[TomcoOHOE TTOMeIleHrEe IIOTPY3HUJIOCE B XYTKYIO TUIIINHY. Kaszarnocs, BO3OYX 3aCTHIII. OW[eH CHbIIa,
KaK OeIlleHo KOJIOTUTCS ero cepane.

KoHer1r! 9ta TBaphs TOYHO yCIbIIIaNa X pPa3roBop!

Ou o6epny7ics, yToOs TocMOTPeTh Ha Coduio. OHa BHTIIIAena 0eCCTPacTHOM, HO MBIC/IH B €€ TOJIOBe
TOXKE JINXOPaZ0YHO HOCUJIUCE.

«YT0 MHe JenaTnh?»

Panee oHa MCIOTB30BajIa CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH, YTOOR ITPOBEPUTHL TUYHOCTh JiimeHa Tomaca. Certyac
oHa Obla cnaba. Ecny 3TOT MyKuMHa - CBUPEIHIM 3BEPh, Y Hee HeT IIaHCOB MOOeduTh ero B
OIMHOYKY.

OTCTYHI/IB Ha IIIar', faXe €CJIK OHa IIOOYMHHUT 3TOI'0 TUIIA U CGG}KI/IT, WX JINYHOCTHU BCE PABHO 6YI[YT
PACKDPBHBITHI. WM ocTanock IIPOXUTL HE 00JIbIIIEe HECKOIBKHUX OHEH.

OHu OBOE He IPOPOHUIIM HU CJIOBA, HO MyX4YKHa He 00paTui Ha 3TO BHUMaHus1. OH BOIIEN B KOMHATY
C yNBIOKOM ¥ 3aKPHUT 3a C000# IBePh. 3aTeM OH Pa3BEPHYJICS ¥ MEOJIEHHO OIyCTHUJICS Ha CTOSBIIUIM B
CTOpPOHE CTYI.

«He BonmHy#TECH. f MPOCTO MPOXOAUI MUMO U CITy4alHO YCIIbIIIaN IIyM BHYTPH, IIO9TOMY
OCTAHOBWJICA Y OBEPH U HEMHOTrO nocinymmai. CKaXuTe, 0 94eM BBl TOJIBKO YTO TOBOPHUIU? 3By4aso
OOBOJIbHO HHTEPECHO. Kakoi cBUpemnkii 3Beph? Kakue mpaBuna?»

Ceppue OupneHa ynasno. Kak 1 0XKupganoch, 9TOT TUI IOACIyIIAN UX pa3roBop. B TakoM ciydae
ceiidyac yxke HeBO3MOXKHO COCTPSAINATh CTydalHOe OIIpaBHaHue, YTOOBl BHIKPYTUTHCS.

OpHako IIPOTHUBHUK HE CTAJl aTaKOBAThL CPa3y. Bo3MoxkHO, OH HE YCIIEIIIAI BECh PA3rOBOP U HE OYEHBb
YBEDPEH B UX JINYHOCTSX. B sTtom Clly4ae €CThb BRIXO[.

Ho ecTh u mpyras, ropa3go 6ojiee yxKacalollasi BO3MOKHOCTE. [Ipy4uHa, 10 KOTOPOM ITPOTUBHUK He
cIenal xofia, 3aKII0YaeTCs B TOM, UYTO OH XOYeT IOUTPaTh C HUMHU. ITO KaK KOIIIKa, UTpaloIas c
MBIIIbI0. OH BEIHECET IIPUTOBOP MEIIIKE TOJIBKO IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK eMy HafloecT ¢ Hel 3abaBnsAThCs !

«MBI Ha caMOM [ieJie TOJIBKO YTO I'OBOPHUIM O puibMe...» - 3auKasich, mpobopmoTan JiifieH, IHITasiCh
IPUOYMAaTh IIPUYKUHY, YTOOBI CKPHITH IIPABMY.

«0? Xe-xe, 3HA4UT, 0 punbMe». - Myxk4yuHa yIEIOHYJICS ¥ B3MOXHYI. - «f TaK 3aBUAYIO BaM,
MOJIOOLIM. B oTnuume oT Bac, 1 0OBIYHO HE CMOTPIO (GUITbMBI».

«Xe-xe, TOUHO-TOYHOY», - MOANAKHYN JieH. B To ke BpeMs OH MOCMOTpPeN BOOK U TOOHST OPOBh Ha
Coduro.

«BOT, BUIIXIIb, B PEIIAIONIUYA MOMEHT Ha MEHS BCETMa MOXKHO ITOJTIOXKUTHCS».

Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KaK OH TIOBEPHYIJI T'OJIOBY, BEIPAXKEHNE JIUIA CO(I)I/II/I CTaJI0O HEeCTECTBEHHO
HeCYaCTHBIM.

«Bynp ocTOpoxXeH!»

Ceppue Oupnena nponyctuio ygap. OH MalllMHANIbHO IIOBEPHYJICS U YBUAET, KaK Kakasi-TO 4YepHas
TeHb OBICTPO IIPHITAET Ha HETO.



Co¢us cpearupoBaiia o4eHb 6bICTPO. OHa MPAKTUYECKHU CPa3y CXBATHUJIA €T0 3a PYKY U yIaja B
CTOPOHY, efiBa n30ekaB HAlaNeHUs YePHOU TeHH.

BAM!
Co cTeHBI JOHECCS TIIyX0H 3BYK. JliieH 00epHYJICS, U ero 3padykKyd MTHOBEHHO Cy3UJIUCh.
«3JTO, 9TO...»

Ha cTeHe 3a HUM Me[JIEHHO BTSHYJIaCh CUJIbHAS PyKa, OCTAaBUB Ha CTEHE HECKOJIbKO OTBPATUTEIIbHBIX
CJIeIOB KOT'TEH.

BmecTo TOr0 4TOOH Ha3BaTh 3TO PYKOH, JTydIle OBUIO OB CKa3aTh - KOTOTh, IOX0KUHN Ha KaKOU-TO
KUHOMOHCTP. OH OB Ype3BEIYaHO TOJICTHIM U MYCKYJIUCTBIM, C BHICTYTIQIOUIMMY BeHAMH, KakK U3
cranu. TEUTbHAS CTOPOHA €T0 OI'POMHOM J1ambl OblTa TOKPHITA YEITyel, KaK y SIIepPHIbl, @ HOT'TH Ha
TaJbIlaX NOCTUTAIM HECKOIBKUX CAaHTUMETPOB B ANuHYy. OHU OBUIM TBEPALIMU U OCTPLIMU, KaK CaMoe
ne3Bue OPUTBHI.

OrnsigeBIINCH IO CTOPOHAM, JUeH 00HAPYXKUJI, YTO XO35IMH PYKH — TOT CaMblil My>KYHUHA CPETHUX
JIeT, KOTOPBIM TOJIBKO YTO OONTANCS C HUMU U cMescs. Ternepb ero BHEIIHOCTh Pe3K0 U3MEHUIIACh.
Ero Tesno u rojoBa I0-IPeXHEMY COXPAHSIK YeloBeueCKui 00IMK, HO KOHEYHOCTH IIPeTepIesu
noJiHy1o TpaHcopManuio. OH chesnancs HeeCTeCTBEHHO TOJICTHIM M KPEIKUM, a ero OpIoKu U pyKaBa
ObLTM Pa30pBaHHI, M3-3a YET0 OH BHITJIAEN KpaliHe HECOPa3MEPHO.

«Bert gBOe [TpoOyXKeHHEIE, He TaK Mu? Xa-Xa-xa, ABOe, UX Ha CaMOM [ieJie [iBoe...» - ['0710C MyKYKUHbBI
ObLT HEOOBIYHO B3BOTHOBAHHBIM, C IPUMECHI0 HeOOBSICHUMOM 3JI0CTH U TJIyOOKOM IIPHU3HATETbHOCTH.

«Momu, Bce mou!»

OiifieH cumes Ha 3eMJle U TYIIO CMOTpPEJ Ha MOHCTpa mepef coboii. OH gaxe 3a0blyl, KaK AbIIIATh.
CKopee BCero, 3TOT YeJI0BEK B HECKOJIBKO pa3 cunbHee JIumu. Ha 3ToM ocHOBaHUY J¥eH OBl
yBEPEH, UTO 3Bephb ellle Oojiee yKaceH, yeM JIumu.

Codu Onina 611emHa, HO ropa3mo CIoKoMHee JiineHa. Ee Oomnbive rina3a OpICTpo Oeranu, uiia
CIIOCOOBI TPOTUBOOEHCTBHS.

MY}K‘{I/IHEI rnepen HUMHU HpI/IGHI/I}KaHCH K HEMM LIar' 3a IIaroM, €ro TeJi0 Ap0zKaJio OT BOJIHEHHU . Mamno
TOr'0, II0 ME€pe TOro Kak OH HpI/I6J'II/I}K8.J'ICH, U3 €ro CIIUHHI BRITITUBAJICS TOJICTHIA XBOCT.

XBOCT poOC 04eHb MeIJIEHHO, IMOABJIAACHh IIOCTEIIEHHO, XU COIIPOBOXKOAJICA JINIIKOM U MYTHOfI
KHAOKOCTBIO, IOX0KEHN Ha OKOJIOIIJIOMHEIE BOOEI IIpu popax.

On HAaBUJI Ha ITO3BOHOYHUK MYXKYHUHEI, 3aCTABIIAS €r0 T€JIO COTHYTLECA BIIEPEN.

HaxkoHeIr, BLIPOC XBOCT TOJNIIKXHON ¢ 6empo ¥ OIHHOK B IBa MeTpa. OH BOJIOYHJIICS II0 3eMJie, U37aBast
IIeJIeCTSAIINM 3BYK, CJIOBHO U3BUBAIOIIASICS TUTOH.

B mpepcraBneHuu diifeHa 3TO CYIIeCTBO OBUIO II0X0XKe Ha AIIeporofo0HOro YeloBeKa U3 Hay4yHo-
(baHTaCTUYECKOro puabMa.



OiifieH, HaOIIOJABLINH 3a BCEM 3TUM IIPOIECCOM, TOYYBCTBOBAN y2Kac A0 Mo3ra KocTel. Ha
MT'HOBEHHE OH Haxke 3a0blT AblaTh. CUIbHOE YYBCTBO YOYIIbS 3aTyMaHMIIO ero pa3yM. OH mymar,
YTO, IEPEKUB OIBIT MEXKY KU3HbIO U CMEPTHIO, OH, IT0 KpaliHel Mepe, CMOXKET COXPaHSITh
CIIOKOMCTBUE, BHOBH CTOJIKHYBILIKCH CO CBUPEIIHIMU 3BEPSIMHU.

OpHako Ha caMoOM [fienie, KPOME KaK OAPOXKATh U XKOA4Th, KOT'da IIPUOET CMEPTh, OH HUYETO HE MOT
COeJlaTk.

OH mpeKkpacHO MOHKMAJI, YTO EMY SIBHO He TSTAThCSA C 9TUM MOHCTPoM. Eciu 661 Codu He oTTammIa
€ero, ero cypab0a Ovlna OBl He JTydllle TOM CTEHHL.

B 9TOT MOMEHT XKU3HU U CMEPTHU €TI0 Ha CaMOM [eJjie OTBJIEKJIO BOCIIOMHHaHue.

B nony6peny OH BCIIOMHMIJI, KaK B I€TCTBE€ NABUJI MyPaBEEB Ha d)epMe.

B To Bpemst Ha ¢epMe ObIJI0 MHOTO MypaBeMHUKOB. Korga oH ObIT MaleHbKUM, €My BCerfla HpaBUJIOCh
CHUIETh Ha KOPTOUKaX Y MypaBeiiHNKa 1 Ha0IIofaTh 3a TeM, KaK [IBUTAIOTCS MypaBbH. 3aTEM OH C
a3apToM MOAHUMAJ HOTY ¥ TOITAJl UX HAaCMEepTh.

OiileHy Ka3aj0Ch, UTO OH OBITT TAKKUM K€ MaJIeHbKUM U 0e3HageKHEIM MypPaBbeM.

Myxx41Ha DORHS CBOIO OTPOMHYIO PYKY, €ero Kapue Iya3a OblIy [I0JIHEL 37100k, JMIeH 3aKPHUI I1a3a
¥ TUXO X[aJjl, KOTa HaCTYIIUT CMEPTbh.
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