I'maBa 22. JInoHa ye3xkaeT. PeOekKa Toxke ncuye3iia JaBHLIM-TaBHO.

— JTa Mep3Kas JIeBYOHKa!

MopTu OBIT 04eHb 3071. Y Hero OBIIO [IBa IIAHCA MOAPS OflepXKaTh BepX Hap JIeoHoM, HO Pebekka
cmyTasa eMy Bce KapTel. OH 3aaBaJicsl BOIIPOCOM, CHeJiajia I OHa 3TO CIIeIMabHO.

Pa3wmepimiisas 06 3ToM, OH 3ax0Tell HalTu PeGekKy u cipocuTh ee 06 3ToM. OgHAKo, KOTfia OH
mofoInes K KoMHaTe Pe6ekku, oH 00HAPYKUII, YTO Y ABEPU CTOUT CBETIIO-TOIYyOO0H Gaphep.

— Yt0 5T0?

W3 mo6onbiTcTBAa MOPTH MPOTSHYJ PYKY U OCTOPOKHO KOCHYJICS Gaphepa.

OT KOHYMKOB €T0 IaJiblieB UCXOAUIIO OIIYIIeHHe X0JI0fla, CJIOBHO OH KacaJscs JIeAsTHON CTEeHHI.

OH IOMEITAJICS TONKHYTh CHIbHEE, HO Oaphep He IOoAmaBaCs.

— 3TO YTO-TO BPOJ€e 3alIUTHOTO IuUTa?

MOpTI/I IIOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0st HeMHOT'0 68C1'IOMOH.IHBIM, HO OH sIBHO H€ XOT€JI TaK IIPOCTO YXOOUTE.

— Pebekka, BhIxoqu! — KpUKHYI MOpTH B CTOPOHY 6aphepa, HO He MOIYYUIT HUKAKOT0 OTBETA.

— HpOKHHTaH OJEBYOHKa.

MopTu npobopMoTas 1 MOBEpPHYJICS, 4ToOn yiTH. Kora oH mpoxoaun MUMO KOMHATH JIeOHHI, IBEPh
Obla IIJI0THO 3aKphiTa. OH MONBITAICS OTKPHITE €€, HO Oe3yCIIelIHO.

— Trdy, 4TO IPOUCXOTUT...

MopTH B3[OXHYI, TIOAABUJI CBOE OECIIOKOWCTBO X HEOXOTHO BEPHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY.

B xomHaTe JIeoHE! OHa IpUCIyIIMBaIach K ypandomuMmca maraM Moptu. Iloka JleoHa B3awixana C
o0yierueHueM, B ee rojIoBe BO3HUKAM CJI0KHBEIE MBICIIH.

910 OBITIO He B IePBHIH pa3. Ecu oHa He IpUMeT pelleHue, 9Ta MajleHbKas JbsSBOJIMIIA PAHO UK
TIO3HO MOJTYYUT 3Ty TalHYI0 GOPMYIIY.



B03M0XHO, OHa CrelXabHO MoMelllana UM TOJIBKO YTo.

[Tpu aToit MBICTH JIeoHa ITOYYBCTBOBAJIa pa3gpakeHre, HO He cMorja HabpaThCs CMEJIOCTH.
[ToxonebaBmmmcsr HEKOTOPOE BPeEMS, OHa CHajlach.

— 3aBTpa 5 BEpHYCh B KOPOJIEBCTBO U CIIPOIIY Y BembMbl Odenuu. MoxkeT ObITh, V¥ Hee eCTh KaKOou-
HUOyIb crocod.

[TpunsB pemrenue, JleoHa MOHSA, YTO €€ TIOCTENIbHOE Gellbe yKe MOKpoe. BocioMUHaHUS 0 KapKoi
HOYM, KOTOPAs TOJIBKO YTO 3aKOHYMIIACh, 3aCTABUIIN €€ HEeIPOU3BOJIbHO MIPOTSHYTh PYKY U HEXKHO
KOCHYTBCSI CBOEro TeJla. Ee Teso ciierka 3agpozkao, Kak 0yaTo ee ymapuiio TokoM. OHa MpUKycuia
ryO®l ¥ IporenTajna cebe moj HOC:

— MImroxa.

Ha cremytomiee yTpo, Kak TOJIbKO MOPTHU IPOCHYJICS, V IBEPH €r0 XKaaja ClTyXKaHKa.

— B yem meno? — MopTu 3eBHYN U TIOCMOTPENT Ha CITy’KaHKY, KOTOpast CTOSIIa ¥ [IBEpH.

— Mucc Jleona yexana. OHa nomnpocusia MeHs nepegaTh MOJIOLOMY T'OCIIOAVHY, YTO €€ PaHbl 3aXKUJIH,
¥ OHa [OJI2KHa KakK MOXKHO CKOpee BEPHYTHCS B KOPOJIEBCTBO.

— Ax... — MopTu 0BT HEMHOT'O YOUBJIEH TEM, YTO OHA IIPOCTO yeXxasa BOT TaK.

YyBCTBO I7Ty0OKOT0 COXKaJIeHUsI OXBATUIIO ero cepale. MopTu cierka KUBHYIL

— dcHo.

CnyxaHKa pa3BepHyIach 1 yuia. MopTu TSKeJo B3LOXHYIIL.

XoTs OH ITpoBes ¢ JIeOHOM BCEro IMOIMecsIia, 3a 3TO BpeMs Y HUX ObIJI0 HECKOJIbKO MHTUMHBIX
KOHTAKTOB, OyIb TO HAMEPEHHO UJIU IOl BO3[MENCTBUEM HEYIIPaBIsieMoy CTPacTu. TPygHO OBIIO
CcKa3aTh, UTO OH He coxajyieeT 00 3TOM.

BcromuHas npomuioe, xoTs JleoHa Oblia OUeHb X0JI0OOHA C HUM, a MHOITa faxe Oblyla TacKoBa C HUM,
HO OHa OblJIa JTaCKOBa C OIpeneseHHoi enbio. OMHAKO OHa BCe Xke CIlacila eMy XU3Hb. [lepen TeM,
KaK YTO-TO IIPOM30IIIO0, IPOIlaHe HacTaslo TaK BHE3aIHO...

MopTu GBI HEMHOTO OILIETIOMIIEH.

B 5TOT MOMeHT nBeph B KOMHATy PeOeKKM OTKpHIIaCh, ¥ OHA BHICYHYJIA T'OJIOBY.



— 97? Moptu?

OHa Ha MTHOBeHME 0CTOJI0eHe a, YBUIEB, YTO MOPTHU CTOUT ¥ ABEPH B OIlEIIeHEHUU. 3aTEM OHa
BBIIIIIa U3 KOMHATHI BCe ellle B ofexkae Moptu. OHa mop0exasa K HeMy 60CHKOM.

— Te1 Bugen mucc Jleony?

Korga MopTu yBUzen ee, OH Ipulllen B ApocTh. Ecnu Ol 9Ta napimBas JeBUOHKA He II0CTy4asa B
IBeph MPOLIION HOYLIO, OH U JIeOHA yXKe MaBHO CTalld UHBEIM IEJTHIM.

[Tpu aTo#t MBICTTM MOPTH GPOCUN Ha Hee UCIeNeNSIomuii B3I,

— OHa yuna.

— Vmna? — Pebekka Obinta omenomieHa. — Kyma oHa yirta?

— He 3Haw0. — MopTu pa3gpakeHHO MaxHYJ PYKOi, 3aTeM IIPOUTHOPUPOBAJI €€ ¥ ITOKUHYJI OCOOHSK.

Habmiomast 3a TeM, Kak ero ciuHa ymanseTrcs, Pe6ekka Obljla HEMHOTO 03alayeHa.

— YTO0 30€eCh MPOUCXOOUT?

Ona xoTena IIOIIPOCUTH MHUCC .HGOHy IIOMOYE C 3KCIIEPpMMEHTOM, HO, II0X0ZKe, TEeIIEePhb 3TO

HEBO3MOXKHO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa 3aMeTuJIa TOPHUYHYIO, KOTOPas BHIXO[MIa U3 KOMHATH JIEOHEI C OEXKI0H B
pykax. OHa HeMe[IJIEHHO IIOIIJIa BIEPEN, YTOOLl OCTAHOBUTH €€. "MI3BUHUTE, MOXKETE JIU Bl OJI0TKHUTD
MHEe HEeMHOI'0 OfeXKabl?"

Korga MopTH BhHIILIEN Ha 110JIe, TOPOX, KOTOPHIM OH IIOCAUII BUepa, yKe MPOPOC HeXKHBIMU POCTKaMH.
CkopocTh OblJTa HAMHOT'O BRIIIE, YEM Y KYKYPY3HL. I10 3TOM TEHOEHIIUU OH MOACYUTAII, YTO CMOXKET
IIPOATh MX Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO [IHEH.

"Bay! OHU BBEIpOCIIH TaK OBICTPO".

Pebekka, KoTopas mepeofesnacsk, mobexasna K Hemy. Ha Hell Oblyia ofjexIa TOpPHAYHOM, KOTOPYIO OHA
oOpe3aina. M3-3a e€ HEBEICOKOTO pocTa I00Ka, KOTOpas U3HaydyaIbHO 3aKphiBajla HUXKHIOK 4acTh
JleoHBI, TeTleph efiBa JOXOAUIIa el 10 cepenuHbl Oenpa. OmHaKO pa3pesk Mo 60KaM Okl 00pe3aHH,
II03BOJISISE YETKO BUMETh e€ (promeToBbie TPYCUKHU COOKY. PebGeKKa MOOIPHITHYIA K MO0 | C
yIOUBIIEHHEM ITOCMOTPeJIa Ha caXkKeHIIbl Ha 3eMie. "Kak oHM TaK OGbICTPO BHIPOCTU?"

MopTu BCE ellé cepaucs Ha He€ U MPOUTHOPHUPOBAT e€. 3aMEeTHUB, YTO OH HUYETro He TOBOPUT,
PeGekka emé Gonbliiie cMyTunach. OHa rmopbexasna K HeMy 3a HECKOJIBKO 11aroB. MOPTU OTBEPHYJICS
oT Heé, 1 Pebekka cHOBa morHasa ero.



"TloyeMy Thl UTHOPUPYEILIb MeHSA?" MopTH TOCMOTPEN Ha He€ U 04eHb XOTeJl paccka3aTth, UTO
IIPOU3OIIJIO IPOILION HOYB0, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH He CMOT 3TOr0 cKa3aTb. OH Be[b He MOT CKa3aTh,
YTO €ro BhITHaJa U3 nocrenu JleoHa u3-3a Pebekky, He Tak Jiu?

"Xa..."
MopTu B30OXHYI, TOKa4aJsl TOJI0OBOM ¥ HUYETO He CKa3all.

Opuako yeM OoJibilie OH TakK ce0s BEJ, TeM JIIOOOMBITHEE CTaHOBUIAch Pebekka. IToaTomMy oHa
IPOIOJIKaJIa CIIpaIBaTh. MOPTH PA303/IUIICS ¥ HaKOHeI] 6eCIIOMOIITHO CKa3an: Y MeHs IPOCTO
IIJI0X0e HaCTPOeHue, 1agHo?"

"V te6s1? [110x0e HacTpoeHue?" PeGekKa MOPTHYJIa, CJIOBHO ¥ HEE TOSBUIACh Apyras upes. OHa
IIaTHyJa BIEPEN U TUXO CKa3ana: "Ecnu 9To Tak, TO HacTpoeHue y Tebs yaydmmTcs?"

[Tpexne yeM MopTH IOHSJI, YTO OHA MMeJia B BUAY, OHA Hayasla CTAaCKWUBATh BOPOTHHUK IIJIATHS,
ob6Haxas 00bIIyI0 00/1aCTh OET0CHEKHOM KOXKU U TTy00KOoe JeKonbTe. MopTu Ol ommenoMinéH. OH
He 0XKHMaJl, YTO TAaK Ha3kIBaeMEIH MeTon PeOeKKH [/Is YIydIIeHHs eT0 HaCTPOeHus OyIeT TaKuM.

[TpornoTuB ciI0HY, MOPTH YCTABUJICS Ha €€ I'PYyOb, ¥ B €r0 Cepfille BO3HUKIIO IIPEeABKYIIeHHE,

PeGekka xuTpo yibIbHyIach, €€ 60JbIIMe T1a3a MoaHk yas00K. OHa MPOTSHYIa PYKY U 3alleluia
Kpa¥ CBOero 6I0CTraabTepa, MSTKO TOBOPS: "XO0dellb 3arIsIHyTh BHYTPh?"

MopTH TyNO KUBHYIL

Pebekka paccMmesiniach, e€ JUI[0 HAIOJTHWIOCh CaMOgOBOJIbHOM YIEIOKOM, KaK Oy[ATO e€ IjiaH yHoascs.
"XM, 51 Tak ¥ 3Haja. M3BpamieHen. Thl BCE eIll€ X0Yelllb BOCIIOIb30BaThCI MHOM. MeuTai!"

Tonpko TOorga MopTu OHSJ, YTO 3Ta HeCYaCTHAs [OeBYIIKa HaMepPeHHO Opa3Huila ero. Ha MrHoBeHUe
OH He 3HaJl, CMesIThCS eMy WU IJTakaTh. OH IPUTBOPUIICA Pa3gpakEHHBIM U CKa3asl: "Thl 3Haells,
YTO CIIYYUTCS, €CNTH ThI OyelIb TaK MeHsI CO0Ma3HsITh?"

"Tedy, 51 He Ootock TeOs1". Pebekka BrICYHY A s3bIK. " Mar. Eciu T mocMeellb YTo-HUOYOb COETaTh,
s1 COXKTI'y TBOU sIiIla 0 COCTOSIHUS OpPeBeCHOro yria!" MopTu OACO3HATENIbHO CXKaJjl HOTU U
HEeNOBOJIbHO cKa3as: "Eciu Tel He Oymels co0a3HsATh MeHs, MHe Oy[leT HeMHTepeceH Takou
MaJieHbKUM peOEHOK, KaK TH".

"Trl cam MaJleHbKHi pebeHoK!" PebeKKa THEBHO pa3MaxKBajla CBOMM PO30BHIM KY/IaYKOM, a 3aTeM
CMeHMIa TeMy. "Paccka3biBali, B 4€M CEKPET 3TOTO ropoxa?"

MopTH ToXKe 0TOPOCHUII CBOU UTPHBHIE MBICIIM U paccKa3all el TOT XKe MeTo[, KOTOPHIM OH paHee
paccka3arn Jleone. I'ma3za Pebekku 3abmectenu. "Kakas KocTs? [Tokaxku MHe!"

"Bort, oHO".
MopTu gocTan HaloJIOBUHY IIEPEMOJIOTYIO0 KOCTh C IOJISI PSIAOM C Hel.
Pebekka B3si/la €€ C BOJTHEHHEM U Hadasla TIIATeJIbHO €€ ocMaTpuBaTh. OHA Jake IOHIOXAIa ee.

"OHa Xke He coOupaeTcs OTKYCHIBATh, MpaBaa?" - 3710pafHo mpenmnonoxuil Moptu. K cyacTsio, y
Pebekku He OBIJIO TAKOI0 HAMEPEHHS.

Ionro u3y4uB KOCTh, OHa ITpoOopMoTasa: "ITo 0ObIYHAS 3BepUHAas KOCTh. XMM... KOCTb JIECHOTO



kKabaHna..." IIpobopmoTaB 1po cebst Kakoe-TO BpeMsi, PeOeKKa IOfHSIIa TOJIOBY U C HalexKIou
nocMoTpesia Ha Moprtu. "Tel MOXKeIlb 0TAaTh MHE 3TY KOCTh?"

"Ila KaK xouelnb". MopTH moxar mnedyamMu. B mro60M ciydae, B mogBaje GbIJI0 MHOTO TAaKUX KOCTEH.
"Vpa! Tsl Takoi munsiii!" Pefekka pagoCTHO MOANPHITHYTIA U Opocusiack B ero o0bsaTus. OHa 00HsIa
€ro 3a PyKy, eé ymeI0aolmecs riia3a CMOTPEJIH Ha HeTo.

[Tpu Bume ee pagoCTHOU yIbEIOKM MODPTH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ CTPAHHOE OIIYIIEHUE B CBOEM CEPAIE. ITO
OBIJIO HE TJIOTCKOE YyBCTBO JKEJIaHUS MEeXAY MyKYMHOM U XKEHIIMHOM, a CKOPee YTO-TO TEIIJIOE.

9Ta MajeHbKas OeBoYKa Oblla CJI0OBHO MJIafIIast CeCTpa I10 COCEACTRBY. Ilaxe cam MOpTI/I HEe
3aMeTHJI, KaK B 3TOT MOMEHT JE€BOYKa IIPOMU3BEJId XOPOoIllee BII€eYdaTII€eHUE B TJ'IYGI/IHG ero gyImiu.
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