Jlepuk yBumen TpaBy. IT0 OBUI BCETO JUIIL KYCOK JIMCTa royy60BaTO-Ceporo IBeTa. JINCT uamyyart
aypy pas3yiokKeHus, KOTOpas BHTIIsSAesa Ype3BeYaiiHO OTacHOM. B MarasuHe maxke IPUIIIOCH
3ameyvyaTaTh JTUCT BHYTPH CTEKISTHHOTO KOHTEWHEPA, B KOTOPOM HaXOOUIUCh 3alledaThIBAIOIIE
TAJIMCMAHHI, BEPOSITHO, YTOOH TPEOTBPATUTh YTEUKY €TI0 Pa3pyIIUTENIbHEIX CBOKCTB.

«JIuct Kpuka [Iymm...» mpo6opmoTan JIepuk, mpukKacasich K CTEKISTHHOMY KOHTEHHEpPY C
3aYapoBaHHBLIM BhIpazxkeHueM nuila. OH ynuTan 00 3Toi TpaBe B KHUTe CBOEH MaTepH.

9Ty TpaBy MOXKHO ObLJIO HalTH TONMLKO B [onmuHe Bacceiina CMepTH, MecTe YUCTOU CMepPTH U Xaoca.
9T0 MecTo OBIIIO HANlOTHEHO SHepruel CMepTH, BEI3BaBLIEN POXKEeHNE MHOXECTBa MyTHPOBaBIINX
CYIIeCTB U OyX0oBHBIX TpaB. Kpuk [lymu ObUT OMHUM U3 HUX. OTO PeKUU BUL OYXOBHOI'O PACTEHUS,
SIOBUATOTO II0 CBOEM Ipupofe. TOT, KTO MPUKOCHETCS K €ro JIUCThSIM, IPOSIBUT IPU3HAKU 0e3yMus, a
IJIUTEJIbHOE BO3[EUCTBUEe IPUBEET K Pa3/I0XKeHUI0 Tejla U B KOHEYHOM UTOre IPUBenNeT K CMepTu!
Iaxe acmepaM U alIxUMUKaM BHICOKOTO YPOBHS CeAyeT ObITh OCTOPOXKHEIMU IIPU 06paleHuu C 3TUM
IyXOBHBIM PaCTEHUEM.

BHe3amHo xom MuIcTel JleprKa mpepBai rojoc.
«f1 coBeTyl0 BaM He IIpUKACaThCS K 3TOMY CTEKJISHHOMY KOHTEUHEPY, MOJIOOM YETIOBEK.»

Jlepuk o0epHYICS U yBUOEIN cropOneHnyio urypy crapuka. Ero ria3a Oblid ONMYIIEHH, U OH
BBITJIsIIeNT 00JIe3HEHHO OJIeIHBIM. DTOT CTAPUK C XYHOOLIABEIM TEJIOM M PEOKUMU BOJIOCAMHU IOYTH
OOCTHT IIpefelia CBOeH XKHU3HU.

Jlepuk BCIIOMHMII Ce0s IPeKHUM ¥ B3[[OXHYJI CO CJIIOKHBIM BhIpaxkeHueM junia. Ecnu O6s1 He Kaura
Bo3poxneHus, Ha KOTOPYIO OH CITy4yaiHO HATKHYJICS B IPOLUUION XKU3HU, YTO OBl C HUM CJIYYUIIOChH?

Crapuk OB OIIIeJIOMJIEH, KOT'la YBUEI Pe3KKue N3MeHeHus B BeIpaxkeHuu uiia Jlepuka. OH CIIOBHO
TI0Ka3aJjl IPeBPATHOCTH KHU3HU Ha KPATKUN MUT, ¥ eCJTd OBl He OCTPOTA er0 YyBCTB, OH OBl 9TOT0 He
3ameTus. YTo 3a KH3Hb OBIJIa y 9TOT0 MOJIOIOTO YeJIoBeKa, YTOOH OH IOKa3aJl TaKoe BhIpazkeHue
nuna? [Tomymarn mpo ce6si cTapuk, MeaJIeHHO TPUbIMKasich K JIepUKy C TPOCThHIO B IIpaBOi pyKe.

JlepuK cpasy Xke MOAOoIIeN K CTapUKY, KOTa 3aMeTHUJI er0 HaMepeHus. «CTapeninHa, Bbl TOIKHO
OBITh, BIafiesIel] 3TOro Mara3uHa TpaB. MeHs 30BYT Jle-kxeM. ITeNbBOb(¢), IPOCTON CTPAaHHUK.»
JIepuK BCIIOTEJN TOCTIE TOTO, KaK MOYTH PACKPHLI CBOIO HACTOSIIYIO TUYHOCTb.

Crapuk goOpOAYIIHO YILIOHYJICA eMy. ITOT MOJIOLOM YesIoBEK ObIJI IOYTUTENIbHBIM U CKDOMHEIM. Y
Hero Orlla HEOORIKHOBEHHAS aypa, HO OH Ha3kIBajl ce0s MPOCTHIM CTPAaHHUKOM. Kako# CKpOMHBIM
MOJIOZIOH YeioBek!

«[Touyemy TH myMaelb, 4TO S BIafesel] 3Toro MarasuHa? UTo, eCiu s TaKOi Ke KJIMEHT, KaK ¥ ThI?»
CrapuK Opa3HSIIUM B3TJISIOOM YCTABUIICS Ha JIepuka, rafas, YTO eMy OTBETUT MOJIOOM YeIOBEK.

JlepuK IIPOCTO YABIOHYJICS U YBEPEHHO OTBETUN. «CTapeilinHa, OT Te0s axHeT TpaBaMU BHICOKOTO
ypoBHsi. Takoii 3amax MOXKeT OBITh TOJIBKO Y TE€X, KTO U3y4YaeT anxuMuio. Ecnu 51 He omu6aioch, B
QJIXMMUK 3-TO YPOBHS...»

Ero cnoBa npo3By4aiu Kak rpoM B yiax crapuka. OTKyzma MOJIOfOY 4eoBeK y3Hasl 00 9TOM TOJIbKO
II0 CTOMKOMY 3alaxy TpaB Ha ero Tese? HeBeposaTHO!

Crapuk 6511 motpsiced. OH B3TJISHYT Ha yiwbaromnierocs Jlepuka u mokavas rojoBoi B 3HaK



nmopaxeHus. «Kako# HabmogaTeNbHBEIN MOJIOIOM YenoBeK! [IeCTBUTENBHO, ST aIXUMUK 3-TO YPOBHS,
a TakxXKe BJlafiefiel] 9TOT0 Mara3uHa TpaB. Mou cTapble MPUSTENH 30BYyT MeHs MoxaHH».

«0, TaK 310 cap Moxanu? [IpUATHO MO3HAKOMUTHCS! MHe GBIIO MHTEPECHO, KakK BaM YHAIoCh
3aMONIy4YuTh 9TOT MUCT Kpuka [Iyimu. DTy TpaBy OYeHb CI0XKHO HOOBITh HaKe aJIXMMHUKY Balllero
YPOBHS.» JIepUK XOTeJI 3HaTh, YTO 3TO 3a IKCIEPT TOT, KTO monyuus aucT Kpuka Hymm. U3-3a
onacHocTel B [JonuHe bacceiiHa CMepTH TOJIBKO 3CIIEePHl 4-T0 YPOBHS MOTJIM BHIKUTH B LIeHTPAIbHOU
YaCTHU 9TOT0 MeCTa.

Vcnsimas 3To, loxaHH OCMOTpeN Ha Hero ¢ 607Ibi0. B KOHITe KOHIIOB OH B3[OXHYJ U IOKayaJl
TOJIOBOM. «JTO NOBOJIBHO [AIMHHAA UCTOPUS, HO Pa3 YK BEl XOTUTE €€ YCIIBIIATh... f B35 ¢ co0oi
craporo apyra B [lonuny Bacceiina CMepTH, 4TOOB cOOpaTh TpaBhl, IPOJJIeBAlOIINe KU3Hb. [10 IyTH
B IIEHTPa/IbHYIO YaCTh JOJIMHEL MBI CJTy9allHO HAaTKHY/IUCh Ha 9TO PacTeHue. {1 cMor y3HaTh ero C
OOHOTO B3TJIsia, IO9TOMY MBI PEIIUIIU B3ATh €T0, HO KTO 3HaJI, YTO MOOIU30CTU JeNCTBUTENIBHO
HaXOMIUJICA TeHepas-CKeJleT BEICOKOT0 paHra? Mul ObIIM BEIHYKEHH CpPaXKaThCA C 9TUM yKacaloluM
CYIIeCTBOM U B UTOTe C OONBIIUM TPy#oM nobenunu ero. Torga s MOIy4YuI HECKOIBKO JIETKUX PaH, HO
MO CTaphlil APYT MOIy4Yus PaHy, KOTOpas OO CUX IOp He 3axwuia. f mpoOoBaja BCSKHE TPaBh U
TabneTKy, YTOOH IIOMOYb €My, HO Bce Oe3ycrenrHo. Mbl faxke 00paTUIXCh 3@ IIOMOIIBIO K JIOPAY
KapmaHny, HO ¥ OH TOXe He CMOT ero BhUIeYuTh. B310X...»

JIutio Jleprka OpOrHyJO, KOTHa OH YCJIbIIIaa 3Ty UCTOpUI0. EMy IelCTBUTEIbHO YAAJIOCh HAUTU ApyTra
nenymky Camupsl! Y cyqist o BCeMy, 3TOT CTapHK 0 UMeHH MoxXaHH GBI He IPOCTO aIXHMUKOM.
JlepuK peln UCII0Ib30BaTh CBOM HABHIKK HaOIIONEeHNS Ha CTapuKe U ObLI IOKUPOBaH, Y3HaB, YTO
3TOT NMapeHb Ha caMoM fefie OB 3criepoM 4-ro ypoBHS!

«MHe 04eHb XKaJlb, YTO 5 3aCTABUII BaC PaCCKa3biBaTh O TAKOM y2KacHOM COOITHH, c3p MoxaHH. 3T0
ObIJI0 TaK 0ECYYBCTBEHHO C MOEU CTOPOHHL. JTO... XM... CTaphlil APYT, 0 KOTOPOM BBl TOBOPHUTE, JIODPT,
Ixynuyc PeriHonpac?

HoranH 6bl1 HEMHOTO youBJeH. «3? OTKy/a BE 00 3TOM y3HaJli, MOJIOJ0M YeI0BEK?»

Jlepuk He 3HaJI, KaK eMy CKa3aTb CTapuky. OH yXKe CKa3ajl eMy, YTO OH BCErO JIUIIb IIPOCTOU
cTpaHHUK. KTO 3Has, 4TO 3TOT cTapuK OblI gpyroMm [xynuyca PeiiHonbaca? Temneps eMy IIPUILIIOCH
BHOBb IIPE[CTaBUTHCS.

JIepyK OTKAILISIICS, IPexK/e YeM HadaTh TOBOPUTh. «eCTHO rOBOPS, S IIPHEXal CIOfla C MHCC
Camupoit PefiHOTBC, IOTOMY YTO OHA IPUIIIACKIIA MEHS IIPHeXaTh B OM PefiHOBICOB, 4TOGH
IIPOBEPHUTDL COCTOSIHHE ee mefymKy. UTo KacaeTcss Moell HacTosmel Tpodeccu, S TaKoi xe
aJIXUMUK, Kak # c3p HMoxaHH.»

HoraHH 4yTh He [IOTePSJI paBHOBECHE, KOTAa YCIIbIIIA, YTO 3TOT CIy4YalHBIM [I0CETUTEIb Ha CAMOM
nerne OBLT aJIXMMUKOM, ¥ UTO €ro faxke obuiaabHO IPUTiacuiia IoHasi MUCC U3 foMa PeitHonbacoB!
«3TenbBoNbG, TEl He MOT OBl T0Ka3aTh MHe cBo0 TabneTky Orus?» OH XOTeJ IPOBEPUTH
IIOJ/IMHHOCTE €T0 CJIOB, ¥ eOUHCTBEHHHIN CII0CO0 y3HATh 00 9TOM TaK 3TO IOCMOTPETh Ha TabieTKy
Orus. TonbKo anxyuMUKYU MOTJIH BEI3BaTh TabneTky OrHs!

JIepuK yxKe 0XKuAaj, YTO OH IIOTPOCUT 00 3TOM, II03TOMY HEMEJIEHHO PACKPhLI JIafIOHE.
fpKoe 30J10TOE TIJIaMs MeJJIEHHO CTYIIaI0Ch Ha ero JIafloHH.
MoxaHH IIOMIATHYIICS OT IIOKA, ¥ JIEPHK TyT Xe MOoAepKas ero, YTo0H He JaTh CTAPUKY VIACTb.

«3omotas Tabnetka Oronsi! TH-TH anXUMUK 4-r0 YpOBHS?!» HoxanH rocmoTpen Ha Jlepuka c



HepmoBepueM. O6azmas CtocOOHOCTSIMU 3CIiepa 4-To YPOBHS, OH MOT CKa3aTh, YTO JTENIbBOJIb(] OB
O4YeHb MOJIOABIM YeJIOBEKOM, CYAS 10 CUJIe eT0 XKU3HEeHHOU cuibl. ViTak, TaKOM MOJIOLOU YeJIOBEeK Ha
caMoM fefie OBUT aTXUMHUKOM 4-r1o ypoBHs! Ecnu KTo-HUOYAb YCHBIIIUT 00 9TOM, eMy HaBepHSIKa
OymeT TPYOHO MTOBEPUTH!

BHe3amHo 0H IOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO BCE €r0 COTHU JIET XKU3HU Ipouutu 3psi. OH AyMarl, 4TO KpoMme
nmopma KapmaHa, HUKTO BO BCel UMIIEPHUH He ORI CTOMIb 2Ke TaIaHTJIMB B aIXUMUM KaK 0H. OmHaAKO
PeanbHOCTh yapuia ero 1o JIUIY, U 9T0 Obllla YepPTOBCKHU CHJIbHAS IoIIeYnHa!

«C-ckaxu MHe... C-cKonbKo Te0e meT?» MoxaHH cxBaTui Jlepuka 3a IJIe40 ¥ BHUMATEIbHO
IIOCMOTpEIT Ha Hero.

JlepuK He 3HaJl, YTO OTBETUTH. B 3T0M XKU3HU eMy ObLIO BCErO TPU I'0fia, U OH JIUIIh UCII0IH30Ba
HaBHIK, YTOOB U3MEHUTHL CBOE TeJO0. [J0JIKEeH JIX OH CKa3aTh eMy 3T0? TouHo HeT! CTapuK MOT ObI
yMepeTh OT 1I0Ka, ecliy OBl y3HaJ, 4YTO OH BCETO JIUIIb TPeXJIeTHUM pebeHoK!

«AX... 9T0... 3TO0... MHe B 3TOM rofiy UCIIOJIHUTCS [BafLaTh AEBATh...» DTO OBLI OTBET, KOTOPHIHM OH
MOT JaTh, UCXOMOs U3 CBOEH HELIHEIIHEeH BHEITHOCTH.

«Y-yt0?! [IBaAIIaTh OEBATH?!» NoxaHH TYT Xe [I0TePAJI CO3HaHUe Ha pyKax Jlepuka.

«0, uept! d HakoCSTUMMA!»
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