JInmb cTapuHHBIE (ONIMAHTH Ha3blBad 3TO MecTo "OrHeHHBIM 3HaMeHueM", 60jiee HOBBIE XKe -
npocto "be3gHoit". ToT mpegMeT, YTO BUPHUIIT IPUKPENNIT K allMa3HOU HUTHU, ObIJT KPOIIEUHBIM
abuccaabHBEIM CYIIECTBOM, IIOX0KUM Ha 3€JIeHOro XykKa. OH IOCIYIIHO IIOKOUJICS B PyKax MyXKYUHEI
- 3HAYUT, Bupunni, gqomkHo OBITh, OB KCKYCHBIM B 00pallleHuH C MOJM0OHBIMU CO3aHUSIMMU... UJTU Ke
BJIafesl OIpefeIeHHBIM fapoM... Ero MEPTBHIH, YEPHBIY T'J1a3, Ka3aloCh, U3JTydan TYCKIILIN CBET,
nafamlui Ha XKyKa, Togo0HO JIa3epPHOMY JIy4y, 3aCTaBIsAsI €r0 IOTYHUHATLCS Bojie."d y3Ham UCTUHY
13 BUMIEHUS, a OH HeT", - Mpou3HeC Bupunn. "9To 3HaMeHUe - KOTeJ, CO3[Al0ui 3aH0BO. [1naMs ero
- TO Xe, 4TO IIyTaMs u3 pyk [uamanta"."[1nams, 9To...co3gano Maremnuio?" - Mefisto mogusn
6poBe."[Ia. Ho aTo He [InamMaHTa OroHb, 3T0 3HaMeHHe. ITO OTOHb APYTOTo... JIOXKb 3aK/II04anach B
TOM, YTO ITPOUCXOXKIEHUE OTHS - AYpHOH, YTO 9TO OBLI CBET, HAapOBaHHLIM UM be3nqHe U3 BeUKOn
MUJIOCTH, YTOOHI JTIIOM, IOTEPSIHHEIE 3[1eCh, MOTJIA YyeprnaTh yTemeHue. ""Ho 9To He 3HameHue CBeTa,
Kak 51 roBopuJsl Tebe, u TeM 6onee He 3HaMeHue boxecTBeHHOro CBeTa. ITO 3HaMEHNe
CokpymuTtensHoro Oras”.C 3TUMU clI0BaMy BUPHIIT OTIYCTHIT KyKa. TOT GBICTPO MOMON3 K
3HaMeHUI0, [BUTASCh IPSIMO K T0esu, CBI3aHHEIN HUTHI0. BUPUIIT TEPIETUBO XKaasl MOAXOASIIEro
MOMEHTa, TPOMI0JIKas pacckas."dTo 3HaMeHHue IPOIKUTON KpoBu TéMmHoro Jlopma, Korfa ero cepiie
PACKOJI0NI0Ch Ha THICSIYM OCKOIKOB. Ero ucrnonab3oBan JuaMaHT, YTOOHL... TOKOHYUTE ¢ coboi". Mefisto
OBLIT IOTPSACEH. "I...TO...0pyXKHe, AOCTaTOYHO MOILIHOE, YTOOH youTs [I...nuamanTa?""Ja. Ho...oHO He
TONMBKO yOUBaeT. " - cka3ayn Bupunm. - "U y MeHs1 eCTh HafgeXkpa... 4To [JuaMaHT He moruo, a

k... mpeobpa3uncs”."I1...mpeobpa3usncs Bo YTo?" - C HEIOAEIbHEIM HHTEPECOM CIIPOCHUIT
Mefisto."d Toxe He 3Ha10. Ho 310 3HaMeHue OTHSA... COXKXKET M YHUYTOKUT BCE, 4YETO KOCHETCH... YU
BCE XKe, eCJIM CYMeTh BEIPBAThCSI OCTATOYHO OBICTPO..." 2KyK, HaKOHeIl, CTOPEeJ, ¥ B IOIU CEKYHIbI
mocie... BUpHUII cTpeMUTeNbHO OTAEPHY HUTh, OTKATUBIINCH Ha3af. OCcTanoch Muillb 00yTIeHHOe
CYyILIEeCTBO, OT KOTOPOTO ImofHuMaJcs nap.OHu XKaanu, Habmofas 3a JKyKOM, Tellephb YTroIbHO-
yépHEIM. Yepe3 HeKoTOpoe BpeMs...OH CHOBa 3allleBEJTUIICS, HO yKe U3 YUCTOro obcuanaHa, Kak 1 Ta
YacTh aJIMA3HOM HUTH, YTO cropesa."Bumuins? BoT moyeMy 51 He xo04y, YTOOBI MO T'J1a3 IIPOCTO
oka3zasncs Ha [lonax KpemeHusi. 3HaMeHre YHUYTOXKAET, HO TaKXKe CO3[aeT 3aH0BO. U TO, YTO OHO
co3ma€er 6e3 maBieHus..."OOCUANAHOBEIM XKYK POC BCE O0bllle U O0Jblle, U, IPeXKAe YeM OH
NOCTUTHET Pa3MepOoB KOIIKHU...BUPUIIT HacTynu Ha Hero Horoi."9To 370. [leMoHsl. Kak TEMHEBIN
Jlopz. Ero KpoBsb - BOT 4TO Ipeo0pa3yeT UX, U elllé 4acTb KpoBU AypHroHa, HO TOCKOJIBKY KPOBb
Témuoro Jlopaa npeobnanaer..."Mefisto moHs, BeIpaXkKeHUe JIHMIla eT0 OMPaYuIoCh, a 3aUKaHue
rcuesso. "OHu CKOpee BCETo MPeBpaTATCS BO TEMY, a He CBeT"."9To He MeHseT TOro (akKTa, 4To y
HUX BCE eIl eCTh HafexKfa CcTaTh JOOPHIMU. " - cKa3an Bupumn. - "MHe He HyxkHa 'mobpoTa’ Bpoe
TOM, YTO IIPOTIOBEAYIOT TIIyIIble TePOH, paccykaaolnre o 671arOpogHbIX CepPALlaX ¥ Mumocepauu..."Ox
HaxMypuics. "4 mIpocTo 3Hal0, YTO HOBOE 3HAHME He MOXKET OBITh POXKIEHO B MUPe Xaoca. Th
[OJKeH IIOHUMaTh, Bellb TH caM - BocnuTaTenb. "Mefisto monuman. Ho B JaHHEBIN MOMEHT He
JKeJlaHUe NTO3HAHUS MIPUBJIEKIIO ero K 'MicTune', KoTopyio 06pén Bupumn...EMy Ovina HyKHa
cuna.Obelanue, YTO OHa MOXKET U3MEHUTD ero fodyepe, 4To Moria 6b1 u3mMeHuTh Cunapy.M cyns 1mo
TOMY, YTO IIPOM3OIIJIO C XKYKOM... CHJIa AeUCTBUTEILHO Oblyia. HeBaxkHO, UTO OH IPEeBPaTUIICS B
oOcunuaH unu geMoHa.Befp 4TO Takoe IEMOHE, KaK He TO, YTO JIIOAY HE MOTYT IPUHSATE, HE MOTYT
noHATE?ONHAKO OocnapuBaTh Bupuiia oH He MoT. [ToaToMy, nuins cka3am:"HoBble BO3MOXKHOCTHU
MHTEPECYyI0T MeHs, HO He IIOCTOSHHOe pa3pylleHue". Bupuin usyyarn ero Belpaxenue nuna. Mefisto
0CTaBaJICA CIIOKOEH, U 3TO BBIIa/IO ero. Ero Apoxs ucyesasna, Korga oH nran.Bupumi B3goxayn. "Te
TaKoM ke, Kak oH..."Mefisto Hakmonun royoBy. "Kak - k1o?"Bupumnn nepebun ero. " 6vl mpeamnoyer,
4yTOOBI 9T0 3HAaMeHNe KaKUM-TO Yy[IoM He 006paTuio Majibuika B 00OCHAMaH... @ KPECTUIIO ero 3aHOBO
KakK HoBOro [IlnamaHTa. ECiu 3Xe HeT, TO IyCTh COXKTET ero LeIuKoM".3aTeM OH HaXMYyPHUJICH,
nocmoTpeB Ha Mefisto. "Ho oH aToro He xoueT. OH BEPUT, YTO BCEM CyKAEHO IOTPY3UTHCS BO TEMY.
MHe 10BE3710, YTO OH JIUIIb IIBITAJICS YOeOUTh MeHS IPUCOeIUHUTHCS, HO He 3acTaBisi."Mefisto yxe
mepecTall IBITaThCSA yrafaTh, KTO CKPEIBA€TCA 3a 9TUM HeomnpefeneHHBM "OH", ¥ IPOCTO CIIPOCUII TO,
YTO coOupascs CIPOCUTh C CAaMOT0 Hadaja."3Ha4yuT, 1 MOTYy IIPUBECTHU CI0Jjla CBOUX JOoUepei u
OKYHYTb X B 3HaMeHHWe, ¥ OHU Ipeo0pa3garca?"Bupuin KuBHy. "WUnu norubHYT, €Cliu TH He
yCIeellb UX BHTAIUTEL. HykHO 4TO-TO Bpofe cudoHa, YTOOH BRITALUTD UX U3 OTHS, KakK 3Ta



HUTH".OH yKa3al Ha XkyKa. "Y Hux Bcerga OymeT ci1aboCThb, YaCTh UX, KOTOPYIO HEBO3MOXKHO
npeobpa3oBaTh, YTOOL OHM MOTJIM BEIXKUTE".BOKPYT Tela KyKa, TaM, rie Oblyla IpUKpeIaeHa
ajMa3Has HUTh, 0CTaBaJIOCh KOJIBLIO TOTO XK€ 3eJIEHOBAaTOr'0 OTTEHKa, YTO U [I0 9TOr0, a He
OpunnuanToBoe.Kak roBopsT, KOToa MaTh AXHia OKyHasla ero B OTHEHHYIO PEeKy, OHa fiepxXaJjla ero
3a MATKY, YTO U CTaso ero ciabocTrio.3aTeM Bupunn npegynpenun:"KoHedyHo, ooy MeHee
YCTOWYUBEI, YEM 9TH XKYKHU. VIX opraHsl U IJI0Th 00Jiee MATKNE, OHU CKOPEee CTOPST, YEM BBIXKUBYT.
Heo0xomuMo MTPOBECTH MHOXKECTBO 9KCIIEPUMEHTOB, IIPEK/IEe YeM UCII0Ib30BaTh PeaTbHbIX
miopen."Bupumnn mobasun: "Tak:kKe HaM HYKHO U3y4YUTh, KaK TapaHTUPOBAThH IIpPeBpallleHre B CYLIEeCTB
CBeTa, a He ThbMHL. Tak 4To moHamoOuTCsS BpeMs. [0k, BO3MOXKHO, HO HaM Hafo HabpaThCs
TeprneHus. Tel BeOb He X04Yellb, YTOOk OHHU IIPEeBPATHINCh B IEMOHOB, BepHO?""KoHeuHOo, HET".ITO
Onvlna noxb. Mefisto yxe He 3a0oTucst 06 9ToM.OH He MOT ITO3BOJIUTH ce0e TPATUTh eIlE TOAH Ha
M3y4YeHNe U 9KCIIePUMEHTHI, UHAUe ero fouepu yMpyT."bnaromapio Tebs 3a TO, YTO paccKal3as MHe
BCE, MOM mOOpPHIX ApyT." - OH yieIOHYICS Bupumny. - "4 Tebe 00s3aH BceM."Bupumnny ata ynsi0ka He
noHpaBuiack."dTo TH..."Ho mpexpae yeM oH ycmen 4yTo-nubo cupocuts, Mefisto yxke nepemnnen ux
Iasblbl, CXBaTUB 00e pyKu...U TonkHyn Bupusnna B 3HaMeHue, IIPU TOM, UTO PYKH ero He 3aelio
nnamsi!Mefisto npousHéc ¢ uckpeHHel rpyctoio. "IIpoctu. Y MeHs Gonbllle HET TeprieHus. f momkeH
y3HaTh, YTO IPOUCXOAUT, KOTHA THl IIOrPyXKaellb IeJIUKoM..."OH 0xKupaas, 4To Bupuii npeBpaTUTCs B
obcupaMaH, KOT[la OH BBITAIIUT €T0, UCIOJIb3ys 3TU PYKH, YTO AepxKal...Ho Korga oH NOTSAHYT, OH
M3BJIEK TOJIBKO PYKH, ¥ HUYET0, KpOMe Iapa... BUupumt 65l MOTHOCTHI0 YHUYTOXKEeH. HU OiUH YeoBek
He MOT BBIZKUTb, TIOJIHOCTHIO IIOTPYy3uBIIKCH B [Tonsx Kpemenus. Ckopee BCero, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI
ObITH TOJOOHBIM AXUIIINY, TOe OblJIa HETPOHYTA TOIBKO IATA...JII0IM MOTYT BBIKUTh JIUIIL B TOM
Clydae, eClii Majas 4acTh UX TeJla MOTPY3UTCS U Ipeodpa3uTcs B OallHe MIaMeHH.
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