— Xopoio. — oTBetuna Koneko. — MHe 04eHb HPAaBUTCS IIPOBOAUTE BpeMst ¢ Kypokoi BOT Tak.

— Ha! AranoruyHo, cectpa! — Kypoka Beceno orBetuna. — [Ipoiiio Tak MHOTO BpEMEHHU C TEX 1IOD,
KaK MBI TaK JOJITO IIPOBOJUIIK BpeMsi, IPOCTO NpebriBaHMe 3[eCh C TOOOM IIOYTH JOBOTUT MEHS [0
crnes!

— MoxeT u BCE CTaTh emlé 601ee MUJIBIM U CJIQAKUM? — IIPOKOMMEHTHPOBA [Ipalr, He 0CO3HaBasd,
YTO cHesan 3To Beayx. Ero npucyrcrBue Hanyrano KoHeko, KoTopas rmocmMoTpesna Ha Mcces
pacmupeHHBIMU TN1a3aMu. [JlapeHb Co B3M0X0OM MIOJI0KHUII PYKY Ha CTOJI, ITOKa3biBasi CBOM MEXaHU3M.

— Vcunusatommit MexanusM... — npo6opmorasna Koneko.

— Ila, ¥ OpaKoH, KOTOPHIA UOET C HUM B KOMIIJIEKTe, — OTBeTun [Ipair. — [laBail CHadala
I03HAKOMUMCS TPaBUibHO: 5 [Ipaur U 'ox, Bannuiickuii [Ipakon u HeGecHeiii [Ipakon ['ocrioacTsa.

— Koneko Tom3e. — npousHecna KoHeko, nmpeacTaBuBIINCh. — TaKKe n3BeCTHa Kak Illupone Tonze.

— Cecrtpa Kypoku, na? — ckasan [Ipair, aHanu3upys ee. — EgBa nu cMor OBl ITOHSTD, €CIU OBl TBOS
cecTpa He NOATBEPAUIA Ballle POACTBO.

— Hg4, nouemy, [Ipaiir? — c moOonITCTBOM cipocuia Kypoxka.

— Iymato, g 3Hamw... — ckasan Hccel, erre pa3 B3goxHYyB. [la, OHM OBITM CECTPaAMU, HO KOTIa BBl UX
CpaBHMBAJIY, B OYKBa/IbHO CpaBHUBAIM UX UMeHa: «I[Iupo», 4To 03Ha4aeT «Oemnbiii», 1 «Kypo», 4To
O3HaYaeT «4epHHI». BOT HACKOIBKO OHM OTJIMYAUCh APYT OT ApyTa, 0co6eHHO TernoM. — Ho myutie
OCTaBUM 3TO HE[OCKa3aHHLIM. — CECTPHI, XOTSI UM BCe ellle OBbIJIO JTI000MBITHO, PELIUITN
IIPUCITYIIATHCS K 3TOMY COBETY.

— IIpusiTHO MO3HAKOMUTHCS, KPACHEIN APaKOH. — CKa3asia KoHeKo, mhITasiCh OLITh BeXKJIMBOM 10
OTHOILIEHUIO K [Ipaury.

— Tak ke, HeCMOTPs Ha OypHEBIE BCTpeuu. — [IpaliK OTBETUJI. — f MOMXKEH CKa3aThb, YTO TAKOE
pa3BUTHE COOBITUI — 3TO HEUTO, faXke eC/IM OHO HeoxXupaHHoe. CHavyasa s 0UeHb XOTeJl OTPyraTh
CBOETO0 TTapTHepa 3a pPacKpHITHE ero JIMYHOCTH, HO, OyMalo, B 3TOM 00JIbllle HeT He0OXOOUMOCTH.

— Pa3 Bce 06011710Ch, 3HAYHUT, Y HAC BCE XOPOIIO, ¥ MBI HafleeMCs, YTO THl HU4Yero He CKaxelrs Puac,
Hs! — cka3asna Kypoka, 3acTaBUB CeCTPy HEMHOI'0 B3APOrHYTh. — OU, U3BUHY, S HE X0Tella
HaMeKaTh, YTO Thl Ipefaellls ee, IPoCTo...

— Bce B mopsinke, Kypoka, s 3Hato, 4TO fenialn. — oTBeTusIa KoHeko. — MHe XKaJjib, 4TO g COolrasa eu,
HO 51 He X04y ee IpefaBaTh. KpoMme T0rO, g 3m€ch, 4T0o0H cKa3aTh TeOe Koe-uTo, Mccen.



— A? Cka3aTh MHe uTO0?

— 4... 1, BOBMOXKHO, HallopTauuiaa. — CKa3asa KoHeKo, HeMHOr0 HepBHMYasa. — Korma Buepa TH
npuiien B Kyo, 1 AKeHo monbiTazach OYyBCTBOBATh YTO-TO 0OCOOEHHOE, XOTs ObI HEMHOTO, 5
3a0eCIoKOouIIack, YTO OHU MOTYT 3aMHTEPECOBAThCS TOOOM KaK IOTEHIIMAIbHBIM YJI€HOM I13pa, YTO
MOTJIO TIPUBECTH K TOMY, UTO OHU 0OHaApyKaT, 4To Thl — KpacHtuiit Mmmnepartop [IpakoHOB. MHe
IIPUIIIIOCEH COJITATh ¥ CKAa3aTh, UTO Tl POIUIICS IIOJ HECYACTHOM 3Be3[0M U Y TeOs MPaKTUYEeCKH HET
CHIIHI.

— Ox... Oxxx, ma, pa3o0OpaThcs ¢ 3TUM OyfeT HeImpoCcTo. — ckKa3an Mcceii, TOHUMas, 4TO 3TO
3HauuT. — Ecnu Puac cuuTtaer, 4To 5 ciabak, TO OHa HaxKe He MOAYMaeT O TOM, YTOOLI HAHSTh MEHS
CcBOMM Marom!

— Hra! He roBops yX&e 0 TOM, YTO OHa Ccpa3y Xe pas3rafaerT JIoxks [IupoHe, eciiu TH pacKpoelb
cebs1, kKak KpacHoro Mmmneparopa IpakoHoB! — Kypoka gob6aBusia. — 9TO He XOPOIIIO...

— Ho u He 6e3BBIXOHAsA CUTYyalus. — ckalas Mccell, mpuBiekas ux BHUMaHue. [1o paBpe TroBops,
CoJloMOH fjaBajl COBETH B pekHMe PeasibHOr0 BpeMeHHU, YTOOh ITOMOYb Pa300paThCsl B CUTYalluu. —
Ecnu MBI IpaBUIbHO pa3birpaeM Hallld KapThl, MBI CMOXKEM YMEHBIUINUTh NIOCNIeACTBUS JIXKu Puac u no-
IpeXHEMY TapaHTHPOBATh, YTO 5 Oymy €€ MaroM.

— Kak? — cnpocuna KoHeko, risags Ha HETo.

— Tri roBOpHIIA 9TO paHbllle, ¥ 9TO U3BECTHHIY (PaKT, 4TO ['peMOpU 04eHb XOPOIIO OTHOCSATCS K CBOUM
cinyraM. — Havan Mccet. — OgHAKO JI0Kb €if MOXKET MOBNIUSATE Ha ee JoBepue K Tebe, T03TOMY Th U
6ournibcsi. Ho 4To, ecnu 0KazKeTCsl, YTO KTO-TO APYro¥ oOMaHyI TBOe OBEpHe? — OH XOTell
IIPOJOJIXKUTE, HO TyT BMelanach Kypoka.

— Wnm MBI MOXKeM CKa3aTh el YaCTUYHYIO [IpaBay. — OHa IIPefJjioxkuia, ¥ ronosa Mcces ymnana Ha
croi. JTazxxe CoytoMOH OBITT yaApy4YeH. OTo Oblna... XOpouIas unesi, ecid Obl OHY IOOOUIIN K Hel
IIPaBUJIBHO.

— Hy nagHo, HOBEIM mnaH! — cka3an Mccell, Ha 3TOT pa3 He BOCIIOIb30BABIINCE COBETOM
Conomona. — Kak TONBKO 5T HAUHY XoOouTh B Kyo, 5T mocTapaiock BCTynuTh B Kimy6 OKKYIbTHBIX
HUccnemoBanuii!

— Puac He mo3BonuUT Tebe IPUCOEAUHUTLCS, TIOTOMY YTO OHA CYUTAET, YTO THI CIIUIIKOM ciab. —
otMmeTuna Kouexko.

— HMMeHHO II03TOMY MHE HY2KHO CTaTh CUJIbHEE. — CKa3aJl OH, 3aTeM IIOOHAII PYKY, CO3daBad
HeboJIbITIoe II1aMd, UCIIOJIb3yA CBOIO Marui0 OT'HA. 9T0 HEMHOTO0 03amaunno KoHeko.

— Trl 3Haelb Marui? — oHa MpobopMoTasa BoIpoc, u Mccel MOTYIINII IaMs.



— HewMmHoro, HO s MOT'y y3HaTh 0OJIbIIE. — OH OTBETHJI, UYTO HEMHOT0 CMyTUJI0 KoHeko. — He
BOJIHY#MCS. 3Hall clepyiollee: K TOMy BpeMeHH, Kak s IPUCOeNnHIoCh K Kyo, g momxkeH 6yny yxe
pasobpaThcs ¢ marued. Yto Kacaetcst KpacHoro MmmnepaTopa [IpakoHOM, YTO XK, HAM MIPUAETCS
IIOJOXK[AaTh U TOCMOTPETh Ha 3TOT cueT. Ecnu 51 monmkeH Oymy packphITh ce0si, 1 Mor Obl CoenaTh 3TO
CTUJILHO!

— Hapetocs, y TeOs ecThb XOpOI.T.II/Iﬁ I1aH. — cKa3ana KoHeKO, CKEeIITUYeCKHU OTHOCSCH K er0
IIJ1aHy. OH He OKa3aJcs el CaMbIM I'eHHalIbHBEIM YEeJIOBEKOM Ha CBETE.

— Ou B pabore, llIupoHe, B paboTte. — cka3an Mcceli, mogTBepxkpasa 3T0. — OfHAKO, yBepsito Tebs, 5
HUKOTITIa He OTCTYIIIIO OT CBOETO CJI0Ba; s o0elnasn nmomoyb Tebe u Puac, 136aBUBILUCE OT 3TOTO
npupypka Palizepa, ¥ miaHupylo caepxaTh CBOE CIIOBO.

— ITom ®eHEKCOB CIaBUTCS CBOUMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU K pereHepalny, Hi. — 3aMeTusna Kypoka. — Kak
THI IJIAHUPYEIIb 3TOMY IPOTUBOCTOSATH?

Ha atot Bonipoc Uccen yxmeinbHysicsa. — Hy, Ha caMoOM [iejie BCe 3aBUCUT OT IIpaBUJI Hallleu
MaJIeHbKOH IpaKu.

— YT0-TO MOMCKA3BIBAET MHE, UTO S II0XKaJel0, 4To o6paTuiack K Tebe 3a moMoursio... — KoHeko
B3[IOXHYJIA.

— 91, uMel HEMHOT'O BePHl, X0poIIo? f pBy 3afiHULy, IEITasiCh Tebe moMoub! — ckasan Uccen. —
Kpowme Toro, 5 gena 3TO He TONIBKO AJis cebs unu Puac, Ho U Ojis TOro, YTOOH IPUBUTEL 3TOMY
IPUOYPKY HEMHOTO 34paBoro cMeicia! Cepre3Ho, s, BO3MOXKHO, U U3BpallleHel], HO, 10 KpalHel
Mepe, Y MeHSI eCTb HEKOTOphle CTaHIapTHL.

— 4 odeHsb XOpOoIIo IIOMHIO TBOIO P€Yhb B TOT B€4EepP. — CKa3alla Koneko, ee nmuiio Bce elre ObII0
HEBO3MYTHUMO IIOCJI€ CJIOB Hccesd, HO 10O IIpaBOe roBop4...

Brl nonyuunu 1 ouko otHoueHui ¢ lllupone (Koneko) Toxze.

MenjieHHEIY U YCTOMYUBLIYA BEIUTPHIBAET TOHKMU.

Bpanu ot ropopckoi cyetsl, [Jan6opy u JIeoH cHOBa paboTany Ha OKpauHe ropofa, IyTeIIecTBYS MOf
IIOKPOBOM Bedepa. Mx 1ens Ha 9ToT pa3? [IpocTo ciydaliHas BCTpeda C KeM-To elle. — Y Tebs eCTh
TO, UTO HaM HYKHO? — cipocui [Janbopy, Korga oHU ¢ JIEOHOM OCTaHOBHJIMCH ¥ BCTPETUIIUCE C
[IPYTUM 4eJIOBEKOM. TOT, KTO CTOSIJI Iepef HUMHU, ObLJT OfET B IJIAIl U KAIIOIOH, YTOObI CKPHITh
YepTHL IUIa, OTHAKO II0 T'0JI0CY MOXKHO OBITIO OTIPeNeNuTh, YTO 3TO MyXKYUHa.

— Ectb. Mosi onnata? — crpocun oH, ¥ [JaHO0py BHITAIIUI YTO-TO U3 KapMaHa; KOJIbII0, KOTOPOe
ObLI0 HalIEHO Y OMHOTO U3 OBOPSH, KOTOPHIX OH Pa3[aBuUI BO BPeMs HallafeHus. MyX4YruHa B35 €ero
M OCMOTpeJI, KuBas T0I0BOi. [[BOPSHUH OB ellle KUB, HO TeIleph Y Hero He OBIO pyku. — BoT 4yTo



MHE€ yOaJIOCh Y3HATh: T€X, KOT'O BEI BEICJIE2KHMBAETE, ma? Y Hux elle ecThb YGG}KI/IH.IG B Kyo, HO rge-1o
30€eCh, Ha OKpPAUHe.

— I'me? — cmpocun JIeoH, xkemas OpefeauTb MECTO, HO MyKUKMHa ITI0Ka4asl TOJI0BOM.

— 4 He 3Haw0. Takyio HHGOPMAIUIO UM yAaI0Ch OUEHb XOPOIIO CKPHITh. OJHAKO A 3HAI0, YTO
NOKYMEHTEL C YKa3aHUeM MeCTOII0JI0XKEeHUs IPEANOoI0OKUTEIbHO XPaHUIIACh B YKPHITUAX B Kyo,
npexne 4yeM ux OpPOCHUIH, a Bellld BHYTPU COXKIJIH.

— HTak, 370 Tynuk... — npobopmotan JleoH, HO [JaHOOPY IPOMEIYa.

— 4 Tak He gyMmarlo, JIeoH. — OH cKa3ai. —Eciu MHe paHbIlle yaBaJl0Ch HAUTU HEIIOBPEXKAEHHEBIE
NOKYMEHTHI, BO3MOXKHO, CYIIECTBYIOT U APYTHeE.

— ITa, HO 3HaeM JIM MHI, TOe HaXOAsITCS 3TU Apyrue yOexKuila, KpoMe TOro, B KOTOPOM ThI ObINT? —
cKa3aJl B oTBeT JIeoH.

— MoxeT ObITh, MBI U HE 3HAeM, HO MBI 3HAEM, Y KOT'0, T0X0Ke, 00ybIle nHGOPMAaIMu. — CKa3a
Han6opy, u JIeoH MOHSJ, KOTO OH uMen B BuAy. OH fas 3Hak MHGOpMaLuOHHOMY OpOKepy VUTH,
TIOCKOJIBKY OHHU 3HAJIM, YTO OH IIPOJACT WH(OPMAIIHUIO IIPO HUX 3@ KPYTJIEHbKYI0 CYMMY, €CJIH UTO-
HUOYOb YCIIBIIIUT, TT09TOMY JIeoH 1 [TaHOOPY TOXKe YIIUIH, YTOOH YOEeOUTHCS, YTO UX HUKTO He
YCIIBITLIATT.

— Kpacunit mmepaTop [IpakoHOB. — mpou3sHéc JleoH, risaas Ha [Janbopy. — [IpaBaa, oH, KaxkeTcs,
3HaeT UX MeCTOHaxoxaeHue... OH YHUYTOXKUJI HEKOTOPhIE U3 HUX.

— ITomKHO GBITH, €MY IIOBE3JI0, ¥ OH HAIIEJ KapTy. — cKalan [JaH00py, aHaIu3upyst CUTyalui0. —
[Tpu 3TOM B OJITOCPOYHOM MEPCIIEKTUBE 3TO 06JIerYaeT Halry paboTy. MBI MOXKeM OCTaBUTh 3TO eMy
¥ COCPEeOTOUYMUTHCS Ha JPYTHX BEIlax.

— OcTaBuTh 3T0 €My... [laHOOPY, TH XK€ 3HaEIb, S JOBePsio TeOe, HO 9TO MPHUOPUTETHAS LIe/hb, —
cKa3ain JIeoH, ¥ XOIOOHBIM IIOT CTEKaJ 0 ero nuily. — Twl 3Haelns, KTO y HuxX B mociegHeM
yb6exurie! [Iymaens, 3melt AnaMa 6ymeT ierkuM Bparom st Kpacuoro JIpakona? Oco6eHHO, KOrha
OH TaK MOJIOf?

— 41 3Hal0, HO MOAyMai, CTaphIi APYT: IIOCJIE TOTO, KAK MBI BEIIIOJIHUM 3TY IEJTh, Y HAC TOSIBUICS OBI
JIUITHUH BeC, KOTOPHIHA O Hac 3amennui! — JJaHOopy paccyxkman. — B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MBI HUYETO He
cMoru OBl COeNaTh, IO3TOMY HaM HYKHO OpaTh TO, YTO MBI MOXKEM ITOJTY4YUTh, U UCIIOIh30BaTh
KaXXIyI0 BO3MOXKHOCTb, KOTOpas Y HaC eCTh.

— Yepr! — JleoH BEIpyTaJics ¥ pa3oyapoBaHHO B3J0XHYJ. — Torga xopoiro. Ml mo3BonuM KpacHoMy
IpakoHy 3axBaTUTh yOoexkuie. Yto Torga? YTo Mel cobupaeMcs OenaTh?



— JTO caMoe NIPOCTOE U CaMoe CJIOKHOE, IPYT MOH... [Topa BOpPBATLCS B TIOPEMY CTPOT'OT'0 PEXKUMA.

— ... — JleoH mpoMoyan, ycislaB ero. — Ecnu OB g ellle He 3HaJI, YTO THl YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIHM He
IIyTUT, 5 ObI Ha3BaJl 3TO YYIIbIO.
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