OHY 3aBEPHYJIH €T0 B OfESIIO ¥ OTHECIIH B MAIIMHY CKOPOM ITOMOIIY, YTOOBI TPOOJIKUTH PaboTy ¢
OCTaJIbHOM YacThIO foMa. [103Ke OHM HAIllJIU ¥ er0 POOUTENEN, K COXKAIEHUIO, BUMl CTOPEBILUX TET
OBbLJT CITUIIKOM XOPOILIO 3HAaKOM IT0KapHbIM. [Toxkap OBl IOTYILIEH B TeUeHNe HECKOJIbKUX YacoB, U
COJIHIIe HayaJio BCXOOUTh. Mccesl yBe3Iu Ha MallllHe CKOPOM IIOMOIIY B OOJIbHUITY, TaK KakK y HET0O
MOTJI0 OBITH ITepeoxyaxkaeHue.

OpHako, TocKoNnbKy Mcceit Obin 663 CO3HaAHUS, 9TO OBITT He OOBIYHBINA COH, KOTOPOI'0 MOXKHO OBIIIO OBI
0XuMAaTh. Y HEro He ObIJIO HU CHA, HX KOIIMapa, YYUTHIBAS CUTYAllM0, ¥ BMECTO 3TOT0 OH OKa3aJiCs B
HEe3HAKOMOM MecTe. Bce BOKpYT OBIJIO UepHBIM, 0e3 MATHHIIIKA KaKoro-nubo apyroro 1useta. OH
OKa3aJiCs 3[Iech BCKOpe IOCJIe TOro, Kak MOTePsi/I CO3HaHUe, 3a/laBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, YTO

mpoucxoguT. CIUIIKOM MHOTO BCETO ITPOU30IIIIO CETOHS BeYepPOM, YTO ero pa3yM He MOT
ob6paboTaTs.

Ho, Bo3M0kHO, 0OH MOT OB TOMOYb. OH OBIJI HE OJMH B 9TOM MeCTe, TaM OBLI KTO-TO eIlle, YeJIOBeK,
KOTOPOTO OH He y3HaBasi. OH OBIJT cTap, 9TO OH MOT CKa3aTh IO ceferouieir 60poe U yCTaabM
ria3aM. MyxuuHa rnepen HuM OblI 0feT B (HOIeTOBYI0 MAaHTHIO C KOPOTKMMH PyKaBaMH, U3-I10[
KOTOPHIX BHITTISIABIBANK Oejble pykaBa. OH HOCHI KOPUYHEBHIHN I0SIC, KOTOPHIH OB 00EPHYT BOKPYT
€ro XKUBOTA, CKPEIIJISs ero ofexXay, ¥ OH JiepKaJl B pyKaX CKUIIETP U3 30JI0Ta C 30JI0THIM IIapoM
HABepXy, YKPaLIeHHbIM JTyYIIMME JParolleHHOCTSIMU, KOTOphie Mccelt Korma-nu0o BUAes, yKa3kiBas
Ha TO, YTO YeJIOBEK mepeqd HuM OblI 04eHb 6oraT. Ho BEIpaXkKeHue ero Juija 03agaydniio

Masb4yuKa. YenoBek mepen HUM, Kak ObIJI0 CKa3aHo paHee, OB CTap, Ha YTO YKa3bIBalia ero
cemeromiasi 00poa, ¥ Ha ero uile ObUTH BUIHE MOPIIUHEL ['71a3a Y Hero ObUIM TEMHO-CHHUE, HO
yCTajble ¥ CMOTPEeNH Ha MaJlbuiKa CBEPXY BHU3.

Ero rosoBa 6blia TOKPHITa 30JI0TOM KOPOHOM, 00py4YeM BOKPYT T'OJIOBHI, CAETaHHBIM U3 30JI0Ta U
MHKPYCTHPOBAHHLIM AParolleHHEIMU KaMHSIMM, KaK U eTro CcKuneTp. KMccei 60scs 3TOro YeaoBeKa,
IIOTOMY YTO OH M3/Iy4all 3peJIOCTh ¥ MyIPOCTh, IIOOOOHEIX KOTOPEIM MaIbYUK HUKOTA PaHbIIe He
BCTpedYaJsl, HO TakKXKe U BJIaCTHOCTb. — [I-IpuBEeTCTBY10? — CKa3asl Mccel, neiTasiCh MOHATh, CMOXKET
JIX OH IIOTOBOPHUTH C YETIOBEKOM.

— Tak. — 4emnoBek 3aroBopu, u Mcceut y3Ham ronoc. — f BUXKY, TH 3Haelllb, KakK IPUBETCTBOBATh
CTapIUINX, MaJIbYMK. — TOH 4YeJI0BeKa OBIJT BeXK/IMBEIM U HECKOJIBKO HOOPHIM I10 OTHOIIEHHUIO K
Mosopomy HMccero. — CKaxXu MHe, 10HOIIQ, rae A? Y KakuM rHyCHBIM UCKYCCTBOM MEHS Clofia
3aHecno?

— Y-yt0? — Hcceit cKazaj, COUTHIN C TONKY. DTOT YeJIOBEK CIparurBai ero 06 atoMm? OH OBITT TEM,
KTO XOTeJI CIIPOCUTh ero! — 4 mymari, BH 3HaerTe... 4 He 3HAL...

MyX4rHa IOCMOTPEeJ Ha MaJb4KiKa, OTMETUB €TI0 BO3PACT, IIOTOM BCIIOMHIII, KaK TOT

npoOymuics. OH BUAeNl CBOUMH T'Jla3aMu OBIM, UAVIIUH U3 IBEPH, OTOHb, U U3 BOCIIOMUHAHUMN
MaJIbYMKa OH y3HaJ 0 KOMHATe, B KOTOPOM OH HaXOmusIcs. BaHHas KOMHATa, MECTO, Tfie JII0Iu
MOIOTCSI ¥ 3aHUMAIOTCS APYTUMHU IMYHBIMU HykfgaMu. OH cIlac Majab4yuKa, HallPpaBUB €Tr0 B 3Ty BaHHY,
myMasi, 4YTO TOT IPU3BaJ ero, YToOk cracTu ce0s1, HO 9TO OBII0 IBHO He TaK. OH HEMHOT'0 3aIyMalics,
noTtupas 6opony.

YuuThiBas, 4TO Manb4yuK He 3HAJ O HEM, My2XK4YKWHa COeJiall BBIBOA, 9YTO OH TO2K€e HUYero He 3Hall. Ob6a



OHM CTa/I¥ XXEepPTBaMM YETO0-TO APYroro. — 9 moHMMalo. — 4ejaoBeK 0TBeTusnl. — CKaXu MHe, KakK Tels
30BYT, IOHOIIA?

— HU-Uccei, cap. Ucceit Xémo. — OTBETHUJ IOHOIIIA.

— OTO cTpaHHOe UMSs. — TPOOOPMOTAN YEJIOBEK, He CIIbIIIa TaKoro uMeHu. OH MoT OHI ellle pa3
IIOPBITHCS B BOCIIOMUHAHUAX MaJlbuMKa, HO IIPEAI0OYUTAll HE CIIMIIKOM BTOPraThCad B YaCTHYIO XKU3Hb
€ro pasyMa. — B Kakol cTpaHe MBI HAXOOUMCS?

— 3emnsg? Bel uMeeTe B BUIYy CTpaHy? MuI B AMOHKHU, CIP, I AMOHEI. - 0TBeTUl HMccel, 1 MyK4uHa
cHOBa 3apmyMaJsics. OH HUKOT[Ia PaHbIIe He CIIBIIAI O SMOHUY, HO, TS Ha MaJbYUKa U €T0 YePTHI,
OH BCIIOMHWJI HHOCTPAHHALIX TOPTOBIIEB XKeJITOro npeTta ¢ JlambHero BocToka. MoxeT OBITE, 3Ta 3eMJIS
fAnonuu OblNa X OTBETBIEHHEM? ManbuuK OeHCTBUTEILHO OB T0OX0XK, HO B TO K€ BPeMS [APYTHUM.

— 4 moHuMal0. — elre pa3 cKa3al 4eJloBeK. — AX, Ifle MOM MaHephl? — OH IIOCMOTpeIl Ha
Manbuyuka. — f naps ConoMoH M3pauss, caMblii MyOpHIA YeJIOBEeK Ha CBETE.

— A? H-Ho-

— Ycnokoiica, Uccenr, 3auKaHie HUKOMY He IIOMOXKET...

— Bul méptBhIli! — ckazan Ucceli, 1 ColoOMOH B3IPOTHYI.

— ¢ 3Ha10. — 0OH CKa3aJi, II0Ka3hbIBasl, YTO OH 3HAJI 0 ero KoOHuMHe. Kak oH MOTr He 3HaTh? B onuu
MOMEHT OH ObIJI Ha CMEPTHOM OfIpe, a B CIEeAYIOIIHH ouyTuics 3ueck! OnHaKO OH [0IXKEH IIPU3HATh,
YTO B 3TOM SITOHCKOM 3eMJie OBIJIO YTO-TO 0OCOOEHHOE 110 CPaBHEHUIO C ero M3paumnem.

— Her, BB yMepniu MHOTO JIeT Ha3an)!

JleT? — ManbuuK, CKaxXu MHe, KaKOU cerddac rofi! — HacTor4uBO cupocusl COIOMOH.

— 910 2011 mocne poxmenust Xpucra, cap! — Mccelt oTBeTus, 3aTeM HabII0man 3a KOPoJieM, Kormaa
TOT 3a[IOXHYJICS OT II0OKa, faxKe YPOHUB TPOCTh. OH HEMHOT'O CIIOTKHYJICS, ITBITASCh
COPUEHTHPOBATHCS, HO CyMeJl IPUMTH B ce0s1 U YAUBIEHHO IIOCMOTPETh Ha MaJibulkKa. — BhI B
mopsaKe, cap?

— Tet... TH He mxelnb, Mccel. — cka3an ConoMoH, cobupasi Bce BOeAuHO. — f1 MOT'y MOHSTh 3T0. Ho
nocie Xpucra? CeiHa boxbero?

— [a. { He oYeHb PeNUTHUO3€H, HO g 3HAI0 3Ty UCcTOpUi0. KCyc IpuIlien Ha 3eMJTi0, PORUIICS OT [leBHl
Mapwuu 1 BEIPOC, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OB PACISIT PUMISHAMU U MIPOCTHUJI I'PEXH YeJI0BeUeCTBa, TaKUM
00pa3oM II03BOJIMB HAIIMM AYIIaM IOMAcTh B pai! — ckasan HMccel, paccka3biBasi KICTOPHIO, KOTOPYIO



OH CJIBIIIAJI KOT'ga urpai C HpHHOfI. Osna Obl7Ia eIUHCTBEHHOM, KTO pacCCKa3EIBaJl EMY TaKOe€. CeMbs
Hcces cneposana CTAaPBEIM CMHTOMCTCKHM TPAOULXUAM, IIO3TOMY Ha CAMOM [eJjie OHU He OBLIN HU
KaTOJIMKaMH, HU XPUCTHaHaMHU.

— CoiH Boxkuii OMBII Tpexu 4ejioBedecTBa... boxke, 94TO CIIy4uIoCh I0Cjie MOeTo yxofaa. —
npobopmoTan ColIoMOH, MeLjIeHHO coOupas Bce 00paTHO. M3 TOro, YTO OH MOHSJ, OH 00bIle He OB
B CBOEM KOPOJIEBCTBE UJIU [laXKe B CBOEM BPEMEHH, HO Telleph OH Ha TOfbl B OyAyIleM, 3alepTHIi B
tesie Vicces. OH 3agaBajics BOIIPOCOM, IIOYEMY 3TO IIPOU3OILIO0, JyMasi, YT0, MOXeT ObITh, bor
Haka3aJs ero 3a TO, YTO OH OCMENUJICS IPUHECTH B XXEPTBY capaHuy pagu cBoeu [Toxotu, HO 3TOTO HE
MOTJIO OBITh.

Bcio cBO0 XKU3HB IIOCJIE TOM POKOBOM OUIMOKY OH IIBITAJICSI ee UCIPaBUTh. OH MOJIUJICS [eHb U HOYb,
OeJIHUIICS CBOMM O0raTCTBOM M IIBITAJICS CHEJIaTh BCe, YTOOBI CHOBa 06pecTy MuiIoCcTh Boxrwio. Korma
OH TIPUHEC 3Ty KePTBY, bor B35 ero gap MyapoCTH H... mogoxaute. CoIOMOH IMOAHEC PYKY K T'OJIOBE,
YyBCTBYS ce0s Tak XKe, Kak Iepeq XKepTBoIlprHoIIeHueM. Ero MyznpocTs BepHynach? Ho

Kak? [Touemy? Pa3Be 3T0 He ObIJI0 HaKa3aHuEM? Bo3aMoxkHO, 910 Obin cyn? Crocob mnst Bora
IIPOBEPUTH €T0, JOCTATOYHO JIX OH NOCTOMH, YTOOH B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ITPUCOENUHUTLCS K bory Ha
Heb6ecax? OH, KOHeYHO, 60sinicst Hemp [IpeucnongHei. [leMOHBI, KOTOPHIX OH 3aK/TIOUWII B TIOPbMY,
nopaboTU ¥ U3EeBaJICS, YHUKAN U My4uJ, Bce OBIJIM TaM, BEPOSITHO, OXKU/as, KOT{la OHHU Pa30pPBYT
€ero AyIlly Ha 4acTH.

Ecnu Bor cMUIOCTUBHIICS Hafl HUM, TO BCE, YTO OH MOT CHeJlaTh, 9TO M0OIarogapuTh €ro 3a TO, YTO
OH [1aJl eMy 3TOT HOBBIY IIAHC, ¥ YOETUTHCS, YTO OH BHITIOJIHSET CBOM HOJIT, HE OCMENTUBAsCh KOT/ia-
00 CHOBA YBUAETh OOraTCTBO MUK XKeHITMH. Hy, MoXeT OBITh, ¥ HET, YYUTHIBas, YTO OH ObLI HE B
CBOEM TeJle U He UMeJl HUKAKOro KOHTpoJisg. 3aTeM COJIOMOH CHOBA IMOCMOTPeN Ha Mcces, olleHuBast
cutyanuio. Ero poguresnei 6obiie He OBIIO, €70 IOM Cropest, ¥ oH OblT omuH. YTo emy, COTOMOHY,
menaTth C 9TUM peOeHKOM?

Hamnpasnsats ero? Ho Kem Gbl 3TOT peOeHOoK, KOToporo CoJIOMOH HOoJIzKeH OB HAlpaBisATh, U K Y4eMY
€ero cienyeT HanpaBnsaTh? BpeMeHa Ovliu HOoBblE, HO COTOMOH OBLI YBEPEH, YTO CMOXKET

YYUTHCSI. MOXKeT OBIT, 3TO TO, HA YEM OH HOJIXKEH COCPEIOTOYUTHLCS B IIEPBYIO 0Yepenb, Ha
ob6yuenuu. OH MOT paccKa3aTh MalbuMKy 0 CBepXbeCTECTBEHHOM MUPE, @ MaJIbuiK MOT PacCKa3aTh
€My 0 COBpEMEHHOM MHpe, B KOTOPOM OH ceddac oKa3ajcsa. MajlbuuK He 3HaJl HA 0 MUDE, B KOTOPOM
OH 0Ka3aJiCsl, HU O CYIIeCTBaX, CKPHIBAIOLIUXCS B TEHSX.

— Hcceli, cKaxXu MHe, YTO THI 3HAEIIIb 000 MHE? — CIIPOCHUII CosioMOH, HaYHHAs HU3y4adTh, 9TO 3HAET
MaJIb4YHK.
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