-babymika! - Aiipuc o6Hsinia Bepy, nexkasiryio Ha KpoBaTd. Ee cie3bl IPOCOYMINCH CKBO3b XaaT
CTapyLIKY, U ee [leYaJbHbIY I1J1a4 9XOM Pa3HecCs 110 KOMHATe.

-[ToueMy THI IIavels? - crrpocuia Bepa. - 4 mpocTo HeEMHOrO mocTpafasna ot 6os. [ai MHe
HECKOJIbKO [IHEW, U 5 IPUAY B HOPMY.

-balyka, BepxoBHbil LlenuTens yKe cKa3all MHe, - OTBeTUIa AWpHC, Kpernko oOHuMast 6a0yIKy. -
Knsanycs, g yobio aToro Pankepa! OH 3a 3TO 3aniaTut!

-IleTouka, OymeT Nydile, eCiu Thl Ha BpeMs 3a0ymels 0 HeM, - cKa3asia Bepa, mornaxuBas Aipuc mo
CIIMHe, 4YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTH ee. - Bce ymupaioT. [IpocTo HEKOTOpEE YMUPAIOT PaHbllle, YeM Apyrue. Thl
elre MoJIofa, u y Te0s Bliepeau Moiras XXKu3Hb. S He MPOTHB, CJIM THl OTOMCTHMII 33 MEeHSI, HO TOJIBKO
TOTMA, KOTa Thl OyIelb JOCTATOYHO CUIbHA. THI IIOHSIA?

A¥ipuc KMBHYJIA TOJIOBOM, BBITIIAKaB BCe CBoe cepaie. Ceifyac OHa MPOCTO XOTela MOOKITh C
6aby1mkoii, moka Ta xkuBa. OHa oTOpPoOCHIIa BCe OCTAIbHOE, BKITI0Yasi MECTh, a TAKXKe CBOU
00513aHHOCTH B TUIbauu CepeHuTH.

Jlakc BCTas pSIOOM C KpOBAThIO U ITO3BOJIUJI CBOEM HEBECTE BHIJIECHYTH BCE pa3odapoBaHue U OOJIb,
KOTOPBIE OHa MCIBITEIBasa. [Tocme Toro kak CeMsi Be3gHEI TyCTUII0O KOPHU B €T0 CepAlle, Bce
HeTaTUBHbLIE SMOIMY, KOTOPHIE OH UCIIBITHIBAJI BO BpeMs OHUTBHI, TpeBpaTuiuchk B Cuny be3gHsl, 4To
puBeno K ero TpanchopMaliuu be3mHEL.

Ecnu 0wl He Keo3a, mornotusmuii Cuny be3gHel, KoTopas OylieBasna B ero Tejle, OH MOT ObI
TIOJTHOCTBIO UCIIOPTUTHCS U IIPEBPATUTHCS B MOHCTPa be3gHEl, KOTOpEIN mpuHec Obl THOEIh BCEM
OKPYZKaIOIIUM.

Temeps, Korma BCe 9TH HETATUBHBEIE SMOLMK OBIIIM MOTJIOIIEHE 30710TEIM 2KeToHoM, JIakc MoT
MBICITUTH 00JIee SICHO, YTO ITO3BOJIUIIO eMY ClellaTh HeOOXOOMMEIe IIPUTOTOBIIEHHUS [JIs CITAaCEeHUS
XKU3HU 6a0yIKy.

Mo myTy K mocenenuto mueMenu PoBaH oH moGecemoBas ¢ ACMOeeM, U TOT [ajl eMy HECKOJIBKO
COBETOB, KaK MCIIO0JIb30BaTh 1IBeTOK CMEePTH 110 MAaKCUMYMY.

To, 4TO pacckasasn eMy ApXuauyb, 3aCTaBUIIO MOJTy3Jibda B3APOrHyTh. [IepBoii ero peakirei GbII0
IIOJIHOE HeIpUsATUe IpenjiokeHuss AcCMoes, HO IIOCJIe TOr0, KaK apXuInyb yKa3aJl Ha IIJII0CHL
"3KCIIepuMeHTa", KOTOPHIM OH IPEJI0KUII TPOBECTU JIaKCy, PHI2KEBOIOCHY ITOAPOCTOK MOHSAJ, YTO B
KOHEUYHOM CUYeTe 3TO MOXKET IPUHECTU Bepe monnay.

OpHako pPUCK Bce ke OblI, U Jaxe ApXUnuyb OBbIT BRIHYKIEH COTIaCUThCS C TEM, YTO €T0
IpefioXKeHre OCHOBAHO JIUIIb Ha TEOPUSIX, KOTOPhEIe HUKOTIa He ObIIM ITPOBEPEHEL.

B cBs13u ¢ 9TUM JIaKC peIui II0COBETOBAThCS ¢ 6a0YyIIKOM U y3HATh ee MHeHHe 006 3TOM Ipolenype.



-Baby1ka, y MeHs eCTh crioco6 MPemoTBPaTUTh TBOIO CMEPTh, - TUX0 CKa3as JIakc, cafisich Ha KPOBATh
u Geps B PYKU OIHY U3 MOPIIMHUCTHIX PYK Beprl, KoTopas 3aliuiaja U Hampasiisiia ero Ha
IPOTsKeHUU 0ojee YeM JeCsTH JIeT.

3amnakaHHasg AUpUC TIOOHSAJA TOJIOBY U C y2KacoM IIOCMOTpesia Ha Jlakca: ed moKa3asioch, YTO
noJy3nb¢ codupaeTcs 0XKUBUTE ee 6abyIIKy, TpeBPaTHUB B HEXKUTD.

CnoBHO ITOYYBCTBOBaB ee 0€CIIOKOMCTBO, JIaKC ITOKavasl roJIoBOM U IIepeBes BT 00paTHO Ha
CTapyIlIKy, KOTOpas CMOTpesia Ha HEeTo C HeXKHOCThIO.

-He Hapo 3actaBnsath cebs, Jlakc, - oTBeTuna Bepa. - Co MHOM Bce B mopsigke. [laxke 6e3 MeHs, 5
yBEpEeHa, THl CMOXKeIlb CTaTh IPEKPACHEIM 9EJI0BEKOM.

-BabyIka, Te6e ele MHOTOMY HYKHO MEeHSI HayuuThb. Tebe elle paHO YXOOUThb. THI ellle He [epiKala
Ha PyKaxX HAILIUX ¢ AWpHUC IeTex.

-Ia. 9To OymeT MouM caMbIM OOJIBIINM COXKaJleHUEM B 3TOM XKK3HU. 51 3Hasa, YTO AOJKHa Oblyia
nogMeInaTh abpogu3rnak B TBOIO ey, Korga Te0e UCIOTHUIOCH IeCcTHAAIaTh. Torma Ov T cMOTTIa
moJiepKaTh Ha PyKax CBOET0 IIPaBHYKA IIepel CMEPTHIO.

JIakc chesasn BUJ, YTO He YCIIbas 0a0yITKUHBIX CJIOB, U IIPOAOJIKUII PacCKa3bIBaTh €1 0 CBOEM
IIJIaHe.

-bBaly1ka, Bo BpeMst 9KCIIEOUINH B II0I3eMejIbe MHE YOaI0Ch Pa3fo0bITh IPEIMET, 0 KOTOPOM
paHbIlle HUKTO HE CHbIIa, - cKka3an Jlakc, Bei3biBas LIBeTok CmepTH. - ITo LIBeToK CMepTH. C ero
IIOMOIITBIO0 YEJIOBEK MOXKET BHIPBATHCS M3 IMACTU CMEPTH, €CIIM TOILKO OH ellle AumuT. OmHAaKo,
IIPUHSB €0, TH BIafaellb B KOMaTO3HOE COCTOSSHHE Ha Mecsill, I0Ka TBOe TeJlo OymeT
BOCCTAHABJIMBAThL CBOM XU3HEHHLIE CUJIBL, JaBas TeOe HOBLIM IIAaHC Ha XKU3Hb.

Aupuc B II0Ke pacIIupuia riiasa, Isasa Ha YePHBIM BETOK, MAPAIIU Hafd TagoHbio Jlakca. Kak u
TOBOPHJI IIOJTy3/1b(d, OHA BIIEPBHIE BUOENa MOA00HOe, ¥ 3TO BCENISIO B Hee HageXay.

-BricTpee! IlycTh 6abyimka ero cbect! - Aiprc roBOpUiIa TaK, CJIOBHO OT 9TOT'0 3aBUCEJIa €€ XKU3Hb.
OpnHako JIakC TOJILKO OKadasl FOJIOBOM, TaK KakK elle He 3aKOHYUI 00bACHEeHU.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHHUE T03aau JIakca MOSIBUIICS YEPHBIN TPoo.

-Beixony, - nmpuka3zan Jlakc.

Cpa3sy ke 4YepHBIU I'pob OTKPHIJICS, ¥ M3 HETO BEIPBAJIKCH [Ba JIy4a CBeTa, KOTOPhIe IPU3EMITUIIUCD
CreBa ¥ cipasa oT Jlakca.



CI/IJ:[ u CKapneT IIOABUIIKCE IIepen AprPIC u Bepoﬁ U IIOYTUTEJIbHO CKJIOHUJIN T'OJIOBHI.

-9T0... Te IBOE [eTel, KOTOPHIE IIOMOT/IM HaM PaHbIIe, BEPHO? - CKa3ana AWpPHC, BHUMATEIbHO
IIOCMOTpPEB Ha OBYX "meTen", BHIIIEALINX U3 YePHOTo rpoba.

-OHU He geTu. ITo THOMHL. Kopoue TOBOpsI, 9TH JBOE MEITATUCh YOUTH MEHS elre B DJIU3UyMe, -
oTBeTun JIaKc, MMOJI0KUB JIEBYIO PYKY HA MOJIOLOTO THOMA PSIoM ¢ co0oii. - Ho ux ybunu, u Teneps
oHH 00a - MOM TTOTYHHEHHEIE.

-910 Cup. OH 04YeHb TPYJIOJ'IIOGI/IB W O4YEeHb IIpenaH. 4 Bo3maraio Ha Hero 0OJbIINe HaoeXIbl.

JIakc mpencTaBuI KpaCHBOTO THOMA, KOTOPHIM MMOYTUTENILHO MOKIJIOHUICS Aupuc u Bepe.

-Mens 30ByT Cup, u 6marogapst foOpoTe Moero Xo3suHa S IOJIyYuI BTOPOH IIaHC KUTh ITOTHOM
JXKU3HBIO. [I7151 MeHs OobIlast 4ecTh BUOETh Bac, XKeHa X03sguHa, 6a0dyurka Xo3suHa.

Y Aiipuc cpa3y CI0XKHUIOCH XOpolree BredaTnenue o Chie mocie Toro, Kak ee CTalay Ha3kBaTh
KeHou Jlakca, ¥ OHa yNbIOHYIaCh ONBITHOMY HaeMHOMY yOUUIE, KOTOPBIA KOTIA-TO MBITAJICS YOUTH
ee JKeHuxa.

Bepa Toxe cnabo ynbiOHyIack, OTBETUB Ha MpuBeTcTBUE Crpga. O4eBUIHO, YTO THOM, CTaBIINHN
TIOOYMHEHHBIM €€ BHYKa, €f TIOHPABUJIICS.

Jlakc ynbI6HYIICS, moxyonaB Cuma Imo 1mieyvy.

-Ceiiuac OH - JTaMIIUp, ¥ OH YIIOPHO paboTaeT Haf TeM, 4YTOOH cTaTh PaHKepoM. B oTnuyne oT TOTO,
KOT'0 KOPMSIT PECYPCaMU C JIOKEYKH. ..

Cxapriet, cTosiBIIas psAnoM ¢ JlakcoM, IIeNIKHyTIa S3EIKOM U 0TBesla B3risin. OueBUnHO, el He
IIOHPaBUJIOCH TO, K&K X03IUH co0Upacs ee IPeACTaBUTh, ¥ OHA Pellnya IPOCTO IPOUTHOPHPOBATh
nomnysnbda.

-JTta B3gopHas nenu - Ckapret. [Tocie cBoero BO3poXaeHUS OHa IMpeBpaTuiiachk B KambuoHa, -
cKasan JIakc, yKa3riBasi OOJIBIINM IajiblieM Ha THOMUXY, CKPECTHBIIYIO PYKH Ha IPYOU U CMOTPSIIYIO
KyZla-TO BIIpaBo. - He cymuTe o Hell 110 BHEIITHOCTH, OHA TaJaHTJIMBHIN YOUNIla, U XOTS 5 ee 0XKUBHUT,
OHa He Tak MOCHyIIHa, Kak Cup. BoucTuHy, XJI0IOTHAS JeBY0OHKA.

Ckapret (BIpKHYJIa ¥ TOCMOTpena Ha Jlakc.

- He MOTY OCTaBaThCsA 30€Ch HAOOJITO, - CKa3dJla CKapJ'[eT. - CTapeﬁMHHa MOZKET CKOPO Ha4aTh MEHSA
HUCKaTh. f U Tak IIOTPAaTUIIa MHOI'O BPEMEHH, IIPUOA K Tebe Ha IIOMOIIlb, TAK YTO MOTY 4 TeIIlePb yfITPp



-Bumuus? [TocMOTpH, KaKast OHa HebGaaromapHas. - JTakc B3HOXHYJ, HO BCe Ke KUBHYII T'OJIOBOM. -
O6s13aTeTbHO CTaHbh PaHKEPOM KaK MOXKHO CKopee. MHe 0YeHb CKOPO MTOHAJOOUTCST TBOSI IIOMOII.

-Xopotio, - oTBeTua CKapieT ¥ HanpaBuiiack K YepHomy I'po0y. - 30BU MeHs TOJILKO TOTfIa, KOTfa
3TO U BIIPaBHy BaXKHO. Ec/u TH X04elb, YTOOBI KTO-TO BHIIIONIHAT 3a Tebs mopy4yenusi, Cuga Oyget
Oonee 4eM HOCTATOYHO.

Cxka3aB BCe, YTO X0TeJla, OHa IIpeBpaTWIach B JIyd CBeTa U IojeTella K rpofy, BO3Bpallasich B MUP
Onuauyma.

-Cum, TH TOXKe MOXKeIllb UATH, - 3asIBUiT JIakc. - 4 yBepeH, 4TO Tl CTapaellbCs N30 BCEX CUJI, TaK YTO
Ckapnert Tebs He 06roHuT. O0s3aTENIbHO ITOKAXKHU €M, Yero MOXXHO NOOUTHCS YIIOPHEIM TPyOoM!

Cup mo4yTUTENIbHO MOKIOHUICA Jlakcy.

-Kak moxenaeTte, MacTep.

‘Iepe3 CEKYHY OH IIPEBPATHUIICA B JIY4 CBE€TA U IIOJIETEJI K Y4EPHOMY rp06y.

Bepa, yBumeB OByx momunHeHHBIX JIakca, ¢ 3a6aBHEIM BhIpakeHueM Ha OJIeHOM JIuIle TOCMOTpea
Ha HuxX. OHa BUOella, HACKOJIbKO CHUJIbHEI OBIIM 9TH [Ba MHUIMATa B OUTBE, U 9TO MIPUHECIIO el
o0nerueHue, Tak Kak OHa 3Hajla, YTO Y €e BHYKa ellle eCTb KO3LIPH, KOTOPHIE OH MOXKET ITPU3BATh,
YTOORI CITACTH CBOIO KM3Hb.

-baby1ika, 3ToT rpob Ha3wBaeTcs "YepHbit OroHs", - mosicHun Jlakc. - B HeM MOXKHO XpaHUTh
MEPTBHIX U OJIM3KKX K CMEPTH CyIecTB. MCIonb3ys 3Ty ClIOCOOHOCTh, MOXKHO...

Jlakc o6bsacuun Bepe ¢yukiuu YepHoro OrHs. Alipuc, nepxkabiias 6a0yIIKy 3a pyKy, CEpbe3HO
CIylIaja CJIoBa MOIya37b(da, CII0BHO IPEeNapupys ero U3HyTPH.

-Tak kak 6abymka OymeT HaXOOUTHCS B KOMAaTO3HOM COCTOSIHMY B TeUueHUe Mecslla, OyaeT mydlie,
ecnu TH Oymerns B YeproM OrHe, - ckalan JIakc. - C LIBeTkoM CMepTH B KaUeCTBE MOTHOIIEHHUS ThI
00sI3aTeNIbHO MOIPaBUIILCSI. KpoMe TOro, eCTh BEPOSITHOCTb, UTO THl 0OpPETEIlh HOBOE CHUIIBHOE TEJIO,
KakK y Cuma, KOTOpHIY mpeBpaTuicd B [Jamnupa, u y CKapieTt, KoTopas ctana KamO6uonom. Ho Tak
KakK THI UCIIOIB3yelnb [IBeTok CMepTH B KaUueCTBe MOAHOIIEHHU S, Thl He IPEBPATUILILCS B HEXKUTD.

Aiipuc, KOTOpas TUXO CJyIlaja B CTOPOHKE, BEICKa3ajla CBOe MHEHUE.

-JIakc, cormacHo TBoeMy 00BbSCHEHHUIO, BCe, KOTO Tl 0KMBUILE C IIOMOIIBI0 YepHOT0 OTHS, CTaHYT
npegaHHbBIMU Tebe. [IoTepsIoT 11 OHU CBOIO CBOGOAY BONU?

JIakc ynmbIOHYJIICS, YCIbIaB 6eCIIOKOMCTBO CBOEH KEHHI.



-Pa3Be THI He Bufena U He chblana CkapieT paHblIe? - cupocul Jlakc. - Pa3Be 9T0 0X0oXe Ha
yeJioBeKa, moTepsBuiero ceobony Bonu? Kpome toro, s He cobupaioch fnenaTh 6a0yIIKy cBOen
MOJYMHEHHOM. KaK TONbKO Mpoleaypa 0KUBJIEHUS 3aKOHUYHUTCS, ST 0CBOOOXKY ee U3-TIOf BIACTH
Yepuoro OrHA.

[Momnyanb¢ mocMoTpen Ha 6abyIKy, KOTopas, Ka3aJaoCh, TOTPY3UIach B TTyOOKYI0 3aAyMYUBOCTb.

-KoneuHo, ecnu 6a0yIKe 3TO He HPABUTCS, Thl MOXKEIIb MPOCTO CheCTh L[BeToK CMepTH, - 3as1BUI
Jlakc. - 4 moguuHIOCh TBOEMY pellleHuI0. Ho T JO/IXKHA PeluTh 3TO II0cKopee, OabyIka.

YepHeiii OroHs, NapsAmui psagoM ¢ JIakcoM, u3nydasl MaJauHOBOe CBeUeHrne. ITO 03Hadaso, 4YTo KTOo-
TO PSAOM C HUM BOT-BOT YMpET, YTO aKTUBHUPOBAJIO €I0 CIIOCOOHOCTL XPaHUTh CYIIECTB, OIU3KUX K
CMEepTH.

Bepa YyBCTBOBalla, KakK C Kaxaou CeKYHJIOfI XO0JIOOEEeT e€e TeJlo, ¥ IIOHKMaJlla, YTO BPEMEHU y Hee
0CTaJloCh COBCEM HEMHOTIO.

-Jlakc, 51 Tebe moBepsiio. - Bepa ¢ HE3KHOCTHIO TOCMOTPea Ha BHyKa. OHa 3Hasa, 4To JIakc He
IIPUYMHUT €Y Bpefia, ¥ pellniia OTOaTh CBOIO XKU3Hb B €r0 PYKHU. - [lesall, 4YTO CYMATAEIIb HYXKHBIM.

PrIKEeBOJIOCHY MOAPOCTOK CHaYasla CXKaJjiCsd, a IOTOM KUBHYJI I'OJIOBOU.

-baby1ika, yBuguMcs depe3 MecslIl, - TUXO cKa3asa Jlakc. - YepHeid OTOHB, TOXKanylicTa, 3abepu ee.

YepHbid rpo0 MIKPOKO PACIaxXHYJICs, U U3 €T0 Hep BHIPBAJICS YePHBIN TyMaH. YepHHIN TyMaH
TIOJIHOCTBIO ITOKPHII Teslo Bepkl, ¥ 0Ha, MPeBPaTUBIINCE B YEPHBIM TyMaH, IIOIJIbIIa K Tpo0y,
0arpoBoe CHUSIHHE KOTOPOI'0 CTaI0 HHTEHCHUBHEIM.

Korpa mocneguuit cief TyMaHa ObIT BTSIHYT BHYTPb, P00 3aKPHIJICS ¥ 3aBUC PSIOOM C JIakcoM.

Iepxa B pyke [IBeTok CMmepTH, JIaKC BRITSIHYJ PYKY U IIOJIOXKUII I[BETOK Ha TPo0 B KaUECTBE
TIOHOIIEHuUsI. Yepe3 HEeCKONIbKO CEeKYH/] YePHHIH I[BETOK IIPEBPATUIICS B YACTHIILI CBETA U CIIUIICS C
YepHBEIM I'poboM.

JIakc He 3HaJI, TPaBUIbHOE PEelLIeHWe OH IMIPUHSIT UK HeT.

OH 3HaJ TOJIbKO, YTO HAMMIET OTBET, KaK TOJIBKO YEPHLIM I'Po0 0CBOOOMUT OJHOI'0 M3 CAMBIX BAXKHBIX
IUIST HET'O JTI0fiel, KOTOPHIM 3a00THIICS 0 HeM IIOCIeTHKe IIeCTHAIIATh JIeT ero XHU3HHU.
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