPYT BIPBaJIOCh YepHOe U T'YCTOe YYBCTBO CTpaxa.

[Ter He moHMMaeIb. Y He MmoMMellb, T0OKa He TPUKOCHEILCS K eTo AyIie].

«?..»

[3T0... 3TO MOHCTP. Kak Takoe MOXKET CYIIEeCTBOBaTh B 3TOM MHUpe?]

«9¥, MOHCTP — 3TO HEMHOTO...»

[CuuTaems, 4To He MOHCTP? HeyXenu TH myMaelb, YTO TOT, KOTO 5, BEJIMKUI KOPOJIb HEMOHOB
['eeHHBI, He MOTY IIOHSTh, SIBJIZETCS OOBIYHBIM YeJI0BEKOM?]

o Takou cTreneHu?

U Bce ke, pa3Be 3TOT YEJIOBEK He OBIJT OTHOCUTEILHO m00p ¢ HuM? OH Jal XOPOIIIHH COBET U CIIac
KOPOJISl IEMOHOB...

Koponb meMOoHOB QBIPKHYI.

[[1d! Heyxkenu TH fyMaelllb, YTO 9TOT MOHCTP He 3HAET, KTO THl TakKoi? Tak mouyeMy OH 0CTaBHUJI Te0s
B JKUBHIX? Pa3Be THI 151 HETO He 3710 AyX, YKPaBIIKUW TEJI0 eT0 ChIHA?]

«['0BOPUTH TO, YTO ST — 37I0¥ [yX, ObIIO GBI MpeyBenuuyeHreM. Pa3Be s cfenan 4To-TO IIJI0X0e?
Heyxenu s KOro-To mpoKJgi, goMorajacs uinu eule 4yto? Het. { Bcero ynuilb BCEIUIICA B 9TO TEJIO, HE
TakK JIu?»

Xa? 4 Benb 3aHAI YyXKOe Teo...

He obpamiasi BHUMaHUS Ha BHE3alHO 1po3pesuiero CoHOKKWHA, KOPOJIb JEMOHOB Hayall ChINaTh
CJIOBAMH.

[K ToMy Ke, 94TO CIIyduTCs, €ClM Hac u3rHaTh? Pa3Be Teno Moppeca He yMpeT B TakoM ciydae? Tak



YTO, faXKe eCJIU 3TO er0 pa3fgpakaeT, OH OCTAaBUT HAcC B IoKoe! K ToOMy Ke, KakK HAWTH AYIILY €Tr0
HACTOSIIEro ChiHa? MoxXeT OBITh, 37101 OyX, YKpaBIINii Tesno, 3HaeT? Benb maTh MOACKa3Ku 00 3TOM
He MOXKeT [aTh KTo-Tu00 Opyroii, Kpome Hac! Pa3Be 3T0 He 03HAYAET, UTO OH Oy[EeT 0CTaBaThCs
PSIOM U IpHCMaTpUBaTh 3a HaMu? A? Pa3Be Thl 9TOTO He MOHUMAaEITh?]

«9U, YCIIOKOUCH...»

Conpxuny 0b1710 He 10 671arocKIoHHOCTH CBITOTO UMIIepaTopa. Ho Ha MTHOBEeHHE eMy IT0Ka3asioCh,
YTO MEX[Y OTI[OM U CBIHOM CYIIECTBYET HaCTOSIIasi CBSI3b.

KoHeuHo, OH He CcTal IOHOCUTh 3Ty MEBEICJIb 10 KOPOJId NEMOHOB. ToT OBIT B APOCTH, KOTOpad
CMEHUJIacCh Cjlie3aMHu.

[CTpaiHo. ITOT TapeHb, OH TaKOW CTPAIIHHIH... ]

[Toka CoHAXUH yCIIOKauBaJl pEIAAIOIIEro KOpPoJis JEMOHOB, €ro KapeTa Bbexala B 2KeMuyKHBII
IIBoper.

He YCIieJI OH OTJIAHYTBCS, KaK BOKPYT OIIYCTHUJIMCh CYMEPKH.

Beuepom 4YMHOBHUK, oceTUBIHNH COHOXKWHA BMECTE C DIUT, O0OBSIBHUII, YTO C CETOTHSIIHETO THS
OrpaHHYEHUs Ha mocernenue 2KeMuyxkHOro [[BOpIla YaCTUYHO CHSITEL
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