[To xpaliHel Mepe, OHO MOJIKHO OBIIIO CTAaTh TAKOBBIM.
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«Y4T0, 4epT BO3bMHU, ITPOUCXOAUT?..» — [ToueMy OH, fyIIa KOTOPOTo Oblyla My4YUTEIHHEIM 00pa3oM
COXKJKeHa, JIeKall B IIOCTEeNH U IepekeBhIBal Kallly, KOTOPOM ero KOPMUJIM C JIOKKU?

[bBa-xa-xa-xa! Bot ymopa! Tsl uTO, pe6eHOK? UTO TH geflaellb C 3TUM CIIOHABYUKOM?!]

«...9T0 candeTKa, IPULYPOK».

[Touemy 9TOT yOIIONOK, KOPOJIb IEMOHOB, KOTOPHIY CKa3aJ, 4YTo 0OJIbIlle HU Yy KOTO He MOSBUTCS Ha
r71a3ax MocJie akTa CaMOCOXKKEHUs, YePTOBCKM I'POMKO Pa3roBapUBaET B UYKUX I0OJI0BaX?

Iymato, HaM He ImoMenIano 6kl BEPHYTHCS Ha OOUH IeHb Ha3af,.

OTKpHIB I'/Ta3a OT OLIYILIEeHWSI MOKPOTO [OJIOTEHIIA, BEITUPAIOIIETO €r0 106, OH YBUAEI OKHUITYI0
JKEHIWHY B IMKAaPHOU OfieXk[e, KOTOpas CMOTpesia Ha HEero ¥ IJjaKasa.

— Moppec! Marnsim! Tel y3HaeIs CBO MaTh?

— Ox, npuHnI! HakoHeN-ToO Bl MPUILTH B ce0s!

COH[IKWH C HeJOYMEHUEM CMOTPETT Ha CYETSIINXCS BOKPYT HETOo Jiofel.

OHM BCe HaXOOU/IKCh B CTAPOMOIHOM ¥ KPAaco4yHOoU KoMHaTe. Cyms 10 BCeMy, 9TH JIIONH,
TIPOSIBIISIBIIIME UYPE3BEIYaHO BHUMATEIFHOE OTHOIIEHHE K HEMY, SIBIISITUCH 00CITyKUBAIOIINM
TIEPCOHATIOM.

CHauana 0OH IOgyMaJ, 4YTO 9TO ObLT 3aTPOOHEBIN MUD.

Toneko YCIIBIIIIAB B I'OJIOBE 3HAKOMBIH I'0JI0C, OH ITOHSII, YTO CUTyallud OBl7Ia HECKOIBKO HEOORIYHASs.

[3i1, He Oymp TakuM Oe30eTbHUKOM, OBICTPO Ipuau B ceOst! Th y2Ke MPoCHYICs?]

YTO 3TO 3a BELICOKOMEPHBIH T'0JI0C?

«Koponbs 1eMOHOB?..»



[O, ThI MeHs moMHUIIB! [TOCKOIBKY 5T HE MOT OTKPHITE IJ1a3a, s MOAyMaJl, YTO MOS [AyIIa IOJTHOCTHIO
paspyieHa. [lymai, Teepb-To TH B Kypce, 4To [Tnams ['eeHHB 04eHb ropsiuee, BePHO?]

«IToueMy uMeHHO OH, yOmonok? [ToueMy Bce He 3aKOHUYUIIOCH ellle Ha HallleM COXKIKEHUU?»

[Croii, cToii. He 6Gecuck. CiokoitHo. Tebe HYKHO IPOCHYTHCS. [OBOPST, YTO HAIIK TYLIX BCE elle
HAXOOSATCSI B HEYCTOMYMBOM COCTOSTHUM. ECTTH ThI COBEPIIHUIIE OIMIMOKY, TO TBOS AYIIa BHIIETUT U3
3TOTO TeJla, B KOTOPOE TH efiBa BOIIIEJL. ]

«YTto TH Hecemwb? Ecnu TpycocTu I'eeHHBI UM MOUX ymapoB Tebe OBIIO HEOOCTATOYHO, 1 OyAy pan
CHOBA MMM C TOOOH ITOMIETUTHCS».

COHIXKYVH IOMILITAICS BCTATh, CKpeXKellla 3y@aMI/I, HO eMy HU4Yero He O0CTaBaJlIOCh, KaK CHOBa JI€Yb.
OTyacTu 9T0 OBIIO CBSI3aHO C TEM, YTO OKPyXKaWIliye UCIIyTaJIuCh U TYT 2K€ CXBATHUJIA €TI0, HO, KdK HHU
CTPAHHO, €ro TeJjio OIIyIIaJIOCh BAJIBIM U TAXKEJIBIM.

Crasno TpymHO OninaTh. ETO KOHEYHOCTH OBIIKA CJIOBHO HENIOJbEMHBIMH.

— Moppec! Uto cnyuyunocsk? Massi, rae v Te6st 60nuT?

— [Tpusnn! IToxanyiicra, yCIIOKOUTECE...

«Otnyctute MeHs! Koponb 1eMoHOB Bce eltle xkuB! MHe HyKHO yOUTh 3TOr0 yO/I0oKa. .. »

[3-9Mm, 311? Y Tebs cefiuac BEICOKOE apTepuabHOe fAaBienre? Torma, Kak TOIbKO TH IPUEIb B cels,
THI CHOBa yMpelIb. A Teneps chenai riny6okui Bgox! Xopoirno? [aBaii-naBaii, HaIpsAru Jierkue! ]

«YT0 3a yywb OH HeceT?! 3aueM 3Tu 100U MeHs yaepxuBaloT?! Otnyctute! OTnyctute MeHs!»

— Ait! — Ha MrHOBeHHEe Moppecy II0Ka3anoch, OyTO ero CIUHY 4eM-TO 000XKTTI0, ¥ ero TOJI0Ba Pe3K0
3aKPYXKUIIACh.

— Moppec!

— Ilpunn!

HacroiiuuBrie KPUKHU OKPYZKaBIIIKUX €T0 noaen YHOCHUIINCE BOallb, X B €I0 I''la3aX IIOTEMHE]IO.

Yepes HEKOTOpPOe BpeMsi COHIXKUH BHOBB Ipuilen B ce0st. OH mo-IpekHeMY Jiexkall Ha TOM XKe MecTe
1 OBIT OKPY2KEeH TEMHU XKe JIIOIbMH.



nu HpOKJ’[HTBIfI T'OJIOC KOPOJId OIEMOHOB, KOTOprfI HEIIOHATHO OTKYyOd B35JICH, OBITI BCE TOT XKe.

[Hamo xe, s myMali, 4TO THI IPOCTO BCIIBUINII, @ THI, IIOX0XKe, ObII cCephe3eH. ]

«THI, Y6J'II-OJIOK...>> — CoHOXuH 37100HO CKPHUITHYII 3Y6aMI/I, " KOPOJIb IEMOHOB IIOCIIEIIHO IIPOOOJIZKHUII.

[Ox, mpocTHTe MeHsI, HOPOToy npuHIl. I OosbIne He OyOy TOBOPUTh HUYETO IIJIOXO0Tr0. YCIIOKOMCS,
nmagHo? [laBa¥ MPOCTO 0 YeM-HUOYIb TOTOBOPUM, [ia-fia, IIPOCTO IIOTOBOPUM. Pa3Be 3T0 He
IpeKpacHo?]

«YT0 UMEHHO, UOUOT?» — AIEKBATHHIN PA3roBOpP MeXOY HUMHU, KaxKeTcs, OB 4eM-TO 3a TPaHbI0
(haHTaCTUKHU.

Opuzako JIu CoHOXMH, KOTOpBIfI BBIPAZKai CBOU T'HEB TaK CHUJIBHO, YTO OaXe 3ayMaJIiCd Ha[ TeM, HE
YMED JI OH TOrda OT 3JIOCTH, Ha YOUBIIEHUE 6I:>ICTpO YCIIOKOHJICSA — MEHee 4YeM 3a ITOJITHA.

Bce merno GBIJI0 B TOM, YTO TEJIO KOPOJIS HEMOHOB yKe cropeno. OT ero AyIiyd OCTanach JIUIIL YacCTh,
[I0X03Kas Ha 00JIOMKH.

«$1 TOHSATHS He uMeJI, KaK BeCTH ce0st ¢ TeM, Yeil eqUHCTBEHHBIN T'0JI0C S CJIBIIIAJ BO BpeMeHa
3710CTU», — M03TOMY MoOppec BCXJIUMIHY U, YCIIOKOUBIINCE, BEICNTyIIaN 00bsICHEHUS KOPOJIs IeMOHOB.

[Mocne ux ¢puHANBHOM OMTBE Tejaa COHOXKUHA U KOPOJIS IeMOHOB OBIIM ITOTHOCTHIO YVHUYTOXKEHEI, HO
II0YeMYy-TO, TOBOPST, [Tnamst ['eeHHBEI HE TPUYUHUIO 0c060T0 Bpema ayine OXOTHUKA ¥ TUXO YTracio.

[Bo3MOKHO, IpoIecc TOpeHus caM o cebe IPOTeK 04eHb OBICTPO, TOTOMY OT TBOEHU AYIIX BCe XKe
YTO-TO OCTAJIOCh, — CIIOKOMHEIM TOHOM IIpou3Hec Kopoinb [leMoHOB. — Bosnblas 4acTe MOEU
6rmaropopHOM gy cropena. IIoHATh HUKAK HE MOTY, IOYeMYy TOTZla THl B OTHOCUTEIbHOM TOPSIIKe. ]

OXOTHUK HHUKaK He OTBETHII.

[Kak OBl TO HM OBIJIO, M3-3a 3TOTO S IOTEPSIJI MOYTH BCIO CBOIO CHUJTy ¥ OCTOMHCTBO. T0, YTO 0CTANIOCh
ceryac, — 9TO JIMIIh OCTAaTKX MOEU ITePBOHAYAJIBHOM TMYHOCTH. KOopoue roBops, ST HUKOTHa He
CMOT'Yy BEPHYTBCS B IIPeKHEE MOJI0KEeHNe MOTYIIeCTBEHHOI'0 KOPOJISl IEMOHOB. |

«Torga, MOXKeT, CTUHeIlb Kyna-Hubyas? 3aueM Tebe eCcTh UyKue MO3TU?»

Koponb meMOHOB B30OXHY, yCibiaB oT COHIKMHA CTOMb JeP3KUN OTBET.

[Hy, Bce He Tak-TO mpoCTO. 3HAJ GBI THI, YUTO s TOIBKO HU mpoboBas! Ho y MeHs Bce paBHO He yaaioCh
ocBoOOmUTHLCS. JIro0ast MOMbITKa Oblyla MyYUTENbHO 00JIe3HEHHOM 13-3a 602KECTBEHHON ayphl BOKPYT



Te6s1. ITO Obl/Ta yKacHast 007Ib, pa3pyIIaBIas ¥ caM COCyHd. MoxKeT, HEMHOTO [T03Ke 0T MOeH IyIIu
BOOOIIIE HUYETO HE OCTAHETCS?]

«Bbe3 pa3Hulls], Bce yxKe IpeapenieHo. Trl [oMkKeH UCYe3HYTh. [IPOCTO UCYE3HYTh. ITO KE COBCEM HE
CJIOKHO».

[Hy Tel 1 yOmtomok! A ecnu Obl THI CaM B TaKyI0 CUTYyaIUIO Iona, M?]

COHJI}KI/IH X0TeJl u30aBUTHCS OT €Tr0 OCTATKOB Oy aKKypaTHO, yTOOHI 6€3 eJII/IHOfI ITBIJINHKH.

Ho KaK MOXHO mo#MaTh U YOUTb TOTO, KTO He UMeeT CYITHOCTH? Torma OHM HUKAK He MOTJIH
BEPHYTHLCSA Ha TO cCaMoe I10jie OUTBHL.

JIu CoHpKMH OB CKJIOHEH MYaThCs 0€3 OrJIsSIOKH, T0Ka Y Hero Oblla 1elb, HO, IT0 KpalHel Mepe, OH
He ObUI TaK OJEePKUM KaKI0! HEBO3MOKHOTO.

CMI/IpI/IBIl[I/ICb C 9TUM, OH Ha4all JyMdThb, 9TO O0JITABIITHI pAOOM C HUM KOPOJIb JEMOHOB OBITT Ha
YOUBJIEHHKE IIOJIE3EH — OH OOJIZKEH OBLJI 3HATH O MHOTOM.

Koposb meMoHOB, mpuIenui B ce0st Ha neHb paHbine CoHmXKKUHA, OBICTPO coOpas JOBOJILHO MHOIO
rH(popMaIuu 00 3TOM HOBOM MUPE U ITOJI0KEHUH, B KOTOPOM OKa3ascsi COHIXKUH.

9710 6b1T 3¢(HEKTUBHBIN CITOCOD 3arITHYThH B UbI0-TO ITaMSATh, HAPSIMYIO CBSI3aBIIKUChH C AYIIOHN, UK
YTO-TO B 3TOM DOJE.

Bnaronapﬂ 9TOMY, JI€2Ka Ha KPOBATHU U HAXOHOACH IO IMTPHUCMOTPOM HI-O}IGI:I, COHI[}KI/IH 6bICTp0 Hadall
Y3HaBaThk O CBOEM TEKYyIIeM COCTOSAHUHU, CyOd I10 (bOHOBOMy IMyMy, KCXOOUBIIEMY OT KOPOJIA OEMOHOB.

I[To ero cimoBaM, 3T0 OBIT MHP COBEPIIEHHO HHOT'O U3MEPEHHUS, JaJIeKui 0T 3eMJIu Ui Mupa
I1eMOHOB.

[Hamr crydai, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, BHIILE] OUYeHb yIauHbIM. Brina 60sbiiast BEPOSITHOCTh TOTO, YTO
MEL PacceeMcsl B ITyCTOTe, HO, KaK HU CTPAHHO, MBI BJIUJIACH B [TTaBHBIA MUp. ]

«YTo0 emie 3a ['maBHBIA MUDP?»

[[Toxm aTum 51 ©Melo B BuAy Oojee BEICOKME U3MepeHus, Hy, moBkuie. OH, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, Ha
HECKOJIbKO YPOBHeH BhIIIe, yeM Curypt-34 unu Mup I[1namenu Bpoge ['eeHHHI. ]

«Curyprt-34? Mup [Inamenu?»



Kopons [1eMOHOB LOKHYJT SI3BIKOM.

[Hazmo ke, Kak0o¥ HEeIIMBUIN30BAHHEIN 3eMISHUH. TH JaXke He 3Haelllb, KaK Ha3EIBAaeTCSA TBOE
n3Mmepenue. CoBCeM, UTO JIH, IOHSATHS He UMeeIllb, KaK OHM paboTaT? f moymkeH OB moragaThcs 00
3TOM ellle C TOr0 MOMEHTa, KaK THI TI0IlIe/I Ha BEPHYI CMEPTh, cpaXasach co MHOU. Hy u Hy... Takux
HEeBeX[I ellle TOMCKaTh Hafo.]

OXOTHHMK MTHOBEHHO I102KaJjIeJl, YTO He U30aBUJICS OT TOJIOBE KOPOJIS MOIKHEIM 00pa3oMm. ITo
KpaiiHel Mepe, OH MoT OBl u30UTh €ro ele 0 TOTO, KakK TOT Okl Hayasl ero moaapa3HuBaTh.

BeposiTHO, TOYYBCTBOBAB YTO-TO KYTKOE, OCTATKH OYIIN KOPOJIS HEMOHOB IporHynH. Korma ox
0CO3HaJI, YTO OHU C TeX 0P OBIIM MPAKTUUECKU eqUHHL C Oy1Io0 COHAXKUHA, OH TYT XKe
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0S IPS3HBIM.

[Kakoii e THl TPYOBIY U HEMPUSATHEIM MapeHsb. Ho Temeps MBI POACTBEHHBIE AYIIIH...]

«3aTKHUCH!»

B o6mem, TeM caMBIM «HM3MepeHHEeM IMoBhIIe» Obla CBsienHas UMmnepus [enbKpocc.

9T0 OBIIIO0 TOCYAAPCTBO, yIIpaBisieMoe CBATHIM UMIIEPATOPOM, KOTOPHIM U3 ITOKOJIEHUS B TIOKOJIEHNUE
TI0JTy4aJt TOKPOBUTENHCTBO BepxoBHOT0 bora; MOryliecTBeHHast UMIIEPHUS CO MHOXKECTBOM
KOPOJIEBCTB U BEJIMKMX KHSIKECTB ITOf] CBOMM HayaJIoM.

Ha ToT MmoMmeHT CBsTOM MMIIEPATOpP HAXOMHUJICS B CEMHAMAIIATOM ITOKOJIEHUH, ¥ OH OB
OMOIOTHYECKUM OTIIOM TeJla, BHYTPH KOTOPOTro oKa3anuch COHIKUH U KOPOJIb IEMOHOB.

HWuaue TOBOD4, OXOTHHUK CTal IIPpUHIIEM. Taxk BoOT Imo4YeMy OTHOIIEHHE mogen K HEeMYy OBIIIO TAKHUM
BE2KJIUBBIM...

[Tenmeps Tebst 30ByT Moppec KneiiH. Tel — TpeTuil IpuHIl ¥ Y€TBEPTHIH pebeHOK CBITOr0
UMIIEpaTopa, KOTOPOMY B 3TOM T'Ofly UCIIOIHSETCS MATHAAIATS JIeT...]

«OH OAPOCTOK?»

[OH o4eHb U3BECTHHIN AypaK.]
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