OHa mmoKay4aJja rojIoBoH. - S Takxke X0Tea, 4ToOb Meny3a oxuBHIIa Oyury ['psHTeMa. B KoHIe
KOHIIOB, BEJIMKUH aJIXUMHUK 00s1amaa O0IbIINM TaJJaHTOM U MOT ObI CTATh OOJIBIIION IOMOIILIO B
O6opu0e C 9TEM XOJIOKOCTOM, HO OHa OTKalasiachk. OHa CKa3aja, 4YTO He X0YeT OCKOPOJISATL CaMOTo
yBaxkKaeMOT0 IIPOTHUBHUKA.

XO0TSI OHa CUUTAET, YTO "XKEHIIUHBE" UMEIOT OUEHb BEICOKUY CTATyC, YTO KEHITUHAMU JOJIKHbI
HacCJIaXKaaThCs MYKUMHEI, U OHa SBJISIETCS KpaliHel "heMUHUCTKOI", OHa BCe elle 3a00TUTCS O
IJIeEMeHHY U CTpaHe. B mpoTuBHOM ciy4yae oHa He Oblna Obl TpeMsI BegbMaMU U BMECTe He Iepexkuiia
Obl TPyOHEBIE [IJIEMEHHEIE TOMIHI.

Ho ee yuenunia Meny3a 6oree skcTpeMasbHa, 4YeM oHa. C ee TOUKHU 3peHUsI, KaKoe ejIo O0 Hee [0
paspyiienus Mupa? Y Hee eCTh CBOA ropaocTh. OHa He 0XKUBJISIET alXUMUUEeCKOoro uMmmneparopa. OHa
aMOuIIMo3Ha 1 He oOpalllaeT BHUMaHUS Ha 00IIyi0 cuTyanuio. OHa JyMaeT TOJIbKO 0 COOCTBEHHOM
IIPOPHIBE.

B pe3yJibTaTe 3TO TellePb He yOaJIOCh...

¥ OHa OCTaBWJIa Oe3HaHeXKHbIN OeCIoPsoK.

Ho kak u cka3ana Meny3a, Ml BO3JlaraeM HafleXOy Ha BeChb MUD Ha Hee, CaMOro 3JI0T0 BOIIeOHMKa
B uctopuu. OHa cymacmepnmasa? Unu Mel cymaciieqmue?

- YTo XKe HaM Telepb fenaTh? - IMsaas Ha cobpaHue NTofiel ¥ OPeBHIOI0 TeTeHNapPHYI0 YapoNeKy
['epMHOHY, C JOCTOMHEIM JIMIIOM CKa3asia: - THl TOJIXKHA 3[IeCh OBITh, THI IIOCTEOHSAST HAaoekKaa 9TOTO
MHpa.

CormnacHo npeBHel nereHpe, korga Ceccu yMmepia, oHa Oblia 1ereHapHbIM BONIIEOHUKOM 6-T0
YPOBHSL.

Temepb OHa CTasla TPU3PAKOM U IIPOMAOJIKAET MPAaKTUKOBAThCs. OHA BOIIIa B 3II0C CEAHMOTO YPOBHSI.

Haxe pyma @ypcu OTKphIIa OeclipeliefeHTHLIM IyTh Pa3BUTUA "HEKPOMaHTa". 9TO TakK XKe TPYHHO,
KaK ¥ OTKPBITHE COBEPIIEHHO HOBOI'O L[apCTBa LJIs TPEHUPOBOK C TEJIOM IIpU3pakKa.

- OTO 3MOC CegpMOro ypoBHS. Bo3MOXKHO 11, YTO ApEeBHUE TPH BeAbME], CeccH, BOT-BOT IIPOPBYT
nony6oros? - [epMuoHa 3axriia MpobiecK HageXKIbl.

- 9TO TSAKEJIO0, CIIULIKOM TSI3Keso. ITO GecpelleeHTHBIN TyTh, ¥ OH CJI0OXKHEe, YeM ITPAKTUKA KU3HU.
MHe moYTH HeBO3MOXKHO ITPOPBAThCS Yepes moy6oros. Memy3a - eMMHCTBEHHAs HaoeXka.

repMI/IOHa TO2K€ MOJIUUT. XOTsI ceidac Y Hee HEIIPpUATHOCTH, Y HEE BCE ellle €CTh KaKasi-TO HagexXKa,
4YeM PaHBbIIIe. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Ha UX CTOPOHE TPHU INMUYECKHE BEOAbMEI, d HMEHHO: Ceccu, H_[apJ'[OTTa
" OHa.



- KctaTtu, ymepimve oXuBaioT. MoxKeM JIM MBI OXKUBUTH Meny3y? - DUPMUH BHE3AITHO YTO-TO
npUIyMart.

- ¢l He oBnapien 9TUM TaOyHPOBAHHKIM KOJIIOBCTBOM. JTO CJIMIIKOM CJI0KHO. X0Td Mefny3a nmepepana
MHE TI0JTHBIe TTPUHITUIIEI KOJIJOBCTBA, OCBOGHHE pa3pabd0TaHHOM €10 CUCTEMBI KOJIMOBCTBA 3aHUMAeT
OecuynCcIeHHOe KOIHYeCcTBO jeT. [Tocie ee cMepTH HUKTO HE CMOXKET BEPHYTh KUBHIX U MEPTBHIX...

Ceccu CHO TOHMMAET, YTO ee YUEHUKY HAaKOIUIU 3HaHUA 3a noutu 800 jeT, ycTas, pa3jIudyHble
OOCTUKEHHUS yKe IIPEeB30IIJIY ee, HO IMYHOCTh Meny3hl CIUIIKOM SKCTpeMasbHa, CIUIIKOM
9KCTpeMalbHa.

- Ho X0T4 51 He MOTY OKMBUTb MEPTBHIX, OHa MOXKET caMa 0KUBUTL cels! - BHe3anmHo cka3an ®ypcwu.

Camoo03Banue?

CobGepelib CBOU AYIITH?

Ceccun Imepenai TOoJIIie 060)1p5{101uee IMoCi1aHue.

- 4 omHaX[BI BUIE]T B ee 3aMeTKax 0 KOJIIOBCTBE, YTO OHA YIIOMSIHYJIa MBICIIb, YUTO TI0CJIe €€ CMEPTHU
OHa CMOXkeT co0paTh CBOIO YIIy, IPOKUTH BTOPYIO XKU3Hb, CTATh 0€3TEJIECHBIM IIPU3PaYHbIM
MMIIEPATOPOM U BEPHYTHCS CHOBA, - CKa3ajia OHa.

BB1710 HEKOTOPOE BOJIHEHME.

mapHOTTa CKa3zasna: - 9TO BCEero Julllb IIPpEenInoJyIozKeHune. Ecnu OBl 0Ha Moryia, oHa Ol criacia cebs. Ei
He HYXKHO OBIJIO KMATh 3TOT0 MOMEHTA.

- Ia, eciu OBI OHA MOTJIAa ONIPABUTHCS IIOCJIE CBOEH CMEPTH, OHa OBl pomuiiach 3aH0BO. OHa He OblTa
OBl ceriyac TaKoM CIOKOMHOM. - Ho XOTs 1 He MOTY 0KHUBUTh MEPTBEIX, S €[]Ba MOT'y 00IIIaThCS C ee
Pa3pO3HEHHBIM CO3HAHUEM 10 €€ CMePTH. 1 MOTy IPOBEPUTH, IIPOBETIAa IM OHA CAMOBOCCTAHOBJIEHUE
mepeq CBOeM CMepThIO, HO BOCCTAHOBJIEHNE HE yIaoCh.

Cepcu 9TO CKa3asa, ¥ KaXK[blil U3 HUX OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY.

Bce 3narT, uTo Meny3a Obla mobexkneHa B BoyHe. MbI MOkeM 06ImaTecs ¢ Meny30i o ee CMepTH U
IIOCMOTPETH, YTO OHA KCIIBITaNa 4O CBOel cMepTu. Bo3MOXKHO, ee BEI3NOPOBIIEHNE He yOalIoCh U3-3a
OTCYTCTBHUS OTIPEMIEeNIEHHbBIX YCIIOBHA, B OHA MOTYT IIOMOYb.

bomnee Toro, rnepen CMEPTHIO Mex[y3a OCTaBWJIa UM KaKOe-TO IT0CIaHue 3710r0 60ora u CMOTJIa JI1 OHA
HaWTH penienue CII0OKHNUBIIET0CsA 3aTPYOTHUTEIIBHOT'O MOJIOXKEHUT?



Vx ThI!

CrtpaHHOE cepo-uyepHoe psibiieHre, MeJIeHHO OTKPHIBAIOIIeeCss HUMOOM.

3BOHKHM CO BCEX HaIlpPaBJIEHUH 110 OIpefeIeHHOM YaCTOTe PaCIpPOCTPaAHAIOTCS B pa3HblE CTOPOHEI,
CJIOBHO OXKHUIas OTKIUKa OTKy[a-To.

Bort Tak!

9To moxoxke Ha Psidb.

[To nmpomecTBUY NoIy4Yaca rae-To, KakeTcsl, 0TO3BaI0Ch 9XOM, U B T'0JIOBaX BCEX BO3HUK I0OJIOC.
970 6b11 ros10c Meny3hl, UCITyCKaeMEBIN IIepe]] CMEPTHIO.
«970... UcTHHA?»

«41 Buxky cmepTh!! OKa3bIBaeTCS, UCTUHH CMEPTH HE KOCHYThCS HUKOTHA. YBUIETD K€ TOJI0C...
MOXKE€M TOJIbKO MBI, KOTIa Ha CAMOM [ieJie BIIYCTUM CMEPTh».

C BEJIUKOU PafioCThIO.
Ycnex!

JIromu meperasgeiBalOTCs, 9TO U BIPSIMb OBLT T0JT0C Meny3sl Iepen CMEPTHI0, TOTHa 3BYK PAlOCTH, B
OOHOYAChe Pa3HECCS 110 TOPHOMY XpeOTy.

A 3aTeM OHM YCIIBIIANY CIeAYIOMIUY Io0c, 3To ObUT O0ApEI camoltenoT: «HakoHeU-To s mpoducs,
3axkeyb OTOHb - 3T0...» TOJIYy ITOPa3uio0. BEICTYIMI XOJIOOHEIM 10T, HAa KOXe MOSBUIUCH IIJIOTHEIE
MUK, MoxkeT 511 OBITh TaKOe TSIKKO0? Mefqy3a B TOT pa3 BOBCE He IOTepIiesia Heyaady, a Ha caMOM
leJie yKe... HO TaK KakK OH yKe IIPOpBaJICd B IT0Iy0OTH, HETIPEMEHHO 3aKXKeT 00KeCTBEHHBIN OT'OHb,
craB borom. Kak o mor ymepets?

«B03M0xHO, cMepTh Mefy3sl B TOT pa3 - 3T0 OblIa yxKe Ooee yKacHas ICTHHA».

I Boper1 BaBunoHCKOro Llapst MepTB, OBLIM MIHOBEHHO HalyraHbl OeCUnCIeHHBE MUHUCTPH BEMIbM,
takue Kak Cuccu, llapnoTTa, 'epmuona u gaxe ITans FOuCaHE.

«[Tocnymaure!»

OpMUHB BHe3aIlHO YIIUIIHYJa Nal04Ky, a Nasblbl IpUAaBuia 10 OeTU3HH. 3aTeM KPUKHYIa:
«Cnymanre!».

T'omoc Meqy3el BCe ellle pa3faeTcs 3X0M.
«Mup - aTo adepa! ITo Kknerka!»
«Bboru Ha Hebecax 0OMaHLIBAIOT Hac!»

«Ha 9Toi HemIoJOPOMHOM 3eMJie HUKaKue 00TH He MOTYT POOUTHCS. MEI, citabble CyIecTBa,
pasopBany boXui MOCT, ¥ COelaTh 3TOT IIar HEBO3MOXKHO».



«Bbor HebecHr#! ECu TH MUJIOCTHUB, €CIM TH COCTPafaTeleH, ToYeMy He ITpoBefels MeHs? 5
JKeJalo OTIPABUTHLCS B TBOM MUD, S XOUYy OTIIPABUTLCS B cTpaHy 60roB! d ctany Tam 60rom».

Bomnun rosoc.

Jliomu CMyTHO YBUOENX Ype3BEIYaHO MedaabHy0 KapTUHY, YMEPIINUil UMIIepaTop BONIIeOHUKOB,
CJIOBHO KpuWy4aliuit HeOy, pyraoinii, pBYLIUYA Ha YaCTHU CEPMLE U JIeTKUe, ¢ 6e3yMHueM.

Bo mBopiie BaBunmoHCKOro Llaps MO3BOHOYHUK TIOAEH HAIIOTHUICS X0JI0A0M, KOTOPBIA CJIOBHO OTKPHII
OBEPb Y2KACHOU IIpaBfe.

«Meny3a, KaK 0OHa MOTJIa...» 9T0 OB IEPBHIY pa3, Korfga ['epmuona, Cepcu u ApyTre YCIbIIIanu
TAKOW MYYMTEJIbHBIN UM 3BYK OT TaKOM ropaoi Meny3sl. OHa Oblla pacCTpoeHa U
0ecroMoIIHa, CII0BHO [UTS.

Iaxe Korfa ee pa3rpoOMUJI UMIIEPATOP aJIXUMHUHU, ¥ OHA CTOJIKHYJIACh CO CMEPThIO, OHa He Oblyla Tak
ordassHHAa. OHa OBI7Ia HACTOJIBKO XKECTKa, YTO Iafiaja C HOT eIUHOXK[IH, ¥ BCE XKe MOTJIa TepPIeTh
yHUXKeHre Ha npotsaxkeHuu 400 set, HO Teneps... OHa 3mech nana.

«Mp&I Bce yraganu HenpaBuiabHo! OHa, BO3MOXKHO, CMOTJIa OBl ciacTé ce0s1 ¥ BOCCTaHOBUTHCS II0CTIE
CMepTH, HO, IIOX0XKE, OHA 4YTO-TO yBHUea. BeCh ee 4enoBeK PyxHYJI, U OHa pellniia IPUHATh
CcOOCTBEHHYIO CMEPTH, He Kejas Mpo0yXKaaTbCs!»

JIromm IMMeperndauyianucCh, ¥ U3 yMa BEIPBAJIaChk 3Ta HEBEPOATHAA MEICIIb.

Mepny3a siBsieTCs BONIeOHUIIEH, Tpecienyollel mpeaenbHyio UCTHHY. OHa BIepeau ao60ro
BEJIMKOT0 UMIIepaTopa BO BCe 3moxu. [laxe mepeq CBOeH CMEPThIO OHA IIPOPBaiach K
OecmpelieleHTHOMY IT0JIy60Ty 1 coOMpaeTcs 3axKeyb 00KeCTBEeHHBIN OTOHb... OMHAKO YTO XKe OHa
oOHapyXuJjia B MOMEHT CTaHOBJIeHUs borom?

Cepcu BHITNISIfENNa HAallyTaHHOU.

Cnymasi TpUYUTaHUS CBOUX YUYEHHUI] ITepel CMEPTHIO, B ee ceplle OBl 0K CUTbHEE, YeM Y KOTO-
nu0o0.

HOTOMY YTO BCIO 3IIOXY KOJIMOBCTBA OTKPEIJIA €€ PYKa, ¥ OHa BEIBEJIa €€ CaMa.

CMmyTHO Kak OynTo B ee cepAlle BO3HUKIIA YucTask GpaHTa3us, KoTopas Oblja pa3faBieHa U He MOTJia
He npobopMoTaTh: «BenmuKue Ooru! K yeMy B TeueHue BCET0 BpeMeHU CTPEMUJIUCH CMEPTHEIE Ha
3eMJie, 9TH BeObMBI?»

«Mepkypuit, 60T MympoCTH, mpolry Te0st, CKaxu MHe! Mel B TeueHre 6eCCUETHBIX JIET 3aHUMAITUCh
YUYEeHUSIMU U UCCTIeNoBaiu OecyucieHHble UCTUHEL. Korga mogouy K KOHIY, MOMEHTY CTaHOBIIEHUS
Borom - 3T0 KpyieHue camoro ce0si, a 3aTeM CMEPTH?»

OHa BHE3aITHO paccMesiiach ¥ IIOTePsia caMoobiiafmaHue.
B ee mamsiTHu BCe ellle 0OCTAeTCsS COJTHEYHHBIN IeHb B OpPeBHEM BaBUJIOHCKOM IyieMenu 800 net Ha3af.
B 6acceitHe AMum TpaBa 3eJIeHa.

Tpu cecTpsl ¢ 3eJIEHEIMU MTPOCTHIMHU TJIa3aMU U XKTYYUMU B3TJIsAgaMu ciyinanu ['epmeca, 6ora
MyapoCTH Ha HeGecax, ¥ BaHb IToBefaia CMEPTHHIM U3 IIJIEMEH Ha 3eMJie «TPOMHOe 3HAHUE ITPABMIbI»,
KOJIMOBCTBO, METUTALIUIO U JIXUMHUIO.



Hex#neiit ronoc bora go cux mop 3BYYUT B MO€EW T'OJIOBE:

«MepuTanus — 3TO MyTh K CAMOCOBEPIIEHCTBOBaHMI0! TakuM 00pa30M BHl 3aKJIaIbIBAETE OCHOBY
Bora! ITyTs K Harrel Benukol xku3nu! CrrocoOHOCTh YIPaBIATh MOTYIIECTBOM MUPA, Kak ... »

CunbHas, Kak Cecu, oHa Oblyla OIMHOKA, CJIOBHO 0ECIIOMOIIIHOE OUTS, TIOJIHOE CMITeHus. «Meny3a,
OHa PyXHYJ/a, ¥ MBI TOXe 3a0myaunucek... boxe! TBoit Hapod He MOXKET HAaWTH IIyTh K TBOEU BEJTUKOMN
JKU3HY U [IBEPb K UCTUHE».

YTto Takoe uctuHa?
910 0OMaH?
Bo3MoxkHO...

MoxeT, MHE cieyeT ObITh II0X0Kel Ha APYTuX OBYX BeobM. He U3MEHSTh U He KeJlaTh KUTh BTOPOH
pas.

4 momxkHa OBITH OBOJIBHA TEM, YTO YMPY IIOCIIe TPEX uynec MepKypusi, 60ra MyIPOCTH: «I[BETOUHOMN
TabneTku», «BoXbero nnava» ¥ «KpoBaBOro JoXKad ¢ Heba». Kak u Te [Boe — JIy4llle yMePETS,
OKPYKEHHOU KPaCHUBOU JI0XKbIO?

«Bropoit? Bor.
Xa-xa-xa...
Cecu He MOTIa caepXkKaTh CMEX.

CmepTh Meny3sl, BoCKpelleHue 3710ro 6ora Kecio u oTyasiHHas «IIpaBHa» 60ToB, pacKphiTas Iepeq
CMepThIO... BCé 9TO MPOU30IIIO OJHO 3a APYTUM, 0TUero jauilo Cecu MrHOBEHHO GyITO COCTapUIOCh.

«Mepnysa, 4TO THl BUOULIL?»

OpMUH MONSATUIIACH U yIlajla Ha TPOH, CJIIOBHO IIBITAsICh PA3TrIsAgeTh Yepe3 TEMHO-XKENToe HeOO U
3eMIto 6oroB B rita3y 6ypu. «Moct Bora pa3pyuies! Jlromu He MOTyT cTaTh Ooramu? bor oOMaHbIBaeT
Hac? Yto oOHapyxkuia Memysa? 9To mpaBpa o Oorax Halnero BoniiebHoro Mrupa. f He Bepio!»

['nmaps Ha OKPY2KaIOIIKX €€ JII0fiel, OHa IOYyBCTBOBAJa UAEI0:

«41 GombIlle CKIOHSIOCH K MBEICTH, 4TO Bor Ha HeGecax He 0OMaHeT Hac, a HalllK ClTydyaliHble HOTagKy O
crnoBax Memy3sl — mpocTo caMmooTpuiianue! §1 Bepro, 4TO HAall MyTh He 6yAeT HEIPABUIIbHEIM, U S
MOy UCKaTh UCTUHY, KOTOPYIO yBUeNla Mefny3a...» E€ pa3yM OblI TBEPA, U B TPaHCe OHa
BCIIOMHMJIa [TPEMJIOKEeHNe, KOTOPOe IIpernofaBasa cebe e€ yuuTeabHUIA:

BenpMBl — 3TO Tpynna ofen, KOTOpkle UCCIEeAyIOT UCTUHY. [IoHUMaHKe UCTUHH U e€ U3y4eHrue —
BOT YTO NOJIXKHA [eNlaTh BeIbMa.
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