Koro?!

[onoc, KOTOPBEIY HEOKUAAHHO IIPO3BYYaJsl B €ro rojaose, omenomMus JugeHa. OH TyT Ke 0CMOTPEICS,
HO KpOMe Hero ¥ MOHCTPa, CTOSIIIEr0 epe HAUM, HUKOTO He OBIJIO.

— XBatut uckats! beru! 4 Oonbiie He MOTY gepsKaTbCs! —

[onoc cHOBa 3a3ByYall B €ro rojioBe ¢ HOTKOW ciaboctu. Kak TONbKO OH 3aMoidal, JieH sICHO
YBU[IEJ, UTO CTOSIIIKY Ilepef HIM MOHCTP BHE3aIlHO CUJIbHO 3aJpoXKarll.

Kakum Ov TJIYIIBIM OH HHU OBLJI, OH TIOHMMaJI, YTO X035IMH TaMHCTBEHHOTO T'0JIoCa YIIPABJIAII MOHCTPOM
1 49TO OH y2Ke€ JOCTUT CBOEro IIpenera.

He xoneb6msce, JiifneH pa3BepHyJica u 6pocuncs 6exaTth, Kak 6e3ymell. OH He 3HaJI, OTKyMa Y HETO
B3SIJTHChH CHJIBI, HO €TI0 HOTH, KOTOphIe ocjlabeNu OT CTpaxa, Ka3aIuch 6ECKOHEUHOM KIage3bio CHUITH,
KOTZIa OH OBICTPO TOKUOAT JIEC.

VKe CMePKasoch, U B mapKe Ob10 60JIblIe JII0Oel, HO HUKTO He ofpalijaz BHUMaHUS HA PoIy. TeM He
MeHee, YBUMIEB 3T0, JiiieH ycrnokouscs. Ero cepaue paccnabuinocs, U ucyepranue u ciabocTb
Pa3NUIKCE 110 BCEMY €ro Tefly. bomblte oH He MOT mepKaTthCs. IIomraTrBasich, OH yIal Ha KOJIEHH,
TSI3KEJIO0 [IBIIIA.

— 4... cIIaceés...

BcrnomuHasa npempIayInyo CLieHy, cepAle JigeHa CHOBa 3aK0JI0TUIIOCh. [IpOTUBHBIN BKYC, KOTOPBIN
OH OIIyIaj PaHbIIIE, Ka3aJioCh, BCE eII€ COXPaHsICSA y Hero Bo pTy. OH He MOT He JieYb Ha 3eMJII0 U
He BHIpPBaTh. [lonro mpuxonun B ce6si. OH 3acTaBui ce0s BCTAaTh U HAIIPABUJICS K TOJIIIE.

— Trl HEe MOXKeITb Tyna UaTH!

Kak TonbKO OH BCTasl, CHOBa MOSBUJICS TAUHCTBEHHBIN I'OJI0C, ITOJIHBIA CUJIBHOU YCTalIOCTH U
0eCIIOKOKCTBA.

— TbI He MOXKeIITh TT03BOIUTE KOMY-TH00 YBUAETh TeOsI TaKUM, NHA4Ye TH BCE elné OymeIsb B
onacHocTu!

— [MTouemy? — JiimeH ObIT B HeloyMeHuHU. Pa3Be OH He HOJIKeH ObUT IEePBBIM Oe7TI0M UCKATh ITOMOIIU
y mpyrux? [laxke eClii MOHCTP HOTOHUT €ro, TaM ObIII0 MHOTO /iofieli. Tak MHOTO JIiofiell HaBepHsKa
CMOTYT CIIPABUTHCS C HUM, BEPHO?

Kak 6ynTo yraiaB ero MBICTIM, TAMHCTBEHHBIN I'0JIOC 3aMOT4ajl HA MTHOBEHME, ITpexK e YeM CKa3aTh:
«Cpepnu 9TUX Nofiel ecTb MOHCTPHL. Kak TOnMbKO TH ce0s BRIJAIb, TO YMPEIIH elle 6oee XKalKou
CMEepTHIO!»

— Yro?!

OiineH 6o omenoMiéH. OH CO CTPaXxoM BO B3TJISE TOCMOTPEIT Ha ToJmy. Eciiu BCE melCTBUTEIHLHO
TaK, KaK CKa3aJ I'oJioC, TO B TO/IeE ObIIM MOHCTPHL. EC/iM OH TaK OITPOMETUYMBO BHIOEXKUT, TO
OEeHCTBUTEILHO MOXKET 0Ka3aThCS B OIIaCHOCTH.

— Torpa, Torga 4To MHE fienaTh? — IMOCIEIIHO CIIPOCUIT JUAeH. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH UCIIBITHIBAN
HeoOBSCHUMOE IOBEPHE K XO35IMHY TauHCTBEHHOTO I'0JI0Ca, KOTOPHIM CIlac eMy XKu3Hb. KakKOBEI OBl HU
OBLTM MOTHBEI, TI0 KOTOPEIM 3TOT Y€JIOBEK €r0 CIac, 3TO OBIIO JydYlle, 4eM OBITh BHICOCAHHBIM U



CheJEeHHBIM 3TUM OTBPATUTEILHEIM MOHCTPOM. OH 0OJIbIlle He XOTEeJl UCIIBITEIBATh 3Ty 007,
IIPOHU3LIBAKOILYIO 0 KOCTEH.

— CHauvasa Ha#ou MecTo, TJie MOXKHO CIIPSITaThCSA. [IOMHM, YTO THl HUIKOMY He HOJXKeH pPacCKa3blBaTh
0 TOM, 49TO C TOOO¥ TOJIBKO YTO IIPOU30IIIO0, HaxkKe CBOeH ceMbe. ECITU TONIBKO TH He XOUellh YMEPETh!

ToH royoca ObIJT OUeHb CEPhE3HEIM U MCIIOTHEHHBIM IPEOYYBCTBHSI, 0COOEHHO KOTa OH IIPOU3HEC
CJIOBO «CMEPTh». B HEM He ObII0 HUKAKOM yTPO3kl. ITO 3ByYaso Tak, 6yATO OH TOBOPHUI O TOM, UTO
00513aTEJIbHO IPOU30HIET.

— XO0po110, XOPOIIIO.

XoTs JiIeH HUYero He IIOHUMaJI, OH BCE paBHO HEMeIIeHHO corylacuicsa. OOHAKO TaMHCTBEHHBIN
TOJIOC, Ka3aock, ucyel. Kak Ovl OH HU 3BaJI, OTBETa He OLLIO.

— KT0 X)e 9T0...

[Tpo6opMmoTar mpo cebst JineH. TeM He MeHee, celiyac CaMbIM BaXKHBIM OBITIO HAUTH MECTO, TTIe
MOXKHO CIIPSITAThCS, ¥ He MPUBJIEKATh K ce0e BHUMAaHUEe TPOX0KHUX.

OH IpUIIEN B OTHOCUTEIFHO YeNUHEHHBIN 001eCTBEHHEIN TyaseT B mapke. YOeOuBIINUCh, YTO BOKPYT
HUKOT'O HET, OH HaIIEJ IIyCTOe MeCTO U 3abpancs Tyfaa. XOTs BOHb BHYTPU Obljla HEBEIHOCUMOH, Y3K0€
IIPOCTPAHCTBO [IaBajio eMy YyBCTBO 3aAILIUIIEHHOCTH.

OH cufen Ha KPHIIIIKe YHUTA3a, YYBCTBYS IIOJIHOE U3HEMOXKEHME, U BCIIOMUHAJT BCE, YTO TOJIBKO YTO
IIPOU30ILI0. JUOEeH HEBOJIBHO OIIYTUII PacTePSAHHOCTD. [lake cerdyac OH BCE €Ill€ CYUTAJ, YTO BCE,
YTO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOM3OIIIIO, OBIJI0O TAKKM HEpPeaIbHEIM.

JIunu ABpuin... Bcemu npu3HaHHas 60TuHs yHUBepcuTeTa Jleda, mydinas mapTHEPIIA, 0 KOTOPO
TOCKOBaJIX OecuncieHHble TTapHU, BHE3AITHO IIPEeBPATUIIACh B IIOKUPAIOIIEro MyKYWH MOHCTpa?!

Kaxk KT0-TO MOT 3TO IPHUHATH? JiAeH OblI 00JIbIlle CKJIOHEH BEPUTh, YTO JIMIK, C KOTOPOU OH
BCTpeyasics, OklIa He €10, a MOHCTPOM Iofl mpukpriTieM. Kak B «KpacHoit Illanouyke», r1ie BONK Che
6a0ymKy u Briman ceds 3a Hee.

Tak nu 2T0 Ha caMoM fene?

Ceropgns B JIumu OBITIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, HO HECOMHEHHO, YTO ee MaHepa TOBOPHUTh U ee
BOCIIOMUHAHUS IIPUHaexXanu caMmol Jlunu. Unu Jlunu SUBpU caMa Obllla MOHCTPOM, KOTOPOTO
HUKTO HUKOTI'TIa He 0OHapyXKuBas?

W 4TO 3HQYUT CJIOBO «CBAIIEHHUK»? [IoyeMy MOHCTP Iepe HUM HHKAaK He OTpearupoBall Ha CBET?
CnoBHO OBI TOJTBKO OH MOT BUIETh 9TOT CBET.

B ronoBe JiiieHa pOUIUCEH BOIIPOCH, ¥ 3TO CBOAUIIO €ro ¢ yMa. M3MOXOeHHEBIN, OH 00JTOKOTHUIICS Ha
CTeHy TyajieTa U IIOAHSAJICA TOJIBKO TOT[a, KOTrfa CHapyKu CTaj0 COBCEM TEMHO.

K 3TOMy BpeMeHHM IapK y Mpyaa CHOBa 00pest MoKoH. Jltomel moyTu He ObLUIO BUIHO, U 3TO IIyTajo
OiifeHa etne 6osbirie. OH Bce BpeMs OIIyIAJ, YTO BO MpaKe NMPSYeTCs KaKOH-TO YyOOBUIITHEIH



MOHCTD, KOTOpBIfI BOT-BOT HAKHHETCA Ha HEro U Pa30PBET B KJIIOYbS.

B TakoM HampsikeHUH, JifieH Ipojesian BeCh Iy Th, IOKa He YBUOET Iepen co00i 3HaKOMEIM oM. U1
TOJIBKO TOTMa paccaabuics.

B 9TOT MOMEHT B loMe TOpeJI CBET B TOCTUHOM. JiIeH IogyMas, MOXKET, POJUTEIX BOJTHOBAJIUCDH, YTO
OH TaK [I0JITO He BO3BpAIlAeTCs, ¥ II09TOMY He JIOXKUIKNCH criaTh. OMHAKO KOTa OH yKe cobupascs
OTBOPUTE OBEPh ¥ BOUTH, B COSHAHWY BCILIEIIO MIPENOCTEePEeReHre 3aragoyHoro rojoca,
pa3maBIIeecs paHee B 9TOT OEHb.

«He3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, UTO TPOU30UIET, THI HIKOMY He MOXEIITh PACCKA3kIBATh O TOM, YTO C TOOOM
IIPOX30LJI0, faXke CBoeu ceMbe. ECu He Xouellb yMepeTs!»

OiineHa mpobpaa APOXKb, ¥ OH HEBOJIBHO 0CITa0MIT XBATKY Ha pydYKe [Bepu. [IpogepxaB Tak
HEKOTOPOE BPeMsI, OH PeIlu MPUCIYIIaThCS K MPeayIpekaAeHNI0 3aTaJOYHOr0 YeioBeka. EMy
CIIeIOBAJIO MPUIPSITATh HHIUAEHT 3TOTO OHS [0 TEX IO, II0Ka OH He pa36epeTcs: BO BCEM.

CusB 00yBb, JiifIeH Ha I[LIIIOYKaX IIPOKpaJICS Ha 3agHUN OBOD U 10 TPyOe B3o6pasics B cnanbHio. OH
OCTOPO2KHO OTKPHIT OKHO U 3aje3 B JoM. OH mepeofesics U3 U30paHHOU OfEeKIbl U BEITEP KPOBb C
nu1a. YOeoUBIIUCE, YTO HUYET0 HEOOIYHOTO HE ITPOMCXOMUT, OH BHIIPHITHYJ B OKHO U BEPHYJICS K
TJIaBHOU [BEPH.

TYyK-TyK-TyK...

OUMeH I0CTy4Yall B [BePb, U3HYTPU IIOCIIBIIAINCE Iary. [IBeps OTKPLLUIACh, U U3 Hee [10Ka3aslach
JXKEHIHA CPeHUX JIeT B uxaMe. Korma oHa yBupena, KTO IPUIIET], TO IPeXe BCer0 3aMeTHO
B3[IOXHYJIa C 00JIerdeHueM, a 3aTeM ee JIUIO TYT Ke OMPaduioCk.

«IToyeMy THI Tak IIO3LHO?!»

«41 mpoBOKa OMHOKIAaCCHUIT JOMOM, TO3TOMY HEMHOTO 3aflepKasiCs».

OiifieH movecast rojIoBy ¥ HEJIOBKO YIBIOHYICS.

«4T0? OgHOKIIaCCHUILY?» — JOHECCS U3 KOMHATHl B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM MYKCKOU T'0j10C. TYT XkKe MOJOoIIesn
MyXK4MHa CPeHUX JIeT ¢ OOJIBIINM KHUBOTOM U C YIBIOKOM IIOCMOTpEIT Ha JiifieHa, ero Irjia3a
VCKPUIUCH OT NIPEIBKYIIECHUS.

«Momopen. Hy Kak BaM CeTORHSI CXOOUIN Ha CBUaHUE?»

OiifleH B3TJISIHY Ha 3HAKOMBIX pofuTesiei nmepen coboit. CTpax B €ro cepArie MrHOBEHHO 00epHYJICS
ckopObio. OH GecuncieHHOe KOJIMYECTBO Pa3 XOTEeJ pacCKa3aTh UM O TOM, UTO CIIyYUJIOCh CETOMHS,



HO BCSIKWI pa3 MMPU MBICTH O IPEAYIPEeXOEHUN 3arafOyHOr0 YeI0BeKa ocTaHaBnuBancsa. OH CTUCHYTT
3yOBI ¥ OTCTPAHUJ CBOUX POOUTETIEN.

«IIpocTurte. 4 ouens ycras. [laBaliTe MOroBopuM 00 3TOM 3aBTpa».

OiineH MopHSICS K cebe u 3amep 3a co00¥ IBEPh, UCITYCTUB B3[0X 00IETYEHHUS.

YCIoKOUBIINCE, JUEH yCTaJo yjiercs Ha KpOBaTk.

Korma ero MBICTIH YCIIOKOWIIKCH, OH OIIYTHII YTO-TO HelamHoe. OH OTYETIMBO IOMHMII, YTO MOHCTP
YyTh HE Pa3[aBUII €70, ¥ KOTAa OH 60POJICs, IIymasblle CORPAI0 C Hero 60JIbIION KYCOK IIJIOTH, HO
TI0YeMy Ke Ha BCeM IPOTSKEeHWM MyTH OH He HCIILITHIBaI 0co60ro 6omm?

OH OomyCTHJI TOJIOBY ¥ IIPUCTAJIbHO OCMOTPEJT paHy Ha Tanuu. M3-3a TOro, 4To KoxKa Obljla pa30pBaHa,
paHa BBITJIsAMIe/Ia HEMHOTO Y2KacHO ¥ KpOBaBO-KpacHOM. OgHAKO IOCTie TIIaTeIbHOTO 0CMOTpa JiieH
o0HapYXKUII, YTO PaHa Ha CaMOM JeJjie 3aKMBaeT MeJJIEHHO, KaK OyITO ero Teio BOCCTaHABINBAETCS.
X0Ts 9TO BBITJISIIENIO ME[IJIEHHO, II0 CPABHEHHIO CO CKOPOCTHI0 CAaMOBOCCTAHOBIIEHHUS YEJIOBEYECKOT0
Tesa, 9To OBIIIO B MeCSATKHU pa3 OpicTpee. COrylacHO TeKYInel CKOPOCTH, PaHa, BEPOSITHO, 3aKMBET KaK
HOBas 3a OJIHY HOYb.

9TO OTKPHITHE 3aCTAaBUJIO YCIIOKOUBILIEECS cepAlle JiineHa cHoBa OerieHo 3abuthcsi. Korpma oH
BCIIOMMHAJI TEIJIOE OIIYIIeHNe, COMHEHUS B €70 [YIIEe YCUITUBAIUCH.

"Yro npoucxogut? Heyxenu g Toxe cTaja MOHCTpoM?"

OiimeH yyBcTBOBaN cels He 1o cebe. Ero cepiie 3aK0IOTHUIIOCH, KOT{Ia OH BCIIOMHUIT
OTBPATUTENIBHOI'0 MOHCTPA, KOTOPOTO BUOEN paHblie. Eciau Ob eMy MPUILIOCH CTAaTh TAKUM MEP3KUM
U y2KacalolllM YyIOBUIIEM, OH IIpPeArnoyes Obl OBITh YOUTHIM UM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT IIyCTOTa Iiepeq HUM CHOBA 3aMUI'djia CBETOM. 3aTeM MOSIBUJIOCH CJI0BO "CBSIeHHUK"
" 6633By‘-IHO 3aCTHIJIO B IIYCTOTE.

"4T0 3TO, 4epT BO3bMU?"
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