«4T0 9TO 3a TeIsoe U BIaXkHOe OIIyIeHue, KOTOPOoe 5 cerdac 4yBCTBYI0?» O BepHO! 4 mopgHsICS Ha
ropy bapras, HeCMOTps Ha CUNIbHEIN TUBEHb, U JaXKe 3aCHYJ, CheB 9TOT 30J10ToM miop. Crom!
Temnnoe? 910 moXkmeBas Boda, I03TOMY OHa [OJIKHa ObITh X0y10fHOM! Torga Kakoro 4yepra s 4yBCTBYIO
TEIIJI0 BO BCeM Tejie? — moayMal JIepuk, IeTasich OTKPHITH IjIasa.

Yxe cobupasich IPOKJISACThL cebsi 3a 6eCIeYHbI COH B TaKyI0 HEHACTHYIO IIOTOMY, OH BAPYT YCIIBIIIA
T'0JIOC HE3HAKOMOM JKEHIIUHEI.

«Cap Jlaccutep, muccuc Jlaccutep, y Bac Manb4yuk!» PagoCcTHOE BOCKIUI[aHUE XKEHIIUHBI
omenomuino Jlepuka.

«Kaxkoro uyepTa?!» — mogyMmarsn oH, pe3KO OTKPHIB I'Jla3a, HO 4TO ellle 6O0JIbIIe OIIeJIOMUIIO €ro, TaK 3TO
ClleHa Ilepeq HUM.

B KoMHaTe HaxOOWIKNCEH TPX YesToBeKa. OmHOM U3 HUX Oblyla IMOXKUIIas XKEHIUHA, JIeT MIeCTUOECATH. Y
Hee ObIJIO B3BOJITHOBAaHHOE BhIpaXkeHUe Julla, Kora oHa gepxkaja Jleprka Ha pyKax.

IIBa mpyrux yemoBeka Obly napoi. MyxuuHa OblT ofieT B 60€ByI0 GPOHIO CO MHOXKECTBOM CJIE[IOB OT
MeYa ¥ I[apanuH. ITOMy MyXK4uHe OBIJIO 3a COPOK, ¥ OH UMeJT MOCTOWHYI0 BHEIIHOCTb, YTO OEJIajI0
€0 JOBOJIBHO YCTPAIIAIOIIUM.

Ha xpoBaTu nmexana HexXHas XKeHIIWHA C IITUHHBIMY YePHBEIMU BoJjlocaMu. JIuIo ee ObIIO OlETHEIM,
HO Ha ee JIUIle MOXKHO OBIJIO YBUAETh MUYIO YIRIOKY, KOT[la OHa CMOTpesia Ha Jlepuka.

«JToporast, mocmotpu! Hamr pe6eHOK TaKo# ke 3MOPOBLIH, KaK U ero oTen! Xa-xa-xa!» Ckasan
MyK4YMHa pafiloCTHO, BCTaBasd.

[Toxxunas XKeHIIMHA OCTOPOXKHO Tepefaia pebeHKa Ha PYKH MyKUuHe, KOT[a yBUfela, YTO OH UOET
K HeH.

«YTO, 4epT BO3bMHU, TPOUCXOAUT?!» JIepHK MOMBITaNICTd IPOU3HECTH XOTh KaKOU-TO 3BYK, HO U3 €r0
pTa BhIpPBaJiach cepus Hepa30OPUUBLIX CJIOB.

«Babababa!»

«Bet crpimmanu? OH ckadan mana! Kako# yMHBIN pe6eHok! OH ompenenieHHO Mol chiH! Xa-xa-xa!»
CKasaJl MyK4YMHa, TOPA0 B3TJITHYB Ha HOBOPOXKIEHHOTO pe0eHKa B CBOUX 0OBITHSX.

Ynei0ka MYZKYUHEI 1 €T0 TPY6I:>IG YEPTHI JINIla 3aCTABJIAJIN €0 BRITTIAOETH T'JIYIIO. HepI/IK XoTen
OTIOJIEIIHYTh 3TOT0 YE€JIOBEKA, HO YYBCTBOBAJI OTUETIINBYIO CBA3b ME2XKOYy HUM U 3THUM TI'JIYIIO
BRITJTIAOAIIAM IIaPHEM.

«Heyxenu... s mepepogumncs?! Ho Ha BepiirHe Topkl bapras s He IIOMHIO, YTOOB MEHS yoapuia
MonHuA... [Togoxpgute! JomMXKHO OBITH, 3TO TOT CAMHEIH 30JI0TOH IJI0OL! ITO moikeH O®ITh [1mox
Bo3poxmeHusi, yIIOMSHYTHIM B KHUTe!» BOCKIIMKHYI JIEPUK B CBOeM CEepAIle, aHaTU3UuPys abCypaHyo
Belllb, KOTOPasi C HUM IIPOU30LIJIa.

«Jloporo#t, unu ctofa. [103BosibTe MHe YBUETh Hallero pedeHka» Crabblil JKeHCKUM T'0JI0C 9XOM
pa3pgasncd B ymax Jlepuka.

«Xopor1Io»



HepHKy X0TeJIOCh ITIOCMOTPETH Ha 3Ty XKEHIIWHY, KOTOPasd TaKXKe Onlsia ero MaTephI0, HO OH HE MOT'
C06paTBC${ C CHJIaMHU Oazxe OJisd TOoro, YTOOBI IIOBEPHYTE I'OJIOBY, IIO3TOMY €My OCTABaJIOCh TOJIBKO
XK[OaTh, IIOKa ero l"J'Iy1'IbII71 OTel HEeZXKHO IIOMECTHUT €ro PAAOM C MaTEePLIO.

Korga oH HaKOHEI CMOT SICHO B3TJISTHYTh Ha CBOIO MaTh, €€ He3HAKOMOe JIUII0 3aCTaBUIIO €T0
IIOYYBCTBOBATh GJIM30CTh, OT KOTOPOM Yy HETO MOTEIJIesIO0 Ha Cepalle.

«bababa»
XKeHIuHa yneI0HYIaCk, JIacKas JIUI0 MAJIeHbKOTO MapHS.

«Tel MO# chiH. KOoTa TH BHIpACTeIb, TH OyHellb TaKUM K€ CUIbHBIM, KaK TBOM OTEIl, ¥ Thl TAKXKe
yHacJiemyeIb MOY MeIUIIMHCKIE HAaBHKU. TBoe uMs OymeT... Jlepuk.» CKa3asa OHa, C JTI000BbIO
TJISIOST Ha CBOET0 HOBOPOXKIEHHOT0 pebeHKa.

«JTa mapHo! OnsiTh 3T0 MMs?! [ToueMy 3T0 He MoxkeT ObITh [Ipeik unu Keitn? Uto yrogso... Bagox! U
s OIIpeieJIEHHO He X04y CTAHOBUTLCS COJIZATOM, Kak 3TOT napeHs! 3To Tak onacHo! UTo KacaeTcs
M3y4eHUs MeOUIUHEL... BO3MOXHO, HUKTO HE 3HAET 4eJI0BeUEeCKOe TeJO JIydllle MEeHs...» TOPHO
noxBanuiics Jlepuk B riyOuHe OyIIu.

[ToHauvasy GBIIO JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHO UMETh 3Ty Mapy B KAYeCTBE CBOMX POOUTEIIEeH, KOTHa OH OBLI
Oornee 4eM B IBa pa3a CTapllle Ux, HO OBIIIO TaKxXKe YyBCTBO OJM30CTH, U3-3a KOTOPOTO eMY OBIIO
TPYAHO UX OTBEPTHYTb.

«[TOCKOJIBbKY MHE [IajTi IIaHC TIePEPONUTECS, S C PafOCThi0 ero IpuMy! B mpOIioi Ku3HY I TaKXKe
OYeHb COXKaJiesl 0 TOM, UTO HUKOT/]a He BU/eJI CBOMX pomuTesnei. Hamuune Takoi BO3MOXKHOCTH
MOJI2KHO OBITH CBSI3aHO C CyOb00H...» JIepuk rimy0oKo 3agyMasics mpo ceost.

bes3 Bemoma cemMbu U3 TPpEX YEJIOBEK, Y TIOXKMJION XKEHIITNHBI OBIIIO CTPaHHOE BEIPpAXKEHNE JINIld, KOT'da
OHa CMOTpeJIa Ha pe6eHKa IIoCpenu maphl.

«[Touemy aToT peOEHOK He IJIaKaj II0Cjie CBOETr0 POXAeHUs? 1 maXe XJIOMHYJa ero 1o 3agHUIle U
BCTPSIXHYJA, HO 3TOT pe0eHOK faXe He U37ajl HU 3ByKa» MpoOopMoTasla IOXKuIas KeHIIuHA B
cepare. OHa BIlepBbIe CTOJIKHYJIACh C TAKUM HOBOPOXKIEHHHIM PeOeHKOM, HO, TIOCKOJIBKY C
MaJIbY¥KOM BCE B MOPSIKE, OHA PEeIIryia OTI0XKUTE 3TO [IeJI0 B CTOPOHY.

[TouyBCTBOBaB B3TIJISAM IIOKUION XKEHIMHEI, JIepUK IlepeBesl B3rJIs B €e CTOPOHY.

Xm?

[Toxxumnas XXKeHIWHa ClleTKa YAUBUIACh, YBUEB SICHBIE T'1a3a Jlepuka.

«3JT1H riasa... [JomXKHO ObITh, Y MEHS TaJlIIoIMHAINY...» IpobopMoTaa OHa B IIIOKE.

Korpa Jlepuk yBugen CTpaHHOE BhIpaXKeHUE JIMIa I0KUIION XKEHIIUHE], €My 3aX0TeJI0Ch BEIPYTaThCH.
«2i! Ha uto Tel cMoTpuib?! Hukorga paHbiile He BuAesla 00HaKeHHOT0 ¥ KPaCHBOT0 MyKYHUHY?!»
«baba-0aba-6aba!»

«Xa-xa-xa!»

Bce B KOMHaTe 3aCMeSIJIUCh, YCIIBIIIAB €Tr0 BOCXUTHUTEILHEIM TOJIOC.
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