"Kopormsb u3 Cearou 3emnu Tauu? CtparHo. B CsaToii 3eMyie Taiin eCTb KOPOIHU, HO 3TO TOJIBKO JIy
CroaHb ¥ Ta MaJjieHbKad AeBo4YkKa, JIuHr Pan. OTKyga B3S/IUCh 9TU MATH Koponeu?" BocbMmon asaas
HaxXMYpPUJICI B 3aMellaTeIbCTBE.

TeMm He MeHee, 3T0 Ob110 X0po1o. C nAThi0 Oonee cumbHEIMU KoponismMu, 3T0 GbIJI0 0YEHB TI0JIE3HO
01 KpoHIpuHIla. OHU CMOTIJIM OCTAaHOBUTHh MHOTUX Kopoeii.

Bocnonb30BaBLINCH ClIyYyaeM, KPOHIIPUHI] YCTPEMUWICSA K TPOHY. TPOH HaxoOuics HedaleKo, HO TaM
Ovita TeicsiuecTynenyatast HebecHasi JlectHuta. [1o 3Toii TeCTHULIE HeNlb3s OBIJIO B3JIETETH, & HYKHO
ObLJI0 TOMHUMATHCS IIar 3a maroM. OHa Oblyia ocTaBieHa uMnepaTopoM 1111, ¥ TONBKO IPEO0JIEB
TricsuecTynendatyio HebecHyio JlecTHUILY, MOXKHO OBIJIO CTaTh HACTOSIIMM UMIIEPATOPOM U
IIOJIyYUTh IPHU3HAHNUE UMIIEPaTOPCKOU IeYaTH.

Kpounpusni nogauMarcs no TeicsyecTyneH4daTtor HebGecHott JlecTHuile. Ha KaxmoM IIary ero 4yTh
He aTakoBasl Koponb. OH OKa3acsd B 0YeHb CII0KHOU CUTYallUH.

Tem He MeHee, eMy ymanoch npeopnosnets 6onee 500 cTymene. OH ObIJT yKe Ha IOJIMYTH K YCIIEXY.

"TIpoknsiThe, KpOHIPHUHI] Bcero B 500 marax oT TpoHa. [Janbiie OygeT cioxHee!" BripaxkeHUs Tpex
Osmeil pe3K0 U3MEHUITUCh.

OnHako y HUX He ObUIO0 BEIOOpa. BoMbIIMHCTBO KOpoJiel coepKuBanuch. OOuH KOPOb He OB
IOCTaTOYHO CUJIEH, YTOOB YOUTH KPOHIIPUHIIA.

KpoHnpuHIl KyIbTUBIPOBa ApaKoHbIO I uMnepaTopa Ilu, kotopas ob6nagasna gyxoM apakoHa. OH
OBbLIT HE TOJIBKO OUeHb CUJIEH, HO ¥ MOT 1M06eauTh TH000T0 KOPOIs.

Bripaxenue nuna TpeThero AAAM CTAJI0 MpadyHEIM. "[Ipyroro nytu HeT. Eciiv MBI XOTUM IIOMEIIaTh
€My CeCTb Ha TPOH, MBI JOJIKHEI ITIOIIPOCUTH €r0 0 IIOMOIIM cerdac".

Cka3aB 3T0, OH BEIOPOCHJI TEMHO-UYePHBEIN He(PUTOBHIN MefanboH. HeprTOBEI MefanboH TYT Ke
HayaJll TOPeTh, TPEBPATUBIINCEH B UYEPHBIM CBET, KOTOPBIM YCTPEMUIICS B HEOO U UCUE3.

Kpounpusnn Huues @sH nogauMarcs mo TeicayecTynendaToi HebecHol JlecTHulle. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH
IIOYYBCTBOBaJI, YTO YTO-TO JOJIKHO IIPOM30UTU. Ero cepplie ymasno, ¥ OH TYT XKe YCKOPUJI 1Iar.

B HeGe Hap ©MIIepaTOPCKUM TopofoM 6e3 eIUHOT0 3ByKa I0sSBUIaCh KOpOoTKasd ¢urypa. Ero koxa
OblIa IOX0XKa Ha 3acoxillee AepeBo, Ipunnumnmiee K KoctsaM. OH TOCMOTpPeST BHU3 Ha BCe U CTPAHHO
3acmesica: "Luap CaHb, THL HAKOHEL-TO COTJIACUJICS Ha MOU yCiIoBUs. He BONHYUCS, Telleph ML
IOTOBOPHUIIHUCE. & BHITIONHIO CBOe obellaHue u yObio 3TOro pebeHka".

3aTeM OH IIOCMOTPEJ Ha KPOHIPHHIIA, MOJAHMMAIOLIErocs 10 JIECTHUIE, M YCMEXHYJICA. "OTOT
pebeHOK OYeHb TaJaHTIUB. Ero MOXKHO CUMTATh CAMBIM MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM U3 MOJIOHOTO IIOKOJIEHUS
BenuKoM muHactuu [unb. Kajp, 4To 0H OymeT yOUT B Urpe MpecTosioB. Ilopa oTIpaBsaThCS B af,
CBIHOK".

Kak TOo/nbKO OH 3aKOHYHUJI TOBOPUTE, OH IIOCTIAJ JIaJOHb 110 BO3YXY B CTOPOHY KPOHIIPHHIIA. JIafloHb
cofiepxKaJjla OTPOMHYIO CHJIY ¥ 3acTaBuJia BCEX IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINUX Ha ClieHe KOPOJied N3MeHUTh
BhIpaxeHue nuifa. "Ita cuna... O HeT, oH - [TouTeHHLIN LlapcTBa baxyan!"

"TlouTeHHBIN?"

"OHM TONTBKO 4YTO BhI3Banu [louTeHHoro mnapcrea baxysar?"



KpoHNpUHIT 1 €ero CTOPOHHUKY OBITM MOTPsiceHbl. OHM He 0XKUOAJH, YTO Ha HUX HamafeT [10YTeHHBIN
IapcTBa baxyas.

OH OBUT TYYIIIMM 9KCIIEPTOM, KOTOPHIHM MOT T06euTh TH000T0 B MUPE.

Crapelid UMIIEpPaTOpP CULENI Ha TPOHE, ¥ BhIPaXKeHUe ero Jihlia ToXKe N3MeHUII0Ch. CXBaTuB
MMIIePaTOPCKYI0 [TedaTh, OH COOUPACS UCIONIb30BaTh 9HEPTUI0 OecCMepTHOU D0KeCTBEHHOU
OUHACTUY, YTOOHI 3aIIUTUTL CBOETO CHIHA.

OpHako OH Bce ellle caepxkuBancsad. OH X0TeNl IOCMOTPETh, KakK JaleKO CMOXKET 3alTH ero JeBSATHIN
CcoiH LIuHb O5H.

HeCMOTpﬂ Ha TO, 4TO LIuHbp ®3H HECKOILKO pa3 YMOIJIAII €T0 OTIIYCTUTh HAJIOZKHHUITY AH, 4TO0 ero
pacCcTpaunBalio, OH BCe €llle BOo3jiarajl Ha Hero OoJIbIIme HageXK[hbl.

KoHeuHO, eciy KPOHIIPUHI] IeHCTBUTEIPHO He CMOXKEeT BHIMTH U3 Jleca, OH 0053aTeNIbHO TPUMeT
Mepsl. OH He MOT IIPOCTO CMOTPETh, KaK BCE 3TO TPOUCXOMMT.

Bywm! Bywm!

I[Tocne Toro Kak ITouTeHHHIH [apcTBa baxyHar chenart mar, He6o cpa3y ke u3MeHunoch. OrpoMHas
PyKa yfmapuia KpOHIIPUHIIA, KOTOpast OblIa HACTONBKO MOIIHOM, YTO MOTJIa YHUYTOXKUTD BCE.
[TycToTa pa3pyuriiack. [Ba KOposs apcTsa 110 # BOCEMOM A/ MOMBITAIMCh OCTAHOBUTE €T0, HO
BCE OHM YIIaJIu IIOCJIe TOTO, KAaK ObITY Pa30UTH ¥ aTaKOBAHHI.

B 3TOT MOMEHT BCce BO ¢paKIuy KPOHIIPHHIIA ObIIA B OTYASTHUH.

Kak oHmM Morju cpaxartbcsi ¢ [IouTeHHBIM IfapcTBa baxyan? KpoHIPUHI] TOYHO TIOTHUO OHI.
BaxyaH Obli THIIb HAa YPOBEHB BHIIIE ITapcTBa Llus10, HO MexXmy HUMHU Oblia OOJIbIIast pa3HHUIIA.
"910 mHTEpPECHO. OH YCTOSI Iepef aTaKod OOUH Pa3, HO CKOJIBKO eIlle OH CMOXKEeT BhIepKaTh?"

TamHCTBeHHBIN CTaphii [I0UTEHHBIM XOJIOMHO PacCMesyICSl U CHOBa aTakoBasl. Ero GosbInas pyka
Oblyla MOX02Ka Ha HEMOHUYECKYI0 CKPHUKaJlb, KOTOpas CIIyCTUIach ¢ HeOa ¥ HaHec/ia MOIIHBINA yaap
110 KPOHIIPHUHILY.

B To e BpeMs OT ero MeJIOBOM U IIMIITKOBATOM JIafIOHK MCXOAKIIa CTPaHHAs 3acoXIas aypa.

Hemopaneky OT HETro HECKOJIbKO TPOCCMENCTEPOB apcTBa JI10x3 u3 Gppakuuy KPOHIPUHITA ObITH
3aTPOHYTH YBsAAOLIEN aypol, TaK KaK HaXOOUJIUCh CIIUIIKOM 6JIU3KO.

B ogHO MTHOBEHME BCE OHU H3OalIU HpOH3HT€J’IbeIfI KPHK, a IIJIOTh ¥ KPOBb HaA UX TeJlaX GBICTpO
3acoxnu. [Tocme Toro, Kak ux KPOBE U IIM IIOJTHOCTBIO UCCSAKIJIN, OHU 3d HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]
IIPEBPATUIIACh B OOHU KOCTH. OT 3THUX IIbSHBIX U BEICOXIIINX TPYIIOB y BCEX CTEIJIAa KPOBE.

"Curna yBsganus! Tl - [TourenHb 3acoxmuii Jluct!"

BOCKJIUKHYJI KOPOJIb U3 (paKiuy KPOHIIPHHIIA, Y3HAB TAaKHCTBEHHOT0 CTaporo I1o4TeHHOro. IT0 OB
3HaMeHuTHH [louTeHHb 3acoxiero JIucra.

B Mupe OBIJIO BCETO HECKOJILKO [ToYTeHHBIX, U Ka}KJZ[beI 13 HUX OBII CYIIEP3KCIIEPTOM, IMIHUPOKO
N3BECTHBEIM BO BCEM MHDPE, IIO3TOMY Y3HATh UX OBITIO JIETKO.



"BepHo, 3To [Toutennsiit 3acoxiiero Jlucra!" ycMexuyscs Tpetui asaasa. OH 3amiaTiia OTPOMHYIO
11eHy 3a To, uToObl [TouTeHHBIN 3acoxiuit JIUCT cpaXkacs 3a HEero.

Onnako Tenepsb OH OB YBEPEH, YTO BCE 3TO TOTO CTOUIIO.
[ToutenHbIt napcTBa baxyaH OblT peanumM GakKTOPOM.

Kak pas B TOT MOMEHT, Korga KocTisiBas pyka [ToutenHoro 3acoxiiero JIucra codupanach yoapuTh
KPOHIIPXHIIA, CTAaphlii UMIIEPATOP Ha TPOHe OBII TOTOB cHenaTh CBOM Xof. OH He M03BOJIUI OBl HUKOMY
yOUTH BEIOPAHHOTO UM KPOHIIPUHIIA.

Psimom ¢ HUM mpekpacHas u 6/1aropogHasi UMIepaTpUIla BhIIIIA BIIEped ¥ OCTaHOBHUJIA CTAPOTo
“MIiepaTopa. "Ballle BeJIMYyeCcTBO, BaM He CJIe0Baj0 BMEIIUBATLCS B 9TO [EJI0".

OueBuUHO, UMIIEpaTPULIA HEe XOTeNa, YTOOR KPOHIIPUHIL HOOUIICS yCIexa.

TauHcTBeHHas ¢urypa 6eciiyMHO MOSBUIACH ITepe KPOHIPUHIIEM U YAapuia, CTONKHYBIINUCEH C
nagoubio IToutennoro 3acoxuero JucTa.

"Unu x gepty!" [louTeHHBIN 3acoxuui JINCT X0NOOHO (BIPKHYJ, ¥ CUJIa €T0 IIUIIKOBAaTON PYKHU
Pe3Ko BO3pocia U Obla JOCTaTOYHOM, YTOOBI yOUTH JIF000T0 KOPOJId Ha 3TOU CLEHe.

B cnepyromyo ceKyHIy BCEM B I'Jla3a YAApPUJl CUIIBHBEIY CBET!
Byxym...
K BceoOuieMy yauBI€HUIO, TOT, KTO OTCTYTWI, Ol [TouTeHHbIH 3acoxuuit JIUCT.

" TloutenHw#t 3acoximui JIuct!" TpeTuit Osas, NeBITHAOUATHIMN OSOS U OCTAIbHBIE OBITTA ITOTPSICEHH.
970 OB JIeTeHIapPHbIM U 3HaMeHUTHIH [TouTeHHEM 3acoxmui JIuct. Kak 0H MOT OLITH TOOEKIeH?

OHM TYT Ke TIOCMOTPeNU Ha GUTYPY, TeJI0 KOTOPOi OBIJI0O OKYTaHO TyMaHHBIM CBETOM. HUKTO U3 HUX
He MOT Pa3rIsifeTh JINL0 MYXKYUHEL, HO OHO ObIJIO OYeHb 3HAKOMBIM. WX JuIla CTanu MpadyHbIMU, 1
OHU ITPOU3HECIIH CJIOBO 3a c11oBoM: "Kopomb-cTapeimuta CBaTou 3emmnu Tauu!".

Onm He oxupanu npucyrcteus Crapuero Kopons CesaToit 3emnu Tauu.
B mupe 651710 BCcero HeCKOIbKO [TouTeHHbIX TapcTBa baxyaH, BepHO?

U Tloutennnin 3acoxmmuii JIuct, 1 Koponb Ctaperiuns CBAaTon 3eMiau Taiiy OTHOCUIUCH K 3TOMY
IIapCTBY.

"Crapermuta Koposns! Crapeimmaa Kopons Caton 3emnu Taiiu 3geck!" BocbMoit msims OblI
youBIieH u oOpanoBaH. Korga TpeTuil [Asios ¥ OCTalIbHBIE SIBUNTKACH, YTOOBI IIOMeIaTh KPOHIIPUHITY
B30MTH Ha TPOH U IOCJIAIM MHOXKECTBO 9KCIIEPTOB, YTOOH aTaKoBaTh ero, CTapeuInHa He MOSIBUIICS.
OH gyMmai, 4TO TOT He NIPUAEeT CEerogHs.

K ero ynusnenuio, Ctapetimuia Koposb ObIT 3eCh 1 0OCTaHOBUJI CMEPTENIbHYIO aTaKy [104TeHHOTOo
3acoxmiero JIucra.

[TouyTtennslil 3acoxiuy JIUCT mOCMOTPeN Ha HeTo ¢ youBneHueM. " Trl - CtapeninuHa Koposb u3
Casitout 3emnu Taiin. JTtogu npaBel. Tel ToXKe [TouTeHHEBIN ITapcTBa baxyan".

Teno Lluub YeHa Ob1I0 OKPY2KEHO CBETOM, X HUKTO HE MOT BUETH ero nriia. OH MOCMOTpesn Ha



[Toutennoro 3acoxiero Jlucra ¥ paBHOAYIIHO CKa3am: "Pa3Be Thl ToXke He [TouTenHbl LlapcTBa
Baxyan? [IpoCcTo TBOU CTUJIb KyJIbTUBALMA HEMHOT'O CTPaHHBIN".
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