Ounysmmcs, [IsH [IxKy o6HapyXkuna cebd B KaKou-TO He3HAKOMOU KoMHaTe. Eé miedo OvI0
TepeBsi3aHo OMHTAMH, a OfleXK/la 3aMeHeHa Ha YUCTHIN Oeslblit XxanmaT. MBICIH [EeBYIIKY [OJITO He
MOTJI IPUUTH B HOPMY U3-3a HeJTaBHUX COOBITHH.

Mbsii XyaH BeikUJIa. YKyH OHIISY BHICTynaeT 3a XyaH, a Jlu Oyxya ObUT 1000BHUKOM UK OIU3KUM
4YeJI0BEKOM I'JIaBHOU 'ePOMHHU, HO OHa ero yOuna u...

«Huyero He MOHKMMAal0», — CXBAaTUBIIKCH 3a TOJIOBY, H}Ky CéJjla Ha Kpaﬁ KPOBATH, ITIEITASACh YCIIOKOUTH
HaIlpsiZkKeHWe B MBICTIAX, KaK BOAPYTI' B KOMHATY BOPBAJIMCh TPHU 3HAKOMEIX JIMIIA 1k): H}Ky

— Cectpuua [IXKy, TH OYHYy/IaCh! — KaK OOUH BOCKJIMKHYNY KyaHn u Kuy, iprceB psimoM ¢ paHeHOU
CECTpOii. YBUIEB XKUBLIX U 3[0POBLIX POOHEIX, cepale 1Ky OyATO OTTasio0 OT X0JIOfa, U OHa C TPYLOM
CcOoepxXKuBaja CJe3bl CYacThs.

— Yo mpou30I1I0? — HEeYyBEPEHHO 3afiajia BOIIPOC 3aKIMHATENbHUIIA, BCe eIlé HaXO/sCh B
TIOJTyApEMeE.

— Hmnepatop JIu ®yxya MepTB, IOTOMY BOCCTAHNE MOXKHO CYUTATh YCIEIIHbM, — O€TrJI0 MOSCHUT
[IIsH BaugyH, CTOS BO3/e paHEHOU J0YEpPH.

— Bor kak... — npoMsiMnuma [y, IIocjie 4ero B3gPOrHyIa, CJIOBHO OT yAapa 4, pe3kKo 00epHYBILIHChH
K POOHBIM, KpuKHyna: — Yto ¢ du YeHrom?

— OH Taxk ke OblI paHeH, HO yXe IPUIEI B ce0s ¥ BOCCTAHABIMBAET CUIIbL, — oTBeTu LlIsH KyaH,
KOTOPOMY, Ka3aJ10Ch, BCIIOMMHATEL 06 MMmepaTope YeHre He 0YeHb-TO U XOTEJIOCh.

— Bce 6narogaps Umnepatpuile Xyan! — ropao 3agsuna [llsu Kuy. — OHa Hac cracnia, a moTomM
oMorJia paHeHBIM. U oka3anocs, 4To Masii XyaH Ha Hallleil CTOPOHE, 300P0BO, Ja? — roBOpHUIa
MafIIas CeCTPUIIA, Y KOTOPOH yibiOKa Oblna 4o yIed, Bedb OHa BHOBb BCTPETHUIIA JIYYINYIO TIOOPYTY.

— W BmpaBpy... 3MopoBo, — 0e3 BocTopra nporosopuia IlIsH [IXKy, BcioMuHas B3Taa Mok XyaH.

«OHa OepKUT Ha MeHs 00Oy 3a MpoIoe?» — gyMala OeBYIIKa, HO COBCEM He 3TO BHI3BAJIO Y HEE
nedvanb. May XyaH sIB/IsiIach MOMCTUHE UEAJIOM KPAcOTH U NOOPOTEL, IO CpaBHEeHUIO ¢ Helt I11aH
Ky Obllla He3aMeTHOU TeMeHbI0, OTOPOIIEHHOM CUSHIEM T'JIaBHOW TePOUHHU.

B nportom Iax Ky ObI HE 3a YTO HE UCIIBITaJIa TAKMX YYBCTB, HO celyac, BCoMuHas o A YeHre
1 00 X CBSI3W B pOMaHe C TJIaBHOTO TePOUHEN, MeByIKe OblI0 cTpalnHo. CTpaIHo, YTO TePoii MOUAET
10 CIOKETY, OCTaBIIKUCh C TOM, KTO IpegHaYyepTaH eMy aBTOPOM.

«3TO peBHOCTB...?» — CXKHMad IIPOCTEIHH, C mocagor oco3Hala ,[[}Ky, KOTOpPadA HUKOI'Id PAHbIIE HE
IET/IsSIIach TakK 3a KOro-imbo.



— HasepHoe, [I3H [[XKy HY>KHO OTHOXHYTH, — 3aMeTUB [IepEMEHYUBOE COCTOSIHUE NOUYEPHU, CKa3all
[Tsu Boiigys, 1 ceMbs IOKKHYIA TOKOU [[Ky OCTaBUB €€ HaeJUHE CO CBOMMHU MBICIIS.

Ho IIIsn [IKy Kak pa3 ceiiyac He KeJaja IIOrpyKaThCsa B ce0s U 0YeHb X0Tella yBUaeTh AH YeHra,
IIOTOMY BBIMAS BCETO B OMHOM 0eJIoM XajiaTe, AeBYIIKa II0Iljia Ha ITOMCKY TJIaBHOTO Teposi, HO OHa

IOHSITUS He MMeJla THe ero OKOU U 0 BOJIK JKEeCTOKOM CyabOBl HAaTKHY/Iach Ha APYTOT0 MyXK4UHY,
KOTOPOTO XKeJlajla HUKOTa B XKU3HU He BULETh.

— BHI y2Ke BOCCTaHOBUNIUCEL? — C YAUBJIEHUE 3afall Bopoc YxkyH JHau. He xemas pa3roBapusaTth C
HEeHaBUCTHHIM MyxkKeHbKoM, IIaH [IKy mombeiTanach 060MTH €ro, HO KPemKoe MyKCKOe TeJo
TIEPETOPONHUIIO €M MyTh. — BEI 3MUTECh Ha MEHSA? — MIPOJOJIKUII TOBOPUTD T'Oy00TIa3kil MyKYKHA.

— XOTHUTe CKa3aTh, Y MEHS HET IPUYUHEL Ha 3T0? — PABKHYIA XKy, 0TBens B3rJan OT YXKyH
JHJI9MHA.

— Pa3yMeeTcs{ €CTh, TaK, KaK U y MEH{, — O0Tpe3aJl MyXK4YHMHa, CJIOZKUB PYKH Ha I'PyOH.

— Yto?

— IIsx [IKy, CKOJIBKO pa3 Bl IIpefaBaiu MeHSA? A CKOJIBKO pa3 UCIO0JIb30BajIu B CBOUX LENIAX? —
HayvaJl IPUIIOMUHATh YKyH DHJIY I'Pexu CBoer kKeHbl. — OKOHYATEJIbHO 1 pa304apoBasiCs B Bac
TII0CJIe TOTO, KaK YBUAEJ, YTO BBl MCIIOJIb3yETe MOM aMyJIeT, KOTOPBIA KOTHAa-TO YyeCHEIM 06pa3oM
IIponaj, — U3PeK MyXK4YMHa, CBEPJIs NEeBYIIKY B3TJIALOM.

[IIau [IXy omycTumia riasa, IOHUMas, YTO €€ OTUMTHIBAIOT KaK MaJleHbKOT0 pefeHKa, YKpaBIlIero u3
Mara3vuHa KOH(ETHI.

— [Isu [y, BB BeIb HAMHOTO XyXKe, 4eM KaKeTeCh, — IIPOI0IKHUII CBOU 00BUHEHUST UKYyH JHIIIH,
He CBOMS XOJIOMHOTO B3TJIsAa C 3aKJIMHATEIbHUIIE, [AJIsT KOTOPOU JaHHBIE CJTOBA OBITM KaK HOX II0
6onpHOMY. — He mmoHMMal0, Kak 3a Bac BCe ellé KTO-TO NePKUTCS, HO YBepPeH, — HaKJIOHUBIIHUCH K
IIeBYIIKE U MTOYTH Illenya, 3aKOHYHUJI CBOU SIOBUTHIE CJI0Ba T'Oy00TrIa3biii MyK4MHa. — JTO
HEHaJ0JITo.

[Tocne maHHBIX 00BUHEHUM, YXKYH DHII9M JIETKOM ITOXOOKOM IIOIIENT TPSIMO 110 KOPUOOPY, OCTaBUB
OIIYCTHBIIYIO TOJI0BY OEBYIIKY CTOSTh B ODMHOYECTBE.

«A Bedb OH B YEM-TO IIpas...» — IIOAYMaJIOCh ,]:[}Ky 1 BCe XKeJjlaHue IIOCKOpee YBUETh An Yenra
IIpoIIaio, u el XOTeJoCh 3aBEPHYTLCA B Oiesdjila U OCTAThCsA TaM HaBCET'Oa, YT0O HUKTO U HUKOTTIa eé
He BHUEIL.

«BHITE 37107ieeM 1719 BCero Mupa... Kakas xke y MeHs IIpekpacHas poJib. Ho ecnu g ocTanack Ojis BcexX
3JI0I€MKOM, HeCMOTPS Ha BCe CTapaHUs, MOXeT NK fH YeHT, 1ocye BCeX CBOUX CJIOB, 0TKA3aThCA OT
HUX U ITOXKeJIaTh OCTaThCs ¢ Mait XyaH?» — CTOUIIO NMUIIE [IXKY IomyMaTh 00 9TOM, KaK 3a OKHOM OHa



yBHUIENa OCIeNUTeNIbHO KPACUBYIO IIaPOYKYy, TPOTYIUBAOIIYIOCS 110 IIapCKOMY IBOPY.

Cepaue Isn XKy c3kanoch Mpu Bue BI0OIEHHBIX T'1a3 Moaii XyaH, HarpaBieHHbIX Ha fAH YeHra,
KOTOPHBIM YTO-TO TOBOPHUJI CTOSIIIEN PSIAOM OEBYIIKE, HO 3TO OBIJIM JIUIIH IBETOUYKHU, Befb cTouso IIaH
Ky yBUIeTh PyMsHell Ha IleKaX IJIaBHOTO Teposi, Kak e€ cepAlle, Ka3auioch, IPOTKHYIU OCTPHIM
HOXKOM, ¥ HOTU IIpefaTeIbCKU MOOKOCUIIUCDH, U OHA PYXHYJla Ha IOJI.

«0O yeM s BooO1Ie gymana... McmpaBuTs cioxkeT? Co3nath Ojisi cebst uoeanbHBIA MUD U OBITH
CYaCT/IMBOM C TJIaBHEIM repoeM? YTo 3a 4yllk....» — 00JIb B IIJIede faBajia 0 cebe 3HaTh, HO CEPALIE
Oonemno cunbHel. Bomb B Tene, B [yllie, B TOOBE... F13-3a BCETO 3TOTO, IEBYIIKE XOTEJI0Ch KpUYaTh U
phiIaTh, HO OHa He MOra 3Toro caenath. OHa yKe HAYEro He MOrja.

— CTONBKO TPYIIOB CErOfgHs yOpaiu... — IOCIBIMIANCS ronoc Hepaneko oT [1Isx 1Ky 1, 00epHYBIIUCS,
OHa yBHfeJa CiyT, O0NTalIKuX MeXay co00ii, He 3aMeTUB B YIJIy [EBYIIKY.

— ITa y, HY a 4TO elé MOXKHO OblJIO 0KUAaTh 0T MMnepatpunsl [Ixy? He youBiioch, eCliv OHa caMa
JKe ¥ X0Tesia 00JIbIlle KPOBU, — YCMEXHYJICS BTOPOM M3 CHIYT, a JIUJIOBO-T0JIy0Oble TIa3a OeBYIIKH
IIOMPAYHeIH elré CUIbHEeH.

— U ue roBOpH. Ecnu OBl He Hallla TOCIIOXKaA XaYH, CMEepTH BOBCE ObLH OBl O€CCMBICTIEHHEI.

— 39T0 TOoYyHO. TONBKO NpeficTaBb, YTO OBIJIO OBI, ecyiy OBl Halllel rocrokoy Osita 66l IIaH [IXKy, a He
Halra Munas Mau Xyan? Kako# Obi1 Gl yKa... — He CMOT IOTOBOPHUTH CIIyTa, IIOTOMY KakK BTOPOH,
YBU[IEB CTOSIIIYIO B YTJIy JEBYIIKY, MUTOM 3aKPhII POT CBOEMY OPYTY.

BbICTpO MMepPeriIdaHyBIInCh, ABO€ MaJIbYHUINEK ITOKJIOHUIINCh OEBYIIKE, KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO YTO
O6CY}KH8.HI/I U1 IIOJINBAJIX I'PSA3BI0, © MUTOM IIOMYaJIUCh IIPOYB, 6osich IlIaH H}Ky KaK OTr'Hd.

«Kak xe 6ecut!» — Tonbko [[Ky mogyMmara, YTo el cTajo IJieBaTh Ha CIyXH, KakK onsaTh. Ho Bce Xke,
Gosblile Bcero geByuIKy 6ecusno cpaBHeHue. OHa C caMOro IepBoOro AHS 3Haja, YTO He POBHS XyaH,
HO KOT'Zla pa3HUIla CTaja Tak BeluKa, [IKy MOHsJIa, YTO KakK Obl OHA He cTapajiachk, HO BCE PABHO
3710felika BO BceM OyZeT yCTyIaTh IJ1aBHOU reporHe U 3TO OOJIBHO.

)%k

[IsH [IxKy BepHYyJIach B CBOU IIOKOH, PELIUB J0XKAaThCA fH YeHra TaM, Befb TJIaBHBIM I'epOy, Y3HAaB O
npoOyKIeHNU CBOer JTI0OMMOM JOJI2KEH MUTOM IIPUUTH U HaBECTUTH e€. [1o KpaliHe Mepe, Tak
nymana [I2Ky, HO K Be4epy e€ YBEPEHHOCTb B 3TOM IIOAKOCUIIACH.

Cups y okHa, [IXKy He IOHUMATa, noyeMy JdH YeHT Bce elll€ He HAaBECTUII €€, Be[lb OH TaK
Oecmokouics 0 Hel, U, BCIOMUHas MUJIYI0O TapO4yKy B cafdy, [[Ky BCeMU CHUIaMU CTapaiach YHITh
PEBHOCTB Y MJI0XHE MBICIIU BHYTPU.



BHe3anHo, B MOKOHX 3aKJIMHATEIbHUIIE IIOCTy4alld, U KdK Y2KadJIEHHad JEBYIIKa nobexana K OBepu,
HaesaChb KPEIIKO OOHSITh CBOET0 J'IIO6I/IM01"O, HO BMeCTO HeT0 Ha IIOpore KOMHATHI CTOAJT OAOs.

— Kak camouyBCTBrE MOeU NNIEMSIHHUILEI? — IIOMHTEPECOBAJICSI MyK4YKHA, HO YBUMEB B IJ1a3ax
[EeBYIIKY HAKOMUBILKECS CJIe3bl B3OPOTHYJI, TaK KaK HUKOTZa [IPeX[ae He BUEJ CBOX rOPAyIo U
CUJIBHYIO IIJIEMSHHUITY CTOJIb [TIOAABIEHHOU. — UTO CIy4usioch? MHe mo3Bath jieKaps? —
3abecnokourcs I1sn Yao.

— HeT-HeT, Bce B IOpAKe... — He YTeLIUTeNIbHO Iporosopuia IIsx 1Ky, cagsice Ha KpoBaTh. —
pafa, YTO C BaMHU BCe B MOPSIOKE OO, ¥ MHE TaK XKallb, YTO BaM MPUIIJIOCh BHOBH IOMACTh B PabCTBO
13-3a MOeH TYIIOCTH, — CMeHUJIa TEMY JIUI0BO-TONIy60rIa3as AeByIIKa.

— He roBopu raymocTy, Te TYT He BUHOBaTa. [la u 6marogaps Tebe BceoOIuii Bpar mobexueH, —
YIIBIOHYJICSL CepOoria3blil MyK4YUHa.

— He mHue, a Mait XyaH, — 6pocuna [IXKy, OTyCTHB rjasa.

— Het, — TBepmo KBy MyXk4WnHa, u3-3a 4ero lIsx J[IXy nogHsna yOouBIeHHEI I71a3a. — IMeHHO TH
pemmiachk UaTu B 60i, a [0 TeOs CTOIBKO JIeT BCe TOIBKO OOSITIUChH U OTCUKUBANIK CBOM 3aHULILI, TaK
4TO, ecny Obl He THI, He ObUIO0 OBl T0Oe[El, — IPOTOBOPUII AsAs1, BEI3BAB Y IVIEMSIHHUIL yOUBIICHUE.

Korpga-To 3TOT 4eoBeK, xKeCTOKO IpefaBIInil €€, ceiyac IMEITAaeTCS BOOAYIIEBUTH CBOIO
POOCTBEHHUIY HOOpHIMU clToBaMu. Bee ke, JI3Ky TOYHO MOHSTIA, YTO JIIOAU MEHSIOTCS, KaK B JIYYINYIO,
TaK ¥ B XY[IILIyI0 CTOPOHY.

— Cnacubo, gsans. MHe monerdasno, — HaKOHeI] YIbIOHyachk XKy, ¥ YBUIEB, UYTO HAaCTPOEeHUE
IJIEMSIHHUIIEL IToAHSA1I0Ch, 11IsH Yao mmoBenarn:

— Ecnu TH X0po1110 ce6st 4yBCTBYEIlb, TO 3aBTPa MOXKEM BCe OTIIPABISATHCS TOMOH.

— Moii oTer] IPOCTHUII Bac, OAAA? — YOUBUIACh TAKOM MUJIOCTU CBOETO OTIIa AEBYIIKA.

— He coBcewm. [loBepue eIle HyKHO 3aCIyKUTh, HO, TO YTO OH HEe X04YeT MeHs YOUTh yKe GOJIbIIOoH
TTIOC, KaK CUMTAEIh? — IIPOTOBOPHII MyXKYKMHA U TOJILKO TOra 2Ky BHe3aITHO BCITIOMHHUIIA.

— TTopmoxnute... [Jomo#? Ho f... — 3aMsinach 3aK/IMHATEIbHUIIA, KOTOPAs XOTh ¥ X0TeNa OBITh C
POIOHBIMHE, HO U JKejlajla XKHUThb C JTI0OUMBIM.

— YT0 He Tak? — yAUBUJICA MyXKUKHA.

— dun Yenr, — 6pocuna [[Ky, IPOKOIXKUB. — MBI C UM 3aKJIIOYMIA JOTOBOP H...



— Ax YeHr ocTaeTcs 30eCh, — IIpepsBal 00BbsICHeHUS mieMsHHUIE 1158 Yao, BeI3Ban y TOM ITIOK.

— Yto0?

— A 18I He 3Hana? Mnepatop YeHT MoxKesan 0CTaThCA 31eCh, — I10Befall MyK4YMHa, BHOBb BBE[S
1Ky B IOTpsICEHUE.

— He moxert 6b1Th, — III3H [IKy cockoumia C MecTa U He XkKeJasi 00JIblle XaaTh CBOET0o Ireposi, caMa
PUHYyJIaCh K HEMY.

— Kyna Te1? — ycnen nuiub KpuKHYTH II3H Yao, Koraa geByllKa Iyjlel BEICKOYUIIa U3 CBOUX IIOKOEB.

«Y4T0-TO TYT He TakK. dH YeHT MOOUT MEeHS U 9TO IIOATBepKOaeT faxe CucTeMa, Tak 4TO OH He MOT He
HaBECTUTH MEHsI, a TeM 6ojiee OPOCUTH IIPOCTO TakK. f He Bepio B 3TO!» — HECSICh TI0 KOPUAOPY,
nymana [I2Ky, HO 3aiiist 3a yroJl BHe3aIlHO YBUeNa Ayllepa3aupalolye 3peulie, a UMEeHHO,
IeJTyIOIIUXCS TJIABHEIX T€POEB.

— Yro 3a... — He noHuMana IIIsH [IKy TaKoro IOBOPOTa COOLITUH, yKe TTOPSIIKOM CBOMSIINM €€
cyMa.

— Ox, rocioxa [y, BB y2Ke IOIPaBUNIACh? — C JOOPOTOM ITOMHTEpPecoBanach Mal XyaH y psigoM
CTOSIIEN OEBYIIKH.

— YT0 BCe 9TO 3HAUUT? — HE OTBETHB Ha TI00€3HOCTD, TOYTH 3aKpUUasla JIUI0BO-TOIy0orIa3as
[eBYIIKa, ITPX BUE BCEM 3TOM KapPTUHEL.

— O yewMm BB, rocroxa [IXKy? — ¢ HemoHMMaHUeM crpocuia Mau XyaH, a H YeHT cTos1 MoT4a,
cBepna [IXKy JeqsHBIM B3TJIAI0M, KOTOPEIM [0 3TOT0 HUKOTHA He CMeJl TPOHYThH €€.

B Kopupmope BO3HUKIIA TOJINA U3 3eBakK ciyT, ceMby 11130 1 YKyH SHIH C MTH0O0IEITCTBOM
CMOTPSILIUYN Ha TPEX MOJIOABIX JIIOfEN U OT 9TUX B3TIAO0B Ky cTasno He 1o cede.

— du YeHT, MBI MOXKEM TIOTOBOPUTDL HaeOuHe? — IBITasICh B3ITh 3a PYKY YEPHOTIIA30I'0 MYyKUYUHY,
nporoBopuiia Ky, HO HeOXKHIaHHO TJIaBHLEIN repoli pe3Ko ybpasl pyKy rpy6o KUHYB:

— Kak BB roBOpUTE CO MHOM? U ¢ yero 6kl MHEe BOOOIIE TOBOPUTH C BaMU?

[IIsu 1Ky pacKphina poT oT yaubieHus. OHa Obljla IOKKPOBaHa, OMYCTOIIeHa U IT0flaBeHa, HO fake
BO BCEM 3TOM COCTOSTHUY ITOHMMAJa, 9YT0 ¢ AdH YeHroM TOYHO YTO-TO He TaK. MyXK4YuHA CMOTPeI Ha
IeBYIIKY TakK, CIOBHO HEHABUIET €€ BCeM Cepflle U AYIIoi, HO JIXKy 3Hasla, YTO 9TO HellpaBfa.



— T'ocnioxa XyaH, 4To THI cfiesiana? — Opocuiia B3I Ha KPaCUBYIO IEeBYIIKY 3aKIMHATEIbHUIA, HO
Ta CTpousia U3 ce0s HeBUHHYIO XKEPTBY, UCITYTaHHO ITPOU3HECS:

— B ueMm rocnoxka [IXKy kejaeT 00BUHUATH MeHs? [laxKe MOCJe BCETo B BCE €I[€ OTHOCUTECH KO MHE,
Kak K paObiHe... A 5 Beib Jaxke He IIPOIIY OT Bac 01arogapHOCTH, TUIIb YYTOUKY IIOHUMaHUS 1
nobpa, — C TPYCThIO IPOU3HECHa AeBYIIKA U TYT XKe TOCIIHIIANKACh MIEMOTH B CTOPOHY 37104 TOCIIOXKYU
Iy, cMelome Tak rpy6o rOBOPUTH ¢ JoOPo¥ U xopotuedt mnepaTpurien.

Bce B3rmsimbl ObITH HAllpaB/IeHHEIE Ha Ky U TeIepb OHa IOHKMAJla, YTO 3HAUUT OBITh 3arHAHHOM
MEIIIBIO CPEOY TOJIOMHBIX KOTOB. Ho, HECMOTPS Ha CTpax, MeByIKa BCE eIé Hafesiach, YTO BCE 3TO
ITPOCTO CTPALIHKIM COH ¥ OTKPHIB I'/la3a OHa YBUAUT Hr00sIIero I YeHT, TOTOBOTO OTAATh CBOIO
JKU3Hb pagy He€, HO 9TO OB HE COH.

— l'ocnoxka [Ixy, UMnepaTtpuiia Mai mo6e3Ho 1103a00Tuiack 0 BCEX Bac, a BHI CMEETE €€ B Y4EM-TO
00BUHSATH? [laxke OJIst BAC 9TO CIIMIIKOM MEP3K0, — U3peK UKyH DHIM, MOAX0Ms K CBOEH CTapo
TOCIIOXKE.

— 4 He 00BUHSIO, a CIIpallIMBalo0, YTO CIIyYUIOCH? — IIBITAsICh He BHIUTHU U3 cebs, ToBopuia XKy
HAXO[IsICh Ha MUKe 6e3yMusi.

— Kaxertcst, rocioxy [IKy paccTpousio To, 4To MmmepaTop YeHT moxKasen 0CTaThCS 3[eCh, —
3aqyMuMBO Ipou3Heciia Mait XyaH. — Ho, rocrnozxka [IXKy, OH Benb 60sbllle He Balll pad U BE He
MMeeTe TPaBo JepxKaTh ero 0KoJo cebs, — yke Oymydu He Muion, 6pocuna mpeKkpacHas AeBYIIKa,
CBEPJIST CBOIO OBIBIITYIO TOCIIOXKY JIESTHBIM B3TJISIOM.

— 4 He mepxXKy, OH caM... — IOMIBITANIaCh OIIPaBaaTh cebs 3aKIMHATENIbHUIIA, HO BOPYT €€ mepebun
TOT, KOTO OHA II0JII00KIa BCEM CEPIIEM.

— XBaTUT yKe C MEHs Bammx npuka3oB, IIsn [Ixky. d ocTaiock 3mech 10 COOCTBEHHOU BOJIE, KOTOPYIO
IlaBHO yXKe UMEI0, ¥ TH He B CUJIaX MHE 3TO 3alpeTuTh, — rojoc AxH YeHra Ol 04eHb IPyd, CJIOBHO
OH 'OBOPUT C KAKUM-TO HUYTOXKECTBOM, a He C JII000BbIO BCEU CBOEH KU3HMU.

3akuHaATeNbHUIA OblTa BABOMHE IIIOKUPOBAHA, YCIIBIIIAB, KaK repoii 30BET €€, Befb paHblle AH YeHT
He Mor Ha3BaTh 1II3H [IXKy 110 UMEHH, JIUIIL «MOSI TOCIIOXKa», a ceryac...

[Baumanue! Yposens ITonHoii JIi06Bu rimaBHOTO repost cHusuics o 0!!!'] — yBemomuna CucrteMma,
BBI3BaJl B3PHIB B I'0JIOBE JIMJIOBO-TOJIyOOT1a30i 3aK/IMHATEIbHUIIHL.

Bosne [Isn [IXKy BCcTana eé CeMbs, a camMa [eBYIIKa IIOTYIIXIIa B34, He BePsS B IPOUCXOISIIIEe.
[ToHuMasi, 9YTO Halo COBCEM pa300paThCs, a ceryac 3To chefiaTh HEBO3MOXKHO, 12Ky BHOBb ITOAHSIIA
CBOM TNla3a Ha dH YeHra ¥ ropao CIpoCcuia:

— Tak 3Ha4uT, BH OTIIyCKaeTe MeHs? — BCe C HellOHUMaHueM cMoTpenu Ha 1 Yenra u IsH [I XKy,



He 3Had IIPpO JOTr0BOD, KOTOpBII7I OHU 3aKJIIOYHUIINA BI[BOéM.

— ¢4 HUKOT[a ¥ He IepKaJl Bac, TaK YTO MO OTBET «ga», — I'pybo OpoCcu MyK4YMHA, OTBEPHYBIIUCH
U [IOKAA IpoYb BMecTe ¢ Mo XyaH.

«OH He IIOMHHUT O OOTOBOpe!» — moHsa XKy y KOTOPOH C 3amlsCThs UCYE3 LIPaM O UX IIPOIIIOM
corose ¢ Mmnepatopom YeHroMm. «Mbsii, XyaH, 4TO 2Ke TH C HUM CHejlaja?» — CBEpJIs CIIUHY T€POUHY,
nyMana [y, HO Tak Xe TBepo 3Hasa:

«YTo OBI TH He cefnana, 1 BepHy fAH Yenra cebe!»

ok

Cups B KpacHbIX ofmestuusx, IlIsu [Ixky BMecTe ¢ UKyH DHII9H pa3phiBaiv CBOIO OpayHyIo0 CBsI3b. Bce
OBLIO cHOeslaHo OBICTPO, ¥ BCETr0 Yepe3 Yac MOJIOIbIe JTIoau O0JIbIlle He SBJIS/ICH CYIIpyraMu. 3a BCIO
1epeMoHuI0, HU [IKy, HM DHJI9MH He TPOPOHUIIM HU CJI0Ba, OyOy4YX B CBOMX MHIC/IAX. Korma e Bce

3aKOHYMJIOCH, TONTy0O0TIa3klii MyKYKHA BCTAJl ¥ BHINIEN U3 3ajla, OCTaBUB B HEM TOJILKO ceMbio [1I3H.

— Kaxk ke xoporro, 4To cectpuiia [IKy 60Jbille He COCTOUT B COI03€ C 9THM CAMOLOBOIBHBIM
MYKJIaHOM, — IIPUCEB PSIIOM C CECTPOH, MombITanach nogbomputs e€ [Ian Kuy, Ho [IKy BCe TakK ke
CMOTpesa B IOJI, AyMasi O CBOEM.

3a TPHU OHA OHa HECKOJIBKO Pa3 IIBITAaJIaCh IIOTOBOPUTE C An YeHnromM, HO TOT BCe BpeMs CTOPOHUIJICSA
€€, maxe Korma Mo XyaH He OBII0 pAOIOM. H3-3a 3T0T0 Y OEBYLIKH 3dPOOUIIOCE COMHEHHUE, d TOYHO
JIX C €€ JTIOOMMBIM YTO-TO cresnanyd Uik HET?

Bcé xe CucreMa TOYHO U SICHO IT0OKa3ajia CKOJIBbKO JIt00BU ocTanoch y AH Yenra K [IsH [IXy u
pe3yibTaT He pamoBa. [leByllKa IIOHUMaa, YTO C €€ JIIOOMMEIM YTO-TO CHeslalu, HO He 3Haa, 4To
VMEHHO, a BBISICHATH He ObLJI0 BpEMEHY, TaK KakK I10CJIe 3aBepIIeHUs PacTOPXKeHUs 6payHoro coro3a
BCIO ceMbi0 [II9H MATKO MOMPOCUN YUTH B CBOE LlapCcTBO, KOTOPOE UM BEPHYIIH.

Braro [IxXy gogyMarnach MOmpocuTh AH YeHra OTIYCTUTH €€, MHa4Ye YXOM AEBYIIKY MOT OBl 3HAYUTh
HapylleHue OOr0BOPa U CUJIbI 3aKJIMHATEIbHULIEL OBl VIIITH.

CoOupasi oOCTaTK{ BHIXKUBIINX, YK€ TOTOBBIE BO3BpalllaThCs IOMOii, ceMbs IIIsH He mocYuTanach
CBOEH POMICTBEHHHUIILI, KOTOPAs He MOTJIa CMUPUTHCS C MOPaXKeHWeM U 3Kejlajia BO YTO OBl TO HE CTaJio
HOPMAaJIbHO MTOTOBOPHUTE C AH YeHTroM.

Ho, 1o x&ecToKkoi# Bojie cynanr0bl, B KOMHATe JII00MMOT0 OHA Hallllla He ero, a TeporHio, KoTopas,
Ka3aJIoCh, CIIeliMaabHO 0XKK/alia TOCIOXKY.

— T'ocmoxka [1Ky, BBl KOT'0-TO HILleTe? — IMOMHTEpPEeCOBalach KpacuBas AeBYIIKa, CUASI Ha KpoBaTU fAH
Yenra.



— locnoxa XyaH, g npuiina nonpomarscs ¢ UMnepatopoM YeHrom, rae oH? — HaCTOPOXKEHHO
crpocusa [IXKy, CTOSI B HECKOJIPKUX IIaraX OT TePOUHU.

— Ox, coxaer, HO OH He UCIBITHIBAET TAKOr'0 XKe XKeJlaHusd, — C HaurPaHHOU I'PYCThIO u3pekiia Mau
XyaH. — Ho, BBl MOXKeTe IIONPOIIaThCs CO MHOM, — yNBIOHYIach AeByIIKa, Bbi3BaB y LIaH XKy
3J10CTb.

— 30ech TOJIBKO MBI, TAaK MOXKET BEl HAKOHEI] CKaxXKeT, YTO CHeJIaii C HUM? — IIPOTOBOPHMIIa JIUI0BO-
royry6oriia3as fAeByILIKa U TyT XkKe yCIIbIIIana CMeIIOK TePOHHHU.

— Huuero, — moxas miedyamu, 6pocuia IeByIIKa. — £ IPOCTO OTKPEITIa eMy T'la3a, BOT U BCe.

— OTKphlnia r1a3a? — ¢ nogo3peHueM yroynuna llsa Jxy.

— Ox, I3n [1XKy, MOXKeT XBaTUT 3TOT0 BpaHbi? — HAKOHEIl CHSJIa CBOI0 MacCKy [eBYIlKa, BCTaB U CO
3JI0CTBIO ITIOCMOTPEB Ha [IKy. — BEl 371ag ¥ KOBapHas rocrnozxa, UCI0JIb3ylollas JII0fel B CBOUX
1esnsx. [IpekpaTuTe CTPOUTH U3 CeOsT HeBUHHYIO XKEPTBY.

— 9T0 5-TO CTPOIO XKepPTBY? — ockanumnack [1IsH [[XKy, mpurnomMuHas, Kak HefaBHO Mai XyaH Gblia
CKPOMHOM MIeBHUIIeH, a ceiiuac rOBOPUT, KaK HACTOSIAs 3/10felKa. — A cebs BBl CUUTaeTe HEBUHHOU?

— U 10 BepHO. M3-3a Bac gaxe MHE IIPUILIIOCh UCIAYKATHCS, YTOOBI BHIXKUTH, — IT0XKaJja MaedaMu
[eBYIIIKa.

— 910 MecTh? — cupocuna [IXKy, caenas mwar K Mmnepatpuue Masii. — 3a To, 4TO g CITy4alHO
cbpocuma Tebs B 06priB? ECiu ma, TO MPOCTH, S 3TOTO He Xkenaja u... — [IsH [[XKy BHe3amHo
OCTaAHOBHUJIAChH, TAK KakK Moaii XyaH Hadaa 3aTUBaTbCSI CMEXOM.

— Boxeyky, Tak BBl Ha CaMOM [ieJie Tak I'JIynbl, rocnoxa [IKy? A s-To cyuTasa Bac COIEepPHHULEN. ..
Ho BuguMo o4eHb 3psi, — YyCMEXHYJIach repouHs, nogouas K [IxKy. — B TOT pas s XxoTena BOH3UTh
KWH2KaJl B Ballly 1Ie10, HO Bbl MEHS OTTOJIKHYJIM, a TENephb Bhl IPOCUTE Y MEHS 3a 3TO IPOILeHus?
Heyzxemnmu BBl HUUETr0 Tak U He MOHSIU? — CMOTPS B TUJI0BO-TONyOBIe 3padyku, co 3711000 Opocuia
XyaH, IOICHUB. — 4 XKeJjana Balllero CBep:KeHus C caMOoro Haydara.

YcnrimaB mpaBay, B ronose IIsH 1Ky BHE3aITHO CJIOBHO BKJTIOYMIICS CBET, M OHa 0CO3HAsIa, Kak Obla
cnena. OHa HUKOT/IA He MMOf03peBaja HoOpy0 rePOUHIO B CTPAIITHEIX 3JIOESTHUSX U aXKe MOTyMaTh
He MOTJIa, YTO YKMCTas AyIa MOXKET TaK IMPOTHUTh U BCe M3-3a...

«Meus?»

YBupeB, Kak 1mocje packpritus npasnbl [Isx [Ixky He 060371uIach, a mMoHUKIa, Mait XyaH yOuBUIach,
Beb 0XKUJaja YBUIETh COBCEM He TaKyl0 peakKIuio.



— 3ayeM TH PaCKpPHIBa€Illlb MHE BCE KaprI? — TYCKIJIO IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA H}Ky, IIpaBOa HE ITOHUMa4,
4YeM 3aCJIyKHJIa TaKyI0O HEHaBUCThb TJIaBHOU TepPOnHH.

— IToToMy 4TO BBl MHE He POBHS, U 5 Bac He 60I0Ch, — YCMEXHYJach AeBYIIKa, OTBEPHYBILIUCH K OKHY.
— Bamy HuK4YeMHYI0 XKU3Hb yKe HUYTO He craceT. Bel, — [I0Ka3aB MajblieM Ha JIUJI0BO-
rony0ornasyo AeBYyLIKY, ©3peKia XyaH, — BCeMU HelltoOuMas rocrnoxa [y, KOTOpyIo JII0fH JIAIIb
IIPU3UPAIOT U XKeJIaloT CMEePTH, a 51, — MOJIOKUB PYKU Ha IPY/Ab, IOCMesIach TePOUHs, — BCEMHU
no0uMasi rocnoxa XyaH, KOTOPYIO, yBaxXKaloT U KeJaloT TOJIbKO CYaCThs, — CMOTPSI Ha ITOHUKIIYIO
rocnoxy, Mait XyaH CHsla ynbeIOKy € IMlia, TOPAO 3asgBUB: — ¢ XKefaja Ballell CMepTH, HO YBUAETh
Ballle BHyTPEHHee CBepXKeHUe 0Ka3aioch Kyfia HUHTEPECHE!, 4eM [IPOCTO rubeny.

— 3a 4T0? — BCe HUKaK He noHuMara lIsn [Ixky cioB Mait XyaH.

— 3a TO... — MMPOX0as MUMO OBIBIIEH TOCIIOXKH, 37T00HO PHIKHYJIA repouHs. — UTO BH B3SIJIA TO, YTO
IIPUHAMAIEXKUT MHE.

Cros y mBepe, XyaH MPUOTKPHIIA KX, TpruKa3kBas [Ixky yiTtu. [lIsx [IXKy maxe mMpencTaBUTh cebe He
MOTJIa, 4TO Ayl Maii XyaH, TaK MHOTO 3HAUUT JH YeHr, 1 4TO BCe 3TO BPeEMS JeBOYKa He Tak
IIOHMMaJIa e€ OeHCTBHUS U YTO...

«OHa HEeHaBUIUT MeHd!»

B monHoO#M Mepe 0co3HaBast, YTO celvac HaXOOUTCS B IIPOUTPHILTHOM MOJIOKEHUH, [[KY pellusa, 9YTo
Jydlille yUTH, HO CHaBaThCS OHa He cobupanack. Eciau O6b1 H YeHT mpocTo OB OB KO3IOM,
TIOCMEBIIUY U3MEHUTD €M, IeByIIKa Ol C pyKaMu ¥ HOraMu oTHana ero M»aii XyaH, HO Tak Kak I113n
Xy TBepHO 3HaJa, 4TO C €€ JMOOKUMBLIM YTO-TO CHeialy, OHa He cOOMpanach MUPUTHLCS C 3THUM.

— l'ocnioxa [1XKy, — exufHO [T03Basia AeByLIKy Maii XyaH, KOrfa Ta [I0YTH BhILIIA 3a IOPOT.
O6eprysumcs, [l1sH [IKy yBULeNla CaMOIOBOJIbHYIO YXMBUIKY, C KOTOPOi IeBYIIKa B 30JI0THIX
OflesIHUAX U3peKila. — Cenyac s Bac MOlafnusla, HO MUAJIOCTE TOCIIOKHY XyaH He BeYHa U, eCJIH BEH
BIIPYT BHOBb 3aXOTUTE MHE [TIOMeIIaTh... — CTPOs U3 ce0s c1abeHbKYIO XKePTBY, MOJIBUIa T€POUHS,
cTaBlas 3nofei. — K coxaneHuio, MHe IpuaeTcs yopats Bcio ¢amunuio 11138 u3 crnucka
nIpaBuTesel. Brl XKe OHMMaeTe, 3TO B MOEU BIaCTH, — yCMeXxHyJach Mau XyaH, BEI3BaB y [IXKy
[POXKb.

OHa He 0osi1ach CTaBUTH MOA yAap cebsi, HO KOTha Aejio Kacajaoch eé OM3KUX, JINJIOBO-TOIy0orIa3as
IeBYIIIKa He MOTJIa CUIeTh CMUPHO.

— 1 Bac ycrnbllliaa, rocmoxka XyaH, — TBEPAO Ipou3Hecya [[XKy, yX0[s Mpoyb 10 KOPUOOPY.

— Hagpetocs, 6orblile He BCTpETUMCS, — IIOCMesAiach Mal, U yXKe X0Tesla 3aX/I0NbIBaTh ABEPH T0OKOEB
fu Yenra, HO BOPYT yCIIbIIIaNa PagoCTHEIY I'OJIOC.



— Mpoii XyaH! — [Be 3aKnuHaTeIbHUIL 00epHYINCE, yBumeB s Kuy. — To, ecTs rocmoxa XyaH...
Kaxk 51 paga, 4To ycnena HauTu Te0s mepeq 0Tbe3[0M, — JIMJIOBO-TJIa3asi EBYIIKa CUsijia CYaCTheM,
COBCEM He 3Has UCTHUHHYIO CYIIHOCTh CBOEU JIy4Illel IIOAPYTH.

— l'ocnoxka Kny, MHe 04eHb Kajb, YTO MbI TaK ¥ He ycIesu mobonTaTh ¢ ToO0M, HO BaM yxKe Iopa, —
nporoBopuiia Mau XyaH, u TyT [[2Ky 3aMeTHusIa B €€ rjaa3ax HeKy CKOpOb, CJIOBHO Ta CTHIAUTCS
CMOTpETSH B I'/Ta3a CBOeH OBIBIIEN TIOOPYTH.

— [Ila, HO y Hac xe elle OyneT BpeMsi, npaBaa? Thl MOXKeIlb TpHexaTh KO MHE B TOCTU UJIU ST MOTY...

— Bcero xoporiero, — 6pocuia TepoOuHs, 3aXJIONHYB OBEPH MPSIMO O] HOCOM OIIapalleHHOH
TIONPYTH, HUKAK He 0XKHUIaBIIeH TaKOTO0 [T0CIIe CTOIbKUX JIeT PAa3/IyKH.

Bce xe, Mait XyaH sBIsiIach eqUHCTBEHHOU noapyro# I11sn Kuy u Ta 6blta 6€3MepHO pajia YBUAETh
€€ JKMBOY U 3[I0POBO#, HO, KAa3aJIoCh, YTO CaMa I'ePOUHS He MUTAeT TaKUX XKe TEIJIBIX YYBCTB K CBOEH
ObIBLIEN TOAPYKKE.

[Toka Myagias cecTpuiia OTXOAMIA OT MOTPsSIceHus, [[3Ky B3sJia e€ 3a IJIeYo U IoBesia 3a co0ol K
BBIXOZY, IIPO ce0s myMasi:

«Yro ke Mot XyaH cruenana ¢ A1 YeHroM, 4To TOT 103a0bl1 060 MHE U TOTI0OUIT e€?» —
pa3Mebiuisina [IKy, Kak BOPYT CIy4alHO 4yTh ObITO HE CTOJKHYJIACh CO CIIYTOM, KOTOPYIO TYT XK€
y3Hasa 1o o0EMHBIM popMaM U IIpaMy Ha TPYOH.

«3abnynias meBuila, IypMaHUBIIAs pa3yM!» — BCIIOMUHAI [IeBYIIIKA CTPOKH U3 poMaHa «YKYyC
JIro6Bu»

«[IeBu1ia ¢ rouocoM aHresna, KOTopas MOIjia CBOMMU HOTaMU ONYPMaHUTh BCEX U KaXKA0T0 Ha CBOEM
nyTW», — NpUNoOMHUIA 1Ky pacckas, B KOTOPOM [JaHHEBIY [IePCOHAXK Urpajia poJib 3J100eUKY,
cTaBlley Ha nyTu dH YeHra u Mau XyaH.

Ianuas ocoba 1o pomMaHy Oblna yOuTa, HO ONKMCaHa TOYHO TaKoi e, KaKol celiyac CTosisia meper
Iy, a *MEHHO, KYOPSIBO# XKEHIIUHOM, C Kydyel MaKusizkeM, U GUrypucteiMu hopmMamu.

CMOTpS Ha [ieByIIKY, [IKy IIOHSJa, YTO KOTHAa-TO BUAEJa e€, HO He MOTJIa BCIOMHUTE KOTZia, 3aT0
JKEHIIMHA TYT XKe y3Hajla HeHaBUCTHBIX JEBYLIEK ¥ MOPHIBIIKNCH B KapMaHe, HeOpeKHO Opocuia B
Ky MeIIo4ek ¢ MOHETaMH.

— Iymato, rocroxke [IXKy 9TO BCKOpe IToHamoOuTcs 60sblile, 4eM MHe, — YCMeXHYyIach Kaperialas
IeBYIIKa, a 3aKJIMHATeNIbHUIIA, YBUEB MEIIOYeK, BCIIOMUHAJA, YTO JlaBajia ero yJIU4YHOU IeBUIle.

«He moxkeT OBITE...» — BHOBb ITOMHSB I'71a3a, Ky He Bepuia uM. Korpga oHa moBcTpeYasia XygouaByio
TIeBUITY, TO ¥ MIPEICTAaBUTh HE MOTJIA, YTO € OKaXKeTCSI CMEPTENTbHO OaCHBIN TePCOHAXK, KOTOPHIH



HeHaBH[IeJI BCeM CEepPAIeM U AyIIoi BCcio ceMbio IIIaH. Y GBITO 3a YTO.

B 10HOCTH y [IeBYLIKH OBLJT OTEIl, KOTOPHIHM IOIIEN Ha 3apab0TKu B IapcTBO III3H, HO Tak U He
BEPHYJICS, TaK KaK yMep TaM U3-3a Yepecyyp TPYAHBIX pad0oT, KOTOPHIX He BhAepKail. XOTh HUKTO U3
cembi I1I9H He OB TpHYaCTeH K rubeny MyK4YUHBL, HO BCe XKe HUKTO ¥ He ITOMOT €My, KOTrfia TOT B
3TOM HyXfascs. MaTb CKOHYaNach MOCJIe HOBOCTH O IOTUOIIEM MyKe U TaK [IeBOYKa OCTalach
CHUPOTOM.

HWwmenno notomy Jlan HuHT cTana HeHaBUeTh ceMblo 1I5H 1 XKenaTe UM TOJIBKO XYILIETO.

B pomaHe, neBuIla CHavaja MbITaTach OXMYyPHUTh AH YeHra, 4To6 0TOOpATh ¥ HETO, HA TOT MOMEHT
eme xkuByto 1IsH [IXy, © caMOi OTOMCTHUTh €, HO ITIOTOM IlepegyMalia ¥ 3axoTejla 3aHATh MeCTO Mau
XyaH, HO pa3yMeeTcs €€ CMOTJIU OfI0JIETh, OTPe3aB 3JI0MY ITePCOHAXKY SI3HIK.

TyT To Bechb ma3n B rojose IIsH [IKy CIIOKUIICS, ¥ OHA TOYHO IIOHSIA, YTO K 4eMy. Bce Hawanocs ¢
ropsl YuHXU3, THe COLITKCh TPY NMepCOHaXa, uMerome 3y6 Ha cembio [113H.

Mbsii XyaHn Oblyia cOpollieHa ¢ rophl, The eé nopobpan wnu Jiu ®ysya, unu Jlan HuHr, nocnie 4ero oHu
CIUIOTUJIUCH U HayaJld CTPOUTH KO3HU ITpoTUB fABopIa I1sH, paboras coobia.

Teneps ObIIO MTOHATHO, TOYeMy fH YeHT BHe3amHo 3a0blT Ty, KOTO 100U O0JIbIIe KU3HU U TI0YEMY
IIPOTHB BCETO OJHOY 3aKJIMHATEIbHUIEI COOPaIoCh CTOIBKO HeraTuBa. BceMy BUHOM OBLIO TPH
YyeJI0BeKa, MOCTaBUBIIKE TIeper co00H Ie/n: 3aXBaTUTh BIACTh, BEPHYTh TIOOMMOT0 U OTOMCTHUTH 3a
POOHEIX.

XoTb NTUTIOBO-TONMyOOrIa3as OeByIllKa U He 3Halla, KaK UMEHHO BCTPETUIIUCH TPOE IePCOHaXkel u3
HOBEJIIBI, HO OHa OBIJla TBEPAO YBEPeHa, 4TO C LIeJIIMU He IIporafiaia, ¥ BCe OHU TOUMIM 3y0 Ha
Lapcteo LIaH.

YBuUpeB, YTO [EeBYIIKa Ilepeq Hel, He COU3BOJINIA faxe OTBETUTh, JlaH HUHT QBIpKHYNa, Ipouas
fanblie 10 KOPUAOPY, camMa He 3Has, YTO JIUIIh CBOMM BuaoM faina [lIsH [[XKy odeHb BaXKHYIO
IIO[ICKa3Ky O TOM, KaK CIIaCTH JII00MMOT0 ¥ HaKOHEeI] OUUCTUTh ¢hamunuio [[19H, BepHYB UM OBIIYIO
CIiaBy.
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