dokc He 3aMeyat CJIOB CUIEBIIEro 3a CTOJIOM CTapuKka. Ero BHUMaHHEM 3aBjafesia TEeMHOBOJIOCAS
IeBYIIKa, YTO C KaXKOBIM IIIarOM COKpallajia PacCTOSTHUE MeXAY ero TPSICYIIeics OyIIOHKON 1
CBEPKAIIIHNM JIe3BHEM HOXKa. A KOTla 9TO PACCTOSIHHE 0Ka3aJIoCh HECTEPIHMO MaJIeHbKHMM, €T0 JIUII0
00/IMI0Ch TTOTOM, a B I'Jla3ax IMOoCcenuics yxkac. Hox, 4To ceKyHy Ha3aj 0e3MsITeKHO IIOKOUJICS B
pykax Mde, BOpyr nogHsICsA Hal ero TOJI0BOM, oTpaxas B cebe 37IeKTPUYECKUN CBET OT JIIOCTPHI B
comoMeHHOM abaxype. ®OKC 3aKPHUT pyKaMHu JIUIIO, IIOCIIe YeTO CUJIBHO 3aXKMYPHJI T7la3a, 0KUOas
OCTPO¥ U cunbHOM 6omu. OgHAKO, Jaxe CIYCTS Iapy CeKYH[, HUYero He MPOU301IIIO.

-OTer;, MHe Hape3aTh nupor? - Bapyr cupocuna Mde,- Ecnu oH OCTHIHET, TO OyOET He TaKUM
BKYCHBEIM, KaK XOTeJIOCh OHl.

CMHK C TPOXOTOM OTOABUHYJI CTYJ OT CTOJIa U B CUJIy CBOEM HU3KOPOCJIOCTH, CIIPHITHYJI C €T'0
TKaHeBOU 0OMBKY Ha IIOJI, CTYKHYB ITapoil KOXKaHHIX Carlor.

-KoneuHo, foporas, He 3a0yab U PO HaIIero TOCTS, - HACMEIUIUBO CKa3aJl OH U MOAOIIeN K
ucnyranaomy Qokcy.

-Xa-xa-xa! -rpoMko 3acMmesinicss CMUK, TOTAPas B3AYTHIM XKHABOT IIOM CBOEM OXOTHUYbEN KUETKOH , -
Bupesn GBI THI CBOIO POXKY, MYTJIUBHIN JIaKei!

[TpomoIKuB CMesIThCS, OH JoHec m0 POoKca BCIO JKECTOKOCTD yIaBIIEHCS Iy TKH.

-I[IpocTtu Hac, - mpocMesis CTapuk,- B 3TOM 3aX0/1yCThe pa3BiedeHNui KaK BUAUIID, JOBOJIBHO MaJlo.
Bort u BeIyTEIBaeMcCS, Kak MoxeM! Hagerocs, Thl He Hafieslaa B TOJIBKO YTO OfeThle ITaHb? MHave
Te0e IPUAETCs CaMOMY UX OTCTUPHIBATH!

U on 3acMmesinics BHOBb. Ha nuiie ®okca ygunenue, o0eriesue, SpocTh 1 OCTaTOK CTpaxa BAPYT
CIUJIMCh BOEIUHO, 00pa30BaB HeUTO HOBOe. Ellle mapy CeKyH[ 3TO HEUTO HOBOE «IIOBUCEJIO» Ha HEM,
a IocJie UCUe3Jio B HapacTalolel yias0Ke U pa3pa3uBIIeMcsl CMeXe, YTO Ka3ajloCh, CTapasics
3aTMUTh cMex CMUKa.

-Ila BBI TICUxU! - CEpbe3HO CKa3aJjl OH, CTEPEB C ceOs 3Ty HauTPaHHYIO rpuMacy, - CaMble HacTosIue!

On nogHsncsa. HU3KuY MOTOJIOK BHOBL YYTh PE3KO HE OTIIPaBUJI €r0 B HOKAyT. YBUAEB, Ha CKOJIBKO
HM30K CMuK, POKC HAaKOHEI] IIOHSJI, YTO HU30CTh IIOTOJIKA OblNa ompaBgaHa. M TOIBKO celdac OH 10
KOHIIa 0CO3HAJI, KeM OH OBLI Ha caMoM TeJie.

-Hy BOT, KaK THl MOT TaK CUJIbHO UCIIyTaThCS KAKOT'0-TO KapJiiKa ¥ HEBUHHYIO NEBYIIKY, YTO JIUIIL Ha
TOJIOBY BHIILIE HETO?

-Tvl Begp, U3 ['pocTo, BepHO? { CIBllas, YTo Ballle YyBCTBO I0MOpPA Ha CTOJIBKO XK€ CYpOBO€, KakK 1
MECTO, B KOTOPOM BBl KUBETE.

-ITpaBunbHO, - cornacuncs CMUK,- pa3 yX&K TH IIOHSJ, TO To4eMy OHl TeOe He CheCTh apy KyCKOB
nypora ¢ KpacHeIMU sfirogaMu? Briock 00 3aKiafi, TaM, OTKyJa Thl, TAKOTO U B IOMUHE HET!

-4 moXKany#, OTKaXKyCh, - CYPOBO Bo3pa3us POKC,- eCJIu BH HE IPOTHUB, ST BEPHYCH B MOTPe0.
CMUK ITOKa4al roJI0BOM.
-Xopoto. Ho He 3a6yab mpudpaTh 3a CoO0H.

On YKa3aJl CBOMM KOPOTEHBKUM IIaJIbIIEM Ha MeCTO y CTOJIa, Kyada dokc <<06pOHI/IJ'I>> IIO4YTH



nepexkEBaHHYIO TTHUIIY.

-Ude macT Tebe meTny. Mde! [Tenu nupor Ha fBe YaCTH, HAIll TOCTh CIMIIKOM YAUBIIEH TeM, KaK MBI
€r0 BCTPETHUIIH, YTOOH eCTh!

-Ia, marma, - OTBETHIIA OHA, faXke He 00epHYBIIUCH B CTOPOHY CMUKA U CTOSIIEro 0Kojio Hero dokca.
Ha camowm ferne, ee UII0 TIECTPEJIO B YILIOKE, HO B CHIY KaKUX-TO 00CTOSITETECTB, OHA PeIlnia He
[I0Ka3bIBAaTh UM 3TOTO.

-HyxHo OBITH BCerfia Ha Y€Ky, @ He BePUTh KOMY TIomaso. [laxXe, eCciu 3TH KTO I0Iaio
o4apoBaTeNbHEIY ['pOCTO U ero Musias goudka!l

CMUK IIMPOKO YNILIOHYJICS, Ha 9TOT pa3. [Ioka3aBs, 4YTO y HEr0 Ha caMoM fiejie ObIs10 O0JIbIe 30JI0THIX
3y00B, YeM Ka3aJioch u3HavanbHo. Ho ®okca 3T0 He BoimHOBAI0. ByaTO X03UH B CBOEM OME, OH
MoJT4a 00epHYJICS, MTOMOIIIe K IbIpe Ha II0JIy ¥ JIEBOM HOT'OM Hallymas O1uxKauiyio K cebe CTYIIeHbKY
JlecTHUIE. HeMHOTO IOrofisi, ero rojioBa CKphIIach IO IIOJIOM, a IMPOKas 3agBUXKKA C IePEBIHHBIM
TPECKOM JTMKBUAKUPOBAJIa MyTh B OTPeo.

-Kak-To HeX0pOoIIIOo MMOTYyYHIIOCk, - TUXO CKa3all cTapuk,- Mde! He 3a0yos IOTOM OTHECTU eMY
HeMHOro nupora. Kem Obl 0H HU OBIII.

Wde HeBUOMMO OJ1s1 HETO KUBHYJIA U OTJIyYUJIach B COCEIHIOI KOMHATY 3a MeTJION, YTOOH yOpaTh
HEJUIETPUSATHEIE 00beIKY Ha I0JTy, YTO HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha3ajl OblIM OCTaBIeHb ®OKCOM.

B cBoelt MasleHbKOM KOMHATYIIKe OH He Haxonun cebe Mecta. ByqTo TUTD B KJIETKe, OH ITepeMeIancs
TO BIIEPEe[, TO Ha3af, MoTupast 60JIbHYI0 PYKY ¥ ITPOBEPSIsi, TaK JIX CUIIbHO OHA OONHUT, TI0 CPaBHEHUIO
c 607pI0 HemaBHEH. Ho 06HAPYXKUB, YTO 3TO OBITIO HE TaK, OH PA303/IUIICS U YOAPHUIT JIeBEIM KyJIaKOM
TI0 CTEHKE, BHIIABUB TJIYXOU IIyM U3 e KUPIUYHBIX BHYTPEHHOCTEH.

-ITpoknsaTtee! ®okc! Hy Kyma Tebst Ha 3TOT pa3 3aHecno? IIpecoByThM cTapuKaIika ['pocTo U ero
MoJT4yanuBas MaHbsiuKa 104Yb! XOpOIIo, 4TO S yCIesl HEMHOT'0 II0eCTh. [IBUTrauCsa UIu COOXHU!
[TpoknsaTee! - OH CHOBa ymapui KyJIaKoM 10 CTeHKe, HO Ta HU4eM eMy He oTBeTuna. [Ipocto motomy,
YTO ymap ObLJI CTUIIKOM CIa0BIM.

YceBiuch Ha KpoBaTh, OH OCMOTPETT TOBPEXKIEHHYI0 PYKy 0oJiee meTanbHo. HeuTo moxoxkee Ha THIIC
yIepXKuBaJio ee B OOHOM II0JI0XKEHUM U Tpubeperasno OT KOHTaKTa u3BHe. OHO OBIJIO TBEPABIM Kak
KaMeHb ¥ TTTagKyM, CJIOBHO Mpamop, HO [0 3aTBepHeBaHMs HaBepPHSIKa 0CTaBal0Ch XKUIKUM, Kak
nmoHsa Pokc.

«A THI IOOyMaJl, IoYeMy IIPOCHYJICSA TONbIM?... [logyMar o TOM, YTO MbI feflajid ¢ TOOOM, II0Ka Thl OBLI
B OTKJIIOYKE?...»

[To ero cnuHe mpormuiach gpoxXb. OMyCTUB I'Jla3a Ha KOHYUKY MaJIblieB HOT, OH 3aMETHUJI, UTO €T0
paspocIIrecs HOTTH OBIJIM OCTPUKEHHI, 1a ¥ YYBCTBOBAJ OH Ce0si MOBOIBHO YHCTHIM, TI0 CPAaBHEHUIO C
TeM, KOrfla eMy IIPUIIOCh HOYeBaTh B Kapiepe. HeMHOro mokpacHeB, OH BCIIOMHUII A04b CMUKa.
Ve, Takasg x035MCTBEeHHAs, TUXas, He mIoxa coboi. [Tomorasa i1 0Ha CBOEMY OTIy, KOT[ia OH
npruHecC u3paHeHHoro ®okca B ux gom? ITomorma a1 OHa JOHECTH ero fo rnorpeba, IOIOXKUTH Ha
KpOBaTh, TEPeBSI3aTh PaHbl, Pa3deTh...

-UHTEepecHO... 0HA, BUAENA... - TUXO0 mnpoinenTan ®okc, miaBas B COOCTBEHHBIX MEIC/AX, - HeT, ®oKc,
nepxu cebs B pykax! Tebe HykHO cOexkaTb oTciofia! BricmaTbcs u cOexkaTh!

OpaHXeBBIY CBET CTPAHHOT'0 KaMHSI KpacHBO IepejIuBaiCs Ha ero CMylleHHOM nuile. Kaxnmas rpaHb



CTpaHHOr0 OpPHUJIIMaHTa TO SIPKO CBETHUJIACh, TO CHOBA TYCKHEJIA, YCTYIas CBOE MECTO APYTroH, u
IaBaJia IOMMMO MSITKOT'O CBETA ellle U TEeIJI0, KOTOPoe Heb3st OBIJI0 CPaBHUTH ¢ TerioM [lamuTta. OHO
OosbIre OBIIO TIOX0XKE Ha TEIJIO OT TOT'0 KaMHHA, YTO Topes HaBepxy. OOHaAKo Jaxe OH He JaBa
TaKOT'0 CIIOKOUCTBUA U YIOTa, KaK 3TOT CTPAHHBIM KaMelllek.

-HyxHo GymeT yKpacTh ero, - Ciy4aiHo ckasan ®oKC, U TYT pe3Ko 06ePHYJICS B CTOPOHY
OTKPHIBAIOIIET0CS JIIOKA.

CnyctuBmuch K Hemy, Mde mepxasna B pykax 0esyio TapeaKy ¢ HeOOIbIIUM KYCKOM ITHPOra.
HeckobKO KPACHBIX SITOJ BRITIAJIO U3 €70 HAUWHKHY, TOBOPSI O TOM, HACKOJIBKO €e B HeM ObIJT0 MHOTO.
®okc BUHOBATO CKJIOHUTI ToyioBy. Ude mopomina 611uke 1 cejla Ha KPOBATh PSIOOM C HUM, TIOJIOXKWB
TapesnKky cebe Ha KOJIEHH.

-[IpocTu ero, - Bopyr HeXHO cka3aja OHa, - EMy He XBaTaeT BeCejibs B 3TOM CKy4HOM MecTe. He
3JIACh, XOPOIIIO?

Ho ®oxc 6nin HeyTelneH. HeKoTophle MHBIE MBICTU NOHUMAaNH ero ceryac. M oH Bce HUKaK He
pelrancs 3aroBOPUTh C Hel, OYATO cTpallach CKa3aTh 4TO-TO He TO.

-Te1 Ommakeli, ma? Ha camoM gerie, s HUKOTHA He BuAesa Jiakees. M3-3a 6051e3HU 1 HE MOTY YBULETh
MUD, IO3TOMY OCTalOCh 3[MECh ¥ TIOMOTalo Iare.

OHa 4yTb GBIIO He M03abbljia PO IHPOT.

-4l mpuHecna Tebe HEMHOTO, YTOOH pa3BecenuTs. [lonpobyii. f cama ero nekina,- OHa MPOTSAHYIa
tapenky ®okcy, HO OH He BbIKa3aJl HUKAaKOr0 BHUMaHMS Ha 9TOT kecT. HemHoro onemmwus, Mde cHoBa
OTJIOKHUJIA ITUPOT B CTOPOHY ¥ ITPOMOJIKKIIA TOBOPHUTE.

-Mue IIPOCTO O4YEHb UHTEPECHO, KAaKOB MU 3a IIpeaeIaMu JIecCa. U4 GYJIy 6naronapHa, €CJIA THI XOTh
HEMHOI'0O paCCKaZxKelllb, 9YTO OH U3 ce0s IIpeacCTaBIIdeT.

Kak oHa He CTapalaCh BEIBECTHU YIIEPTOI'O JIKMCA Ha HymeBHBIfI Pa3roBOpP, B OTBET el T0CTaBaIoCh
JINIOb MOJT9aHHUE U HYCTOfI B3TJIA0, CMOTpHLLII/IfI Kyaa YTOOHO, HO TOJIbKO He Ha Hee. CII0BHO TIOHSB,
4YTO 00 Hee MEBEITAI0TCA JOHECTH, OHA PE3KO0 IIOOHAIACE C Kpasd KPOBATH U HAIlPpAaBUJIAaCh K BEIXOOY.

-JIagHo, 51 He cTaHy TeOs...

®OKC HEOXKUIOAHHO [T CaMoTro cebs, BIPYT CXBATHUII ee 3a PYKY, KOT[a OHa y2Ke Obljla T0TOBa CTYIUTh
Ha nectHuly. Mide 0T HeoXXKUOAHHOCTH HEMHOTO0 B3aporuyna. OHa rmopymara, 4YTo OH ceddac yoapuT
ee UK CHeJlaeT Yero Moxyxe, 3a TO, 4YTO OHa Tak 37100HO Haj HUM nopamytuia. Ho mokasas cBoe
MCTUHHOE JIUII0, el Ka3ayoch, 4To0 OOKC BCe IOHST U He CTaHeT 0oJIblie 3UThCS Ha HuX. OgHAKo, B
€ro yCTpallaIleM, TOJIOMHOM B3TJIA[le OHA MPOYHUTaja 3/10CTh. Ero c710Ba rpOMOM OTO3BAJIKCh B €€
T'0JIOBE, 3aCTAaBUB BCE TEJIO OIETIEHETh.

-THI BUMeNa 9T0, HE TakK NU? - 4eTKO mpoudHec OoKc.

B Ty xe cekynny, Ude nmoHsAna, 0 94eM UAeT peyb.

-Otniyctu MeHst! MHe 00bHO! - THEBHO IIPUKPUKHYJIA OHA.

Ho ®okc He mogmaBascst Ha 3Ty MPOBOKAIIMIO U ellle CUJIbHEee CXKaJl ee KUCTh y ce0s B JIaIOHHU.

-Ckaxu Mue!



OH CMOTpeI B ee T7la3a MOJIHbIe YyBCTBA BUHEL. M B TOT MOMeHT, POKC MOHSI, UTO 06pes CBUNeTe s
CBOEY HUYTOKHOCTU ¥ OE€CIIOMOIITHOCTH, HE CYyMEB CKPHITh TO, YTO TOKJISJICS 00JIbIe HUKOTHA
HUKOMY He IOoKa3kiBaTh. OCO3HAB 3TO, OH pa3Xkai pyKy, otmnycTtus Mde. Ta HuUero mogo0HOTO He
OJKW[IaB, CTOSINIA Y MIOMHOXKUS JIECTHUIIE He Pelasich chenaTh ¥ mary. OHa 3aMeTumna, 4To mof
OenbIMM KyOpsIMU OTIYIIEHHOHN TOJIOBEI HAa OMHOM M3 I'1a3y 00pa3oBajach MajeHbKast CIIE3MHKA, YTO
aKKypaTHO CKAaTHUIach 10 OIeTHON IeKe ¥ MMpoIliana B yroike pra. Mde moHsIa, YTO MPOBUHUIACH, HO
Maxke TOCJe 9TOT0, KAaKOK-TO AYPHOM CTla3 3aCTaBUJI €€ TOBOPHUTH.

-ITpocTtu MeHs. §1 Bumena ee, Korga o6Tupana Tebs. ITo KneiMo. PaneHckas MeTKa. YToOk Bce
IpefaTed ¥ YOUUIE [0 KOHIA XKU3HU 3HAJIH, KeM SBIISIOTCH. ..

-Yxomu... - Tuxo cka3an ®oxc.
-I[IpocTu, 51 He 3HaNa 4TO Ojis Te0s. ..
-Yxomu! Vxonou otcropa! ITomina BoH!

T'onoc pe3ko meperen B KpUK 00MxkeHHOT0 pebenka. [Tocmenuee, uto Buneina Mde, mepen Tem Kak
CKPBITBCS 3a ITOTOJIKOM, 9TO pasrHeBaHHOe NK10 PoKca, YTO OBIJI0O HACTOIBKO CTPALIHEIM, YTO
3amneyartsiesioch B ee IaMsATH KaK CHHOHUM CJIeIIOro oT4assHusg. Y HeKui cTpax 3aCTaBUJI ee MyJen
BBLIJIETETH U3 Morpeba, CBIIIA B Ce[ CJI0Ba MPOKIISITUHM U OCKOPOIEHUH, IT0Ka UX IIOTOK He OBLI
TIEPEKPHIT IePEeBSHHBIM JIIOKOM. Torfla He3HaKOMble IPYT APYTY JIIOAU Cpa3y XKe y3Hanu cebs ¢
Pa3HBIX CTOPOH. M B 3Ty TEMHYI0 HOYb, HUKTO U3 HUX HE CyMeJl 3aCHYTb 0€3 MBICIIA O TOM, YTO
cOeran 4TO-TO HEPaBUIBHO U CKa3as YTO-TO He To. PadymeeTcs, Kpome cTapuka CMuKa, 9TO BO
BpeMs X IIyMHOM Gece[ibl YIOTHO ITOCAIBIBall B COCeIHEN KOMHaTe Ha MSATKOM Kpeclie, laxke He
YIOCYKUBIIKUCH Pa3IeThCH.
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