He 3Has, 4TO TO, YTO g TOJILKO YTO CHEeJIaJ, Ha caMoM fejie ObIJI0 OTPOMHOM Bellblo. 1 Hacmaxaancs
OLIyIIIeHNEM BEICACHIBAHUS €0 AYIIEBHON SHEPTHUU. Bce OCTanbHBIE IEMOHbI, KOTOPhIE CMOTPENU Ha
Hamry ¢ HyapoM cxBaTKy, OBUIM YIKUBIIEHHI TEM, UTO 51 yOUII 9TOTO ieMoHa 0e3 BCAKUX YCUIIUH.

A Takxke YBUOE]I HECKOJIBKO KPACHLIX I''Ta3, C UHTEPECOM CMOTPAINNUX HAa MEH... qa Cpa3y XKe IIOHTI,
49TO JEMOH, CMOTpHH.IPIfI Ha MEHS CO CKaJIbl, He ObLI OOLIYHEIM... Y HE€ ObIJIM TaKKe 3JeTaHTHhHIE U
OCTPERIE T'JIa3a... Ee AOYXOBHO€ TeJIO JaBaJI0 TAKOE XKe OIIyIIEeHNEe, KaK U Y Hyapa.

3aTeM g BAPYT TOYYBCTBOBAI CJIa00CTh U C TPYAOM YCTOsI Ha Horax. M CHOBa £ yCIBIIIal ero
YHUKaJbHBIY TPEBOXKHEIN cMeX: "Kydpybydy... Kak 1 1 oxkupgasn, oHa JeUCTBUTENIbHO Takad...". A
IIOTOM BCE CTaJI0 YEPHBIM.

"9T0 YyBCTBO... KaK B TOT pa3... Kak mosiro ato 6s10? [ymar s, IeTs CKBO3b 3TO 6ECKOHEUHOE
IIPOCTPAHCTRBO.

"Kyxaxa! OueHb HEOXKUIAaHHO YBUOETh TeOs CHOBA CITyCTS 4yTh O0JbIle Toma!" BOCKJIUKHYI KTO-TO, U
s1 BCIIOMHUJI €70 TOJIOC... He MOXKeT OHITh, TpaBaa?

OOGepHYBIIKCH, 9 yBUAeN [IpakoHa, KOTOPHIM, Ka3asloCh, iexXal Ha Y4€M-TO U YXATal MaHTy... Aa-1a,
umMeHHO MAHTY!!! Bet MoxeTe B 9TO ToBepuTh? JIpakoH mepedupaeT MaHTy CBOUMU OTPOMHBIMU
KOTTSIMU! OTO BRITJIIOUT COBEPIIEHHO HEJIEIO.

"91, crapuk! [ToueMy g CHOBa 3mech? 3a4eM ThHl CHOBa [103Bajl MeHs Clofa!" CIIpoCuil S ero HeMHOTO
nocIHeIrHo, He Tebe MeHs cynuTh! OH GoJbllle TIOX0XK Ha OTaKy, 4eM g Torga!

"Kyxaxa! Tel He ©U3MEHMIICA... OCMENIUIICS Ha3BaTh MeHs, Benukoro 3se3gHoro Kopons [IpakoHa,
cTapukoM!" BOCKIMKHYI BenpaHaBa, cMesiCh KaK CyMacCIleAIIni.

¢ mpocTo CMOTpen Ha Hero C MyCTHIM TUIOM: "Pa3Be TH He cTapuk? THl BeOb CO3[all BCE, HE TaK JIA?
Kaxk KT0-TO MOXeT OBITh cTapire Te0s?" mpoCcTo CKa3all .

BenmanaBa MITHOBEHHO rnepecTana CMeAThCA... BGPOHTHO, g 3afell ero paHeHoe MECTO... Cepbé3H0, OH
TaKOH Xe, KaKuM OBLI Bennopa B IIEPBLIX I''ldABaX MaAHTH. KJIHHYCB, OH BHITJIAEII KaK HapHCOBaHHBIfI
IIepCOHaX, KOTOprfI TOJIBKO 4YTO ITIOJIYYHII IIIOK OT CBO€EM XKHU3HU.

"Kak KeCcTOKO C TBOEM CTOPOHHL... a 51 CUuTan Te0s CBOUM APYroM-0TaKy", — BHe3aIllHO CKa3all
BenpmanBa HEMHOTIO OIleYaleHHBIM ['OJI0COM.

"ITa nagHo Tebe, cTapuk!" f xoTen OBIIO MPOTECTOBAThL IPOTUB €0 Hapsida, HO OBIT OCTAaHOBJIEH
I'onmocom Mupa

[BrimonHeHbl TpeGOBaHUS 15t JasIbHEHIeN 3BOTIONUY OTOeTbHOT0 'bobiroro [JeMoHa' B
'ApxupgeMoHa'l.



"Kyxaxa, s yOUBJIEH, YTO THl IIPEBPATHUIICS B apXUAeMOHa BCEro yepe3 1 rof mocie poxageHus. ITo
TO, YTO IPOTUBOPEYUT 3aKOHAM LlapCTBa AeMOHOB! [laxke 51 OB HE CMOT 3TOTO MpefcKa3ath. Hy, s
3HAJI, YTO 3TO CIIYYUTCS... 3TO CJI0KHO", — BOCKJIUKHYJ BenganaBa UTPUBLIM TOHOM... JEUCTBUTENIHHO
Me[IJIeHHO, 5 fyMalo, 4T0 3TU McTuHHbIe [[paKOHH - HAaCTOSIIAs 3aH03a B 3aAHUIIE.

"Ila, HaBepHOE, TIOTOMY UTO THI flaJl MHE 3TOT YHHMKAJIbHBIA HaBBIK, CTapuk! U 4To 5 cpaxarncs
HyapoM B TeueHue... IOO0KOU yKe rof!" BOCKIUKHYII .

"... He CTOUT OEeCIIOKOUTHCS O TAKKUX MejlodaX, APyT MoH... Pa3Be TeOe He ObIJIO HHTEPECHO, TI0YEMY
9Ta MaHTa He 3aKOHYeHa?" CIIPOCuU MeHs BenpmaHaBa.

4 mpocTo MOCMOTpENT Ha HeTo, BCE elle o6pabaThiBasi ero HaTypy OTaKy, a 3aTeM OTBETHUI eMY:
"Her... 1 mymalo, IOTOMY 4TO AyTOP-KYH He 3aKOHUYMII €€... HO 51 OBl ¥ IpefCcTaBUThL cebe He MOT, YTO
PEUHKapHUPYIOCh B 9TOM MHUpe", — cKa3all §, a 3aTeM gobasui: "Kak xKaJb, 4TO g He 3Hai0 MHOTOTO O

Oymymem".

"Kyxaxa, s 3HaJI, YTO TH TaK cKaxelrs! I103BO/Ib MHE paccKa3aTh Tebe 0 MPOUCXOXKIEHUN MaHTH B
TBOEM MHpE... ITU MaHT¥ PacCKa3kBalOT TeOe NCTOPHIO O YbeH-TO XKU3HU Ha CIIy4alHOU IIJIaHETE B
MynbTuBCeneHHoM. Te, KOTOphle He OBIJIM 3aKOHYEHHI UM OTJIOKEHBI, MOTYT OBITh IIPOCTO HE
pacckasaHbl, IOTOMY YTO B 9TOM MCTOPUHU KOTO-TO He XBaTaeT", — 00bsiCHUNI BennaHaBa.

4 6b11 mokupoBaH: "He MoxeT OBITE... BBl 2Ke He XOTHUTe CKa3aTh, YTO BCE 9TH MAHTH - HACTOSIIHNE
ucropuu?! Torga mogoxmau..."

"Tvl paB, ucTopusi PuMypy He Oblyla 3aKOHUYEHA, IOTOMY 4TO Te0s He ObII0", — CKa3as BenmaHaga,
npexe 4eM s yCIlesl 3aKOHYUTh IIpefjIokKeHue, 3Has, 4TO s X0TeJl CKa3aTh... Y 0H mOOTBEpOuU TO,
4TO 51 OKHUOATL.

¢ 3amymarncs Ha MTHOBEHHUE... TaK UJIM HHA4e, 3TO MMEJIO CMBICTI, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, eC/IH Obl ST KOTHa-
HUOYOb IIOKUHYIT afi BO BPEMSI ITPU3bIBA, 51 ObI MTOIIET ¥ BCTPETUIT CNTK3b... "[I00K O, pa3Be TH He
CKasaJl, 4To BeIOpaj MO0 OyIIy CIIy4alHO?" BO3MYIIEHHO CIIPOCHII S, 3aMETHUB, UTO OH MHE COJITaJl.

"9X... 4 menCTBUTENBHO BEIOPAJ TBOIO OYIIY CIy4aulHO?"

*Tummuua*

*TummHa*

*Tummuua*

“Tak 3ayeM THI BHI3BaJl MEHS CIOJa BO BpeMs MOET0 3BOJIIOIMOHHOI0 CHa?" CIIPOCUII I €T0



"¢l Ble4aTsIEH TBOUM POCTOM. THI 3Haelb, YTO faxe M3HauanbHEM noTpeboBanock 200-300 ner,
YTOOB! TOCTUYh TOTO YPOBHS CUJIBI, KOTOA OHU CUUTAIOTCS ClabelInyM BUOOM apXUoeMOHOB. 1 Obl
X0TeJ1, 9TOOHI T CTaJI MOCPeIHUKOM KapauHambHOro Mupa", — cka3asl BenpmaHaga.

"TlepBopopaHEIe? A, 3TO Te MapHH... Hyap roBOpUiI 0 HUX KOE-4TO, II0Ka MBI CpaXKajuch... B mobom
cilydae, YTO THl UMeelllb B BUAY, ToBOPs 0 [locpenHuKe?" CIpOCU S 3aUHTEPECOBAHHO.

"JT0 3amanue oT MeHsI, Benukon 3Be3gn K..."

"ITa, TpeKpaTH 9TO JePbMO U IIEPEXONH K fIeny", — cKa3aj s, HeMHOTO pa3ApazKEHHBIN eTro
XBacCTOBCTBOM. Hy, oH, B 0011eM-TO, 60T, HO BCE PaBHO 3TO pa3fapazKaer.

"A? JlapmHoO... Tebe HyKHO OyHeT moapmepKuBaTh O6anaHC MeXKAy JIOAbMH, MOHCTPaMH, IEMOHAMHU U
anrenamu B KaparHanbHOM MUpe U, eclii y Te6s1 OyoeT BpeMsi, IpUCMaTpPHBaTh 3a MOUM MaJIeHbKUM
Benrzapmowm, xa-xa!".

"A? Benn3apn, a He Bengopa? d nymarn, Benmopa - opakoH, Kak ¥ oH? B 711000M ciiy4ae... OH X04erT,
y y

4yTOORI 5 paboTas, fa? ITOT CTaphli APaKOH TOYHO BO3BpalllaeTcs K CBOMM cjioBaM". f 3agymarncs, a

3aTeM CEepbE3HO OTBETUII EMY.

"Hu 3a uto! IIpocTo BrIOepu omHOT0 U3 [IepBOPOKIEHHEIX... OBITIO OB XOPOIIIO OBITH CAMBIM CHIBHBIM
13 HUX, HO IepK¥ MeHSs MOfaible OT 3Toi padoThl! TH MpeKpacHO 3HAEIlb, KakK S He 00T
paboTaTh, ¥ THI JaXKe CKa3aja MHe, YTO XKUTh TaK, KaK THI X04eIlh!"

"4 3Ha, 4TO TH 9TO cKaxellb Kyxaxa!" cKa3as OH CHOBa

"ECTb M YTO-TO, YEro TH He 3HAElllb..." CIIPOCUII A C IIYCTHIM BRIpakKeHUEM JIUIa I10CJIe TOTr0, KaK
CHOBAa IOJIyUMJI TOT XK€ OTBET.

"KoHeYHO, HEeT, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, g1 XKe Benukuii..."

Xopoto, YTO s CHOBA 0CO3HasI ce0s1, TOX0Ke, UTO MOM DBOJIIOIMOHHBIA COH 3aKOHYMIICS, TI0 KpaltHen
Mepe, MHe 00JIblle He HyKHO CITyIIaTh eT0 XBaCTOBCTBO.

Korpa s1 CHOBa OTKPBLII I'71a3a... s OB B UbMX-TO 00BITUSAX? UTO 3a ... 3mech mpoucxonut? 4
OTJISTHYJICS ¥ YBUMOEI, UTO 9TO OB TOT UOUOT Hyap, KOTOPHIM HepKall MEHSI CO CBOel OOBIYHOM
Harjou yiael0KoM Ha Nulle.

"Kydydy, g 38an, 4To TH Oygemntb 0COOEHHOMU, KaK KaJjlb, YTO TH He IPUCOEeJUHUIILCSI K MOEMY POLY
BOT TaK IPoCTO", — cKa3an Hyap, moka s pa3ayMeiBaia, faTh JIM €My XOPOIIYIO IOLMEYHUHY 3a TO, YTO
OH [EePKUT MeHsd, UK 100arofapuTh 3a TO, YTO OH He [ajl MHe yIacTh Ha 3eMIIIO.



*Bax*

Korpma s1 BLIpBasiiach U3 €ro PyK U CHOBA BCTajla HAa HOTH, OH CXBATHUJICS 3a IEKY, BUAUMO, He OXKHUIas
TAKOT'0 TIOBOPOTA COOBITHH.

"TIdd..." ycmbIman s XKeHCKUH T'0JI0C, TMBITAsICh caepkaTh cMeX. O0epHYBIIKCH, ST CHOBA TOCMOTPEN B
Te Ke 0arpoBo-KpacCHHIE T'Ia3a.

"Tak OHa CIIyCTHJIaCh croma? BGPOHTHO, s1 OBLTI B OTKJTIOYKE Ha HEKOTOpO€e BpeMsA M3-3a IBOJIIOIHHN.

"f mpemynpexnana Te6st, Hyap, 4ToOBI T JepaKajl XKeHCKOe Tejl0, —- CKa3aJjla XKeHIIHA,
IIPOMOJIZKasi CMOTPETh Ha MeH4.

"ITox... oymarto, Tl Oblyia ITpaBa, biaH, B 10060M clydae, Io4eMy TH BOOOIIE 3[eCh... Ha MOel
TEPPUTOPHUU U YTO C OPYTUM ToXe", — cKa3al Hyap HECKOIBKO CEPbE3HEIM TOHOM.

"He BonHy¥CS, 5 37leCh HE IJISI TOTO, YTOOBI APaThCS CerofHs... MHe 0ueHb HPABUTCS TBOU
MaJIeHbKUH JeMoH", — cKa3aJl biaH.

[Tocrne Toro Kak Oesblil MEMOH CKa3as 3To, Hyap mpomycTtun aypy, eine 6osee myramollyio, 4eM Koraa
OH cpaxarsicsi co MHOM. f ObIT pa3mocamoBaH: "Tak OH BCE eIle He MCII0Ib30Ball BCE CBOU CHUJIBI ITOCIIE
1eI0ro roga’?

"OHa mos1, brnaH, s yObio TeOs1, eCliu THI IIOMBITAEIILCS COEIaTh YTO-TO CMelTHoe", — cka3an Hyap, u
3eMJIs 3apoxKajia Iof ero JaBieHueM, s eflBa YCTOSJI Ha HoTraX, fyMalo, Kak bosbioi [JeMoH 51 ObIn
Obl TPUaBIEH 3eMJIEN UJTU HaxKe yMep Obl Ha MecCTe.

Ho, HecMOTps Ha cUTyaluio, yiaeiOKa Ha nuile biaH TOMBKO PacCIINpPHUiIach, €€ KPOBb, BEPOSITHO,
KWIIMT OT XKeJIaHUs CpaXkaThCs MPsIMO ceriyac. Kak u 0Kuaanoch, MHE eIé Hy>KHO MHOTO
TPEHUPOBATHCS, HO KOTMA-HUOYIb 5 CTaHy OOHUM M3 BacC, IIOAyMaJl 5, yIbI0asiCh.

Y Bopyr braHKa 00HsI/Ia MEHS... 3TOTO S TOYHO He oxupas. [1o eé moBegeHuio U ToMmy, 4To Hyap
pacckasall MHe O JPYTHX, s MoJyMala, YTO OHa CJIeIUT 3a CBOMM IIOBEOeHUEM, XKejas OBITh
9JIETAHTHOM, a TYyT OHA OOHUMAET MEHSI.

"He Bonnytics, Hyap...  IpocTo X04y IPUTIacuTh €€ KaK-HuOyAb Ha Yail. Y He€ yClloKauBaloIas
aypa. MHTepecHo, nouemy?" - cka3ana brnaHka u 3agyMaiach, HO BCKOPe CHOBa Y/IHIOHYacCh.
"HaBepHOe, 9TO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C €€ YHHUKAJIbHHIM YMeHueM", — mobaBuia OHa.

"OMM... He 00HMMaK MeHs BOT Tak", — HEJIOBKO CKa3asl s, ¥ [JOJIXKeH CKa3aTh, 4YTO Y He€ TaM
OTPOMHBIE SITOOUIIE, €C/IU OB 51 OBLI IPeKHUM... ¢ OBl YyTOHYN B PEBHOCTH. fl ombITancs
0CBOOOAUTHCS, HO OHA CIIUIIKOM CHJIbHA.



"Xwm...? Ho THI He man MHe OTBeTa", — IpollenTana brnaHka MHe Ha yXo.

4 crmerka B3[IpPOTHYJ, a 3aTeM cKasain: "JlafHo, nagHo... Y MeHs OyneT HeMHOTO BpeMeHH Ha 4ai... 5
YIOWBIIEH, YTO OH €CTh 3[eCh, B lIapCTBE JEMOHOB", — CKa3all .

"Xy, Tak TH 3Haelb 0 Yae? BoIbIIMHCTBO JEMOHOB He 3HAIOT 3TOTO pacciabigiouero HanuTka", —
ynuBuicsa biaHK.

"Ia... KOHEYHO, 5 3Halo, Oyoy XKAaTh C HeTepIeHueM. g MOry Hay4uTh TeOs OOHOM WM [IBYM BelllaM
B IIPUTOTOBJIEHUY XOPOIIEro 4as", — yIbIOHYICS .

"Xaxaxa, THl yBEPEH, MHE 3TO HPABUTCS, IOCMOTPHUM, KTO CMOXKET IIPUTOTOBUTH JIyYIINY Yau", —
cKas3ana bnaHka u ncuessna.

4 BBIDOXHYI ¢ 00eryeHueM, Korjga oHa ucyessna. OHa IefiCTBUTEIHHO He BBITYCTUIIA YTO-TO, HO BCE
PaBHO y MeHs OBLJIO IIJIOX0€ U THETYIIee YYBCTBO 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K Hell.

"Torma... 4 crpotry Te0st B IOCIETHUM pa3, JeMOH. X04elllb JIX THl IPUCOENUHUTHCS K MOEMY POmOy?
ThI TOSTBKO YTO YOI OMHOT'0 U3 MOUX apXUIEMOHOB, Y KOTOPOTO OblIa 3MeCh TEPPUTOPHS, 5 OTHAM €€
Tebe", — ynebasice, cupocun Hyap.

4 B3poxHy: "Pa3Be g He CKa3aj, YTO Ha TOM ke ypoBHe? [lyMalo, OH He MOXKEeT CHejlaTh MeHs
r1aBo poga? 9To OymeT o3HayaTh, YTO g ero jgenu... Dy, HU 3a 4TO", — momyMarna .

"TonbKo omHa?" 4 cka3ana, ynbibasich

"Kydydy, xopotto, s mam Tebe pa3pellneHre Ha CO3MaHUe IPYIIILI IeMOHOB II07l TBOUM HaydasioM, B
KOHIIe KOHI[OB, THl YXKe apxufgeMoH", — cka3as Hyap.

"XopoIo, ayMaio, s IpHCOEOUHIOCh K TBOEMY POAY, HO THI IIOAO0XKAHU, s OBICTPO OOTOHIO Bac", —
CKasall s, y/bI0asich.

Hyap ynuionyncs: "Kydydy, g u He oxumgan oT Te0s MeHbIero", — ckasajl OH ¥ OPOCHIICS KO MHE,
TI0JIOKUB JIalOHb MHE Ha J100.

[Ter Temeps [TemoH YépHoit JIuHUY, TO3TOMY MONYYUIlb mogapok] 'onoc Mupa 06bsBUIL.

Marukymsl BOKPYT BTSIHYJIHCh B MO€ TeJio, 3TO Oblila IIpeKpacHas ClieHa, ST HOJIKEH CKa3aTh, B TI060M
Ciy4ae, KOJIMYECTBO MaTruKYyJI OBIIO TOBOJILHO HEOOJIBIIUM IO CPABHEHUIO C TEM, UTO ¥ MEHS yXKe
ObL10... S mymaro, 9To OoJjIbIliee YCUIEHHE OIS MeHbIINX U OOJIBIINX TeMOHOB.



"YBupgumcs B Cledyomui pa3, MajeHbkuil [leMon", — cka3an Hyap.

"Ou, nepecTaHb MEHS TaK Ha3blBaTh!" KPUKHYII 1 €My BCIIEL.

"¢l MOCMOTpIO B CIIEAYIOIIKIMA pa3, XBATUT JIX Y Te0ST CUJI Ha3bIBAaTLCS IeMOHOM Kydydy", — mpocTo
OTBETHJI OH U MCYe3 Ha TOPU30HTE I[apcTBa [[eMOHOB.

4 B3poxHyn: "[loueMy y MeHs TakKOe 4yBCTBO, YTO OH - Xy[IINU JIUFEP U3 BCeX 3TUX POMOB B LIapCTBE
neMOHOB... O 4YEM OH TOJIBKO OyMaeT?
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