Y Tomaca JIoy ObITIO Bsijoe BhIpazKeHUeE JIKIla, KOToa OH OeCleNTbHO ITepPenruCThIBajl COOOIIEHUS B
COLIMATBHEIX CeTSX Ha cBoeM cMapTdoHe. OH cumesn Ha HeygqoOHOM IIAaCTUKOBOM CTYJie, CKPECTHB
HOTY U OIIKPAsiCh Ha IIPUIAaBOK. MarasuH, rae oH paboTan, Obl mycT, ¥ ToMac, Y4eCTHO TOBOPSI, HE
IIOHUMaJI, 3a4eM HYKEeH KPYrJIOCYTOYHBIM Mara3uH B IJIyX0i 4acTHu cejla B AMepuke. BripoueM, 3To
OBLIIO HEYIUBUTENBHO: ¥ TOPONCKUX XKHUTeJel Oblo 60bllle JeHer, Y4eM OHU MOTTIH cebe TT03BOJIUTE,
OH OTIpefieJIeHHO He JKaJI0BaJICS - MOTy4aTh AEHBTH 3@ TO, YTOOHI PEITHCS B TenedoHe, Haxke eciu
3apriaTa Obljla MUHUMAJIbHOM, OBIITO HEITJIOXUM 3aHSTHEM.

Pa3pmascs merkui 3BOH KOJIOKOJIbYHMKA, COITPOBOKIAEMEIN KOPOTKHUM, IIPOXJIagHLIM IIOPEIBOM BETpa.

"KnueHnt?" - momymain ToM, TOCYUTAB 3TO CTPAaHHKEIM. Pafiyt BCero cBATOro, ObIJI0 TPX Yaca HOYU. ITO
Ob110 OB YyHOM, ecniy Obl B €70 TOPOJie KTO-TO BBIIIEN U3 JOMa [I0CTIe IEeBSTH.

OH moCIeNnHO BCKOYMII Ha HOTH. Barman YCTPEMHUIICA Ha I[pO6OBI/IK, CHpSITaHHbII;I Imoxg CTOJIoOM, HO
IIOKa CUTyallisd HEe HAaCTOJIBKO HAIIPpAXKEHHAas, YTOOHI OH eMy HOHaJIO6I/IJ'ICH.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, B MX MaJIeHbKOM IOPOJIKe C HACeJIeHHEM B IeCSTh THICSY YeJI0BEeK OBIIO MaJio
HE3HAKOMBIX eMY JIHII.

B 30HYy ero BUZUMOCTH IT0Tajl 60POJATHIN MyXK4YKHA, Ha JIUIe KOTOPOTO UTpasia JyKaBas yiaei0ka. OH
OBIL... OJIET, CKOpPEee BCETO, B HAPSI BUKTOPUAHCKOM 3II0XU: YEPHBIM CMOKUHT, JJaAKHPOBAaHHAS TPOCTh
¥ KpacHBas U3yMpyaHas Opolls, TPUKoIoTas K rpyau. OgHakKo mijisgna Ha MaKyIuIKe - BOT YTO
HacTopoxkuyo ToMa. OH He OBIJT YBepPeH, YTO CTOSIINN Ilepell HUM YeJIOBEeK B 3[paBOM yMe.

Hu ogvH HOpMasbHBEIM YEIOBEK He XOOUT B TPU Yaca HOYU B OfieXKe NBOPSHMHA CEMHAAIaTOr0 BEKa,
10 KparHeu Mepe, He B 3TOM ropoge. Ho... KapMaHHbIE YaChl U3 YUCTOT0 30J10Ta, KOTOPhIE MyXK4YKWHa
IepaKas B IPaBO¥ PyKe, 3aCTaBUJIU €T0 3adyMaThCs, 0COOeHHO KOTfja OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO OHU
MHKPYCTHPOBaHBI JparolleHHBIMI KaMHSMH.

KTo GBI HU OBITT 3TOT YEJIOBEK, OH BHITTISIAEN CIUIIKOM YTOHYEHHBIM [IJI TOTO, YTOOBl 3aHUMAThCS
rpabexomM. ToOM MOCMOTPETT Ha JIUII0 MYXKYKWHEI ¥ TTOHSJI, YTO OH MOTPSICAIOIIE KPACKB: €0
cepebpucras 6opopa Obla MOACTPUXKEHA UIeaNIbHO, CBETIIO-TOTyObIe T7la3a, CJIOBHO CHSIJIHM, KOTMa Ha
HUX nagan cBeT. OH mogyMalt, He IBETHHIE I 9TO KOHTAKTHHIE JTMH3HEI, a IUII0 HE UMEJI0 HUKAKIX
W3BSHOB, ¥ OH IIOTyMaJl, MOXKET, OH MOIesb, aKTep UJIX YTO-TO B 9TOM pofie.

"UeM... 1 MOTY BaM ITIOMOYb, Cap?" - cripocuil ToM, ero royioc OblI JOBOJIBHO HANIPSIKEHHBEIM.

"Tomac JIoy", - CITOKOIHO CKa3aJl OH, ero rojoc He BeIpaxkaa HU Majeuniero 6e3yMusi.

[To mo3BoHOYHUKY ToMaca npobexan xomofgok. Ha ero paboueM KocTioMe He OBIJI0 TabOIUYKH C
UMEHEeM, TaK KakK XKe OH...

VcmyraBImch, OH MIPOTSHY PYKY K PYXKbIO.



Kaxkoe-TO mBUKEeHNE OTBIEKIIO €r0, U OH IepeBel B3radan Ha MyXK4YWHY B KOCTIOME. PYKI/I Toma
OPO02KaJin, XU OH IIepeCcTall ABUTAaThCA... OH O6Hapy}KI/IJ'I, 4YTO CMOTPHUT B OYJIO, XOJIOOHASA, 9YePHas CTallb
COBPEMEHHOI'0 ITMCTOJIETA HAllPpaBlIeHa IIPAMO €My B I'OJIOBY.

" [enpru... I 0TKpoI0 Kaccy", - 3aukHyJCca ToMac, OTYassHHO HaflesCh, YTO 3TOT YeJI0OBEK IIPOCTO
CTpafaeT mporpeccupyoel GopMor KIeITOMaHuy, a He SIBISeTCS HaCTOSLIUM CyMacCIIeqIIuM.

"MHe He HYXKHBI TBOU [I€HbI'U", - OTBETUII OOPOJATHIN MyKYHHA, €ro I'0JIOC CTaJll ellle XOJIOHee.

"Torga 4yero xe ThI Xo4uelIs!" - KpUKHYI ToMac B OTBET, HE B CUJIaX COXPAHATh CIIOKOMCTBUE B TAKOU
cuTyauuu. MEICIIEHHO OH IIPUKUALIBAJI, CTOUT JIU €My PUCKHYTh U CXBATUTHCS 3a PyXKbe, HO CTaBKU
OBLIM TaK BEICOKHU, YTO OH 3aCTPSN B IJIEHY HEPEIIUTETHHOCTH.

" x04y, 4TOOBI THI CHITPAJI B UTPY", - CIIOKOWHO OTBETUJI 60POJATHIN MyXK4YMHA.

"B urpy?" - orBeTusn ToMm, B ero rojioce rpo3Bydajia CMeCh CTpaxa, TperneTa U paCTepPSHHOCTH.

“HpaBpma IIPOCTEI, - ITPOU3HEC OH, 0OXKKOad, II0OKa Tom IIOCMOTPHUT IIPSAMO €MY B I'lla3a, IIPEeXKIEe 4eM
IIPOAOJIZKUTE, - 4 3adaM Tebe BOIIPOC. ThI DOMXKEH OTBETUTh. ECIIK TH COIXKeEIIlb, S Tebst IIPUCTPEIIIO. !

"Ecnu s conry?" - mpo6opmoTan ToM, Tpsicsichk oT cTpaxa. OTKyma 3ToT 6e3yMel] MOT 3HaTh, JIXKEeT OH
WY HeT. JTO OBIIO y2KacHO. OTo OBl 60IbHOM, N3BpallleHHBIN OypalKrAil PO3BITPHIII 3a €r0 CUeT.

OH 6b11 TPycOM. Bcio €BOI0 Ku3HB OH ObLT TPycoM. Ho eciiu eMy CyKIeHO YMEPETH B JIIOOOM CIIydae...
TI0 IIPUXOTH JKECTOKOT0, HEHOPMAJIbHOT0 IICKXO0IIaTa, TOT{a. ..

Ero pyKu pacIjibIIuCh, KOTHOa OH MOTSHYJICS 3a APO60BUKOM. B MOMEHT NMpPUCTYTa SPOCTH OH
IIPEO0f0JIeNT CBOM CcTpax, u00 3TO OB eIMHCTBEHHHBIN IYTh K BEIXKMBAHUIO, KOTOPHEIY OH BUOE].

OH MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK XOJIOOHBIN METAJIT CTBOJIA APOOOBHKA KOCHYJICS €T0 KOXKH, KOTTa OH
BBIIEPHY €ro u3-1of npuiaBka. OH IMOCHENTHO HAPaBUII CTBOJI B CTOPOHY G0POAATOr0 My XKYMHE,
ero cepptie 3a0uI0Ch B TPyaH, KOTHa OH coOpajICs C CUIaMu, YTOOB! BEICTPEINTh. Kak HU CTPAHHO,
HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH HUKOTA PaHbIlle He CTPEJIS B KHUBYIO IIejib, B €ro JeUCTBUIX He OBII0
KOJIeOaHUH.

Paspgancs BEICTpPeNI, ¥ BMECTE C HUM HadaJiCs IIyM B yIIaX. ' DOMKHM, 3BEHSIINUN 3BYK B yX€ 0OBIYHO
BBEI3LIBAET CUJIBHYIO TPEBOTY, HO B TOT MOMEHT ToMa 3TO efiBa BOJTHOBAJIO.

OH He CTpensi.

C YZKaCOM B I'lla3aX OH YCTPEMHMII B3rJidd BHU3, HAOEesACh HAd 9y[o.



B ero rimasax OTPA3UJICA LIIOK, KOI'Ma OH ITOXJIOIIaJl cebs 1Mo TPyOHu B IIOMCKAX PAHEI, HO HE HAIIIEJI ee.

"Tlogoxpute...", - TpoOOPMOTAJ OH, 0CO3HAB, YTO €TI0 PyKU CBOOOOHEL ['Ie xKe ero...

On IIOBEPHYII TOJIOBY BJIEBO, 3aMETUB MEJIbKHYBIII€E€ B 3TOM HAIIPABJIEHUH IISATHO. Ero PYXbeE JIeZKaJlo
Ha BUTPHHE, B PYKOSTKE BUOHEJIOCE ObIMAIIIEEeCHd IIyJIeBO€ OTBEPCTHE.

STOT YesoBeK... OH BEIOUII OPYyKUE U3 €T0 PYK?

"Kax... 4epT BO3bMHU... 3TO BOOOIIIEe BO3MOXKHO?"

MepnneHHO, TpeonosieBast TUIIEPBEHTUISALINIO, OH MeJJIEHHO ITOBEPHYII 11€10, YTOOLI IIOCMOTPETD B
U0 60pomaTOMy MyKYUHE, KOTOPBIMA CTOSITT TaM, ero 0e3yIpeyHoe IUI0 0CTABaI0Ch CIOKOWHEIM, He
TPOHYTHIM OeUCTBUSIMHU ToMa.

"3T0... 3T0 OBLI COH?"

"THI 3aKOHYHUI?" - CIIPOCHII OH, B €T0 CJIOBaX YyCTBOBAJIACh 3aByaTUPOBAHHOE MPEeNyIpexXaeHnue, ecliu
ToM Korga-nmubo BUOE TaKoe.

"Tla-ma, cap", - IOCIIEITHO OTBETUII OH, TIOTHSB B BO3[YX ApozXKalllie PYKH, YTOOH IT0Ka3aTh, YTO
HUYEro He CIIYYUIOCE.

"OyeHb X0OPOIIIO, TOTHA CIIyLIauTe BHUMATENIbHO. f 3afjaM CBOU BOIIPOC TOJIBKO OAWH pa3. Eciu TH He
OTBETHIL", - DOpomay MPUCTABUII CTBOJI K I'ojioBe ToMa, ¥ XOJIOOHBIM MeTaJsl 3aCTaBUII €T0
B3OPOTHYTh.

"Motii epBbIit BOIIPOC", - 3asIBUTI OH. I10T cTpyiiKamu cTekan 1o 16y ToMa, Korfa OH B3MOJIUJICS,
yTOOBI €70 pa3yM paboTasl Ha IIOJIHYI0 MOIIHOCTh, He 6obiie. OH 0OUeHb HafesNICsI, MOJIUII BCEX, KTO
CJIyIllaJjl, YTO IICUXOIAT 3a[acT BOIIPOC, Ha KOTOPHIM OH CMOXKET OTBETHUTD.

" Tel upenIs O TIOSHOMY PHIHKY. MUMO IIpoe3kKaeT YepHBIM BHEJOPOXKHUK, Bpe3asch B (hOHAPE.
BoopyxeHHEIN 4eNloBeK pacliaxuBaeT ABepb MallHEL. Ero ria3a HanuBalTCA KPOBLIO, KOTTa OH
ocMaTpuBaeT OKpeCcTHOCTH. OH CHUMaeT ¢ KOOypHI MUCTOJIET ¥ HallpaBJIseT ero Ha TOJNIy. JTO
cOexkaBIINii C MeCTa BOOPYKEHHOT0 orpabieHus YelloBeK, U OH UIIET 3aJI0KHUKa. Tojna HauyuHaeT
y0eraTs, a MyK4rHa KPAUYUT, YTOOB OHU OCTAHOBUJIKCH. THI CIIPSATANCSA 3a HUM, eINHCTBEHHOE
OpYyXMe B TBOEM PaCIOPSIXKEHUY - IPOOOBUK, KOTOPHIN THI IIBITAJICS MCIIOIL30BaTh IPOTUB MeHS. Y
HEeTo He XBaTaeT JaJIbHOCTU, YTOOHI CTPENSATh C TAKOTO paccTOAHMsA. MyxX4uHa coOupaeTcs
BBICTPEJIUTL B TONIY. YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTH €T0, Tebe Hy2KHO aTaKOBaTh €T0 U BHITYCTUTH IIYJII0 U3
npoboBuka. Ho ecTs OojbIasi BEPOSITHOCTD, UTO OH YCJIBIIIUT TBOM 1Iaru. ToMac JIoy, 4To OBI THI
cOesan B 9TOU CUTyaruu?".

"Uto OHL... 51 cuenan?" OH MOBTOPUJI BOITPOC BCIIYX, OIIEJIOMJIEHHBIM €r0 CTPAaHHOCTHIO.



"V Te0st eCTh MIECTbOECAT CEKYHI Ha OTBET", - XOJIOOHO OTBETHUII MYXKYHHA.

WHCcTHHKT, mobynuBiui ToMaca K IeMCTBHIO, 3aCTaBUJI €T0 HArjl0 OTBETUTH, YTO OH IIOBTOPHUT TO,
YTO cHeian ToJbKO 4To. OH OPOCUTCST Ha BOOPYKEHHOT'0 YeJIoBeKa U 3aCTpeNuT ero. [louemy?
[ToToMy 4TO UMEHHO TaKOU OTBET, CKOPEE BCET0, XOTeJI IOJIyYUTh 3TOT CTPAHHLIM Y€JI0BEK U3
BUKTOPHAHCKOM 3moxu. OT HEro maxJio XKaxmIoW CIIpaBeqIuBOCTH, ¥ OH MOUTH yOemui ce0si, 4To Tak U
Hamo.

Ho....

Korga oH mocMoTpest B KpUCTaIbHO YHUCTHIE T'ONTyOble TyIa3a MyKYKWHEL. DTO OBIIN He I'a3a
cyMaclmeniero yenoBeka. Ho 3To onpeneneHHo OBLIY T'1a3a YOUUIIHL.

"Ecnu THL conxkelb, 51 3acTpeno TeOs". CioBa MyKUMHbL TPO3BY4asl B €ro IojloBe, 3aCTaBuB ToMa
nepHyThcsi. OH He MoT nrath. [1of TaKUM JaBJIEHUEM ero YI0BKYU OblTu Obl CTUIIIKOM OYEBUOHEL. DTOT
YeJI0BeK HOJIKEeH OBLI OBITh OBIBIIMM BOEHHBIM. JTO UMEJIO CMEICH, C TAKUM OIIBITOM €My HEe COCTaBUT
TPyZ#a Y4ySaTh JIOXKb.

Tak 4TO XKe emy fmesnaTh?

Kewm 65111 Tom? ToT, KTO paboTasn 3a MUHUMAJIbHYIO 3apIjlaTy B KPYTJIOCYyTOYHOM MarasuHe. TOT, KTO
0TKa3aJiCcd OT CBOMX aMOUILIUY IIPY NIePBHIX IIPU3HaKaX Heygadu. ToT, KTO CIUIIKOM 60sics
cONMMAKATHCS C OPYTUMH, OTIacasich ObITH OPOLIeHHBIM. TOT, KTO OOHAXK/IBI IIPOUTpa U 0osics
IIPOUTpPaTh CHOBA.

ToT, KTO BUHUII BECh MUP B CBOMX IIpo0eMax.

"$1 GBI, - IO paCKpaCHeBIIEMYCS ULy ToMa CKaTHIACh CIe3a, XOTs OH He CYUTAJI, YTO 3TO M3-3a
CTpecca, - Oep¥aJics B TeHU", - CKa3aJl OH, ero rojioc OBUT eBa BEIIIE IIEOTa.

"Mycop", - ¢ mpe3peHueM npobopMoTan 60pogaThii MyK4MHA, CIIIOHYB Ha 3eMJIIO0.

ToM B3OpPOTHYII.

"THI IpoOIIIENT TePBHIX BOIIPOC”, - oOaBMII OH IIOC/e, 3aCTaBUB ToMa B3[OXHYTh C 00nerdeHreM. XoTs
OH He 3HAaJI, T0YeMY OH [OJIKEH UCILITEIBATh 00JIerdeHre, 3TOT CyMaclleIni youl Okl ero B 11060M
ciydae.

"[l711 BTOPOT0 BOIIpOCa IIOCMOTPY MHe B I'Jla3a", - IPOCTONYIIHO CKa3asl OH.

Ha artot pa3 ToMm gelCTBUTENIbHO HaYaJl IlakaTh. bopomaThiii MyK4YnuHa OeACTBUTENIBHO OBIIT
CyMacllleilll¥M, B KOHIIEe KOHI[OB.



Ero 3PEeHKrEe Ha4daJlO PACIIJIEIBATECA K3-3a CJIE3, HO, TEM He MEeHeEe, OH IIOOYMHHUIICA.

B ero rnasax IpoMebKHYI y2Kac, 1 HA MTHOBEHME OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s MaJIeHbKOM 3BE3[I0YKOM B
OeckpaliHell BCeJIEHHOM, TPOCTO MypaBheM Ha (poHe BCETO CYILETO.

B cnepyroiee MrHOBEHME OH y2Ke IIeJT IT0 MHOTOTFOIHON PHIHOYHOM IIJTOIIaau. MarasuHsl ObUIH
yKpallleHbl KpaCOYHBIMU BUTPUHAMHU, KaK €My [1I0Ka3aJioCh, Ha SIIOHCKOM fA3bIKE, a Ha
IIePeroIHeHHBIX YIUIaX TOJUINCH COTHU TIEIIeX0/I0B. ITO He MOTJIO OBITh CHOM, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH
HUKOTZA B CBO€M XKU3HHU He ObLJI B 9TOM MECTe.

Ho Tom O6Hapy}KI/IH, YTO HEIIPOM3BOJIEHO UIET BIIEPE[ I10 nepenonHeHHoﬁ JIDABMHU YIINIIE, IIOTEPAB
KOHTPOJIb HaJJ CBOUM TEJIOM.

B cremytornyio ceKyHAy mo3afy Hero pa3faiuch UCITyTaHHBE KPUKY Ha S3BIKE, KOTOPOT'0 OH HUKOTHA
paHbIIle He CIIBIAJ, HO KAKUM-TO 00pa30M MOHSI. AMOHCKUN, 3HAUUT?

Jlromu BOKPYT Hero 6pocunuck 6exkaTh, KOT{la OH YCJIbIIIA 1mo3aay ce6si BU3T aBTOMOOUITBHBIX IIKH,
HO ToM ocTaBaJjiCs Ha MeCTe, CJIOBHO IOTPSICEHHBIN.

MuMO HEro IpoHeCCs: YePHbIM BHEJOPOXKHUK, U TOM yBUEJ, KaK Y HEr0 0TKa3anu TopMmo3a. OH
Bpe3asiCsl B YIUYHBEINA (POHAPh, OTYET0 METANIMUYECKHUH CTONI0 pa30uics o BUTPHHY Mara3uHa.

[Topn meiicTBueM afpeHanuHa "aBaTap" ToMa mepeMecTusnCcs, YKPHIBIINChH 3a MaIllMHOM, CTOSIBIIIEH B
HECKOJIbBKHX MeTpax OT Hero.

V3 MaIIKHEL BHIIET MyK4YKWHA a3MaTCKOr0 IPOUCX0KAEHUS C KPYIIHBIMU TaTyUPOBKaMH, fepKach 3a
XKuBOT. Y ToMa OBITT CKPBITHIHM 0630p, U, XOTS 3TO OBLIO MEJIbKOM, OH YBUJIEJI, YTO TaM 3aCTPSI
OCKOJIOK CTeKJIa.

9TO I1JI0X0. 3HAYUT, YeI0BeK OBlI B OTUATHUU.

Ha mpyro# cTopoHe ynuibl Hayajiach JaBKa, TIOOU MBITATUCH MPOTUCHYTHCST CKBO3b Y3KUE YIOYKHU IO
o0e croponsl. ToM ¢ yKacoM HaOnmofan, Kak MajieHbKasi IeBOoYKa yIiaja, ¥ y Hero 3abypuaso B
JKUBOTE, KOTJIa OH YBHUEJN, YTO ee MaTh YBIIeKIIa 3a co60ii Tonma. K cuacThio, HUKTO, TOX0XKe, HE
PYXHYJI Ha 3eMJIIO B JaBKe, HO IEBOYKA.....

[TpecTymHUK C TaTyHPOBKAMH IIIeJI, BEPHEE, XpoMaJl K Hell.

Tom IMO4YYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK KOHTPOJIb Hall HUM ocnabeBaeT, ¥ CHOBa o6pen CIIOCOOHOCTD OBUT'aTbCA.

B 10 Xke BpeMs B €ro rojioBe pa3gajcs rojoc.



"YMepeTh 30ech - 3HAUUT YMEPEeTh B PEATIbHOM MUpE", - XOJIOOHO TPOU3HeC GOPOIATHIi CTapUK.

Pyku Toma cHOBa 3afpozKajiy, HO OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO B HUX IOSIBUJIACh [OTIOJTHUTEIbHAS TSIkKeCThb. B ero
PyKe OBITIO 3a3KaTO CTapoe PyXKbe ero fefia, pPeIMKBUS, KOTOPOii OBIJI0, HABEPHOE, CTO YEPTOBHIX JIET.

Buumanue! 3TOT nepeBom, BO3MOXKHO, €ITé He TOTOB.

Ero craTyc: nepeBop pegakTUpyeTcs
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