Bce nmpucyTcTByOIIKe B 3ajie 3aTauB AbIXaHUe CIIefUIX 3a TeM, Kak "Korote gpakoHa" Jlakca
paccekaeT OyTHIIKY B BO3OYXE.

HwmnepaTop AHppeac u ApoH, HabogaBIIre 3a UCIETaHueM ¢ VIP-MecTa, TakXke He 0XKUIaIn
TAKOT'0 HEOXMIAHHOI'0 TIOBOPOTA COOBITH.

"Kak ¥ 0Xuganoce, OH He U3 IPOCTHIX", - TogyMa uMnepatop Asaapeac. - "2Kaib, 4TO BCe
Oecmone3Ho."

CJI0BHO B IOATBEPXKOEHNE €T0 MEICTIEH, OYThIIKA, OIy4MBIIas MOLIIHYIO aTaKy Jlakca, He pa3buiacs,
a JIWIIb C TYJKUM CTYKOM yTiaja Ha IMoJl.

PaHkep, BUEBIINH BCe IPOUCXOMsIIeEe, TYT Ke HaHeC yaap B CTOPOHY Jlakca, Iockias yoapHyIo
BOJIHY, OT KOTOPO¥ I0JTy3Jb¢ OTIIETEI Ha APYTYI0 CTOPOHY apeHHl. ECTeCTBEHHO, OH CepKaJCs, Tak
KaK eMy ObLJIO CTPOTO IIpPUKa3aHo He yOUBaTh MOJyabda, Haue OH PUCKYET, YTO BCS UX
ponocioBHast OyIeT cTepTa C JIulla 3eMJIH.

3putenu, HaOmogasmue 3a 60eM, OB COUTHL C TOJIKY HEOKUAaHHEIM II0BOPOTOM COOBITHN. OHU yXKe
oXKupany, 4yTo OyTHUIKa pa3o0beTcs 0T yoapoB Jlakca, HO 3TOr0 He IPOM30IIUIO0, YTO 3aCTaBUIIO UX
3ayMaThCs O IPUYUHAX CIIy4YUBIIETOCS.

-4 ucnomp30Ba CBOIO CIIOCOOHOCTD, YTOOHI IIOKPHITh OYTHITIKY CBOEM aypoll U He HaTh el pa3buThCs, -
cKa3asn PaHKkep, ¢ mpe3peHueM risas Ha JIakca. - Xopolas IOMBITKa, TapeHb, HO TH He MPOHIelb
3TO UCIILITAHUE TaK JIETKO.

KoneuHo, 310 OBlna HempaBga. X0Ts CyIIeCTBOBaIM PaHKEPHI, CIIOCOOHEIE ITepeiaBaTh CBOIO aypy
oTlpefieIeHHBIM IIpeaMeTaM, YTOOB YCUIUTh UX UM IPUAATh UM CHJTy, paHKep, CpazKaBIIUICS C
JIakcoM, Tako# CIoCOOHOCThIO He o0mamai.

Ero 3asiByIeHNe MOTJIO 3aCTaBUTh 3pUTEJIel OHATh, ToyeMy OyThIIKa He pa3buack. OgHAKO 3TO He
ITOHPABUJIOCH M.

-Byyyy! - Kast ocBuctana Paukepa. - Tel oOMaHIMK! Kakoi CMEICT B 9TOM UCIBITAHUY, €CITH ThI
leflaelllb YTO-TO ofo0Hoe!

KuH Toxke OBIJT pa3oyapoBaH U HayaJl OCBUCTHIBATD.

Bckope 13 3ay1a pasganucsk eie 6ojiee rPOMKHE KPUKH, HEKOTOPhIe U3 HUX JaXKe MPOKIIHHAIH
PaHKepa 3a ero 6ecCThIICTBO.

-Tet yxe PaHKep, a Bce ellle u3geBaelrbca Hag pedeHkoM?! Kak Tebe He CTHIIHO!



-Tsl u BripaBay Pankep? [ToueMy THI Tak HdajieKO 3aXOOUIlb, YTOOb 0OMaHBIBaTh? MeHS OT Tebs
TOHIIHUT!

-Te6st 30ByT MeiicoH, BepHO? B mpoIiioM st paBHSCS Ha Tebsi, HO Telepb MHE CTHIIHO HaXKe CUUTATh
Tebst 00pa3IioM aJis nmogpaxaHus. Thl 0OOMaHITHUK!

-O0MaHIIUK!

-O6MaHIHK!

-O6MaHIUK!

Tornma HEMCTOBCTBOBAJIA, CKaHAUPYS BCce BMecTe. OHU MPUIIIU IIOCMOTPETh Ha XOPOLIee 10y,
TI03TOMY HEy[OBJIETBOPUTEIbHOE BHICTYIIJIeHHe MelicOHa pa33agopuiio Ux. B CBA3U ¢ 9TUM BCe OHU
HavaJld BbIpaXkaTh CBOE HEIOBOJILCTBO, KpUYa M pyrasich Ha PaHKepa, KOTOPHIM KPENKO CXKUMaJ B
pyKax OyTHIIKY.

IBopsiHe, OTBeYaBIIe 3a MEPONPHUITHE, HAyaJld TAaHWKOBATh, TaK KAaK HE 3HAJIA O CIIOCOOHOCTSIX
Jlakca. Bce, UTO OHHU 3HAJH, - 9TO TO, YTO OH HEKPOMAHT, HO OHM TaKXKe He [0 KOHIAa U3YYHUIIH
CIIOCOOHOCTH €r0 MPU3BaHHAIX CYIIECTB.

-0, Boxe. UHTepeCcHO, KaK OHU 3TO IIPOBEPHYT? - IMnepaTop AHOpeac yCMeXHYJICS.

-Cap, He OyOeT i XOpoIlel uneei BMeNIaThCsa? - CIIPOCUI APOH.

HmnepaTop AHfpeac mokadas rojI0BOM.

-4 mputen cioga TaiHo, ApoH. f 3mech TONBKO [JIsT TOT0, YTOOH HAOII0HaTh M HUYEro He AefaTh. YTo
OBl HU CIIY4YMIIOCH, OCHOBHOM yIap HeI0BOJIbCTBA HAaCeJeHUs MIPUMYT Ha cebst HBOpSHE.

-Kakoit KpyTo# myTh, - TPOKOMMEHTUPOBa ApOH.

-OTO ¥ eCTh NONUTHKA. - UMmIepaTop AHOpeac moxar njaedaMu. - B mocnenHee BpeMs OHU
TI0JIb30BAJIMCh CIIUIIKOM OOJIbIION CBOOOMOM, 1 MHe HyXKHa BecKas IIpU4nHa, 4YTOOH HaKa3aTh UX. ITO
XOpoIlast BO3MOXKHOCTb CHIeJIaTh 3TO, M HACTaJIO BpeMs OJIst TOT0, YTOOH OHM OBIIM HaKa3aHbl. OOHAKO
y MeHs eCTh IIPeIuyBCTBUE, YTO C 9TOI'0 MOMEHTA BCe IOUIeT HallepPeKOCIK. ApOH, Ipociieiu, YTOOk
ONIyabd He yMep. f He X049y HauMHATh BOMHY [0 TOTO, KaK HalOy UCKOMBIU KJTIOY.

-TIlonsn, Baiie BennyecTBo. - APOH HOKIOHUIICH.



JIaKC BEHITUTIOHYJT ITOJIHBIA POT KPOBH U IOTHSJICS C 3eMJIH. JlaxKe IPH €ro KPEIKOM TeJI0CIIOKEHHUH,
aTaka PaHkepa Bce paBHO cjloMajia eMy Tpu peOpa ¥ moBpeausia HeKOTOPHE BHYTPEHHME OPTaHHL.

Meiicon 6w C-pankepoM. OH OBIT Tak Ke CHJieH, Kak 0abyinka Jlakca, Bepa. [laxe ecnu oH
CHepKUBAJICS, €T0 aTaka OblIa CIIMIIKOM MOIITHOH M7 AITOCTOJIOB, YTOOH IPUHSITH €€ Cpa3y.

Ecyu GBI TIOA TAKYIO aTaKy IOIaa OOBIYHEIN allOCTON A paHTa, OH MONTy4Yuy OBl erle OoJblie
TIOBPEXKIEHUH UM, B XYOIIEM CIIydae, yMep.

-BuHoBar, - ycMexHyncst MelcoH, ctaBs OyTHUIKY Ha 3eMJII0 U OTMaXUBasiCh OT OCBUCTHIBAHUS
3putesnel. - {1 He momKeH ObLT 3TOTO fefaTth. [JaBaTe monpobyeM elne pas, xoporo? Ha 3ToT pa3s s
ofe1ao, 4To He Oymy UCIIOIb30BATh CBOIO aypy [ 3aIIUTH OYTHIIKM OT aTak. Pa3 yXK s UCTIOPTHIT
HaCTPOEHUE, MOXKET, UCIIpaBuM 3T0? LlenuTemny, moxanyicTa, UCLETUTE HAIIETO BEIAAIOLUIETOCS
IpeTeHaeHTa. MBI MPOIOJIZKUM UCIIHITaHUE MTOCIe TOT0, KaK OH BOCCTAHOBUTHCS.

CBsILIEHHUKY TTOCIENTHO OPOCUINCH K JIaKCy U MIPUHSANINUCH 3aJleunBaTh ero paHbl. OHU OBUIH B
CTOBOpE C BHICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHEIMHU BEJIbMOXKaMU, OPTraHU30BaBIIKMY 3TO MEPONPUSTHE, U UM TaKkKe
3alIaTUJIM COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO CYMMY 3a TO, YTOOHEL OHU He oOpalljany BHUMaHUS Ha TpaBMH Jlakca.

OpnHako CUTyallus He IIO03BOJIAJId UM 3TOT'O COEJIaTh, IO3TOMY OHH BRIIIOJIHAIN CBOIO pa60Ty u
HCIIPaBHO JIEYUJIN nonyanbcba [0 TeX IIOop, IIOKa BCe ero TpaBMhbl HE BOCCTaAHOBUIINCE.

-Hy uTo X, Temeps, KOTa TH BOCCTAHOBUIICS, HAUHEM BTOPOU pPayHI, - CKa3al MeicoH. - Ha 3ToT pas
s He OyMy UCIIOJIb30BATh CBOM PYKH B 0010 C TOGOM. ITO JOCTATOUHOE HaKa3aHKe 3a TO, UTO S
obMaHyn Te0st paHbIlle, BEPHO?

Jlakc, KOTOPHIY y2Ke IOHSAJ, YTO MelCcoH pa3sirpal gapc, TpOMKO paccMmessnics. PaHee OH gymal, 4To
OyTBITIKA - 9TO 00BIYHAs OYTHUIKA, I03TOMY He IpHUAal el 3HaueHu .

OpHako 1ocie TOro, Kak eMy He YAanoch ee pa30uTh, OH UCII0JIb30BaJl CBOM HABHIK OIeHKU, KOTOPHIT
ObL1 IpuBsizaH K COOPHUKY INMU3UyMa, YTOOH OLIeHUTh OYTHIIKY. YBUIEHHOE OIMCaHNe IIPUBEJIO ero
B SIPOCTb.

-4To cmemrHoro? - crpocuil MelcoH. - TH AyMaelllb, YTO CpaXkaThcs 0e3 pyK HemocTaToyHo? Kak
Hac4eT TOT0, YTOOBI CpazKaThCs C TOOOM TOJIBKO Ha ogHOM Hore? Kak HacueT 3TOro?

JIakc ¢ IIpe3peHrneM IMOCMOTPEII Ha PaHKEPA, YKAa3bIBasd Ha 6YTBIJ'IKY Ha 3eMJie.

-Kak Hacuet atoro? You u cam pa3beit Ty OYTHIIKY, - ycMexHycsa JIakc. - Ecniu T He CMOXKelllb
pa30uTh ee B TeUeHUe JeCATU CEKYHT, s BEIUTPAL.

-4T0 3a YyLIb TH HECEIb, oNy3nbd? - cupocusl MencoH. - MoxKeT OBITh, LIeIUTENIN He CMOTJIN
BBIJIEYUTH TBOIO I'OJIOBY? MOXKeT OBITh, THI IIOYYUJI YEPEITHO-MO3TOBEIE TPABMBbI?



-4 Oyny cuuTaTh OT OGHOTO [0 AecsATH, - 3adBu Jlakc. - Ecnu mocye cueTa 0o JeCsTU TH Tak U He
P0306uTh OYTHINIKY, S BEIMTPa. [Ipoiry Bcex 3acBUAETEICTBOBATL 3TO UCIBITaHUe. ECiu paHKep He
CMOXKeT pa3buTh OYTHUIKY IIOCJIe TOr'0, KaK S 3aKOHYY CYHUTATh, 9TO 03HAYAET, YTO Pa30uTh ee
HeBO3MOXKHO. C caMOro Haydalla BCe 9TO UCIbITaHuE - (hapc!

3pI/ITeJII/I BCe ellle COMHEeBaNuCh B cjoBax Jlakca, HO TYT U3 3adJia CHOBA Pa3AaJICAd KPHUK Kawu.

-Xopoto! 4 cornacen ¢ aTuM ycnoBueM! - KpukHysa Kas. - Ecrnu 9TOT paHKep He CMOXeT pa3buTh
OYTBIJIKY ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK 51 JOCUMTAI0 0 OeCSITH, 3HAYUT, 3TO UCIILITaHue MoACTpoeHo! Bece
CUMTaWTE BMECTE CO MHOM! 4 3ammaTui 3a BXOM He [Jis TOTro, 4ToOw cMoTpeTh (apc! Pas! [IBa!l

-Tpu!

-HeTripe!

Bckope K nopicueTaM MPUCOEIUHUIIACH U 3PUTEJIH, 3aCTaBUB MeliCOHa CKPUIIETh 3y0aMu OT JOCALHI.

-IIate!

-IITects!

-CeMmpn!

BraesamHo MelCcoH chemnaln cBoM xofl. BMecTo Toro 4To0k pa30uTh OYTHIIKY, OH IIOSIBUJICS IIPSMO
nepep JIakCcoM U yOapuil ero B I'PyAb, OTYETro oiyanbd ynan Ha 6apsep Konuzest.

3puTeny, YBUOEBIINE 3Ty CIIEHY, B IIIOKe 3aKPUYaJIK: IOJTy3JIb(] yIas Ha IOJI, KaIlIsis KPOBLIO.

-Tsl myMaels, 4TO Thl CAMBIM YMHBIH, fa? - CKa3asl MelicoH, HacTynas Ha pyKy Jlakca, MeqiIeHHo
HajaB/iIMBas Ha Hee, TI0Ka KOCTU He Hadajy JIOMaThCs, 3aCTaBIsAs MOIy3abda KpudaTh OT 00U, -
[TapeHb, MHE HET [iefla [0 TBOMX Pa300pPOK C JBOPSTHAMH, HO €CTh OJHA BEIIb, KOTOPYIO THl HE JOJIKEH
menaTth, ¥ 9TO - HUKOTA He pa3apaxKaTh TOT0, KTO CUIbHEee Te0s.

CnoMas Jlakcy mpaByio pyKy, MelCoH TOIHY ¥ II0 JIEBOM, 3aCTaBUB IOJTy3Jib()a BCKPUKHYTH OT OOJIH.

-MHe ObIJIO CKa3aHO He yOuBaTh Tebsi, HO 9TO He 3HAYHUT, UTO 5T He MOTYy OTPyOuTh Tebe mapy
KOHEUYHOCTEM, BEPHO? - MelCOH pacCMesyICs, JOoCTaBas Med U3 KOJblla I XpaHeHHU .

ApOH, CTOSBILINY PAAOM C UMIIEpPAaTOPOM AHpeacoM, B3TISHYI Ha CUASAIIEr0 PAAOM C HUM YelloBeKa.
OH Xpman IpuKa3a UMIIePaTopa, YToOk TOT 3ampeTusl MelicoHy oTpyOaTh KOHeUHOCTH JIakca, HO
MMIIEPaTOp He OTAAJl TaKOr'o IIpUKa3a.



BMecTo 9TOT0 MMIIepaTop AHApeac yIROHYJICS U CKa3all.

-M&I Bcerfa MoxkeM IIpHeaTh PYKy UM HOTY, - 3asIBUJT ©UMIlepaTop AHfpeac. - Byner myutie, ecnu s
TIOSIBJTIOCH B MOCTIEHUY MOMEHT U CIIacy mosyanbda. Torga cepplia nofei OyayT TPOHYTH, U ITapeHb
TOKe OyaeT mepeao MHOM B [IONTY.

ApoH B fiy1ie B3OOXHYJI, HO 00JbIlle HUYETo He cKa3an. OH IPOCTO CMOTPeT U TOTOBUJICS 3allUIaTh
O/IyasNibda Ha TOT Ciydai, ecid MeliCOH BO3HAMEPHUTCS OTHSTH ¥ PhI2KET0 ITOAPOCTKa He
KOHEYHOCTb, a KH3Hb.

Me¥iCOH ITIOHYTT Ha TOIy3bga, a 3aTeM IIOIHSI MeY B PYKe.

-Ecnu xouels KOro-To 00BUHUTE, 00BUHU cebs B ciadocTu!

Pankep HaHec ymap, 4ToOkl OTPYOuTh JIaKCy IpaByio PyKy ¥ Mpemnonath monyanbdy ypok. OH 3Ha,
YTO €r0 pemyTallus MOCTPafaeT U3-3a TOTO, UTO OH IPUYMHUII Bpe[ MIafIIeMy, HO OH OBIJT TOTOB
IPUHSTD II030P.

VimmepaTopa, Kak paHKepa MMmepuu, He CTaHeT HaKa3bIBaTh €0 CJIUIIKOM CTPOT0 ¥, BO3MOXKHO,
IIPOCTO OTIIPABUT €T0 Ha OKPauHy MMmepuu, 4ToOb IIOMOYL PACIIUPHUTL TEPPUTOPHH. OH CMOXKET
BEPHYTHLCS Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO JIeT, KOTfia Jitogu 3a0yayT 0 ero MoCTyIKe, ¥ TOTHa BCe BEpHETCS Ha
KPYTH CBOSI.

Ha rnazax Y BCe€X PYKa yIIaJla Ha 3eMIJII0, X1 B BO3OYX 6pI>II3HYJ'Ia KDPOBE.

Kpuk Gonu pa3Heccs 10 OKpyre, Korga MelCcoH HaflaBuUI IeBOM PyKou Ha 00pyOOK IIpaBoi, Tfe
paHblile ObIIa MpaBas pykKa.

[To3amu JIakca BUOHENCS YepHBIM I'pob, u3nmydaBiuil 6arpoBoe cBeueHue. Kprimka rpoba Gbiia
CJIerKa MPUOTKPHITA, ¥ U3HYTPU BUOHEIACh CepeOdpucTast HUTh.

BCKOpe KPHIIIIKa rp06a MEOJIEHHO OTKPHIJIACh, 1 U3 HEe II0KA3aJIdCh Cepe6pI/ICTOBOHOCElH OEBYIIIKA
JIeT OBaJllaTu IIATH.

TonyObie ra3a, SCHblE KaK He00, X0IOOHO CMOTpeNX Ha PaHKepa, KOTrfia OHa BRIXOAMIIA 13 rpoda.

He roBops HU CJI0Ba, OHA MOOHSJIA YKAa3aTeIbHEIH Iajel], ¥ U3 Hero MosBUIach CepeOpucTas HUTE.

MrHoBeHUe CIyCTs pa3facs elle OOuH KpUK 00Ju - TeBas pyka MelicoHa Obljla OTpe3aHa OT TeJa.
Teneps, korma o0e pyku OblTM OTPYOJIEHE!, KPOBb, OpBI3HYBINAd U3 UX 00PyOKOB, OKpacuia 3eMIIi0 B
KPaCHBIY LIBET.



-Ecnu xouerb, 4ToOB KTO-TO 00BUHUI TeOs1, To 00BUHU ce0st B cl1abOCTH, - CKa3ana Bepa romnocom,
KOTOPBIY OBLT X0NOAHee nbaa. - CKaXXyu MHe, caMOHafessHHEIN cinabak. He xoders mu TH ompo0oBaTh
yMepeThb X0Thb pa3?

Bepa, koTopas mo6una JIakca GorbIlle Bcex Ha CBETe, CMOTPela Ha CTOSIIero nepeq Heit PaHkepa ¢
HaMepeHHEM YOUTh.

Ha camowm mene ee TpaHCchopMaIus B Tpo0y Oblla ellle He 3aBepIleHa.

Ho, mo4yBCTBOBaB, UTO XKM3HU €€ BHYKa yIPOKaeT OMacCHOCTh, OHA C CUJION MPOOYyAUIach OT CHa M
Habpocunack Ha MelicoHa.

BrICOKOMepHBIY paHKep B cTpaxe U 001K OTCTYIUT Ha3an, IIAad Ha cepeOpPUCTOBOJIOCYI0 KpacaBully,
r71a3a KOTOPO¥H OBITM HAIMOJTHEHH YOUMCTBEHHEIM HaMEPEHUEM, 3aCTaBIsAs €r0 M0KalieTh O TOM, YTO
OH COTJIACUJICS Ha B3ATKHU ABOPSIH, YTOOR IPUYMHUTH Bpe[ moJyasbdy, 6abylIka KOTOPOTO Teleph
SIBUJIACh, YTOOBI OTOMCTHUTD 3a HETO.
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