ApTyp MeQJIeHHO OTKPHLI I'/la3a, HO 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO €T0 OKPyKaeT ThMa. BO3Oyx Kas3ascs 3aTXIIBIM,
a 3eMJIs IO HUM Obljla y2Ke He MyCToM, a rpy6oii. Co CTOHOM OH IepeKaTuics Ha OOK U TOMHSIICS,
OIIYIIBIBAs MOPOTY. B HECKONMBKUX MeTpax OT ceOsi OH 00HAPYXKUII CKAbHYIO CTEHY.

—Ilemepa, ma?— mpoOopMoTas ApPTyp, 3arsabiBas B KYPTKY B MTOMCKAX CBOUX OOBIYHEIX Belrel. OH
B3[IOXHYJI C 00JIeTyeHreM, KOTa ero pykKa Hallfyliajla B Harpy[JHOM KapMaHe KOpPOOOK CIIHYeK.
YUpKHYB CIIMYKOM O CaIloT, OH CO3[a HeOOIbIIoN NCTOYHUK cBeTa. Ero 6blJI0 HEMHOT0, HO OH
obecrieyrBal HEKOTOPYIO BUOUMOCTE. B HECKONIbKUX (hyTax OT HETO Ha MOJICTaBKe CTOSII
He3aXKEeHHHH (aker.

—Bort 310 ygo6cTBa, — mpobopMoTas 0H, OBICTPO CXBaTuI ¢aken u 3axer ero. OcBeleHne
TI03BOJIUIIO €My OLIEHUTh 00CTaHOBKY. OmHaKo 00a HampaBIeHUs Ka3aauCh OMMHAKOBO IIyOOKUMU U
YTPOXKAIOIIUMH.

—Yepr... Kyma, uepT Bo3bMHU, OH MeHS 3aBe?— mpo0ypuas ApTyp, He 3Hasi, B KaKOM HallpaBJIeHUHU
OBUTAThCA Aasnbiie. OH HAIpAT CIyX, HafgesCh YI0BUTh IIYM BeTpa UK XKyp4yaHUe BOIbI, HO HUYETO
He ObI10. Pa3ovyapoBaHHbIM, OH B3NOXHY U PeIIn uaTH Brepen. Kommac Ovl1 OB cefiyac Kak Hemb3s
KCTaTH, Jaxe ecu Obl OH He MOT yKa3aTh BEIXO[. [lepKa ¢akesl B IeBOM pyKe, a B IIPaBOM MHCTOJIET,
ApTyp IJIOTHO IPUXKAJICS K CTEHe.

Emy Bce elre ObIJI0 TPYOHO IOBEPUTH, UTO OH KHUB. CJI0Ba He3HAKOMIIAa HE BHIXOJUJIU U3 T'OJIOBH,
HallOMKHAs eMy, YTO 3TO He IIPOCTO COH B IIpefCcMepTHEIe MUHYTH. OH 4yBCTBOBas ce0s1 HECOMHEHHO
JKUBBIM, HECMOTPS Ha KYTKOe MecTo. Bcsi cuTyalus Ka3anach CIOpPearTuCTUYHOM.

[IelCTBUTEIBHO U OH 3aCJIyKUJI BTOPOY IIaHC? ITOT BOIIPOC He faBajl eMy IIOKos. B ero rnasax
OTBET Ka3aJICsl 0YeBUIHKIM: HET, He 3aciykKuBaeT. [IpecTynneHus, COBepIIeHHbIE Ha IPOTIXKEeHINN
BCEW XXKU3HU, HE MOTYT OBITh YHUYTOXKEHBI HECKOJIbKMMU aKTaMU UCKYIUIeHus. OgHAKO, Cyas 110
CJI0BaM He3HAKOMI[a, OH AeMCTBUTENIBHO HUUYero He cTep. OH IPOCTO IPefoCTaBuI eMy BO3MOXKHOCTh
VCKYIIUThL CBOIO BUHY.

Ho yTo 3T0 BoOOIIE 3HauUuT? Kak g MOTy UCKYIUThL BCE, YTO HATBOPUII?

B TeMHOTe 3aleBenusicsa KamelleK, 3aCTaBUB ApTypa OCTAaHOBHUTLECA Ha MeCTe U IIOOHATH (I)aKeJ'I. On
HaKJIOHHUJI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY, HallpArad CIIyX.

—9u? TaM KTO-TO eCTh?

o yieit ApTypa moHeccs c1abblit 3BYK IIaroB, KOTOPHIM CTAHOBUIICS BCe TPOMYe, OTHABASICh 9XOM B
nemiepe. [1o pa3amMepy I1aroB OH ONPEEeNn, YTO 3TO HeOOJIbII0e KUBOTHOE, HO €T0 OE€CIIOKOMIIO
IIPUCYTCTBUE HECKOJIbKUX Iap HOT. [1efCTBYSI MHCTUHKTUBHO, OH BEIXBATHUJI U3 KOOYPHI PEBOILBED
Kamnnoyast u oTOpocui Kypok Hazagn. OTCTYNuB Ha3al, OH MOAHSJ OpyXKHUe, IIPUIIEIUBasCh B TEMHOTY.
Korpga maru mpuOnIu3uInch, ero rjia3a paclIupuInch B HeJoyMeHun. M3 TeHU MOSBUINCH MaJIeHbKHE
OnmemHO-3eMeHbIe PUTYpPKH. PocToOM OHM OBIIIM €[IBa JIH BHIIIE MAJIeHbKOT0 JI7KeKa, eCcjii He MeHbIIIe, C
IJIMHHBIMK 3a0CTPEHHBIMHU yIIaMHU U HocaMu. HecMOTps Ha X MHHUATIOPHOCTL, APTYP 3aMeTHU Y
HUX Ipy0oe opyXKue - KOmbsl U HeOOoIbIlIre HOXKHY, 3aKaThle B PyKax.

—YT0 9TO 3a ypOoaIuBEIe YOIIOOKNA?— Mpo6opMOoTan APTyp, ero B3I Cy3uCs, KOTOa OH HabTiomann
3a ux npubauxkeHreM. OHU OCTAaHOBUIUCH IIPUMEPHO B IBYX MeTpaX OT HEro U, Ka3asocCh,
HaOmogamy 3a HUM. MxX geixaHue OBIJI0O HEPOBHBIM, TIOX0XKHUM Ha HU3KOE PhIYaHue. APTyp He ObI
yYBEPEH, YTO OHHU MOTYT TOBOPHUTH, HO OH Y3HAJI I'ojiof B uX ria3ax. OH BUIEI TaKO# XKe BTSN Y



OUKVX XAIIHUKOB, HA KOTOPBIX OXOTUJICS PAHBIIE.
A Temnepb OHU CMOTPEINU Ha HETO.

Opua u3 TBapei cpenana imar 671xKe, MOAHSB Kombe. [JefCTBYSI MHCTUHKTUBHO, APTyp HaXal Ha
KYPOK CBOET0 MUCTONeTa. [lemepa HAMOIHUIIACh YEPHBIM ITOPOXOBHIM JEIMOM, KOTMIa Pa3[asics
BeICTpes1. OH yBH[IEJ, KaK I0JI0Ba MaJeHbKOTO YyOOBHINA pa3jieTesiack Ha KycKu. OCTalbHEIE
HEeMe[JIEHHO OTCTYIIU/IH, UX IIepBOHAYaIbHAS YBEPEHHOCTh CMEHHUJIACh HEPEUTUTETEHOCTRIO U
3aMelaTenbcTBoM. Ho oHM He pa3bexkanuch, KakK KPBICH, KakK Hafesncs ApTyp.

«OHu eme He 3aKoHuMIH. Eme HeT,» - mogymas ApTyp, Iojlarasichk Ha cBoe uyTbe. OH 3HAJ, YTO
HY2KHO YHUYTOXKWTh eIlle OMHOTO WIIM OBYX, YTOORI 10 HUX IOII0. EC/TM eMy ymacTcs 3aCTaBUTh UX
OTCTYNIHTh, OH OYHET BIOJIHE JOBOJIEH, 9TO IIO3BOJIUT €My Pa3BEPHYTHCS U MTOUTH B
IIPOTHBOIIOIOKHOM HAIlPABJIEHUH.

OmHakKo, KakK pa3 KOrfa OH IIPUTOTOBUIICS BEICTPEJIUTH, OH YCIIBIIIAI €1Ba CIIBIIITHEIM 3BOH JIyKa. B
clemylollee MTHOBEHUE CTPEJIa MTPOH3UIIA €T0 JIeBoe IIey0. XOTs CTpesia BOIIa He CIIUIIKOM
ry00Ko, 00711 OBIJIO HOCTATOYHO, YTOOB! OH BEIPOHUI (haKel.

—APT'X!— ApTyp BCKpPUKHYJ OT 6071, Cpa3y ke M0KaJeB 0 CBOEN HePeIIUTeIbHOCTH T10CTIe
yOuiicTBa IepBOro MOHCTpa. Temeps OBIIIO SICHO, YTO 9TUX CYIIECTB HE TaK-TO JIETKO 00ECKypaXKHUTh.
Emy crnegoBasio pacupaBUTLCA ellle C ONHHUM.

HecmoTps Ha xKry4yio 00716, APTYp Kpemde CXkaJjl PeBOIbBEp U MOMHSII er0, KOTria MOHCTPHI
Opocunuch Ha Hero. Emle ofgHa mynsi, BLINyIeHHAs Bliepe[, 3acTaBula OOHO U3 CYIIECTB II0JETETh
Ha3ajl, TUIIUB KU3HU. HO OH He MOT OCTaHOBUTHCS Ha 9TOM. OH IIOHSIJI, YTO eMy BCe elle HyXKHO
3a0paTh CBOH (akes. TOYHO MPHUIETUBINNCH, OH BHITYCTHII €Ie OJUH IAaTPOH, OMHUM BEICTPETIOM
yOuB [IByX U3 mpecinenyolnei ctau. CTUCHYB 3yObl, OH BEITSHYII JIEBYIO PYKY, IIBITAsICh CXBAaTUTh
daxker.

W TyT OH 3aMeTu 3TO - OMHO M3 CYIIEeCTB KPajoCh CIipaBa OT HETO B TEMHOTE. Y HETO He ObII0
NOCTAaTOYHO BpeMeHH, YTOOH cpeardpoBaTh. KpUK aroHUM BHIPBAJICS U3 YCT APTypa, KOraa OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK HOXK BOH3UJCS eMy B Oempo. [Taas Ha3a, OH CHOBa BEIPOHU ¢akesn. Ho mpexme
yeM MaJleHbKOe YyHOBHIIE CMOIJI0O HAHECTH €My HOBBIM yOap, ApTyp IOAHSII CTBOJI CBOETO IIUCTOJIeTa
Y IIpOofieJial OrPOMHYIO IBIPY B ero uepere. Temo oTOPOCHIIO K CTeHe Ielllephl, OCTaBIsAsI 3a co00M
KPOBAaBLIN CIIE.

3acToHaB, APTYp CXBATUJICS 3a HOXK, BOTKHYTHIHM B HOTY, ¥ C KPHKOM 60TH BEIOEPHYT ero. OgHaKo
BpEMeHU Ha To, 4T0Okl 06paboTaTh paHy, y Hero He Obiyt0. Korya oH ¢ TpymoM IOJHSJICS Ha HOTH, K
HeMy OPOCHUIIHCH ellle HECKOJIBKO TBapel. AqpeHasuH XJIBHYT B €T0 BeHHI, Ka3aJi0Ch, 3aMeIsst
BpeMsi, KOTa OH TOYHO IIPHUIEITUJICS ¥ BCAAUII CMEePTEIbHYIO MYJII0 B TOJIOBY KaxkXOoMy u3 Hux. Ux
TeJla 0TOPOCUIIO Ha3afl, a Ha Inesx 6oJbiie He OBIIO I'OJIOB.

—B&I ManieHbKUe. .. YOTIOOKY...— APTYP 3aKalllJIsAICs, IIOYYBCTBOBAB BHE3AIIHOE T'OJIOBOKPYXKeHue. OH
3aMeTUJI KPOBL Ha IIPaBOii UKPe, TOHKas IJIeHKa ITOKPhIBaja KOHYMKY MasbleB. OH omacacs
Xy[IIero.

«YepT. Haperwcs, 9T0 HE TO, YTO 4 AyMaro.»

Ho oH He MOT 3allUK/IMBaTHCS Ha CBOUX CcTpaxax. CHOBa MOOHSB IIUCTOJET, OH Halle/IuJICS Ha
oyepemHOro MoHCTpa. K ero yxacy, nuctonet He BeicTpenui. [Iyctou. Yept!

Yro ObI HE3HAKOMEL HU CJIeJIal C ero OPyXKHEM, OH HE IIOIIOJTHUIL 6oesamac. ApTyp IIOTAHYIICA K



II0SICY, CXBaTHJI JIEBOU PYKOM KOBOOWCKHUI PeBOJIbBED U C 00JIbI0 MIOAHSII €T0 AJis BrIcTpena. Korga
OIHO M3 YyHOBUII MPUOIU3UIIOCh, OH 3aMETHI APYTroro Ha Kpalo cinaboro ceeta (akenos, KOTOPHIT
yXKe OTBOIOUI Ha3af cTpeny. [Ipu3HaB ero 6ojiee omacHLIM, OH OBICTPO BCAOUII IIYJII0 eMY B GPIOXO.
Korpga ocraBmuiicsi MOHCTP IPUONIU3UIICS, OH CHOBA MOTSHYJICS K MOSICY X OOCTall U3 HOXEH
OXOTHUYHUU HOX.

MarsneHbKUY MOHCTD IPHITHYJI €My Ha I'PyAb, IOBaJIUB €r0 CIMHOY Ha 3eMJito. CTUCHYB 3y0bl, ApTyp
BOH3HUJI HOX IIPSIMO €My B XKUBOT, 0TUETO CYIIEeCTBO U3[aio ci1abblil KPUK, a 3aTeM OH OTOPOCHUII €ro.
3agrIxasch, OH Jiexasl Ha CIIMHe II0CJIe ellle OMHOTO ITOUTH CMEePTENIbHOro ucxona. I'onosa Oblna
JIETKOM, ¥ OH [lorafascs O IpUYUHe.

—Yeprt. [ToxoxKe, BCe 3TU «BTOPHIE IIIAHCH» MTOJIHOE IEPhMOM, a?— IIPo6opMOoTan ApTyp, €ro yiu
YIJIOBUJIH 3BYK MPUOIMKAIOIIAXCSI MOHCTPOB ¥ MX OLICTPHIE IIIAaTH II0 HEPOBHOU 3eMII€.

9To ¥ OBLI af, He TakK JIu?
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