Kusiruss ne BauduopuTa ¢ pagocThio mobexkana Obl 3a HOYephio, yaepxKaia Okl ee, BepHya, HO
KHSI3b OCTABAJICS HEIPEKJIOHEH.

— Jlunuana obecuecTua Hallle UMS U IO3TOMY OOJIblIle He TPUHAMJIEXKUT K Halllel ceMbe, — THEBHO
3asBUJI OH, Iperpaxpas xXeHe myTh. — ['ope Tebe, ecyiu TH ellle pa3 oCMeeltb ¢ Hel 00maThes!

— L[esapb, — BCKpHYaJla KHATHUHA, — JIunuaHa ellle COBCEM OUTH!

— [uTs TOCye BCero, 4To oHa chesana?! OHa yXKe CIUIIKOM XOPOIIO MOHUMaeT XKu3Hb! ITycTh
Temeph caMa Bce U pacxiebriBaeT. 1 He xouy Ooblie HUYEro 00 9TOM CIBIIATh! 171 MeHsT OHa
yMepa.

— L[esapb, g mIpomry Te0s Ha KOJIeHSX... OHA MOS OOYb...

— Hert! Tl jaBHO MeHS 3HaelIb, YTOOR IIOHUMATh, YUTO ST HUKOTIa He OoTCTymIock! Korpga s mymato o
TOM, Yero MbI JIMIIUIUC, KOTHa S AyMalo, YTO HaM MPUIETCS MPOaaTh 3aMOK, YTOOBI UCITOTHUTh
Haly 00s3aTeIbCTBA, S YOeXKIaloCch, YTO MOCTYIIHMII CIMIIKOM CHUCXOOUTEIBHO ¢ JIunnaHow!

Kugaruns, Bcerga x[o6p011ymHa${ 1 KPOTKadA, Ka3aJIOCh, I'OTOBa Onblna MMOJYHUHUTHLCS KECTOKOHU BOJIE
MYy2ZXa, HO BOPYT B Hel BCIIBIXHYJIO HETOJOBAaHUE:

— Her, Le3aps! 4 He ocTaBio MO0 fo4b OgHY! TE He CMOXKEIIb 3aCTaBUTh MeHs He IIoMoraTh ei! —
BOCKJINKHYJIa OHa, 6pocasch K IBEpH.

KHs35b, yrpozxKarole HaxMypuB OPOBU, TPEeTPafuil eH myTh.
— Croit, OMMa, eciiy He X04elllb HaBlleyb Ha ce0si MOM THeB!
— [Jlait MmHe pouTu!

— Huxkorpa!

Kusaruns cpenana gBUXKeHWe, OTTONIKHYB My2Ka, YTOOH IIPOUTH K [IBEPH, HO 3a IIOCJIeHUE HECKOIHKO
JacoB OHa Yepecyyp MHOT0 KCIIHITalla BOJTHEHUM: KOMHATa 3aKpyKUJlach BOKPYT Hee, Iepef riIa3aMu
TIOTIJTEIIO YepHOe 00J1aK0, ¥ KOrfla OHa CO CJIaObIM CTOHOM OIYCTHJIACh Ha II0JI, ee OKyTasl TyMaH —
OHa IOTepsiyia CO3HaHMUe.
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Korga OMma e Batiduopura npuiina B cebsi, oHa 00HapyKujia, UTO JEXKUT Ha OuBaHe. Ee MyxX,
CTOSITT y OKHA ¥ CMOTpPEJ B TEMHOTY apka. Jackl po6uiy OBa ymapa.

ITpomuno yxke HEeCKOIBKO YacCOoB C TeX I0p, Kak JIuInaHa MOKHHYIa 3aMOK.
[TpuHIECcca 3aKphljia IUL0 PYKaMy; TOpsSYre CIe3bl 6eKald 10 ee MasIblaM.
B 9TOT MOMEHT pa3fajcs CTYK B IBEPb.

— Bouigute! — cyxo cka3an KHs3b, He 000pauyUBasiCh.

B koMHaTy Bowen gBopenkuii. OH BRITISIAET OY€Hb PACCTPOEHHEIM, U BIIEPBHIE 3@ MHOTO JIET €TI0
nuBpest He Oblyia B 6€3yIIPEeYHOM MOPSIIKE.



— T'ocmomuH KHS3b, — 3aIIMHASICH, TIOKJIOHUIICS OH, — IIPOCTHTE, YTO OECIIOKOI0 Bac B TAKOH Yac,
HO... 60I0Ch, C TIPUHIIECCOM JIMTHAHON CITy4YHUIIOCh YTO-TO Y2KACHOE...

Le3app ou BaliduopuTa He MOPTHYJI I'JIa30M.
Ho kHATWHS, HAIPOTUB, BHE3AIIHO BCTasa, CUIbHO 00JIeIHEB.
— B gem peno, OkraBuo? I'oBopu!

— OpuH U3 KOHIOXOB Ipubexasn coo0mUTh MHEe, — 00BSICHU IBOPELIKUY, K0e0Isich, — IMapy Yacos
Ha3aj OH BUIEJ, KaK IPUHIIECCA YXOOUIIa B CTOPOHY 0osoTa... CHavama OH He IPHUAall 3TOMY
3HAYEHUsI, HO ITOTOM BCIIOMHHUJI, YTO 3€MJISI TaM O4Y€Hb CKOJIb3Kasl U MOXKHO JIETKO IIOCKOJIb3HYThCS, U
yIacTh B BOAy... Torma OH B3sJT (OHAPD U MYCTHUIICS TI0 ClieflaM IIPUHIIECCHL... HO He Halen ee. OH He
HallleJI HUYero, KpoMe 3TOr0, TOCIoXka KHAruHs... OH Haxoguics mpsiMo Ha Gepery 6osoTa.

[IBOpenKu pacKpulI APOXKally0 PYKY U II0Ka3al U3SAIIHEIY 30JI0TOU KYJIOH, KOTOPHIY JIunraHa u3
BaliuopuTsl Bcerma HOCHUIa Ha 3alsCThe.

KHsAruHS B3rgHyNa Ha YKpalleHue U “3faajia Ayliepa3aupaioiuid BOIb:
— [le3aps, Hala mo4b!.. BO3aM0XKHO, OHa coBepiuiia 6e3ymue!
KHs3b, BEITISAEBIINY BeCbMa IIOTPSICEHHBIM, ITPOBEN PYKOH 110 J10Y.

— He BonHylicsa paHbllle BpeMeHH, — CyX0 CKa3aj OH kKeHe. — A T, OKTaBul, PaCIOPSIUCH
IPUTOTOBUTD (hoHApH, pa30yau CayT: oObieM 00JIOTO, eC/IM B CAMOM fiejie IipaBfa, YTO MOS 10Yb
nolja UMEeHHO TyAa.

PaCHOpH}KeHI/IH ObIIH HeMeJIEHHO HUCIIOJTHEHEI.

Yepes 4eTBepTh Yaca [Al0XKMHA JII0Jel paccesiyiach 0 TEMHOW MECTHOCTH, OCBelllasi TPOIIMHKHA
dbonapsimu u pakenaMu.

Bcio HOYBb NTpOONKAaNNUCh IIOUCKH, HO HUKAKUX CIIe[0B KHSXKHE BalipuopuThl 00HapyXKUTEL He
yIanocs.

B KaXXmoM 3apofguiIoch MOJ03PEHNE, YTO KHAXKHY IIOCTUTTIO0 HECYACTHE.

Ha cnepytomiee yTpo KHS3b, IOTEPSAB BCAKYI0 HafeXKAy HAalTU CBOIO [0Yb XKUBOU, IIPUKa3al
packomnaTh 00710TO, YTOOHI TOIEITATECS HAUTHU XOTS OBl Tesio JIuIuaHb; OH caM PYKOBOIUI 9TON
cTpamHou paboToy, Ho 6e3pe3yIbTaTHO.

HaxkoHel1, ofiH 13 IIOMOIIHUKOB CKa3aJl, II0Ka4yaB I'0JIOBO:

— JlanbHewIe TOUCKY OeCIIoie3Hkl, CEHhOP KHSI3b. K coxkanenuio, 6010TO HUKOTa He BO3BpaIllaeT
TeJla YTOIIEHHUKOB...

Bapon PokkaOpyHa, y3HaB 00 WCue3HOBEeHUHU JIuIMaHbl, TPUOLLT B 3aMOK BO BTOPOM IIOJIOBHHE [HS.

KHs3b co001IuI eMy 0 IOCIeqHUX COOLITHSX, HO YMOT4all O CIieHe, TPOU30IIe/ el MeXy HUM 1 eT0
IoYepbhio HaKaHyHE BEUEPOM.

Y3HaB, 4To, 0 cnyxaM, JIunuaHa yMmepsia, yToHyB B 60510Te, 6apoH, CyAs 0 BceMy, OblJT UCKpPeHHE
nopaxeH. Ha [onryio MUHYTY €ro IPUCTaIbHEIN B3I/ BCTPETUIICS C T71a3aMu Llesaps me



BatidbuopuTa, KOTOPHI BHITJISIAEI rOpa3go MeHbIIE PAaCCTPOEHHBIM, YeM CJIeI0Bajo ObI.
— BhI yBepeHEI, YTO Ballla JOYb YTOHYIA? — CIIPOCHII OH XOJIOTHBEIM TOJIOCOM.
KH$3b 0myCTHII TOJI0BY, HUYET0 He OTBeYas.

— ¢ moHuMalo Ballle AyIIeBHOE COCTOSTHUE, — HaCTOMYMBO IMpofoKaln PokkabpyHa, — HO S HOJIKEH
3aaTh BaM elre OOUH BOIIPOC.

— 4 cnymato.

— Kak, no-Bamemy, 3To npousono? To eCTh, B AyMaeTe, 3TO OB HeCUaCTHHIN CIy4dau Ui...
camMoyOuncTBO?

— He 3Halo, 6apoH, He 3HAI0, — C TPYOOM BHITOBOPHII KHSI3b, — JIMIMaHa BCeraga OTInYasach
TIOBBIIIIEHHOM YYBCTBUTEIbHOCTBIO M HEPBO3HOCTHIO... MHIUEHT, TPOM30IIeIINi HelaBHO, 13-3a
KOTOPOTO TIPHUIIIOCH OTIOXKUTDH TOMOJIBKY, CUITBHO ITOTPSIC €€, HO 5T He CMeI0 JyMaTh, YTO OHa
pelIuaach Ha TaKOM Iar, YTOOk IOKOHYHUTE C CO00M... KoHeYHO, 3T0 GBI CTPAIIHEIM yHoap AJIs BCexX
Hac.

BapOH POKK&GPYHa, 3HABIINAN XOJIOOHYIO X PACYETIINBYIO HAaTYPYy KHSA35, CKOPYHUJI I'PUMACY.

— Ila, — mpu3Has 0H, — 3TO OBIJI CTPAIIHHIA yHap. f 66l X0Ten ObITH O/IMXKe K Balllell [o4YepH,
HECMOTPS Ha Pa3HUITY B BO3pacTe MeXOy HaMHu. f oyMalo, UYTO Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMs OTIIPaBIIIOChH B
IyTelIecTBye. S MOMKeH 4eM-TO 3aHSAThCS, YTOOHI ITOCTAapPaThCS BCe 3a0BITh, YTO IMTPOUIOIIITIO.

[TopazkeHHBIN TOOOOHEIMY CIIOBAMHU, KOTOPbIE IEMOHCTPUPOBaU aOCOMI0OTHOE Oe3pa3nuyne K ero
(buHaHCOBEIM 3a00TaM, KHSI3b C HECKOJIBKO IIPEYBEIMYEeHHBIM 6€CIIOKOMCTBOM CIIPOCHIT:

— He mornu GBI BE OCTATHCS B 3aMKe ellle Ha HEeCKOJIbKO THel, 6apoH? MHe HYKHO ObIIO OBl
TIOTOBOPUTH C BaMU O IOBOJILHO CePbe3HHIX BelllaX, a Celyac OJIsi 3TOT0 He caMoe TIOAXOAsIee
BpEMS...

— IIpocTtute, — TBeprHo oTBeTUN POKKaOpyHa, — HO 5 yKe IIPUHSII PellleHne: 0CTaBaThCs 3[eCh, B
3aMKe, I'7ie TOSIBUJIACh Ha CBET Ta, KOTOPYIO S XOTEJI B3STh B CITYTHHUIIH XKU3HU, 03HAYaJsI0 ObI IS
MeHsT MydeHue. [IpoIry nepenaTh MO UCKpEHHUE CO00Ie3HOBAHUS Balllel Cynpyre KHATHHE.

Lle3aps mu BaiipuoprTa cMOTpesn Beiel, Kak 6apoH YBepPeHHbIM IIaroM yHasnseTcs u3 OubIuoTeK .
BCIIOMHUB 0 TOM, YTO CJIyYHJIOCH C €T0 [0YepPbhio, OH IIOJABUII IIOPLIB THERA.

PokkabpyHa GPOCHII €0 OJHOTO, Ha pacTep3aHue KPeguTOPOB, TPeOOBABIINX OMJIATE 6€CUUCIEHHBIX
CYeTOB, HAKOTMBIIKXCS 3a IOCJIeHNE HECKOIBKO JIeT. M Bce M3-3a eTo JoYepH, KoTopasi OTAaIach
HEU3BECTHO KOMY...

He B cumax coepzkaTh THEB, OH IIOTHSJICSI B KOMHATH XK€HBI, KOTOpas [0 IIOCIeIHer0 MOMEeHTa C
TPEBOTOH CJiefuia 3a MOUCKaMu JIuIHaHHh.

ApucToKkpaTKa cuaena B TOCTUHOH C BREIIIMBKOM Ha KONIeHSIX. Ee HM4Yero He BeIpaXKalomuy B3TIIAT
6ykmaj 110 KoMHaTe, CJIOBHO MCKaJl YTO-TO, KOTO-TO...

He obpamasi BHUMaHUS Ha OXBATHUBIIYIO ee 60Jb, KHSI3b Batiuropura man BoIO KUIIEBIIEMY B HEM
THEBY:



— Orot upuoT PokkabpyHa yen! OH ocTaBUIl Hac ¢ TOOOM OJWH Ha OOUH C KpeIUTOPaMu, KOTOPHIE
Temnepb He JagyT MHe HU MUHYTH ITOKOsI! MBI He CMOXKeM ITOTaCUTh 3aKJIafHYI0 Ha 3aMOK, HaM
IIPUAETCS IPoAaTh 3eMyito! MBI pa30peHsl, Thl IOHUMAaEIIb?..

Kusruns He oTBedana. Ee mpekpacHble apuCTOKpAaTHUYECKKe YEePTHI JIUIA Ka3aluCh BEICEYEHHBIMHI U3
MpaMopa.

Torpa Lle3aps ou BalidbuopuTa BCTan nepeq Hel U 3aKpUdant:
— To1 cnpiumb MeHd? [IoHUMaelb 1 ThI, YTO I TOBOPIO?!

Korpa xe ero cynpyra npoposizkasa BecTd ce0si Tak, CJIOBHO OH U He BXOLXJI B KOMHATY, OH IIOJIOKHUJTI
PYKY e¥l Ha IJIeY0 ¥ 3aCTaBUJI IIOBEPHYTHCS K HEMY, BOCKIIMKHYB:

— OMMa, pagu bora, s xo4y yCiBlIaTh OTBET, KOTHa 3aat0 BOIpoc!
TonbpKO TOTma OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO Ha T'ybax JKeHIIUHBI CJIOBHO 3aCThila 0e3pa3nryHas yias0Ka.

OH cHOBa pa3pas3uiicsi KPUKOM, I'J1a3a ero pacIdupuIuCch OT THEBA, 3aTEM OH HAKOHEI] BCe TIOHSJ, U Y
HETo 3aJiefleHela KPOBb OT yKaca.

O9MMa e Baiguopura coma ¢ yma!
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