JIakc He cpa3y MOKUHYJ UMIIepuio BaxaH.

[ToKHHYB CTONUIY, OH pa30uy 1arepb Ha MeCcTe BCTPEUYH, 0 KOTOPOU moroBopuics ¢ Kaem u Kuuowm,
Ha CJIy4dal, eCIi OHU pa3iydaTcs OPYT C APYTOM.

K cyacThio, ONTo XKOaTh He IPUIIIOCH, TaK KaK Yepes Yac I0CJie HHITUAEHTa OHU MPUOBITH Ha MECTO
BCTpPEYH.

-Xaxaxa! Bupmen OvI TH 9TO, MMarnoyka! - cka3ana Kast ¢ caMOIOBOILHEIM BhIPazKeHUEM JNHIIa. - [Tocre
TOTO KaK THI yIlIeJI, TPUOBIT UMIIEPATOP U HaKa3all JBOPSH, BUHOBHLIX B IIOITACOBKE PE3yJIbTAaTOB
TBOEr0 UCIIBITaHMs. Ha MeCcTo mpoucIIecTBUS TaKkKe MPUOLIIM HECKOJIBKO IPYTUX PAHKEPOB, U BCe UX
BBICIIIME LIeTUTENTN OBUIM 3aHSTHI TEM, YTO MIPUMEJIbIBAIA OTPe3aHHbIe KOHEYHOCTH 3TUM YOIIIOIKaM.
KTo Ta cepebpucToBOIOCas KpacaBulia, KOTopas 3alruinaina Te6s panbine? OHa He BHITISIAT
3HAaKOMOM, HO MHe KaXeTCs, YTO OHa MHe 3HaKoMa. Y MeHs TaKOoe 4yBCTBO, 4YTO 5 ee yXKe IAe-TOo
BCTpedall, TOIbKO He MOTY BCIIOMHUTH TI'fI€.

Jlakc mocMoTpesn Ha Ka0aHUXy, KOTOpas IIjla PSAOM C HUM, U HEIIPUHYKAEHHO paccKasan ey 0
JIMYHOCTY [EBYIIKY, KOTOPas MOSBUJIACh, YTOOHI CIIAaCTH €TO0.

-9T10 Mos1 6aby1Ika, - oTBeTUN JIaKC.

-Xaxaxa! OrnuyHas mwyTka! 4 4yTh He Kynuics Ha Hee.

-A BOT 4 He IIy4y.

Kas paccmesinach 1 cHOBa ImpourHopuposasa oTeeT Jlakcy. Kak cepe6pucToBoocast KpacaBuIla,
cracmasi JIakca, Morja oka3aThcs ero 6abymkoi? KabaHrxa He MOTia IOBEPUTD, YTO [EBYIIKa,
KOTOpasi MOTJla COMTH 3a CTapIlyio cecTpy Anuckl, Ovita 6a0ymkoi Jlakca.

KuH, cuneBmnii Ha Bapre, KOTOPBIM TOXKe eXall psigoM ¢ JIakcoM, 3afall BOIIpocC.

-Kyma TeI coOupaeIbcst OTIPaBUThCS? - cripocui KuH. - Tel coOupaenibcss BEPHYTHCS Ha TEPPUTOPHUIO
BOEHHOr0 TakTa KcunHap?

JIakc mmoxauas TOJI0BOM.

-Hert. 41 man obGeranue paHee, IO3TOMY CHa4asla [MOIKeH BBHIITOIHUTEL ero. CHavasa 5 OTIPaBIIOCh B
ropor BpyksecT.

-T'opox BpykBecT? {1 CMyTHO ITOMHIO, YTO ITPOXOAUIT MUMO 3TOTO MECTA... - Kasg HaxMypuiacs,
IIBITAsICh BCIOMHUTD, ITle HaXOOUTCS ropor bpykBecr.



-9T0 MeCTO, Tie HaXOOUTCS TOPUIITONONO0HbIH rubaMacTep I'unbauy ABaHTIOPHUCTOB, -
IpoKOMMeHTHpoBas KuH. - Eciii s mpaBUIbHO IIOMHIO, OH CKa3aJl, YTO Yepe3 Hemeslio XKeHUTCS Ha
ropusonono0Hoit [Juane. A. OH TakXe YIIOMSHYJI, UTO, TaK KaK MBI TBOH [PY3bsl, MBI [TOTKHBI
IIPUTIacUTh Tebs Ha ux cBagbOy. [MabAMacTep HACTOSIT Ha TOM, YTOOHI TH CTaJl €To InadepoM 3a To,
YTO CHeslaa 3TOT OpakK BO3MOXKHBIM.

Jlakc 4yTh He yIaj COo COuHH [IKefa, ycabiaB cioBa Kuna. OH He 0XKHUall, YTO MOMBITKA
runbaMacTepa Kobu mpeamoxuTh [[rnaHe BRIUTH 3aMYK OKaXKETCs YCIIEeIITHOH.

"Tloxoxe, 3¢deKT 1BeTKa OKa3ajcs CUIbHEE, UeM 5 0Xupgan", - mogyMmain JIakC CO CJTI0KHBIM
BBIpaxKeHueM juila. YTo KacaeTcs TOro, 4ToOwl cTaTh Imadepom Kobu Ha ero cBamb0e, eMy IPUOETCS
OTKa3aThCH.

Y Hero He 6bUJI0 MHOTO CBOOOOHOTO BpeMeHH. [1onyanbd X0Ten NUilh HaBECTUTh NEBOYKY U ee MaMy
Jlunuio, a Tak¥Ke BHIIOJIHUTL IPockOy BarpoBoro peiaps.

[TyTh mo ropoma BpyKBecCT 3aHsI Yy HUX YeTHIpe OHS, ¥ [0 Ha3HaYeHHOro JIakCoM CpoKa 0CTaBajIoCh
BCETO MBa OHA.

Tak Kak BpeMeHU y Hero OblI0 B 00pe3, OH cpa3y XKe OTIIPaBUJICS Ha BCTpeuy ¢ barpoBhIM phillapeM,
yeM HeMaso youBui Kaio u Kuna. OHu yXe ouTH NpuHSIU 60€BYI0 CTOMKY IIPOTUB II0JIeBOT0 6occa
4-ro paHra, HO JIakC OCTaHOBHUIT UX, IPeXKMEe YeM BO3HUKIIO HEOIIOHUMAaHUE.

-Hapens aT0, - ckazan Jlakc, nporsarusas barposomy Pritiapto cBoro Macky Tricauu Jluil. - He 3Hato,
cpaboTaeT i1 OHa Ha Tebe, HO C TIOMOII[LIO 9TOM MaCKH ThHl CMOXKeIllb ITPeBpaIlaThCs B ce0s
npexHero. Thl omXKeH yOeIuTh CBOI0 CEMBIO IOBEPUTHCSI MHE, YTOORI ST MOT OTBE3TH UX B Ge30ImacHoe
MECTO, T7le Ha HUX He HalafAyT Te, KTO BeIOpan Te0sl B KaueCTBe MUIIEHH.

BarpoBriil prIlaph C MUHYTY CMOTPENT HAa MacKy B pyKe MoJyasnbgda, Mpexkye YeM B3SITh ee.

-Tel TOMHHUIIIb, KAK BHITJISAEN B IPOIIIOM? - CIIpocun Jlakc.

HocuTtemio Macku OBIJI0O OYEHb BaXKHO IePKaTh B TOJI0OBe 06pa3, B KOTOPHIA OH XOTEJI IPEeBPATUTHCS,
yTOOBI OH OBIT 3aperucTpupoBaH B Macke Tricsuu JIut.

-XoTs1 s MHOTO€E 3a05IT, 51 BCe ellle TIOMHIO CBOE JINII0, KOTfla ObII KUB, - OTBETUI BarpoBLIi PHIIADS.

-Xopotmo. - JIakc KuBHYIIL. - Teneps npeacTaBb cebe 3TOT 06pa3 u HafeHb MacKy. f He 3Hal0, paboTaeT
7K OHAa C MOHCTPAMHU-HEXKHUTHIO, HO ITOMPOO0BATEH He IIOMEeIIaeT.

[TpouHCTPYKTUPOBaB Phillaps, OH Hafena MacKy Ha IIJIeM.



ITo mpaBpe roBopsi, y Jlakca Obin ntaH b Ha ciydaii, ecnu mwiaH A He cpaboraet. OfHAKO [J1s 9TOTO
HY2KHO OBIITO 3aCTaBUTh JIMJIHMIO TOBEPHUTH, YTO PHIIIAPD - 3TO HE KTO MHOM, KaK €€ MOTePSHHBIN MYyX,
KOTOPOT'0 OHA He BULeJIa yXKe IBa rofa.

[Tpo1io HeCKOIBKO MUHYT, HO HUUEro He IIPOX30III0. Prillaph He U3MEHHUII CBOET0 00JIMKa, KakK 9TO
IIPOU30IIJIO ¥ C HUM, KOT[la OH PEIINJI IePEBOIIOTUTHCS B (POPMY CBOEM MPOIIION KU3HU, YTOOHI
NIPUHATH yyacTue B TypHUpe "JIbBUHOE cephue”.

"HaBepHoe, OHa IeXCTBYET TOJIBKO Ha XKMBHIX CyllecTB", - momyMa JIakc.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTf1a OH yKe cobupascst 3abpaTh MacKy, MPOU30III0 HeYTO HeoXumgaHHoe. Teyo
Prittapst cma6o 3acBETUIOCH, 3aTEM €ro0 IBeT U3MEeHHIICS Ha cepeOpUCThI. MTHOBEHME CITYCTS IIIeM
1cyYes, a Ha ero MecTe MOSIBIIACh YejioBeYecKas I'oJIoBa.

Hepen JIaKCOM IIOSIBUJICS YETIOBEK C KOPOTKHMH CBETJIBIMHU BOJIOCAMHU U FOJIY6BIMI/I rnasamMu. XoTs
eMy OBLIO HENPUATHO 3TO IIPU3HABAThE, HO CTOSIIINI Iiepen HUM 4YeJIOBEK OBLTT JTUIITE HEMHOTO MeHee
KpacCus, 4eM OH CaM.

-XM, BeCcbMa HpI/ICKOp6HO, YTO ThEI CIMIIKOM CTap XU y2Ke MEePTB, - CKa3alla Kas, rnsigs Ha CTOSIIEro
rnepen Heu KPaCHUBOT'O PHILAPA. - Ecmu Obl THI OBIT 2KKMB ¥ Ha HECKOJILKO JIET MOJIOXKE, s OBI IIpUuriaacCuil
Tebs BCTYIIUTEL B HI/Il"y BBEIJAIOIINXCS O2KEHTJIbBMEHOB.

Jlakc u Kun IIOCMOTPEJIX Ha Hee, KOTOPasA OTKPOBEHHO IIAJINIIaCh Ha PEILIAPSA B 6J'IeCTHH_II/IX JOCIIeXaX.

-Hy Kax... I0JIy4Yunocs? - CIpOCHUI CBETIOBOJIOCHIM MyKYKHA.

-Ila, - otBeTun Jlakc. - [TocMoTpu cam.

JIakc BbI3BaJI 3epKaJio, 03BOJIsAs PHllapio B3TISIHYTh Ha BpeMEHHYI0 000JI04KYy, KOTOPYIO OH
UCI0JIb30Bal. ET0 pyKM MOOHSIIKMCH U CJIeTKa KOCHYJIUCH JIWIIA, HO OH HUYETO He MOYYBCTBOBA. JTO
OBLIO TOHSITHO, Be[lb OH OB y2Ke MEPTB.

Tem He MeHee, OH OBLI OYEHB Pafl, UYTO Y HEro MOSIBIIACh BO3MOXKHOCTh CHOBA IIOTOBOPUTH C
O/TM3KUMHU JIIOObMU II0CTIE ABYXJIETHEN PA3IyKHU.

-4l He cmpalIMBaJl TBOETO UMEHHM, HO, IyMal, ceiiyac caMoe BpeMsi CIIPOCHUTb, - 3asiBuII JIakc. - ThI
MOXKeIIb Ha3BaTh CBOE UMS?

CBeTIIOBOJIOCHIM My2KUKMHAa IIepeBesl B3TJIA[ C 3epKasla Ha Monyasibda, KOTOPHIH C YIEIOKON CMOTPEN
Ha Hero.

Korpa oH BIIepBEIE YBUAEN MOJIOOOT0 HEKPOMAHTA, TO PeIIny pUCKHYTh. OH moobernan JIakcy, 94To



OymeT CIyXWUTb €My, eCT TOT OKaXKeT eMy yciyry. OOHAKO OH He 0XKHUall, YTO PhIZKEBOIOCHIH
TIOOPOCTOK BOCIIOIb3YETCS 9TUM CIIOCOO0M, YTOORI BOIIJIOTUTD €T0 JKeJaHue B XKU3Hb.

-BemuBep. Tak MeHst 3Banu, Koraa s OBIT ellle XKUB, - OTBETHI begusep.

JIakC KUBHYIIL.

-Hy uto X, cap bengusep. ITolineM. Y MeHs 0CcTanoch Majo BpeMeHH, U 5 OblT OBl IpH3HATENEeH, eCIu
OBl MBI ITOCTIEIININ BEIIIOIHUTE TBOIO IPOCkOy. Bece, 4yTo Tebe HYXKHO chenaTh, 3TO...

Yepes yac Jlakc, beguBep, Kas u Kun npulsiy B MaJleHbKYIO XUKUHY Ha OKpauHe ropoga bpyksecT.

Korma oHu mOOoIInu K XUKUHE, TO YBUIEIIN BOAJIEKE Xa171111/1 u JInnnio, YuTaloImx KHUTY.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO y phillaps 60sbiie He OBIJIO CepAlla, @ BMECTO Hero 010 Ampo 3Beps, OH
YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO Y HET'O OOIUT TPyab. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO ero 4ejoBedyeckas GpopMa BIHsIIa Ha 9MOIUH,
HO OH He MOT He YyBCTBOBATh OMHOBPEMEHHO I'PYCTh U CYACThE OT TOT'O, YTO y HETO IOSIBUIACh
BO3MOKHOCTh CHOBA IIOTOBOPUTD C OJTM3KUMH.

CnoBHO ITOYYBCTBOBAaB, YTO OHU O0JIbIlle HE OfHHU, JIunus mepesesa B3risn B cTopoHy Jlakca. Korma
ee B3TJISII OCTAHOBUIICS Ha YeJIoBEeKe B CepeOPSHBIX AOCIIeXax, CTOSBIIEM PSAIOM C IONIy31bPoM, OHa
BBIPOHMJIA KHUTY U3 PYK U TyT ke Opocuiack 6exKaTs.

-bepuBep! - KpukHyna JIunus, U cies3sl MOTEKIIU 110 ee Ta3aM.

Xauinu, yBULEBILIAs CBOETO Ially CIIyCTS CTOJILKO BpeMeHHU, Toxke 3akpuyana "[lama!" u mobexana K
HeMy, IjIayva.

Jlakc, Kast v KuH He cTai BMEIIMBaTLCS B CEMEHHOe BOCCOeNMHEeHNEe U ITPOCTO HaOIIomany 3a
IIPOXCXOOSAIINM CO CTOPOHHI.

KabaHuxa ToxKe Havasla IjaKaTh, U CJIe3bl TEKJIHU 110 eé Mopae. Kas ouyeHb m06uiIa CHaCTIUBHIE
KOHIIOBKH, ¥ OT OTHOT'O B3TJIsila Ha CYACT/IMBYIO0 CEMBbIO Ilepe[l Hell Y Hee 3allleMUIIO CEpAIIe.

-ByByByBYy! KTO 3TH yOII0IKH, KOTOPEIE PEXKYT JIYK BO3JIe MOUX Iy1a3? - cpocuia Kas. - OTorgute ot
MeHS, 4epT BO3bMU!

He Tonbko Kasi ucnbiTeIBaa SMOLIMY, IO Ha CYACTIIUBYIO ClieHy Iepeq Hel. [Jaxe Jlakc, KOTOPBIU
OpraHu30BaJ 3TOT KPaTKKAl MOMEHT CYaCThs [JIsl CEMbH, IIOUYBCTBOBaJI 00Jb B CepAlle.

BenuBep OBLI y2Ke MePTB, U BCe JKe OH CHejal BCe BO3MOXKHOE, UTOOH B ITOCIIEIHUN Pa3 BCTPETUTHCS



CO CBOeH ceMbeli. Bo3M0XKHO, IMEHHO 3Ta CHJjia BOJIM He 1M03BOJIMIa ACMOIEI0 IIPpUPYYUTH €TI0, KOTr'da
OHU IIBITAJIUCh IIOJYUHUTE €TI0 IIOYTH IBE HENEIJIN Ha3a[.

Bynyum HekpoMaHTOM, JIaKC BriepBBle CTONKHYJICS C TAaKOUW CHUJIBHOU OYILIOM, He XKeallel IOKUAaTh
cMepTHOe napcTBo. OueBUOHO, BenuBep Bce elle CoOXpaHs IPUBI3aHHOCTb K MUPY JKUBHIX, U €T0
Oylla He XKejlana yXOOUTh.

OTO0 MO3BONIMIIO MY IIPEBPATUTHCS B barpoBoro Priapsi, 4TOOH 3aKPENUTHCS HA CMEPTHOM IIJIaHe,
HO OH y2Ke OBl 6JIM30K K CBOEMY TIPEfieny.

Te, kTo yOun bemuBepa, mocnanu miomel yOuTs 1 ero ceMbio. Ho Prilaph pa3 3a pa3oM paspylian ux
TI7IaHbl, YOUBas BCeX HA@MHUKOB, ITOKYIIABIINXCS Ha XKU3Hb €I'0 CEMBH.

K coxkaneHnuio, co BpeMeHeM OH Hayasl TEPSATh MaMsATh. benuBep 60sIICS, YTO KOTHA HACTYIIUT
MOMEHT, KOTZla BCE €r0 BOCIOMUHAHUS O IBYX CaMBIX BaKHHBIX JIIOOSX B €70 KU3HU UCUE3HYT, OH yXKe
He CMOXKEeT 3allUTUTh WX, KOTMla IIOAUMHEHHEIE IBOPSH, YOUBIINX €T0, IPUAYT B ropon BpyksecT Ha
UX TIOUCKH.

[TosTomy, yBumes Jlakca, Priilaps moo6elai, YTo TOTOB CTaTh €0 CITYTOM, eCIM TOT OKaXkeT eMy
YCIIyTy.

Y Bce 9TO pagu ABYX JIofed, KOTOPEIMU OH IOPOXKUJI BCEM CEPJilleM fiaxKe II0CJie TOro, KaK UCITYCTHUI
IyX.
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