Hccelt BepHYIICS B IPUIOT IIOCJIE DTHEBHOM TPEHUPOBKH, U Aefal 3TO MefjeHH0. OT4aCcTH IOTOMY, YTO
OH yCTaJl, 0TYaCTH M3-3a KPaCUBOT'0 CHEra, IafiaBIero ¢ Heba, a 0TYACTH ITOTOMY, YTO OH
OTIPABJISIJICS OT €IIE OJHOM TOJIOBHOM 00/IH, KOTOPas OTHOCHIACH K 00Jiee Cephe3Hon

KaTeropuu. Terneps ObLJT BeYep, ¥ BEeTEP YCUIIUBAJICS, @ 3HAUUT, MY CJIefI0BAJIO CIEUIUTD B IIPUIOT, HO
OH He MOT He J11000BaThCS MagaloIIM CHeTOM. JTO OBIJIO TAaK KPACHBO B €T0 I'Jla3ax, TakK YHUCTO, TaK
HeBUHHO. COJIOMOH TOXe CMOTPEJT Ha 3TO C TPEIEeTOM, TaK KakK [0 9TOTO CHera IOYTH He BUAEN, HO

I paiir mpocTo He MO XOJIOf,.

[To mpaBze roBops, eMy Bce ellle OBIO TPYCTHO, YTO IpeAcTosAiee PoxxaecTBo oH npoBefeT 6e3 KOoro-
6o, HO [Ipaur u COJIOMOH IIOMOIJIM €My CIPaBUThLCSA C 9TUM. OH MOT CKPHITH CBO€ NIPUCYTCTBUE KaK
Kpacuniii imnepaTop [IpakoHOB, Tak 4TO IPHUIOT ObLI B Oe30macHOCTH!

B KoHIle KOHIIOB OH 106pasics 0o MpHi0Ta, OTKPHIT ABEPD U BOIIEJ BHYTPh, IIOCTABUB CBOIO 00YBb
PSIOM C OPYTUMHU U ITOMI0XKaB, TOKa OHa BHICOXHET. Ho Korga oH BXOMUII B IIPUIOT, K HEMY IIOJ0IIJIa
opgHa u3 MoHaxuHb. — O, Hceli, cnaBa ['ocriony, 9To TH npubb1! — cKa3ana MOHAXUHS, TI0YEMY-TO
IOBOJILHO BECEIO. - 3MeCh €CTh KOE-KTO, KTO XOTeJ OBl TOTOBOPUTE C TOOOM.

— A? Co mHOU? [ToueMy? — crpocusi OH, HO TyT COJIOMOH U [Ipail OKUBUJIUCE.

«YcriHOBIEHUE?» cripocull COJIOMOH.

«9TO KaXkeTCs IOAO3PUTENILHEIM. Y2Ke NOBOJILHO ITO3AHO, U OHM CIIealibHO MPOcAT Mccesi». cKasan
Ipaiir, BeIpazkas CBOI0 03a004ueHHOCTh. «Byab ocTopoxkeH, HMce.»

Hccen CJIyIlIaJl CBOUX HACTABHHUKOB H, IIPpE€XKOe 94eM MOHAXWHS YCII€Jilda CIIPDOCUTL, IIPOOOJI2KUJI. — Oun
IIOIIPOCHUIIN UMEHHO MeHsA? — CIIPOCHJI OH, U MOHAaXWHA Ha CEKYHJY OCTaHOBHUJIIACH.

— Her, He coBceM, HO OBIJIO 1TaHO OOBOJILHO NMOAPOOHOE onmrcaHue! d uMelo B BUAY, UTO ¥ HAC eCTh
Opyrue OEeTU C KallTaHOBEIMU BOJIOCAMU U I'Jla3aMU, HO THl €IUHCTBEHHBIN CO IIIPpaMOM Ha pyKe.

— MOHaxUH4 oTBeTusa, ¥ ConoMoH, [Ipair u gaxe Yicceil OTHECTIUCE K 9TOMY CKenThuuecku. — Ho He
oymem memmuth! [Tomumu! OHa X04eT ¢ TOOOM MO3HAKOMHUTHCS!

He Tepsis BpeMeHH, MOHaxuHs 0TBena Mccest B Opyryio KOMHATY, TIe OH 3aMeTHUJI CTPaHHYIO0
IEeBYILIKY, pa3roBapyBalollyio C agMUHUCTpaTOopoM nputota. YU ConoMoH pa3pensin MHeHue Hcces,
4YTO ero ygusuio. «Kakas Kpacorta!» BOCKIUKHYI COJIOMOH IIpexae, 4yeM [pair B3gOXHYII.

«Yept Bo3bMu, ComnoMon! 4 3Hat0, 4To Tebe HPaBATCS XKEHIIUHBI, HO IIOCTApPanCsl COCPENOTOUUTHCS!
9T0 HeHOpMaJsibHas XKeHIMHa, pa3Be Thl He IOHMMaelllb?» cKa3a [Ipailr BCTpeBoxkKeHHO, U COIOMOH,
u Mccel 3a1enuinch 3a 370, HoO COJIOMOH He COBCeM IMOHsI. «ToYHO, Balllk 4yBCTBa Oomee
OrpaHUYeHH. B TakoM ciiy4dae, I03BOJIbTE MHE CKa3aTh IIPSIMO: OHA CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE CYILECTBO -
HEKOIIO. {1 9yBCTBYIO €€ aypy U 3alax, B 9TOM HeT COMHEHHUN!»

«OHU oIlacCHHBI?» MBICJIEHHO cripocunt Mcceii.



«OueHb, HO 51 He 3Hal0, IT0 KaKUM IIPHYKHAM OHA 3aX0TeJla CBSI3aThCs C TOOOH. ECTh MIaHC, YTO MBI
OBbLTM HEOCTOPOXKHEI, ¥ OHA 3HAET, UTO T KpacHui MMnepaTop [IpakKOHOB, CUTYallKsi, B KOTOPOM ThI
IomKeH ObITh TOTOB MO0 cpaxaThCs, MO0 6exkaTh». cKadas [Ipawr.

«4 cornaceH c [Ipatirom», mob6aBun CooMoH. « Ecnu 3To0... CyIIecTBO TakK OMacHO, KakK Thl TOBOPHUILD,
TOTMa MBI MOJIXKHEL OBITH TOTOBEI! [Jake eCiIi OHA BHITJIIOUT HJOBOJIBLHO MOJIOHO».

«He oOMaHEBIBaliCS BHEIIHOCTLIO!»

[Toka oHM pa3roBapuBaiu, Mcceil BCTPETUICS I'Jla3aMU C AEBYIIKOM, 3aMETUBIIEN €T0

B3rsaa. Hackonbko oH Mor cyauth, ConoMoH ObIn 1paB, oHa Oblla 0YeHb KpacuBoil. Ee opexoBo-
30JI0THIE TJIa3a, XOTh ¥ OBLIM 3HAKOMEI, OH He MOT BCIIOMHUTL, Tie UMeHHO. Ho OH He Mor He
3aMeTUTh ee OfeXOY U TeJl0, KOTOphle JeUCTBUTENIbHO NIPUBJIeKaiu BHUMaHue. [leBylika nepef HUM
Obla ofleTa B CBETIO-TOJIyOble IKMHCH, KOTOpPhble KpacuBO o0erasnu ee 6efipa, U B XOPOIIO CUASIINN
TOII HA €€ TOPCE, OKPAIIIEHHEIN B 3€JIEHBIN I[BET C 3aCTEXKKON-I[BETOUKOM, KOTOPAsi, Ka3asioch,
HEMHOTO 60pOJIach C ee CTPOUHBIM 610CTOM. BoJiock! y Hee ObUIM JIMHHBIE, YEPHBEIE U HA BUT
TJIafikue, a JyeJika Mafasa Haboxk.

— [Ipusert, Manbll. — CKa3ajia OHa, Ipucenas 0o ero yposHsa. — Tel Mcceu? — ee ronoc 3Bydan
IPUSATHO JJIS CliyXa, HO BHyTpu Mcces [Ipaiir moBTOpPsN cBou cioBa. He o6MaHbiBatics. [Toka oHU He
y3HAIOT, 4ero oHa xo4eT, [Ipaiir u ConoMoH nocoBeToBany Ycceio OBITH 0CTOPOKHEIM.

— IIa, M3M, — BeXKJIMBO OTBeTUN Mcceld, He BUAS CMbIC/Ia yCTpauBaTh 3[iech CiieHy. He To 4T0OH OH
MOT IIPOCTO JOCTaTh CBOM Y CUTUBAOIINE MexXaHU3M ¥ HadyaTh IMaJIUTh BO BCE BOKPYT.

— O, noxXanyicTa, He Hafio TaKuxX (popMaIbHOCTEN. — CKa3ajia OHa, HEMHOT0 ITocMenBasick. — Kpome
TOTO, 9TO 3aCTaBJISIET MEHS Ka3aThCs CTapou. Eciu THI HacTauBaellb Ha TOM, YTOOB! OBITH BEIKJIMBLIM,
10 KpaliHeX Mepe, 30BU MEHS MUCC.

Hccelt KUBHYII F0JI0BOM. — XOPOLLIO, MUCC. — 3aT€M OH IIOBEPHYJICS K afMUHUCTPATOPY U
MOHaxuHe. — YTO IPOUCXOIUT?

— Hy, Hcceli, aTa 10Has nequ Ha caMoM fiejie coOMpaeTcst YCHIHOBUTD TeOsi. OHa creluanbHO
morpocuia Tebs, Be3y4uil MaJb4uK. — CKa3ajl agMUHUCTPATOP. — THI 3[leCh MEHbIIIEe I'0fia, a YKe
efellb B HOBLIM OM

— VcuHOBUTE? — nOBTOpUN Mccel, Taaa Ha AeBYIIKY, KOTOpas IPOCTO YIEOHYIach eMy. — 3Ha4UuT
JIX 3TO, YTO MHE Hy>KHO CMEHUTH (haMUIni0?

— O, s He 3acTaBmo Te0s U3MEHUTD €€, eCJIM Thl HE X04Yellh! — cKa3aja AeBYyIIKa, ©30aBiisis ero oT
OecrokoiicTBa. — Eciu x04eIs, MOXKeIb OCTABUThL CBOIO CTapylo damuiuio. [la, KCTaTH, 4yTh HE
3abnia. Mens 30ByT Kypoka Tonze.



«OHa ykacHO Muina,» 3aMetun ConomMoH.

«Jla, TOKa OHa He Ha4YHeT IIPOMBIBaTh MO3rHU Mccer», CyX0o U CKenThu4eCcKu oTBeTus [Ipaur. OH He
IoBepsy €KasiM, HU KanebKu! Ho 6510 ellle 4TO-TO ¢ HeH, Apyrou 3amnax. OH Ka3aJics 3HaKOMBIM, HO
OH HUKAK He MOT COO0Pa3uTh B UEM [ETIO.

— Hy uro, Hcceit? — MOHaxXuHs IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero CBepxy BHU3. — Kak HacyeT TOro, YTOOH MBI
OCTaBUJIM BaC [ABOWX HaefguHe, YTOOB HEMHOT'O Y3HATh APYT Apyra? ITocie 3TOro MEl MOXKeM 00CYOUTh
¥, HafleloCh, 0POPMUTH YCHIHOBIEHHNE. — Kccel cierka KMBHYJI, 3aT€M MOHaXUHS MOJOIIa K
aJIMUHUCTPATOPY, BEIBES MYXK4YMHY U3 KOMHATHL XU OCTaBUB UX HaefduHe O pa3roBopa. OgHaKo, Kak
TOJIBKO OHH BHIIIIY U3 KOMHATH, Kypoka B3goxHyIa ¢ 06JIeTYeHuEM.

— CrnaBa myxaM, OHU yLIUIM, HS. — CKa3aJla OHa, 3aTeM, K yOuBjeHuto Kcces, y Hee Ha rojioBe
BBIpOCJIa ITapa KOIIaYbUX yIIEeK, a c3aAy - ABa XxBocTa. OHa XUXUKHYJA Hafli HUM, CHOBa IIpHucesia Ha
KOPTOYKHU U yIBIOHyIach eMy. — He BonHYliCS, 1 He Kycaloch!

I'ma3a Hcces ocTaBanuch WIMPOKO PAaCKPHITHIMY, faxe Korga Ipaur u CooMOH Cy3uIv CBOU I'jla3a B
MeHTaNlbHOM Mupe. «Bupums? 4 Tak u 3Hanm!»

«[Tomoxnou CEeKyHOY. HOCMOTpI/I Ha ee YIIN 1 XBOCT... YePpHBI€, COBCEM KadK Y qupamHeﬁ KOIIIKH.»

«Y MeHs OBLIIO IpeIuyBCTBYE HACUET 3TOM KOIIKH, TaK YTO, [yMalo 3TO TaK».

— Tet OvIn1a... — Havasn Mccel, meiTasch ogo0paTh CJI0BA, HO €ro rjla3a IOCTOSHHO OTBOMUIIUCH K ee
yuaMm. OHU BHITTISAEIN OYeHb MIATKUMHM, ¥ OHA CHJejla Ha KOPTOYKaX [I0 ero YPOBHS, YTOOLI OH MOT
INOTSHYTHCS 0 HUX.

— Komka, koTopyto TH nmogoOpana Buepa? Ito Oklia s, ga, Ha! — JOBOJIBHO BECETIO IPU3HAJIa
Kypoka. — Cracu60, 94TO BEITAIIMII MEHS U3 XOJIOfa, TH OBIJT 0YEeHb MUJI, ¥ 3@ TO, YTO HAKOPMHUJT
MeHsI, Hsl. — 9TH 3BYKHU «HsI», KOTOPbIe OHA HU3[]aBajla, TOXe ObLIU JOBOJIHHO MUJILIMHU.

«Hccen, nocnymay MeHs,» cKa3an COIOMOH, HauWHas BXKUBAThCSA B CBOIO POJIb. «3afad er 9TU
BOIIPOCHI».

Hccent ¢ momoinpio ConoMoHa Hayasl 3afilaBaTh Kypoke HeCKOJIbKO BOIIPOCcOB. — [Toyemy g? —
CIIPOCHIJI OH, ITIOTOM yKa3aJsl Ha ce0si. — [IogeMy THl YCHIHOBIISIEIIb MEeHS? ITO IIOTOMY, UTO 1 KpacHBIH
HmnepaTop [IpakoHOB?

— Tax THI 3Haelb 0 CBOeU cujle, H1? — CHOBa crnpocuia Kypoka, moToM Hayaja Cepbe3HO0

oTBe4yaTh. — Hy, 4aCcTU4HO, HO C OOHOM CTOPOHEHI, S TaK¥Ke X0Tejla 0TOIarofapuTh Te0s 3a TO, UTO THI
MeHS NpUHA. Y yCHIHOBUTH TeOs KaxKeTcs uneanbHou uneei! Ho g TakKe X04y 3TOT0, IIOTOMY YTO
9TO MOMOXKET MHe, HA.



— ITomoub Tebe? Yem? — crnpocun Hccel.

— Hy, g "He Tonbko Hakomoy, HO u Bpogsguun [Ip9B0JI. — OHaA NpPU3HANACh, ¥ YCJIbIIaB 3T0, [Ipaur
B30pBaJics B ronose Hcces.

«UCCEM, OCTOPOXKHEM!» cka3an oH, 3acTaBus Hcces B3aporuyTh. «BPOIAYUE TbABOJIBI —
9TO BO3POXIEHHBIE ObABOJIY, TE, O KOTOPBIX 4 TOBOPUJI TEBE PAHBIIE, HO OHHU JIMBO
CBEXAIJIHU, JIMBO YEUJIU CBOUX XO34EB!»

«ITomoxpmu, [Ipaiir, moxoxe, OHa He XaxaeT KpoBu!» cka3an COJI0OMOH, CTapasich ObITh TOJIOCOM
pa3dyMa. «HMcceit, mpoponxkKay 3afaBaTh BOIIPOCHL!»

— B-6-Opogstunii mbsiBon? — crpocun Mccel, 3ankasicb. — Thl cOexKajla OT CBOET0 X03s1uHa?
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