9 myTemrecTBoBaj BMecTe ¢ PerHpucoM, JIeHOH U ee JeTbMHU OKOJIO Hefle/lu, U O0JIblile He MOT
CIepXKHUBATh JTIOOOMLITCTRA.

Ho, Tak Kak s He XOTeJl CIpallliBaTh Mepef OeThMH, TO XKal HaCTYIJIEHUSI HOUM, KOTHa OHU 3aCHYT.
"9u, Jlena?" OHa mocMoOTpesa Ha Kpail TOJIKHU.

"Xm?" OHa HaKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY.

"He Bo3paxaeb, eCiy S 3agaM JTMYHBIN BOIIPoC?"

... 9... Koreuno? [lymaro, 3T0 He cTpalHo." OHa moxaja IjieyaMy U XKeCTOM IIpPUrjaacusia MeHs
IOMHSATHCS Ha OOPT.

¢ mogHS rooBy M3 BOABL U MOJIOKHUII €€ Ha Kpau.

Jlena nmepe6panack Kk PeHpucy u cena psamoMm ¢ HuM. [ToToM oHa 06710KOTHIIACh HA HETO, HaTsAHYIa
ofesyio Ha HOTY U HayaJjla CMOTPeTh Ha MeHs. OeHpUC OTKPHLI OAMH Ij1a3, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha
MeHs, KaK OH Jeflajl KaXObli pa3, Koraa s Ol psifnoM ¢ JIeHOU U IeThbMHU.

*3esuyn* "[laBaii cBoU Bompoc, 3Mei." Cka3an PeHprC yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI. f KUBHYII T'OJIOBOU
¥ Ha4das TOBOPUTL.

"MHe 1IpoCTO M00O0MIHITHO." *®EIpKHYT* OeHPUC IIPpepBal MeHs.
"IIpomonzkau." f ornsiHysCS Ha 3Beps, HO, TEM He MeHee, IONYUHUIICH.
"T'me TBO#M Myk?" Mo BOITPOC CMYTHIT 060UX.

"TIpoctu?" Cupocuna JleHa ¢ HAKJIOHOM T'OJIOBEL.

*Prryanue* "UTo TH HampaluuBaelibcs, 3Men!" 3apbryan GeHpuc

"Kak s u cka3an. MHe uHTepecHO, rae oTel?" ®eHpHC OTTONKHYI JIeHy oT cebsi, 3aTeM BCTal U
Ha[IBUHYJICS Ha MEHS.

"4 3mecy, HeBeXKeCTBeHHBIN 4epBsK!" OH NPUABUHYJICA TakK, YTO [IOYTU KacasiCcid MeHs HOCOM, HO S He
COBUHYJICS HU Ha MUJIIMMETP, TaK KaK COCPEOOTOYHUIICS Ha ero CIIOBax.

"Tlomoxxkpau... Twr oTerr!?"

"KoHeuHo, s1! KTo elle Mor OBITH OTILIOM II0JTy-Bapra, KpoMme Bapra!?" ¢ mocMoTpes Ha HEero B IOJTHOM
3aMeIlaTelbCTBe.

"Ho... Ho... Kak!?" 3Bepb ©Men HaTrI0CTh yIHIOATLCS MHE.
"Hy, Korma Mama ¥ Ialia Bapru, 04eHb JII00ST OApyrT apyra~" 4 GBICTPO IIpepBar ero.

"MHe He UHTepecHa KoOHKpeTuka, Octosomn!" {1 cOBUHYI IoJIOBY BOKPYT HEro, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha
Jleny.

(TT.mm. TyT urpa cioB, aHri. Mutt - MoXKHO ITepeBecTH KaK OCTOJION WM KaK MenKast co0akKa)

"Moxe1rs 00bsiCHUTE MHE?" OHa B3[I0XHYJIa, HO BCE 3Ke pellniia CKa3aTh MHE.



"Kak pgpywun, 4... yHUKasbHa."

"Kak aT0"

*B3pox* "UTO TH 3HaelIb 0 y3ax APyumoB?" f mokadas rojoBOM.
"He muoro."

"Hy, Korma Apyun co30aéT CBsA3b C KUBOTHBIM. OH IpruoOpeTaeT HEKOTOPhIE YePTHl AKUBOTHOTO, U
JKVMBOTHOE B3aMeH II0Jy4aeT ero." {1 KuBHyIl.

"ITormMaro, moka 4to. [Ipomonxkait"
"BoT Tak ctopnpus..." [Ipo6opmoTan ®eHpuc, 3a 4TO U MOIYYU LITIENOK CO CTOPOHE! JIEHH!.

"B nmr060M cirydae, 4eM [OJIbLIE AJIUTCS CBSI3b, TEM CUJIbHEE CTAHOBUTCS, TIOKA... B KOHEYHOM CYETE...
He ucye3aeT BO3MOXKHOCTh pa3fenenud. [log sTuM s mogpa3yMeBalo, YTO OHM MOTYT U3MEHSITh CBOU
(GbOpMEL... B TeUEHHE KPaTKOro eprofa BpeMeHH, 110 KpaiiHel Mepe." {1 Me[IeHHO KUBHYII,
IIOKa3bIBasi, YTO IOHUMAIO.

"Tak THI MOXKeIlb IPEBPATUTHLCS B BOJIKA, a OH B 3nb(da?" OHa KUBHYIIA.

"ITa. XOTs pa3HUIla OCTAETCS."

"Kak Hampumep?"

"l He Mory “30aBUTHCS OT YIIEW U XBOCTa, @ OHa He MOXKET CTaTh 00Jbllle, YeM IIeHOK Bapra."
*B3pox* OHa NPUKPHIIA U0 Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYHL,.

"Ha, Tak."

"4... norumar." KusHyi.

"TTo3BosI0 TEOE HEMHOT'O TIOCHATh.... Criacu00, YTO OTBETUIX Ha MOH Bompoc." $1 cjerka CKJIOHUII
TOJIOBY ¥ OTILJIBLI OT JIOOKH.

"Pasgpaxatommuii yepBsk." 4 ycnsian 6opMmotanue ®eHprca. [109TOMy, TEPENIbI K APYTOH
CTOPOHE JIOAKH 1, He CIIellla MMOJHSIBIINCh Ha 00PT, yIapuil TOJI0BOM B €T0 CTOPOHY. Yiap cOui ero B
BOZIy 4 3apaboTaj MHE CBUDPENHIN B3TJIAM OT JIEHEL.

"Uto, pa3Be g pa3apaxalomuii?" OHa MoKadasa I'ojioBOi U clierka yas0HYIach MHE.

"[la, moJyiara, OH 3TO 3aC/IyXKHUJlL... XOTs, IOCTapauTeCch He JejaTh TaK CHOBA. XOJIOMHBIN ¥ MOKPHIU
OH He roguTcs MHe."

"Tloyaraio, OH AyMaeT II0 Apyromy..." { yCiblina, Kak CKPUIIUT iepeBo Kopaliis, ¥, TOCMOTPEB Ha
JleHy, yBUZEN, KaK OHa Ha MEHS CMOTPHUT.

"W3BpameHHb 3Mel!" OHa 3aKpryana, IOTOM TOIIHYJIA O AEPEBIHHYIO NOCKY U yaapuia MeHs 110
HOCY.

*TlocMeuBaeTcs* f1 cnes ¢ JI0OKY, IepeIIbll Ha OAPYTyio CTOPoHY u nogdpocun ®enpuca o6paTHO Ha
KopaObiib.



"UépToBa 3MeroKa!" f He cMOTpeI, HO YCBIIIAI CIeAyolIre cioBa JIeHE, pexX/e YeM IOTPY3UIICs B
BOLY.

"He mopxoau crofa, MOKa He BHICOXHEIb... TH ITaXHelllb, KaK MOKpas IIcuHa."

"Ho JleHa~" 4 cnwimarn, kak ®eHpuc cKynui...d 4eCcTHO He MOT cliepkKaTh YIBIOKY, TOSBUBIIYIOCS Ha
MOEM JIUIE.

Ha cnepyioiee yTpo MBI IPOMOIKHUIN CBOE ITyTeIlecTBre. [IepeKycus, II0Ka OHU CIIaid, s OB TOTOB
OTIIPABNIATLCS B 1000 BpeMsi, I09TOMY MBI Hadajlu OBUTAThCS CPa3y, KaK HeTH MPOCHYIIUCE.

U Bce muio xoporuo... [Toka s He yCbIIar.

"T'me To1, YepBsak!?" d mogusn Kopabib Ha CIUHY, ¥ OBICTPO MOTLIBLI B TPOTHBOIIOIOXKHOM
HalpaBJIeHUH.

*Kpuku!* [Taccaxupsl Kopabys 4yTh He IONafgaau B BOAY U3-3a MOUX PE3KUX IEeHCTBUI.

"Kakoro yepra TH TBOpHUIIL, 3Mei!?" YOemguBLUIUCh, YTO JIOAKA HE yIafeT, s O6POCHI OBICTPHIHM BTSN
Has3af... M Korga HU4Yero He yBUOeEN, 3aMeJIUIIcS U cOpocust Kopabmb 06paTHO B BOMY.

*Bagox* {1 mopHsn rina3a u yBupen ®enuca, JIeHy U geTeil, yCTaBUBIIUXCS Ha MEHS.

"f ycnpiman npubnuxenue Jlesuadana." I'maza ®eHpuca u JIeHB pacIIPUIUCh, HO I€TH, Ka3aJioCh,
pacTepsSHHBIMU.

"ME&i... MuI cbexanu?" IIpourenTana JleHa, a ®eHpuc Havan O6poguTh 1Mo Kopabiiio, IOTIIsIObIBas B
HallpaBJIEHUM, OTKYy[a MBI IIJIBIJIH.

"Tlomarato, ma" 4 kuBHYNI. X0Th JIeHa BCE €llI€ BRITTISIAEIa HEBEPOSITHO TPEBOXKHOM, a PeHpuc
npoponkan 6ponuTs o Kopabmo. OHU, Ka3ai0Ch, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJIKCH.

"9710... ITO X0pomo." OHa OMyCTUIACh Ha KOJIEHU U BTSIHYJIA HeTel B 00bSATHS.
"Mama?" Xanu 3a0eCIOKOUacs.

"Mawm, uTo ciayunnock?" [Ipokpudan ConoH. OHa ynbIOHYIaCh 3TUM JBOUM.
"Huduero, Hu4ero..." OHa cXkalla UX Kpemye.

E€ Bup BMecTe ¢ HUMHU BHI3BAJI CUIIbHYIO 00J1b B MOeii rpyau. A o6pa3 Caphl HalOXKHUJICS Ha HEE B
MOeM BOOOpazKeHUH.

"Capa...." [Ipu MEBICTIe O HEX BOJIHYIOIIEWCS 3a HAIMX AeTel, Kak JleHa... 3aCTaBUIIO YTO-TO IIENKHYTh
B T'OJIOBE.

"OHa xo4eT HaBpeduTk.... Cape..." X0Th MOru4ecKu g U 3Hal, 4To JleHa He Capa... Ho He Mor
OCTaHOBUTB OTOHB, KOTOPHIM Hada OylIieBaTh BHYTPH.

"OHa xoueT 3a0paTh ee y HuX...." K aTOMy MOMeHTY... JleHa Gosblile He CyIeCTBOBasia B MOEM
CO3HaHMH, Tak Kak e€ 00pa3 IOJIHOCThI0 3aMeHmIa Capa 1 BMeCTe C BU3TOM IIIHH.



"Vouts... E€!" T'onoc Caphl 9X0M pa3fazcs B MOEH T'OJIOBe.

"®enpuc!" OH MOOIIEN K Kpaio Kopals.

"Jero Tebe, 3mMen?"

"Ecnu JleBuadaH cHOBa MpUONMU3UTCSA K HaM... THl IOMOXKeIh MHe YOuTh e€?" OH yIeIOHYIICS MHE.

"KoneuHno."

Bombie Mul He BUpenu JleBuadaHa B TOT JeHb, U ClieyIolle HECKOJIBKO HelesIb IIPOIIIO B
MT'HOBEHME OKa. MBI IyTeuIeCTBOBAJIM 110 OKEaHy B IIOMCKAaX I'MTaHTa, HO, HECMOTPS Ha BCE YCHUIIHS,
HaM eIle TOJIbKO MPEeCTOSII0 HAalTH ero.

3a 9TO BpeMs SPOCTh BHYTPU MEHS IIPOMOJIzKasa pacTu. Kak Obl 4acTo s He y0expaan cebsi, 4To eé
3[leCh HET... YTO 3TO OblJIa He OHA... POCTh BO3Bpalagach pa3 3a pa3oM.

Jlena u Xanu IMIOYYBCTBOBAJIX, 9YTO CO MHOH 4TO-TO He TakK, HO Ka)KJIBIfI pa3, KOorga OHHU CIIPpalllMBalIu, 5
IIPOCTO OTMAXMWBAJICA OT HHUX. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, YTO 5 MOTYy CKa3aTh?

"¢l Bce BpeMs IPOKpPy4YMBal0 CMEPTh KEHHI ¥ 3aMeHs10 Te0s Ha Hee." OHU MOCYUTAIOT MEHS
cymacuenmuMm... Tem He MeHee, Ha JaHHBIM MOMEHT, 1 U CaM He YBePeH IOJIHOCThIO

4 cTan ecTh Yalle, YyTOOHLI TIOMOYb ce0e BEIMECTUTh T'HEB. XOTS, OyMalo, BUJ KPOBHU IIOMOTal OoJibIle B
YCIIOKOEHHNHN 6OJ'II>H.Ie, 9eM ela.

"Voeu!" Ho 3T0 ToXKe He cumbHO moMorano. ['onoc Capsl Ipogosizkaj 9X0M 3BydaTh B MO€EU T'OJIOBE, a
€€ CMepThb [I0BTOPSJIaCh CHOBA U CHOBA B MOUX CHaX.

U paxe HEeCMOTP4A Ha TO, 9TO OBIII0 HECKOJIBKO BAPHUAHTOB, BCE BCerjla 3aKaHYMBaJIOCh OMHAKOBO.

4 6b11 B c;1aboM YeroBe4eckKoM Tejle, OHA CTOsI/Ia TOCPeau 0KUBIEHHOHN JOPOTH, Kpryasa, YTOOk s
moMor ei... U st Bcerpa Tepmen Heymauy.

HeBaxkHO0, KaK s CTApasIcs, WX Kak OBICTPO g 6exail... S Bcerga oma3fbIBa, cracta eé. U aTo
II0BEpPrajio MeHs B Oe3ymue!

*B3mox* "Hapmeock, 3TO CKOPO 3aKOHUMUTCS... MHaye S cfenan 4To-To, 0 YEM IoxkKasnerw."
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