OHa moHs1a, YTO ['appy ePexkKuII TO Ke caMoe, YTO ¥ OHA caMa: OH He CHeJiajl HUYero IJI0X0ro, a
9TH yKaCHBIE JTIOIY HaKa3bIBAIOT €r0 TOIBKO TOTOMY, YTO MOTYT. TONBKO B €€ ClIy4ae MaTh X0Tela
IIPEBPATUTD €€ B IIOCIYIIHYIO IEBOUKY B 2KEHCKOM TeJle, KOTopas Oy[eT meiaTh BCE, YTO ef CKaXKeT
MyK4KHa.

Ho 3To0 Oblna He OHa.

OHa nepecTasna XHBIKaTh U C JOCafoX ITOAyMasia O TOM, KaKMMU [OJIKHbI ObITh ee COOCTBEHHbIE
moyepu B OyAylIeM: TTYTIBIMHU, ITOCIYIIHBIMU U IpeJaHHbIMUA CeMephiM. MajleHbKHe KYKJIHI,
KOTOPBIMU MOXKHO YIIPaBIISITh.

Bo3M0KHO, ee THeB TOBOPUII 3a Hee, HO Muepa He XkKeJlana OOMyCTUTh, YTOOH TOKOOHOE CIIyYUIIOCh C
Cancoii 1 Apben.

YTpoMm 3a 3aBTpakoM oHa Opocuia HemOBOJIbHEIN B3TJIS HA MaTh, ¥ Y TOM XBATHUIIO HATJIOCTH
OTBETHUTD €M TEeM Ke, HO B3TJISM OTIIA 3aCTaBUII ee caepxKaThcs. [1o KpaitHel Mepe, OH OBIT Ha ee
CTOpPOHE, YeM OHa ce0s U yTelana.

Ho 3T0 OBII0 HE €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO BOJTHOBAJIO €€.

Ona noBepHyIacsk K JIIOBUHY U CKa3aJa.

"MHe CHOBa IIPUCHUJICS COH".

JI10BUH KMBHYII: éMy yKe paccKa3biBaju 00 3TOM OCTPOBE, PACIOIOKEeHHOM Heflaneko oT Ckaroca,
KOTOpPOro He ObIJIO HU Ha OMHOU KapTe. HeKoTopoe BpeMs OH gyMall, 4YTO OHa UMeeT B Buny CKeliH,
HO Ha 9TOM OCTPOBe OBIJI JIeC, KOTOPOTO HUKOTMa He Ovl1o Ha HeM. OH, Kak ¥ OHa, ObII 03aflaueH TeM,
YTO el MPUCHUIICS 3TOT CTPAHHKEIN OCTPOB, a Muepa Obljla yBepeHa, YTO OH CyIIeCcTByeT. Majo KTo
OTIIPABJISJICSI B TY CTOPOHY, YTOOBI HE CTONKHYTLCS C KaHHKMOAIaMu, XKUBIIUMHU Ha CKaroce u
CkelfHe, TaK YTO MBICJIb O TOM, YTO OCTPOBA IIPOCTO HETY Ha KapTax, Oblyia BIIOJIHE BEPOSTHOM.

"¢ xouy monpo0OoBaTh B ITOCTIEIHUN Pa3 MPOBEPUTH, CYILIECTBYET JIX OH, B OMOIMOTEKE MHOTO KapT U
cxeM. MoxeT OBITh, CTOMT UX ITPOCMOTPETh. f 3HA0, YTO 3TO MAJIOBEPOSITHO, HO 3TO YCIIOKOUT MOIO
ronoBy". OHa IIOIIpOCUIa ero ¢ yMOJISIOUIAM BATOM.

OH BBITJISIAE HECKOJIPKO HEYBEPEHHEIM, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB KUBHYJI B 3HaK COTJIacusd, ¥ OHA,
yNBIOHYBIIKCH, TTIOTacKiia IIaMs B KOTJIaX. Ee IPOeKT 110 nepefieNike 3eIuil ¥ TOMy IIOH0OHOTO U3 ee
IIpeXHero MyUpa IpoaBUTrajiCca Me[JIeHHO, HO yclellltHo. HeKoToprle UHTpPeqUEeHTH 3[eCh
OTCYTCTBOBAJIX B 9TOM MUPeE, II03TOMY OHa MCIIOJIb30Bajla CBOM 3HAHUS B 00/1aCTH XUMUH, YTOORI
HalTH OOXOMsIINe 3aMeHUTeNH!, a JIloBUH Bcerga OBl TOTOB IIOMOYbE €if, OH ObLT eIUHCTBEHHBIM
YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOMY TakK e, Kak U eii, HpaBUI0Ch OTKPHIBATh YTO-TO HOBOE, C YIHIOKOM IMogyMara
Muepa.
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3aTeM OHU OTIIPABUIKNCH B OuOIMOTEKY BuHTEPdEIa, KOTOpAast XOTh U He Obl/Ia TaK BeJIMKa, Kak
6ubnuoteka LluTazmeny, HO B Hell ObIJI0 MHOTO CTAphIX KHUT, KOTOPLEIe TPYAHO OBLIO HAlTH Ire-nubo
ele B 9ToM Mupe. bubnuoTeka Oblyla OYeHb XOPOIIIa [IJIs TeX, KTO JII0OKI YUTATh, HO OblIa OYeHb
IIJI0XO OPTaHM30BaHa, MOCKOJIbKY MHOTHE JIIONY TOMaMU PACCTAaBIISIIU BCe 110 CBOEMY YCMOTPEHHUI0, U
HUKTO He YOOCYKUBAJICS ee YIOPSIoouYnuTh. Muepa u JIoBUH moobeniany Opyr APYTY 3aHSITHCS 3TUM,
KOTZla Y HUX TIOSIBUTCSI BPEMSI.

HyxHble UM KapThl ObUIM pa30pocaHbl IOBCIOAY, U MOTPe0oBaIoCh HEMaJIoO BpeMeHH, YTOOR HalTh
XOTs1 OBl TIOJIOBUHY U3 HUX, HO KOT/la COJTHIIE HayaJio OIyCKaThCsS 3a TOPU30HT, Muepa obHapyxXuia
IIOCJIEJHIOI0 KapTy, CIPSITaHHYI0 B 04€Hb CTapOM AHEBHUKE, OCTAaBJIEHHOM OOHUM U3 CTapKoB, B TO
BpeMsi, Korfa OHHM elre Obutr KoponigMu CeBepa. OHa OCTOPOKHO II0JI0XKHKJIA CTapyio KapTy Ha CTOMN U
pas3BepHyia ee. OHu c JIFOBUHOM YBUOETH, YTO Tpy0Oo0, HO HEBEPOSTHO MOpoOHOM KapTe CeBepa U
ero mobepexbs, MOJIKHO ObITh, TBICSYM JIET, U, HECMOTPS Ha BO3PACT, OHA BCE eIlle B XOPOIlIeM
COCTOSTHUY. BHeIIHUe Kpas nepraMeHTa ObLIM UCIIMCAHBl PYHUYECKUMU CUMBOJIAMU, U XOTS OIS
JIroBMHA OHM HUYEro He 3HAYUIIH, IJIsT MUEpPH! C ee MO3HAHUSIMU U3 WHOT'0 MUPA OHU OBINTM SICHHL. JTO
OBLIM PYHBEI COXPaHEHUs, YTO 0OBSICHSIIO, T0YeMY KapTa TaK HOJIT0 CMOIJla OCTaBaThCS B
COXPaHHOCTH.

Ona BHUMaTENIbHO U3y4YnIia KapTy: Ha Hell Oblnu 4eTKo 0003HaueHbl Buntepdenn u CTeHa, a TaKke
IIOCeJIeHUs, KOTOPHIX OOJIbIIIe He CYIIeCTBOBAJIO, ¥ BEIMEpIIe JoMa, Takue Kak [lom Ambep,

'punsyn, ®umep ¢ Kamenucroro bepera u Paiineprl. OHa ocMoTpesia mobepexkbe U YBUEIA, YTO OHO
YOUBUTEIHLHO TOYHO 0003HAYEHO, laXke MaJleHbKHe OCTPOBa U pU(HI TIIATEIbHO pa3MeyueHsl. JII0BUH
OB TTOpakeH U yKe IMOHKWMaJ, 4To Tenepk B LluTamenu OyayT MpuUcTaabHO 00CyXAaTh BOSMOXKHOCTH
[TepBoix Jltogeii, MOCKOMBKY 9Ta KapTa Oblna co3/aHa ellle 10 BTOPXKEeHUS aHIaloB U
IEeMOHCTPUPOBaa BEICOKUYM YPOBEHDb Pa3BUTHUS, KOTOPHIM MHOTHE T0/larajayd HeJOCTUXKUMBIM TS
[TepBoix JItopmen.

Omnako Muepa Oblla HEMHOTO pa3oyapoBaHa: MPHCMOTPEBINUCE, OHa YOeOuIach, YTO OCTPOBA HE
CYIIIECTBYET, YTO BCE 3TO €¥ IPOCTO MPUCHUNIOCh. OHA B MTOCTEOHUM Pa3 OKWHYIA B3TIISIIOM
OKPECTHOCTH ¥ YIUBJIEHHO aXHYIIa.

Hepaneko ot CkeiliHa u Ckaroca HaXOOUJICS 3TOT OCTPOB.

YV Hero He ObIIO HA3BaHUS, HO KapTa OBIIIO BUTHO, UTO OH CYIIIECTBYET.

"MBI DOJIKHEL Tyfla OTIIPaBUThLCA". CKa3asia Muepa, 00pagoBaBIINCh BO3MOXKHOCTH Y3HATh OOJIbIIE O
CBOEM CTPaHHOM CYIIeCTBOBAaHUU U O TOM, IOUYEMY el CHUTCS 3TO MecTo. OnHako JIr0BUH
HaXMYPUIICI U CKa3all.

"Jlemgu CTapk, 3TO HeOOBIYHAS HaXO0fKa, HO BCe XK€ OHa BPS JIM YTO-TO 3HAYUT. YUUTHIBAS OJIU30CTh K
Ckarocy, s COMHeBaCh, UTO TaM OyIyT XKUTh JIIOAU UJIK YTO TaM eCTh KaKue-TO MOJIe3HbIe
rcKomaeMbie". JIIOBUH MPEeJoCTEPEr ee, HO OHa He OTBOAMIIA B3T/IsAMAA.



"Ecnu s X049y, 4TOOBI CHBI TPEKPATUIIXCh, S NOJI?KHA BRISICHUTH UX NpU4uHy". OHa cKa3aja eMy 9T0
Tak, OyZnTo OblyIa rOpa3zfo cTaplile CBOUX IOHBIX JIET.
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[To3xke Mepa moKa3asa ApeBHIO0 KapTy 1opay CTapKy, KOTOPHIH ObIT 0YeHb BIeYaT/ieH, 0COOEHHO
KOTZla YBU[IEJI, YTO aBTOPOM KapTHl OblIK ero ke npenku. OH Obln yOuBIeH, 00HapPyKUB OCTPOB,
KOTOPBIY He OB OTMEYEH HU Ha OMHOM u3 00jee MO3IHUX KapT, HO 3TO OBIIO HEYIUBUTEIIBHO,
TIOCKOJIBKY OH HAaXOMUJICS [aJIeKO OT IPUBBIYHBIX MOPCKUX IIYTEH, U BPSII K OB KTO-TO CTPEMUJICS
TyHa IOMacTh.

Ckopee Bcero, 61710 ObI TyCTOM TPAaTOM BPpEMEHH OTIIPABIATHCS TYAa C SKCIeOUuLrel, YToOk!
IIPOBEPUTDH TOUHOCTH KapThl, HO Hef B riyOuHe OyIIM IOHUMAJ, YTO 3TO 0YEHb BaXKHO. [1oaTOMYy,
T4 Ha OOYb C YMOJISIOUIMMY T'Jla3aMy Ha JIUIle, OH CKa3all.

"Xopot1o, 5 BCe yCTpow".

Jlyge3apHas ynbel0Ka, KOTOPOM ofapuia ero 4o4b, BEI3Baja y/IbI0Ky Ha ero coOcTBeHHOM nuile. OHa
yXKe 3aHsIa CBoe MecTo B ucrtopuu CeBepa, IOfapyuB UM CTEKJIO ¥ HOBBHIE JIEKapCTBa, TaK 4TO OH
YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO 00513aH el 3TO! I0e30KOH.

OH OBl IPOCTO ITOCTIAJ Ty[a OTPSIA HaleKHBIX JTI0fIeH, HO, BU/s, KAKUMU B3TJISIIaMU OHapPUBAIOT APYT
IpyTa Jo4b U JKeHa, PeILuI, YTO JIy4llle BO3TJIABUTh SKCIIEOUIINI0 CAaMOMY U B3STh C c060it Muepy.
Kak mpaBuso, oH HUKOrfa Okl He B3sJ1 ¢ c060ii B CTONIb OTIACHOE Iy TEIIECTBUE MOJIOAYIO NEBYIIKY,
TeM 6osiee COOCTBEHHYIO J0Yb, HO TO, KaK I0Yb U KeHa CMOTPEeNIX OPYT Ha Apyra... CJI0BHO
IEeHCTBUTEILHO He JTIOOUTH UK Jake HeHABUOEH APYT OPYyTa, 3aCTaBJIsANIO er0 CePAlle Pa3phIBaThCH.
V3Bl MaTEPH U [OYEPH JOJIKHEI OBITH ODHUMU M3 CaMBIX KPEIIKUX U CBSIIEHHHIX, HO 3[I€Ch, TOX0XKE,
OHU UCKpPeHHe He JI00UIN OPYT Apyra. TeM 0ojiee YTO ero KeHa TOIbKO YTO 00bsIBUIIa, YTO CHOBA
3abepeMeHela 1, CKOpee BCEro, POOUT peOeHKa yXKe B TeYeHUEe HECKOIbKUX JIYH, TaK YTO EMYy 04EHb
XOTEJIOCh CHSTh C Hee 3TOT CTPeCC.
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