«YepT BO3bMHM, KTO BO3OBUT 3Ty MPOKIATYIO OAIIHIO BO BCe CEMb Ipeucnomuux!» Hen 3aprrvart,
fenas dYeThIpe I1ara 3a pa3. Ero Hora He Mpu3eMiniach, ¥ OH CIOTKHYJCS Buepend, bapnau ycnen
BOBPeMS IOJHSTL PYKH, Ipexe 4yeM 06a ero mpeprniedbss Bpe3aauch B CaMblil Kpait JIECTHHUIIHL. -
Bns!

Bckapa0OkaBIIiCh Ha 3eMJII0, OH BO30OHOBUII CBOM OelrneHsblit Ger. [lanekast 4acTh ero pa3dyMa Morja
PacCIo3HaTh IIATH MM03aX HETo, HO OH He 00paTu/I Ha HUX BHUMaHUSA. OH 4yTh He PYXHYT BIepe[
CHOBA, KOT7]a KPUK 00JIM TPOPe3aj 3ByK ero 3aTPYIHEHHOT0 MhIXaHHUS U YIapOoB HOTaMU C IOYTH
(bU3UYECKO CUIIOH, TPeXKIe YeM BHIIPSIMUTLCS U CHOBA MPBITHYTH BIIEPET.

"JInanua!"

[Toxanyiicta, 6oru, IycTh oHa OymeT B 6e3omacHoCTH. [loxKanyicTa, MoxkanyicTa, moxanyicra. Ero
T'0JI0Ba KaXKeTCS CIIMIIKOM TSIKEJION, ero OhIXaHWe CIIUIITKOM TPOMKHUM, KOT{a OH HakoHell (boxe,
TIPOIIIE]T TOf]) 3aXJIONBIBAET IBEPDb, KOTOPAsSI CTOUT MEXKIY HUM U €T0 CECTPOH.

OH He 3HaeT, 4ero OH oxupfal (370 10Kb. OH 0XKuUpgas CBO cecTpy. OH 0XuAasn SpKyo, CMENy U
cBupenyo Jluanny, KoTopas e3nuia Ha JIOLIaau JIydlile, YeM BCe OHU BMeCTe B35ITHle, KOTOpas
nopgHsiza 60eBoit Me4 u cOuta BpaHIoHA ¢ HOT). 3aHUITY, KOTMla OH CMesJICSI Haf Hel, MeBYIIKOM,
KOTopast OblyTa TUIIOM BCero xopoinero Ha Cesepe.)

IeByIIKa Ha KPpoBaTH repen HUM — OyiegHast TEHb CECTPHI, KOTOPYI0 OH moMHuUI. Koxa GrnenHasi.
[TpoMmoKIIasi OT 1OTa, BOJIOCH B3bEPOILIEHHEIE OT [I0Ta ¥ IIPUJIUIIIINE KO JI0Y, U 6eJloe IIaThe,
IIPOTIIUTAHHOE KPOBBIO, CTOJILKO KPOBHU, 3aYEM CTOJIBKO -

Hep B3gparuBaet, Korfma xBaTka (cinabast, Takas cnabasi, IoueMy, Io4eMy, IIo4eMy) CKUMaeT ero
3amnsictbe. Cephle r'1a3a, TakKue 3HAaKOMBIE U B TO K€ BPeMs TaKHe pa3Hble, COCPEeIOTOYEeHE Ha HEM. —
Hepn? 3T0 mencTBUTENIBLHO THI?

9710 ronoc ybexgaeT ero, TOBOPUT EMY, YTO 3TO He KeCTOKas IIyTKa, a KeCToKas npasma. Crabee,
MAT4Ye, YeM OH IIOMHUT, HO rojioc JInaHHEl 6e3011ub0oueH.

YnaB Ha KOJIEHU PSIOM C €e KPOBAThIO, OH KPEMKO CXKUMAET ee PYKY U yIIbI0aeTcs e ¢ 061eryeHueM
¥ y2KacoM B PaBHO#M cTeneHu. OH IBITAETCST 3aTOBOPUTH, HO CJII0BA 3aCTPEBAIOT B TOPJIE, U BCE, UTO
CJIeTaeT C ero ryd, — 3TO MPEPHIBUCTOE fAbixaHue. OH yCUITMBAET XBATKY.

Ynribka JInaHHE Oylnepasgupaoias, 00sblle, 4eM CBeKue Cle3bl, KOTOphle HaBOPauyKWBalOTCS Ha ee
rji1a3a. — 1B He COH?

«Hert, 51 He com». [T0YTH WHCTUHKTUBHO €Tr0 CBOOOMHAS PyKa yOHUPaeT BOJIOCH C ee T7la3 U JIOKHUTCS
el Ha TOJIOBY (OHa 3[eCh, OHA 3[eCh, OHa 3Mech) «f 3mech. [IpsMOo 3mech».

OHa cMeeTcs, U B 3TOM 3ByKe ob6jierdyeHue u rope B ¢opme «f ckydan mno tebe, cTapmuii 6paT».
Bripaxenue nuila Hema uckaxkaeTcsi, ¥ ero CJIe3bl BHE3aIMMHO KaTSTCS CBOOOIHO. «f Toxke».

CnoBa KaXyTCs eMy XKaJIKUMU. He B COCTOSTHUY MOOBITOXKUTD BOJIHY 9MOIIMM, KOTOpas OMBEIBAeT ero.
"Boru" Jluanua csobonuo nnauvet "Hen g-"

"Tume" Hemg Msarko neitaetcs (ymonsieT) "Bce B mopsimke. OHM cKa3anu-"

"Hen Hem Hen" OHa IPOM3HOCUT €T0 UMs KaK MAaHTPY, ¥ OH OCTAHABIUBAETCS "¢ MBITAI0Ch OBITH



XxpaOpeiM”
"Tei!" Hep meiTaeTcs, MOTOMY 4YTO OHA eCTh. JInaHHa Oblyia MpoCcTO Xpabpoi. "Iu-

OHa nopHUMaeT OKPOBaBJIEHHYIO PYKY, U HeJ 4yBCTByeT, Kak YTO-TO B €r0 I'PYAU CKUMAETCS U
yMUpPaeT, OCTaBJIsAs I0CIe cebs IMY IyCTOTEL.

«Het, — KayaeT OHa roJI0BOM, — 5 HE XOUy YMUPATh».

«Thl HE cobupaelbcst ymMupaTh». JIoKb Ha BKYC Kak mernes Bo pty. M Hen 3HaeT, 4To ero cectpa
TOXKeE 3TO 3HAeT, CyAs 10 TOMY, KakK OHa KadaeT I'0JI0BOH.

['ope BHE3aIHO ITepepacTaeT B SPOCTh, ¥ OH 6POCAETCS Ha KEHIUMHY 033y HEeT0, KOTOpas B CTpaxe
oTcTymaeT Ha3ap: «IIpuHecu el Bomsl!» ClioBa MCKaXKeHH U TSXKeI0BeCHH, 1 Hem HeHaBUauUT ce0s 3a
3TO.

ITo3amu Hero JInaHHa HauuHaeT «HeT, HET BOOLI».

«EcTh u MelicTep?». ZKeHIIMHA TOIBKO T'PYCTHO KadaeT rojioBoi. OH 3afbIXxaeTCs OT PhIOaHuU U
CHOBa IMOBOPAuMBaETCs K CECTPE.

«[Toxanyucra, nocnyuaii MeHs», © Hely xoueTcs 3aKpu4aTth, KOra OH IIOHUMAET, YTO €€ I'oJIoC
cras crnabee, 4eM paHbllle (0HA yMHUpaeT IPSIMO Y Hero Ha ria3ax). OH HakKJIOHSETCS K Hel, YTOOH
OHa MOTJIa IPOIIeNnTaTh eMy Ha yx0: «3amuTtu ero, Hex. Ecnu Pobept y3HaeT, oH yoneT ero. Thl
3Haelllb, YTO OH 3TO chesaeT. Thl oKeH 3amuTuTh ero. O6emait Mue, Hen. OGerait MHE».

Hepn mymaet o PoGepTe, 0 TOM, KakK OH CHEJ Ha KeJIe3HOM TPOHE U CMOTPEJI Ha YOUTHIX eTel
Pefirapa u 06BSIBIIST UX APAKOHBUMHU OTPOAbSIME: «O0e1a>.

«JIxer», — HaunHaeT Hep, Korma 6one3HeHHoe MUI0 JIMaHHB HCKAXKAETCS SIPOCThI0 ¥ HEHABUCTHIO.
OH oTHpHITHBaeT Ha3al, HO ee PyKa BLIPHIBAETCS U XBATaeT €ro 3a 3alsCThe, U Ha 9TOT pa3 ee XBaTKa
MOKeT OBITh CTa/TbHOM. BHe3amHo OHM OKa3aluch He B baltHe pagocTy, a B MecTe, KoTopoe Hen
3HaeT TakK e xopoino. Hag ronoBoii BO3BHINIAETCS CBOOYATHIM ITOTOJIOK CKilenla BunTepdenna,
IOpHUMCKas XKapa OaurHu cMeHsieTcs 6oee IPUBEIYHBIM, CYXHM, XOJIOOHEIM Bo3ayxoM. Hen cmoTput
BHU3, ¥ CTPaxX CXKUMaET ero cepmile. briemHast koxa JIMaHHE! cTajla MATHUCTOM M OMYXIIEH, a JTUII0
CTaJI0 YYOOBUINHKIM. [T0JIOBHHEI €e BOJIOC HET, 0OHaXKasl He MeHee yKacalollyio KOXKY IojioBel. Ee
PyKa CKeJleTHas, a HOTTH Ha IajbllaX UCKPUBIIEHH ¥ UCKpUBIEHb. OHM 3aTATUBAIOTCSA Ha €ro
3amsCThe U IIyCKAIOT KPOBb.

«JIxkelr», - MpopHYasa OHAa, ¥ TOJILKO KOTa OHA BHIIPSIMUIIAck, Hef MOHS, YTO ee KPoBaTh Oblyla
3aMeHeHa OTKPHITOM I'POOHUIIEH.

Ee morumna
"Tel obelan MHe, 4TO 3amuTuis ero” "4 coenan" Hen otyasiHHo mmavet "4, JInaHHa, S KIISIHYCh-

"JIxem!" OHa KPDUYHT, @ APYTOM PYKOH CKUMaeT eMy ropiio: «YOI0I0K, KaK OHM ero Ha3klBaloT. Mo
CBHIH, YUCTOKPOBHBIN ChIH KPOBU CTapKoOB, 0I030PeH B coOcTBeHHOM fnoMe! M3-3a Tebs!»

"Yrto MHe OBLIO HenaTh?"

«3aIuTH CBOUX POIOCTBEHHHUKOB OT T€X, KTO IIOIMBITAETCA IIPUINHUTE UM BpEO», — Pa3OaeTCd npyroﬁ
T'OJI0C, 1 KPOBb Hepa cHOBa IIpeBpallaeTCd B Jield. «3ammuTtH ero. Ho Tl momBes ero, Kak IOABEI Hac».



«TBI TTO3BOIUIT CBOEH UYyXKOM IIITI0Xe-KeHe u3beraTh ero B HallluX COOCTBEHHBIX 3a1ax». JIUIo
Bpanmona 651710 6arpOBBIM, TJIa3a MOYTH BHUIE3IH U3 OPOUT, MeTiIss 00BUIACh BOKPYT €ro ropia.

B none 3penus nosiBisieTcs: «Tpyc» Pukapn CTapk, ero JIMIO IPefCTaBIseT co00i KOMOK
00yTIEHHO PACIIaBIIEHHOM KOXKHY ¥ 00HAXKEHHBIX TOUEPHEBIINX KOCTEH, ero JOCIeXy pacKaleHbl
IIOKpaCHA U KalaloT C KaX[oro IIara.

"Otka3z!"

"JIxern!" JInanHa Kpruyana
"Tpyc!" BpaHmoH 3apsyan
"Otka3z!" Pukapp comoHyn

«Het, kngHych». OH 30 BCEX CHUJI IIBITAJICS [BIIIATH, TOBOPUTD U 3aIIXAIIATHCS, HO YTO OH MOT
CKa3aTh? A MOTOM UX PYKH MOTSHYIUCH K HEMY U OH 3aKPBIJI TIa3a-

"Hen" OH BCKOYUJI, PBaHbIM KPUK pe3Ko ob6opBasicsi. Mopras, OH ITOBEPHYJICS U IOCMOTPET Ha
03a004eHHBIN B3TIISAM XKeHH. [Tokou mopaa B Buntepdernne Bcerga ObIIM JOCTATOYHO TETIIBIMU
Ormaromapst Bofie, KOTOpas TeKja Yepe3 HUX U3 MOJA3eMHAIX TOPSIYMX UCTOYHUKOB 1 00paTHO, HO Hep
HUKOTITIa He Haxoaun ux 0ojiee HeYOOOHKIME, YeM cefiyac. BRICKOIBb3HYB U3-TI07 Ofiesisia, OH OfeJICs.

«Hepg...»

«[IpocTo coH, KedTunumu», - THXO 3aBePUII OH ee. 3aKyTaBIIKUCh B UX Ofiesia U TJISIMs Ha HEero, OH MOT
BUOETb, YTO CUIBHO ee OECIIOKOUT. ITH CHHI HE CITyYaIuCh KaXKIyI0 HOYb, HO ¥ He PEOKOCThHI0. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHA KHBHYA: «Thl BEPHEIICS B IIOCTEIIH?»

OH nokayvas rojIoBO# ¥ MOOHSI PYKY, KOTa OHA IOIIIa CIOPUTh: «MHe IPOCTO HYKHO IIPOTYJIATHCS,
KaT. UT0OBI IPOBETPUTH TOJIOBY».

HNuaue Tope U BMHA CHOBA YTOIIAT €TO0.

« boru, IpocTuTe MEeHs »

HekoTopoe BpeMms criycts Hen cTosin Ha Banax BuHTepderna, riny0oKo B3fbixas, TTISAS Ha AUKHUE
pacxopnsl CeBepa. Crapetiliiee, caMoe O0JIbIIOE ¥ CYPOBOE M3 BCEX CEMH KOPOJIEBCTB, HO TEM He
MeHee 0HO 00J1afiajio 3axBaThIBAOILIEN KPACOTOM.

« I>xor CHOY » MEICTTb 0 eT0 BHEeOpaYHOM CHIHE (Ha caMOM [ejie ero POXKIeHHOM IITIEeMSIHHUKE)
BO3HMKJIA HEIPOoIeHo. MabuuK ObIT aOCOTIOTHO CYpPOB BHeIHe, ¥ 00pa3 Hema GBI TaKO Ke, KaK
y m060T0 ceBepsiHUHA, KOTOPHIKA BeTpedas ero. Ho 9To 6ui1 He Hex. OHU He MOT/IH PasTiisifeTh YyTh
6oyiee KOPOTKOE JIUI0, TOHKHE YepPThl, KOTOPhIe CKpPhIBasla ero OKpacka.

«OHU He BUIAT B HeM TaprapueHa, — MpaydHo nogymai Hep, — u eMy OT 3TOr'0 TOJIBKO JIydllle».

B ueThIpe UMEHUHEI. MaJbYUK OB, IO CJI0BaM caMoro mMercrepa JIroBuHa, bnectsimum. OH ObIT
BeXKJIUB, 00X0mUTeNIeH, nyulie moboro peberka, Kotoporo Hem korma-nmu6o BcTpevan. On Gparncs 3a
YPOKH, KaK yTKa B BOMIy, ¥ ero HaBLIKM oOpaleHus ¢ nudpamu u 6ykBaMu OBISIM HA JPOXKIKaX BBIIIE
naxke Po00a ((hakT, KOTOPHIM BRI3Ba HEMaJIbIM I'HeB cO CTOPOHH KeltunuH). Ho caMbIM CTPAaHHBIM B
HeM OBLI ero UHTEJJIEKT.



Hen Hak/TOHWIICS BIEpeq, Kak OH gyMast. MalbyuK YYUICs CIUIIKOM OBRICTPO, ¥ B TEX PEIKUX
CIy4asix, KOTfja OH TOBOPHJI, OH [IeJiall 3TO C ropa3fo 00JbIIMM KpacHOpeureM, yeM 1060l pebeHoK,
kotoporo Hepn korma-nu6o BcTpeyan (Min, BO BCIKOM Ciydae, ciblmian). XoTss Heq He BUfen B 9TOM
HUKAKOM BUHEBI, OH IIPEKPaCHO IIOHUMaAJI, YTO 00UTaTeNIsIM 3aMKa HeKOMGOPTHO, ¥ YTO CIIYXHU O
BHeOpauHoM chiHe Jpamapnaa CTapka ykKe pacIpoCTPaHUIIUCD 0 3UMHEMY TOpPoay. XOTS HUKTO He
OCMeJNIMBAETCS TOBOPUTH O-OETCKYU 0 Hefe unu o ManbpumKe, eClid yXK Ha To mouwto. C Tex mop, Kak
ero HeoQuIMaTbHEIH IIUT-MeY, KOTOPHIH B 9TH OHU HOCUI Anapuk u3 IIeHTOoCa, 4yTh He yOunl
rBappeiiia, KOTOPHIY B35l Ha ce6s OTBETCTBEHHOCTb YKa3aTh MaJlbuHKy «CBOE MECTO» 3a IOIBITKY
YIIU3HYTH II0CJIe KOMEeHIaHTCKOro Yaca. C Kakou 1ebio He He MOT TIOHSITH, HO [IeJI0 B TOM, YTO HEJI0
KOHYMJIOCH TEM, UTO YeJIoBeKa u30MIu HacMepTh, U caM Hen pacmopsiguics yBOIUTH 3TOTO
YyeJI0BeKa, Kak TOJIBKO Y3HAJ, KTO 9T0 caenan. C TeX mop HUKTO He JOJIKEH OBINT BRICKA3BIBAThCS
npotuB [I2koHa CHOY TaM, THie ero Morniu ycinsimate Hen unu Anapuk. CeBepsiHe MOTYT OBITh
YIPSIMBIMU ¥ IeP3KUMU, HO UAUOTAMU OHU He OBIIH.

Hert, Hepa Geciokounu He 3TU CIIyxu. OTO OBIIO ocTanbHOe. Te, KOTOphle BO3HUKJIIX, KOTAA I[N
cMoTpenu Ha [IxxoHa CHOY, C ero CIIOKOWHOU HAaTypoiu U 11BeToM CTapka, C ero OCTPHIM YMOM U
YUTHUBHIM XapaKTepPoM, ¥ CPaBHUBAJIU €0 C APYTUM (€IUHCTBEHHEIM) CHIHOM P0060OM, KOTODPHIH OBIT
ele pebeHKOM, CO BCeEMU MaHepaMu, KOTOphIe IT0ipa3yMeBajiu U ero OTJIUYUTeIbHas OKpacka
Tannu. Hep emie He Bunen KelTunH B TaKOM THEBe, KaK KOTa OHa BIIEPBLIE YCIIBIIIAA CITyXH O
«HaCJIeMHUKE, KOTOPHIN HOJIXKEeH ObLI OBITE».

Hepn vacmemnnuBo GuIpKHYN: «Eciu O6bl OHU TONHKO 3HATIN».

Ho onwu aroro He chuenanu. Hukorma He. 3To ObIJI CEKPeT, KOTOPHIM Hep MoKmsANCs yHECTH C cOO0M
IIpsIMO B MOruiy. Bo3aMoxHo, Korpa [I;KOH CTaHET cTapllle, OH pacckaxkeT eMy. K ToMy BpeMeHH
Ma/Ib4YuK HalifeT cefe MecTo B MUPe, BO3MOXKHO, B KaUeCTBe MacTepa opyxkus Buntepdenna,
IPECTUKHOM MOIKHOCTH OacTapaa WK Jaxe MelcTepa uinu YieHa HouyHoro mosopa. XoTs, MOXKET
ObITh, ¥ He [[030p. BeHIXKeH MPUCOeqUHUIICS K HeMY ( BCe OBIIM TOTOBHI IIOKUHYTH €0, KaK TOJIbKO
IIpaBfa BHIIIA HapyXKy, KOT[la HA OOWH U3 HUX He MOT IIPOTUBOCTOSTL APYTrOMY, HE HEHaBUAS
IPYTOro 3a UX I'PeXH ), HO OH He OBII CJIel K ero XKajJKoMy COCTOSHUIO U KauyeCTBY (MU UX
OTCYTCTBHUIO). ) MyKUUH.

B mob6oMm cnydae, OH HalfieT MeCTO, ITie ero ChIH CMOXKeT IpolBeTaTh. [IpaBnenue PobepTa 6ymeT
Oe3omacHbIM, ¥ [I3KOH IPUMET CBOe II0JI0OKEHMe B XKM3HU. Bory, KaK OH Ha 9TO Hapesics. Hem moOun
MaJibYMKa TaK, KakK 0yaTo OH OB ero COOCTBEHHBIM, CO BCEMU CTPAHHOCTSIMU M BCEM OCTAJIbHBEIM, 1
OH He X0TeJ1 Obl BUIETh, KaK TOT OTIAEeT CBOIO XXM3Hb 3a TPOH, Ha KOTOPHIN Y Hero 6osblie He OBIIO0
HHUKAKHUX IIPaB.

Bo3MoxkHO, TOTa OH faxe pacckasan 6er 06 aToM KedtunuH. Bugut 60Ty, OH HEHABUAEN ITaTh ed U
HeHaBuen cebs elre O0JIbINe, KOTMIa OHA YIIOMSHYJIA, YTO OTOCTIaia MajbYuKa, K KOTOPOMY ObIJla Tak
JKeCToKa (CBoero coOCTBEHHOTO IJIEMSIHHKKA, X0Ts Obl 110 6paky). Ho HecMoTps HU Ha 4uTo, [[KOH
OCTAHEeTCSI, er0 CeKpPeT OCTAaHeTCS TOJIbKO 3TUM, ¥ OH HHUKOTMIA He CAOeT Ha KeJIe3HLIH TPOH.
«HeBaxHO, YTO KTO-TO IyMaeT», — TUXO IIPOIIEINTal OH B HOYb, AyMasi O 3aluTHUKe [[KOHa.
BoamoxkHO0, Hem Mor Ovl IOTOBOPUTH C CHPOM PoiprkKoM 0 Hadajle YPOKOB 60eBHIX KCKYCCTB [I2KOHa.
ManbuuKy ObIJIO OKOJIO ISITH UMEHUH, ¥ OH OBII CIMIIKOM MOJIO, YTOOH MOOHATH JaxKe JepeBSHHBIN
TPEHUPOBOYHBIN Med, HO OH MOT HaydaThb CJIeJ0oBaTh 3a CUpoM PompukoM u B GnuKanIIIme robl
II03HaTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTh MacTepa opyxkus. [la, ma. Ecnu noseset, Keutununa cMardyurcs, [JKoH B
OymyiieM 3aiMeT CBOoe MeCTO PsiioM ¢ 6paToM, u Bce ( HAKOHEI-To ) OymyT B MUpe.

He npouino u AByX NIyH, Kak nepenyranHas xkeHa HaugeT Hepma Ctapka, Iagyyiiero B CBoeM



Pa3pyIIeHHOM COJIsipe, ITPOKIUHAIONIET0 cebsi, 60T0B ¥ BCE, UTO MEXKIY HUMHU, U YMOJISIOIIETO
ITPU3PAKOB IIPOLIOTO O MPOILIEHWH.

BopoHBI IPUIETAT K KaXXKOOM BETUKOU KperocTy Ha CeBepe ¥ BO MHOTHE OPYTHE 3a ero MpeaesiaMy,

Hecsl MpauHble BeCcTd. [IkoH CHOYy, BHeOpauHbIHi chiH damapaa CTapka, ObUT IIOXUIEH XKUTEJIeM
Bunrtepdenna Anapukom u3 [TeHTocCa.
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