Ha IlIs# Yao OvII0 CTPAIIHO CMOTPETh. MyKCKO€e Tesio 00Jiblile TTOXOOUII0O Ha TOHKKE BETKU COCHHI,
CBSI3aHHBIE TOJICTHIMU LieNIMU. M3 0geXKObl Ha TeJle BeCeNlu NUIb TPSI3HBIE JIOXMOThS, BPS[ X
COTpeBaloIIye B CTOIb X0JIomHOM KaMepe. [1Iax [IKy, HaBepHsIKa, He y3Haa Obl pacTpPenaHHOro U
MCXy/aBIIero MyK4rHy, ecii Obl He eT0 cephle TJ1a3a B KOTOPHIX Iapuiia IIyCTOTa, HO, YBUIEB
CTOSILITYIO TIepel HUM JeByLIKY, 3pauku 1lIan Yao 61eCHYyIM B TEMHOTE, KaK 3aKKEHHAs UCKpa
HaleXIHl.

— IIsn 1Ky THL... 2KMBa? — IIOPa3uJICs UCKaJleYeHHbIM MyXK4YMHA U CMOTPEJT Ha EeBYIIKY, CJIOBHO OHa
Oblla TPU3PaKOM, BOCCTABIIMM M3 MEPTBHIX U IIPUIIEALINM 110 €ro TYIIY.

— Kak Bugure, mspas... — X0Th [I2KY mOJKHA OblTa 37UTHCS Ha MIPeJaBIlero €€ POOCTBeHHUKA, HO
II04YeMy-TO HeHAaBUCTH COBEPIIEHHO He 0Ka3ajoCh Y He€ Ha AyIle, 3aTo OblJla CUIbHAS KaJI0CTh., —
Bac npepan YxyH OH91u? — nouHTepecoBasnacs IIsn [[XKy, He pemiasich COelaTh U 1Iara K
HCKaJledeHHOMY Tely.

— Xax... — nocnslmancs cMeliok Isa Yao. — 9TOT BEICOKOMEPHBIM My2KJIaH ylIllell O[T LIYMOK,
KOIZla HaC 3axBaThIBa/IM, — I0Befall Ak, [10 TOJIOCY KOTOPOr'0 YETKO CIIBIIIHO, KaK OH 3JIUTCSA Ha
IIpeJaBIlero ero MyXK4uHy.

— Korpa Bac 3axBatunu? — crnpocuna IsH [1xky, KoTopasi, yBumeB fs[i0, Oblia TBEPAO YBEPEHa, YTO
OH IIpOOBIT B KaMepe He OOUH TOf.

— Thl He 3HaelIb? — C TaKUM XK€ YIUBJIEHHEM, 3afilajl BOIIPOC MyXKYHKHa.

Tonpka II3H 1Ky OTKpPHIIA POT, Jabbl MPOMOIKUTE OOMPOC, KaK [IBEPH KaMephl PaCIaxXHyIUCh U
IIOAHSB I'OJIOBY, AEBYILIKa yBUe/la CBOM CaMblid CTPAIIHbIM KOIIMap, a UMEHHO...

— du... Yenr...

C orpoMHeXIIUM ynuBjieHueM U 1mokoM, I3 1Ky rinsapgesna Ha BEICOKOTO U MYCKYJIUCTOIO MYKYUHY,
OLEeTOT0 B KpaCHO-4epHEBIe MUKapHble ofessHus. Ha ronoBe y Hero ObIIM 3aKOJIOTH HECKOJIBKO Npsfient
BOJIOC HAa YEepHEIE IINUJIBKY, a OCTAJIbHBIE BOJIOCH CBUCAJIU U JOXOOU MYyXKYUHE MTOYTHU A0 Arogull. OT
MUJIOTO TNYMKa pedeHKa He 0CTanoch u ciefa. OU3MOHOMUS MYKUMHEL BHTJIIAEa, MATKO CKa3aTh,
yCTpalalIei, HeCMOTPS Ha €€ IPEBOCXOOHEIE YePThl, B KOTOPHIX He OBIJI0 HU €OUHOT0 U3bsIHA, KaK
U I10JIaraeTCcs [ JIaBHOTO I'epoes.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO MPOIIJIEIA MaJleHbKUYN U C1a0blil TapeHEK HUKaK He OB I0X0K Ha OTPOMHOT0
MyxXuuHy, crosulero nepep [Isx [IXy, oHa cpa3y ke y3Haa TOro, KTO OJIXKEH CTaTh €€ KOHIIOM.

Kaxertcs, cam fH YeHr He oXupas yBULETh B CBOUX BlIafleHUIX CTapylo 3HakoMyo. Ero nuuo
MCKaxkajl0 UCTUHHOe YOUBIIEHKE, CJIOBHO OH CMOTPEJI Ha HEe4YTO HE3EMHOE.

[Boccoenuuenue! [To3mpasnsieM ¢ HOBOM BCTpeYey C IJIaBHEIM repoeM!] — BCckpukHyna Cucrema,



pa30youB JEBYIIKH U3 TPaHCA, B KOTOPOM OHA OKa3aslach YBUOEB CBOM KOUIMap.

BricTpo oTckouuB B cTopoHy, IlIsH [IXKy Haxoguaachk B HaCTOsAIIe!d TaHWKe. HecMOTpS Ha e€ He
MaJible CHJIbI, KOTOPHIE y2Ke ObIJIM Ha MCXOfie, C TJIaBHBIM repoeM el He CPaBHUTHCS.

«MHe KOHelIl...» — 4yTh OBIJIO He ApoKaJja OeBYIIKAa, BHYTPHU CKABIIKCH [0 Ipenesa. A BOT MyXKYHHA
HAIIPOTUB He€ ObIJI CIOKOEH KakK y[aB, U Ha ero JIMIe BCe elllé 0TPaXKaJioCh 9TO CTPAHHOe YIUBIIEHUE,
HO He BUOHEIOCh HUKAKOM 3JI0CTHU MU JKaXKIObl MEeCTH, KaK ObIJI0 B OpUTHHAJIE IIPU BCTpeUe
ViMmepaTpHIlkl C TIIaBHBIM T€POEM.

[Iau [Ixy HEKyma Obito 6exkaTh. EMMHCTBEHHBIN BHIXOM OKA3aJICs MEPEKPHIT IJIaBHEIM T'epOeM U
Kydel cTpaxel 3a HUM. [la 1 moyemy-To [[Ky IIOHMMasa, 4YTO eCJIM OHa ceildac YUOET, TO OAAsS TOUHO
OTKMHET KOHbKH, a AEBYIIKa 3TOr0 He XOTea.

[IIau KyaH BRITISIOEN TaKUM OIleYaIeHHBIM [yMasi, YTO ero oTell morub, ¥ AeBYIIKa Kejaja BO YTO
OBl TO HU CTAJI0 JOCTABUTh ITOT0 HOXJISIKA cBoeMy OpaTiry. Tem Gornee, mo Buny IlIax Yao, oH yxe
CITOJTHA UCKYIIUJI CBOIO BUHY MYKaMH.

[TpunsiB TBepHoe pemienue, [IIax 1Ky BcTaBana B 60eByI0 1103y U PE3KUM [IBUXKEHUEM COpBasla Iemu

C 3amscTuil MmyxuuHbl. Bee, maxe cam IIIsn Yao, 6bl1M MIOKUPOBAHE faHHEIM IENCTBUEM, & OXpaHa U
BOBCE XOTeJla CXBaTUTh 3aKJIMHATEIbHUIY, HO YePHOTIa3kbli MYyKUKHA, XKECTOM PYKU OCTaHOBHUJI UX,

HU Ha CEKYHIY He CBOIS CBOUX I'JIa3 C [eBYIIKHU.

— Ilo... quy? — COBEPIIEHHO He ITIOHUMAJlI MOTHBA IINIEMAHHUIIEI MY2K4YHHaA. [su ,]:[}Ky, CTOSI CITUHOU
K osge, CyX0 OTBETHIIA:

— Bamr chiH crmac MHe XHU3Hb, ¥ OH OO0JIbIIIE BCET'O MEUTAET YBUOETE CBOETO OTIlA 2KUBBEIM, — HEMHOT'O
HAKJIOHUB T'0JIOBY K [Isx Yao, OEBYIIIKa TBEPOO 6poc1/ma: — HOTOMy He CMelTe yMUDPATh, HE
IIOIIPOIITABIINCE C HUM.

Ot ycnplaHHEIX CJI0B 3pauku 1138 Yao paclmupuiuck, 1 OH MeJIeHHO OyCTul royiosy. s [IxXy
I10Ka3aJioCch, YTO Ha OJeqHOM JHIle MyKUKHE [T05SBUJIACh JleTKas yIbl0Ka, HO ceiidac el OblJIo0 He [0
3TOTO, BeOb Ilepef Hell CTOSJI IJIaBHAIM Tepoi, ellleé HU pa3y He MOPTHYBIIKY ITOCJIE CBOETO IIPUXO0fa.

— T'ocioxa [IXy, 9TO ¥ BOpaBAy... BEI? — rojoc {1 YeHra 3Bydasl HaMHOTO MyXKeCTBEHHEH, YeEM
pasble, HO 151 JIXy He MOTrJia He yCNBIIaTh B HEM XPYIIKOCTh ¥ HEYBEPEHHOCTD, CIIOBHO AJIS
CTOSIII[ETO HAIIPOTUB MYKYUHEL OBIJIO TPYIHO IPOU3HOCUTH JaHHBIE CJIOBA.

3aK/JIMHAaTeNIbHUIA Pelliiia He 0TBedaTh. OHa Cy[JOPOXKHO Nepebupasia pa3Hble IyTH CIaCeHUs OT
CMEPTHU U [OTABIBAIACh, KOT'O ITOCEJIIT PSIOM C ASAIOIIKON B COCEIHEH KaMepe, eCli OHU OTCIOfia He
cOeryr.

— IIa, 3TO ¥ MpaBAa MOS TOCIOXKa... — He YCIBIIIaB 0TBETA, ITPOAOJIKUII TOBOPUTh MyKUYMHA. —



Hukro, KpPpOME BacC, HE ITIOCMeEJI OBl CMOTPETh Ha MEHA CTOJIb BEICOKOMEPHO.

«BricokoMepHO? [a 51 ceidac 00fienanck, CTOS PSAIoM ¢ ToOoi. O KaKOM BEICOKOMEPHHU pedb?!» — He
IIOHUMasla cjoB {8 YeHra feBylIKa.

— IIsn [IXKy, — no3apu [1Ky mocnelancd Xpynkui ronoc IIsH Yao, — MO CBIH CYUTAET MEHS
MEPTBBIM, IIYCTh BCE TaK U OCTaHETCA. Yxomau ogHa. Co MHOI Tebe TOUHO He cOexXaTb.

«Kakoe camMomoxepTBoBaHue... Koraa 9To [1Iax Yao Havam 6eCIIOKOUTHCS 0 MOEM GIaTOIOIyIHK?
HeyxKemu 1ocre CII0B 0 ero ChIHEe?» — HEeCMOTPS Ha MPockOy MyzxkuuHsl, [lIsH 1Ky He CABUHYIACH C
MeCTa, IIPO0JIKasi CTOSITh Ha 3allUTE ASIMH.

— CbexaTb? — yCIIBIIIAB XPYIKHUH IIETOT, C YCMELIKOX MTpou3Hec AH YeHr.

«Kaxk on cmor ycniwimats Isn Yao, ecimu gaxe s ¢ TPyAoM pa3oOpara ero rojaoc?» — He MOHUMaa
[Ky, a 4epHOTrIa3blii My>K4YMHA B TO BpeMs IIPOLOJIKUIL:

— locmoxka 1Ky, Kak BCeraa, Xo4ueT OPOCUTh MeHS?

B ronoce A Yenra yuranack obuma, a Korjga oH caesan mar Brepen, 11IsH XKy, HHTYUTUBHO,
OTCTynuJa Ha3af. 3aMeTUB OTCTYIIJIEHUS OEeBYIIKH, 3paUYKi YEPHOIIa30T0 MyKYUHEL CY3UJIUCh, @ €T0
KyJIaKU CXKaJIUCh.

— 3HA4UT TOTO, KTO IIHITAJICS Bac YOUTH BHI 3al[UINaeTe, a MEHs, KOTOPBIA HU pa3y Bac U MaJblieM He
TPOHYJI, BBl 60UTECH? — TI0 TOJI0CY OBLIO TOYHO CIIBIIIHO, YTO SH YeHT pa303JieH He Ha IIYTKY, ¥ OT
3TOT0 CTpax B rpyau [XKy TONBKO yCUIIXBAJIC.

— Kak He 60sIThCST TOTO, KTO CTOJIb KE€CTOK? — HAKOHeI] Tofasa rojoc [IIsu XKy, HO YBUIEB
peakmnuio dH YeHra moxasesna, YTO He PEIINIACh XPAHUTh MOTYAHHUE.

— 2KecTok? — yCMexXHYJICS MyKUMHa, HO 110 €T0 NIy ObUIO BUOHO, YTO €My BOBCE He [I0 CMeXa. —
[ToBepnTe rocnoxa [1Ky, MOsI K€CTOKOCTh He JOCTUTJIA U ITOJIOBUHEI IIMKA, a OH, — yKa3aB Ha

MyXK4uHY n03anu 1Ky, IpOmOIKUTI TOBOPUTE I'/TaBHEIM repoi. — Eme nerko orgenancs. f xenan
0TOPBaTh 3TOMY Mep3aBIlly KOHEYHOCTU U CKOPMUTE IICaM, KaK TOJIBKO ITOMMal0 Ballero MyKeHbKa.

[Tocnemuee cnoBo 3actaBumny [I3H 1Ky B3OPOTHYTh, IOTOMY KaK OHO OBIJIO ITPOM3HECEHO C 0CO00i
3710CThI0. «EMY U3BECTHO 0 MOel cBafmb0e U 0 TeX, KTO MHITajcsa MeHs youTts? Ho oTkyma?»

— Ax fa, rocnioxa [y, g Kejai cAeaTh Bac BOOBOM, Bhl XK€ He IIPOTUB? — C YCMELIKOU IIPOU3HEC
fdu Yenr, otyero nuio 1Ky nobienHeno.

«BpmoBou? Heyxkenu fIH YeHT HacTOJIBKO 000371€H HAa MEHS, YTO COOMpPaeTcs YOUTh BCEX, KTO, 110 ero



MHEHUI0, MHE I[OpOl"?» — HCIIyTaJIaCh OJEBYIIIKa OT CBOUX K€ ONO0raJOK U IIOCIIENINJIa BCTABUTE CBON
II4TH KOII€EK B JUAJIOT":

— Ecnu Xkenaelnb yoOBIETBOPUTD CBOIO JKaXKOy MECTH, TO VIOBIETBOPSM €€ Ha MHe. 3a4eM
COBepIIaTh BCe 3TH 3noAesHus? Urto Te monu u getu Tebe cuoenanu?! — Kprudana XKy, Ha fiene
O4YeHb CUIBHO OECITOKOSICh O CBOUX POTHBIX.

— YHOBHGTBOPI/ITB XKeJlaHue, TOBOpI/ITe? — YI'OJIKK PTa MYXKYUHEBI IIOOHAINUCH, OTYETr0 ero JIMIO0 CTallo
110 HAaCTOSABIIEMY 3JIOBEIIIUM.

Cpenas wmar Bnepeq, 1 YeHT, Bcero 4yepe3 CEKYHAY, 0Ka3aJics IPSIMO B IIare OT OEBYLIKU, CMOTPS
Ha e€ JIUJIOBO-TOJIyOble T1a3a CBEPXY BHU3.

— Iymaro, Tak § ¥ MOCTYIUII0. — yNIbI0asiCh U3PEK MyKUMHa, IPOTATHBasA CBOI PyKy K I3 [IXKy,
KOTOpasi, HeCMOTPS Ha yKaCHBII CTpaX BHYTPHU, CHAPY2KU BHITJIAfesla CIIOKOWHOU U TOTOBOU IIPUHSATH
cMepTh OoT AH YeHra.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE, IIPEKPaCHEBIE TJla3a AeBYIIKU PaCIIuPUIINCh B IOTPSICEHNY, IIOTOMY KaK, BMECTO
Oonu 0OHa IOYYBCTBOBasIa, Kak MATKas JIafloHb TTIAgUT €€ IeKy, a TOT, Koraa oHa 060s551ach, CMOTPUT
Ha Heé C TaKOM HeXKHOCTHIO U TEIUIOM, CJIOBHO 3a0blI KTO OHa.

BynTo y6emuBILINCE, YTO 3TO He TOAMeNIKa UM He BUfeHue, a Hacrosimas [Isn [xy, UMnepaTop
YeHT 0CTOPOKHO B34 IEBYIIKY 3a 3alsCThe, YBOASA 3a C000i U3 TEMHHUIIL, TEM CAMBIM CO37laB B3PHIB
B roniose [IXKy.

«Jla KaKOTo OH celyac Tak Mui co MHouU? B opurunane Adu Yenr tammn IlIsu [IXy 3a coOoi 3a
BOJIOCHI! A TIPUKOCHYBIINCH K €€ JIUILY, OH OCTaBUJI TaM 0KOT B ITaMSATh O TOM, KaK OHa M3[ieBajiach
HaJ HUM B [eTCTBe!» — He OHUMAJIa AeUCTBUM IN1aBHOrOo repos Ilsx [Ixy.

Ila, OHa MCIpaBuUiia CI0XKeT ¥, BO3MOXKHO, Tepoii He NOKeH XkKeJlaTh el MyK, HO U fo0pa ToxXe...
Torpa mouemy ceiidac A1 Yenr Bef€eT IIaH 1Ky 3a pydKy I10 ABOPILY, CJIOBHO OHU ITapoyka?!

W3-3a notpscenus, IIsx [IKy caMa He 3aMeTHIIa, KakK He COMPOTHUBIISASICH JOIIIa IPSIMO [0 TOKOEB
WMmepaTtopa u ye CTOsijIa B €T0 CIIaJIbHE.

«MUHYTOYKY, OH Xe He coOUpaeTcs...» — CyNOPOKHO Havyasa nymaTh [IIoH [[Ky, HO BHE3AIHO €€
MBICTIH TIPePBaIKCh, Korha AH YeHT, OmyCTHUB JIafOHb, CHJION IIPHKAB JEBYIIKY K cebe, 3aK/II0UKB B
00BATHUS.

«MaMoy4KM Kak cTpamHo!!!» — 3aHepBHMYasna [XKy, HUKOTMa elllé He UCIBITHBAs HeUTO MomoOHoe.
Cettuac fAH YeHT s He€ TOCTOPOHHUYM YeJI0OBEK, TaK KaK OHU He BUOENUChH IIOYTH BOCEMB JIET.
[TpuHUMATh TaKue KpemnkKue 00bSAThS OT TOT'0, KOTO TH TaK 00si1ach — HEe camoe MPUSITHOe YYBCTBO.



[TouyBCTBOBaB, KakK CUJIbHBIE PYKU MYKYWHEI HAUUMHAIOT II0/I3TH 110 criuHe, 1II3H [IXy XoTena
OTCTPaHUTHCS, HO ViMIiepaTop He BOCIIPUHSII €€ XKeJlaHWe U JIUIIb CUITbHEN IPUKaB OEBYLIKY K cele.
Irixanue A= Yenra kacanoch Makymku [IIsn [I>Ky 1 TOU Ka3aI0Ch, YTO OH BHIOXMBAETCS B €€ BOJIOCHL
¥ OT 9TOT'0 YyBCTBa CTAHOBUJIOCH KYTKO.

— Mos rocmoxa Takasi MajieHbKast, — HEOXKHUIOAHHO 3aroBopuil H YeHT MSITKKUM TOJI0COM, M OT CJIOB
«Mo0s1 rocrmoxa» y IIsu [IKy BOJIOCH BCTanu OI00M. — A Befb KOTHA-TO 5 e[Ba OOCTaBaJl BaM [0
rpynou. Bel IOMHUTE? — HEMHOTO 0CJIabuB 00bITUS, Habbl B3TJISHYTh Ha JIUI0 OEBYIIKHU, CIIPOCHI
VimmepaTop, HO Ta, He OTBedas, OMyCTHUJIA B3TJgA. — [loyeMy rocroxa Ky MOJTUUT U He KejlaeT
CMOTPETh Ha MeHI? — C 3TUMHU cJioBaMu, 1H YeHT yxBaTuUiCcs 3a Mogb0pongoK AEeBYIIKY, IIOJHSB €T0
BBEPX Tak, 4To Temneps [IsH [[:Ky HEBO3MOKHO OBIJI0O CMOTPETh HU Ha KOTO KpoMme MMmepaTopa. — A
Be[Ib PaHbIIIe TOCIIO0XKA MTPOXKHUTAIa MEHS B3TJISIIOM, OT KOTOPOTO ObIJI0 HEBEIHOCKMO KapKO, —
yneIbHyICs S1H YeHT, BCMaTPUBASICh B JIUIIO [EBYIIKK TaK, CJIOBHO HUKAK He MOT Hall000BaThCS MM.

— f yXKe He TBOA roCrioXka ¥ He HaJl0 MEHA Tak Ha3blBaTb. — HAKOHEIl oTpe3asa I3H [IXKy u TeM
CaMbIM CHecCJla CaMOAO0BOJIbBHYIO YXMBIIKY C nulla MMmepaTopa.

— Jla, 9TO TOYHO MO TOCIOXKa... [I[ymMaeTe, 4TO BCe eIle BIIpaBe OTaBaTh MHE IIPUKAa3bl? — yXKe
0ojiee 37TLIM TOHOM HaydaJjl TOBOPUThL AH YeHTr.

Ha 2T0 BOpOCH [eBYyIIIKa JIUIIL OTBEJIA B3TJISAM, HO TYT XKe IToxkKasiena 06 3ToM, Tak Kak fAH YeHT,
YBUJIEB IaHHOE NEeNCTBUE, CKal eé MoabopoaoK elé cubHel, mpuHecs 00b. [1IoH 1Ky BHOBb
KMHYJa CBOY B30p Ha MMmeparopa, # 60/Ib TYT XKe yIlla Ha BTOPOM IJIaH, CMEHUBIIINCEH CTpaxoM. B
YepHBIX I'Jla3ax fH YeHra Tak u yurtasaach Xkaxpga Kposy, 1 [lIax [[XKy noHUMasa, 4To CKOPO
HMnepaTop MOXKeT YOOBIETBOPUTH 3Ty XKaxkKAy €lo.

BHesanHOo pyku MMmepaTopa pa3Kajuch, 0CBOO0KIas AEBYIIKY U3 THCKOB, a Ha JINIE MYKYUHEI
3acThul cTpax. CimoBHO yBuaeB Ha nulle [IIsH [IXKy yKac, OH HEBOJIHO CaM UCITYTaJICs CBOETO
OTpaXKeHUs B €€ JIUJIOBO-TOIYyObIX TTla3ax.

— YTo MHe elllé HyKHO CAeNaTh? — OIMYCTUB I'OJI0BY, C MPAYHEIM TOHOM B rojioce crpocun AH YeHr y
CTOSIIIIEH B MSITU LIaraX OT Hero AeByIKu. — 4 Oosblie He pab, He pebeHOK, He cinabak... { Brameio
BCEM, Yero TOJIbKO He I0XKeJlaeT Aylla, HO T04eMy Bbl O0UTECh MeHS?

HOJIHE[B omedasieHHBIe I'/1a3a Ha III3H H}Ky, An Yenr BREITJIAOEI IIO-HACTOAIIEMY HECUACTHRIM, U3-3d
Yyero cepile AeBYLIKU eKHYII0 OT 00JIH.

— BbI roBOPHIIH, YTO 51 HE MOCTOUH BAIllUX YYBCTB, ITOCKOJIBKY 5 BCETO JIHIIL Pab, HO cedac Bce Io-
npyromy. I UmnepaTop. Tak mouyeMmy B BHOBb OTBepraeTe MeHsi?! — chenas mar, Opocun fH YeHr,
aTuM Hamyras [IXKy, KOTopas MallliHaIbHO OTCKOYMIIa Ha3af.

YBUMEB, YTO [IeBYIIKa BHOBhL OTHAJIIETCS, B rojioBe fH YeHra CJIIOBHO CIIy4YHUJICS B3PHIB U 9MOIUHU
Ha4vaJIu BEIXOOUTH HAPYXKY.



— Xax, TO eCTb TOT'0 MYKUKMHY, KOTOPHIH IIBITAJICS BaC YOUTh, BbI He OOUTECH U JaxKe IHITaTUCh EMY
TIOMOYb, @ MEeH$I, KTO UCKPEeHHe JI00UT ¥ 6OTOTBOPUT Bac, BEl u3beraeTe CJIOBHO 51 KAKOU-TO MOHCTP?!
— 3akpuyan Au Yenr, rpy6o cxBatus [1IsH [[XKy 3a pyKy ¥ 6pocuB Ha OOJIBIIYIO TOCTENb. — YTO X,
pa3 BCE Tak, MHE HYKHO HECTH 3BaHMe MOHCTPA C YECThI0, BEPHO? — HABUCAs Hafl HATyTaHHOU
IEeBYILIKOM, TPOPHIYal MyK4KMHA, OTyCTHUB I'OJIOBY Ha €€ IIelo.

Kak tonpko [I3H [I2Ky m04yBCTBOBaJIa MMOLEJIyH 110 CBOEU KOXKe U KaCaHUe UyXKUX PYK, MBITAIOIKUECS
IpoOpaThCS IO OeXKY, €€ OXBATUII OUKUM cTpax. [IXKy MbITarach OTTONKHYTh AH YeHra, HO OH OBLI
HaMHOT'O KpyIIHee e€, IOTOMY IIONEITKa He yBeHYasach yCIexoM, a KOTfia AeByIIKa ITI0YyBCTBOBAa,
KaK XOJIOIHas JIafloHb JIe3eT K e€ IPyOH, el CTalo Mep3Ko, ¥ OHa 3aMaXHYBIIUCD, yAapuila 1afoHbI0
o nuny MmmepaTopa, OCTAHOBUB €r0 XKafAHble JTacKU.

Ynap OblsT He cUIbHEE JIETKOM IOIIEUNHY, HO Ka3ajoch, AH YeHry pa3apobunu 1meKy, MOCKOIbKY OH,
3aMepeB B OMHOM IT0JI0KEHHUH, IPUJIOKUI PYKY K JIHITY, CKUMas 3yOsl B ocKasl. [IpoOhiB B 3a0bIThE
MeHbIIIe JeCSATU CeKyHI, MMnepaTop BHOBL 00pes CO3HaHKe ¥, HallpaBUB B3TJISA[ Ha [IEBYIIKY, 37I00HO
YCMEXHYIICS.

— Huuero, s npumy n1o6yo 6071, AaHHYI0 MHE TOCIIOXKOi, — TI0CJIe 9TUX CJ0B, AH YeHT BO300OHOBUII
CBOM [IeMCTBHUS, HO Ha 3TOT pPa3 3aJioMaB PYKHU [EBYIIKY 3a TOJI0BY, IIPUHSBIIKCH 1I€JI0BATh €€ IIEl0,
CIIyCKasiCh BCE HUXKE.

YyBCTBYS CTpax U y2KacHY0 6eCIIOMOIIHOCTE, AEBYIIKa Oblyla HA IPAaHU UCTEPUKH, a TIOYYBCTBOBAB,
YTO e€ HaCUJIbHO pa3feBaioT, llIsH [[3Ky pacTepsiyia BCIO TOPAOCTh, IYCTUB OTYaSTHHEIE CIIE€3H. JIHIIb
YCIIbILIIAB MTEPBEIM BCXNIUI, AeicTBUs fH UeHra TYT XKe MIPEKPaTUIIUCh, U OH C OKPYTJIEHHEIMHE TJIa3aM
YCTaBUJICS HA APOKAIIYI0 BCEM TEJIOM [EBYILIKY, JBIOIYI0 OTYASTHHbIE CJIE3bI U3 TPEKPACHBIX JIUJIOBO-
roJyOBIX TJ1a3.

HepeCTaB YYBCTBOBATH HACUJIECTBEHHEIE OeuCTBUS MY2K4YHHEI, [Isu H}Ky HEPEIINTEJIEHO OTKPEIJIa
BEKHU U YBHUEIIQ, 9TO I/IMnepaTop CMOTPHUT Ha He€ C TaKUM OTYASTHHEIM, ¥ B TO JKe BpeMi
Oylepa3guparoiiuM B3TJIAO0M, CJIOBHO OEBYIIKA IIepea HUM He IIJIa49€eT, a UCTEeKaeT KPOBEIO.

OmnycTuB 3anscThe U OBICTPO BCTaB C KpoBaTu, AH YeHT myJel BeIJIeTeNI U3 KOMHATH, OCTaBUB
[EeBYIIKY JieXKaTh Ha KPOBaTH OJHY.

«Y Hero ObIJIO TaKO€e BhIpazKeHUe JIUIla, CJIOBHO OH CaM XOTeJl HayaTh IJIaKaTh, HO II0YeEMY...» — He
noruMana Ilsu [IXKy, Tporas CBOIO IIel0, Ha KOTOPOX OCTaJIUCh efiBa 3aMeTHEIe CIebl HeJaBHUX
nack. Ha camoM perne, 9yBCTBa ObITM IPUATHHIMY U eciut ObI He Ipy6oCTh U npuHyxkaeHue, lsn [xy
TOYHO OIyTHIa ObI BO30YXKAEeHNE, HO YBHL.

«MBHI ¥ Iapoy CJ10B He 0OMEHSITIHUCh, @ OH yKe IMBITAJICS 3aTalllUTh MEHS B IIOCTEJIb... DTUM MYXKHKaM
HY2KHO JIMIIb OOHO. XOTS U JeByIIKaM 3TO HYyXKHO...» — 3afyManach [IXy, He IIOHUMas CBOUX U UyKHUX
yyBCTB. 1o cimoBaM f1H YeHra, OH BCe ell€ nuTaeT cuMaTuio K IIIaH 1Ky, HO KaK 3TO BO3MOXKHO
IIocJie BCero?

[Tocmotpes no ctopoHaw, IIsx 1Ky mopa3uiack HaCKOIbKO YIOTHA JaHHas KoMHaTa. Ho eme



Oonbllle e€ yOUBWUII BU[, U TOTTIa [EeBYIIKa IIOHSJA, YTO 3TO €€ INYHAsg KOMHATa, TOJIbKO
nepeKkpalleHHas B Apyrou uset. M3-3a notpsicenus, [IXKy 1 He 3aMeTua, 4To fAH YeHT npuBen
IEBYILIKY B €€ XK€ IIOKOU.

[TocMOTpeB 10 CTOPOHAM, [eBYIIKa yOemuaach, 4YTO KOMHATA XKUJlas U [0 BCeH BUMUMOCTH IIOCTIEe
3axXBaTa I[apCTBa e€ 3aHsI caM MMmeparop, Ho ans yero? KomHuaTa [[Ky He Oblia 0COGEHHOM U TI0
MeTpaM HaMHOTO MEHbIIIe, YeM ITOKOU €€ PONUTEIIEH.

«f1H YeHT u BOPSIMb OYEHb CTPaHHBEIA. He MOTy MOHATH €ro AeiCTBUY U HaMepPeHHuN...» — IoayMasa
[Isu Iy, mogoiiasg K okHy. — «CTouT 511 MHe cbexXaTh oTciofa? Ecmu ceiigac monpo0Oyio yuTH, y
MeHs OyHeT IaHC, KOTOPOTO IIOTOM MOXKeT He OhITh», — 3aflyMasiach JeBYIIKa, CMOTPS Ha GOJbIIYIO
KPYTJIy1o0 NyHy. — «AHTepecHO, MHE He X04eTCS YXOOUTh, IOTOMY YTO 3TO MO POTHOM OOM MM K3-3a
Hero...?» — He HaWfs 0TBeTa Ha CBOU Bompoc, I3 XKy npusiersia Ha MATKyl0 KpOBaTh, U caMa He
3aMeTusa, Kak IMorpy3uiach B COH, CTABIIKY HayasioM €€ HOBOM XKW3HU BO ABOPIIE.

)%k

Yrpo IIsx [IXKy Hayanock C 3aBTpakKa, IPHHECEHHOT0 el IIPSIMO B IIOKOU OOHUM U3 CIyT MMnepaTopa
Yenra. X0oTh IeBYILIKe U He HyKHa Oblla efja, YTOOBI KUTh, HO IIPU BUI€ HACTOJIBKO alleTUTHOTO
IecepTa OHa He CMOTJIa YCTOSITh, M OBICTPO yMsijia €T0, TOPa3UBIINCh HEOOLIKHOBEHHO MTPUSTHEIM
BKYCOM.

«MeH4 yXKe CTOIBKO pPa3 IBITaJIUCh OTPaBUTh, HO S BCe PAHO IPUHUMAI0 BCIO €y, YTO MHE [AI0T... JX,
JKU3Hb MEHS HAYEMY He YYUT», — CMOTPS Ha 4al, myMasa npo cebs lan [Ixy.

[Tocne yas meByIIKe MPUHECTH HOBBIM KOMIIJIEKT POCKOIIHEIX ONEesSHUM, KOTOPHIE II0CTIe KyITaHUs
0Ka3aJIiCh HafeTHl Ha MOJIOAYIO 3aKJIMHATeIbHUIY. Bce OBUIO TaK CIIOKOMHO ¥ UMEHHO M3-3a 3TOT0
[ITsx [IKy ollyllaia BHYTPEHHEIO TPEBOTY, KaK 3aTulllbe neper Oypel.

Komuara [I2Ky HaxoduiIach Ha IIEPBOM 3TaxKe U e¥ He COCTaBUIIO ObI TPYAa BRICKOUUTE Yepe3 OKHO,
nabnl cbexkaTh, HO 3TOT0 He TPebOBaIOCh, IOCKOIBKY €€ HUKTO U He 3amupar.

IIBepu KOMHATHI 0Ka3aJIuCh OTKPHITHL, U [1I9H [I3Ky CIIOKOHHO CMOTJIa €€ IOKUHYTh, HO BOT TOJIBKO
KyZa et UOTH, OHA He 3HaJla ¥ pellriia HallPaBUTLCS TYOa, I'Ie el Bcerma ObIIO XOPOIIO, a UMEHHO —
B TI0OMMEIH caf.

[Tpoxops 1Mo KaMeHHOM JOpoXkKe, [IKy yOuBUIACh TOMY, UTO Cafl 38 CTOJIBKO JIET 0Ka3aJICs He TPOHYT
1 OBIJIO BUOHO, YTO 3@ HUM OYEHb XOPOIO cliensT. «Bugumo, dH YeHTy ToxKe HPaBUJICS 3TOT Caf», —
3agyMarnach JeBYIIKA ¥ JIUIIL € CTOUJIO MogyMaTh 00 MMmepaTope, Kak OH BO3HUMK CJIOBHO M3
HUOTKYMA, TpoH3as I1sH [[XKy CBOMMU YepPHBIMHU TJIa3aMHu.

— Kak rocnoxe [IXy crianocs? — ¢ MUJION yNIBIOKOM IOMHTepecoBascs 1 YeHT, MeIeHHO
IpubIrXKasich K IEeBYIIKE.



— K ueMy Bc€ 3T0? OOBSICHHU, YETO THI XOUEIllh OT MEHS? — PEIINB He 00MEeHUBATHCS JTI00E3HOCTSIMH,
B 1100 cupocuita IIax [IXKy, 3acTaBuB AH YeHra 0CTaHOBUTHCS.

— Kaxertcsi, Buepa g [OXOIUKUBO IT0OKa3aJsl, Yero xkejaio, — HaKJIOHUB T0JI0BY HA0OK, KaK HU B YeM He
OrIBasio, oTBeTun MMnepaTop YeHr.

— Pa3 Tak XeJaelb MOero Tejla, Yero OCTaHOBUJICSI? — rpybo Opocuna [Ixy.

BuepalHuii ciy4aii ¥ BIpSMb BhI3Bal B Hell THeB. C yero 9To Au YeHr pemus, 6yoTo BIIpaBe
TI0JTb30BaThCS e, KakK xo4yeT? IIIaH [[XKy roToBa K CMEPTH, HO He TOTOBA K TAKUM YHUKEHUSIM.

— Barze Tesno - He MO€ UCTUHHOE XeJlaHle, — BHOBb IIPOMIOJIKUB IPUOINKATHCS K JEBYIIKE,
3arosopusi dH Yenr. — Ho g MOTy ero moyiy4uTh, — CTOS IIOYTH B IIJIOTHYIO, YCMEXHYJICS MyK4UHa.
— Tl'ocmmoxa [I2Ky cHOBa MeHst 00UTCS? — CMOTPS B JTUJIOBO-TONTyOBIE T'1a3a, C HEKOW Mevasbio B
rojioce uspek Mimneparop.

— T®I cTan ogHUM K3 TeX, KOTO g BCIO XKU3Hb IIpe3uparna... — OIyCTUB B3rsan, 6pocuna XKy, He
3aMeuast, Kak nuio AH Yenra nmompayseno. — Kopuurb Tex, KTo 310ynoTpe6isin BiacTeio. Ho, a uem
ThI Tyuie? [1o MHe TakK B BaC HET PA3HHUIIHL.

BcoMuHas BuepallHUX 3aKJII0UEHHBIX U CBOEro As4i0, ockanuinack lIIsH [Ixky. Eme gyutas pomas,
IIeByIIIKa He TIOHKWMaJa, TI0YeMy TJIaBHBEIM repoy TakK KaxKJeT MECTH U CUUTaeT eé€
«CIpaBedIuBOCTbIO», My4asl APYTHUX JIIOOEN.

— ¢ He MOT yTrOOUTH TOCIIOXKE, KOTHA OBl HUKYEMHBIM CJIYT0M, HO TeIeps, SBISISICh BEIUKUM
ViMmepaTopoM, TOCII0Ka BHOBh pa3odyapoBaHa BO MHe? — CXKKMas KyJlaK¥, MOHOTOHHO U3PEK
MY2K4YHMHa, B rJla3aX KOTOPOTO IIPOCHIIAIOCh SPOCTh.

— Kak MOXHO He pa304apoBaThCsA B TOM, KTO He IaguT faxe geten? [Tpormtoro 1 YeHra s mobuma
BCEeU OyIIOH, HO K TeOe HBIHEeIIHEMY S UCIIBITHIBAIO JIUIIH CTPAx U OTBpPallleHUe, IPY BULE JTI0Je B
TEMHHUIaX UJIU Ha IJIOIIaiM, IPUBSA3aHHLIX K cTonbaM! — kKpuyana [IIsu [IXKy, BliepBhe Oyoydu
HACTOJIBKO 3JI0M.

Ha ymuBneHue, oHa caMa He TIOHMMaJia IPUYUHY CBoel arpeccuu. E€ 370 To, 94TO TOT, HaJ KeM
M3[IeBajIUCh B IETCTBE, BEIPOC M CaM CTaJl TeM, KTO 6e32KaJI0CTHO MydYaeT jofed. Ho emé 6obire eé
37U (HaKT, YTO 3TO BCe, IO OOIBIINEH YaCTH, ITPOU3OIIIO0 K3-3a HEE.

— JIrobumna? — YTOUYHHUIL fu YeHr, cJI0BHO 3TO OBIJIO e AMHCTBEHHOE CJIOBO, IIpOu3HECEHHOE JIGBYHIKOI;I.
I'maza MYZKYHWHEI B MUT IIPOSACHUIIUCE.

«BnuH, 9TO 4 MANHYyTa...» — 3aHepBHKYana [[XKy, CKa3aB BCE, COBCeM He noayMaB. Het, dH YeHr u
BIIPSIMB 3arlaj B €€ ceppiie, 0COOeHHO MOCIe er0 TPOraTeIbHOTO IPU3HAHUS U MTOATBEPKIACHUS
CucTteMHl B €T0 UCKPEHHUX 4yBCTBaX, HO I1I3H 1Ky mpaBma GbII0O CTPAIIHO BUAETh HOBOT'O I'JIaBHOT'O



Trepod ¥ OHa He 3HaJla, IIPUTBOPSAETCA JIM OH MJIN NCKPEHEH, KaK IIPpeXKe.

MonyaHue B cafy 3aTsAHYI0Ch. 1H YeHT HeOTPHIBHO MPOH3aJ B3risigoM IIsH 1Ky, OyaTo XKemas
IIPOYUTATD €€ MBICTH. Y caMol [[2Ky He HaXO[UJIOCh BEPHOTO OTBETa Ha ero Bompoc. CKa3aTh «ga»,
HO OHa He yBepeHa. «HeT» OymeT m0Xk5b10... B KoHeyHOM cyéTe MMmepaTop caM IPOLOJIKUII
pasrosop.

— Ecnu s oToyuly nieHHUKOB, rocoxka [Ky 0oJibllle He IOKUHET MeHsS? — ¢ HeKOM HafexXKmou Oblin
IIPOM3HECEHE! JaHHEIE CJI0Ba, oTYero lI3H [IXKy nopa3uiacs.

«Heyxemnu Adu YeHT ¥ BIpaBAy TOTOB OTIIYCTUTH BCEX JIIOJEN U EPECTaTh MCTUTh, JIUIIb ObI TOIBKO 5
OCTaJIUCh C HUM?» — 3TO HeCKa3aHHO JILCTUJIO [IEeBYIIKe, U OHa CMSATYUJIA TOH I'0JI0Ca, OTBETUB:

— OOber1ato, eciu TH CAEJAEIb 3T0, 5 OCTaHYCh.

— OGelanue TOCIOXY HEPYIIUMO, HO 5 OBl TPeAnoYest MpefoCTePedhbCs U 3aK/TIOUUTh IOTOBOP, —
3aaBun fAH Yenr, BBend [Isu [IXKy B CcTynop. 9TO Xe OHa paccka3ajla eMy 0 JaHHOM fJorosope. Kak
TOBOPHUTCS, YTO IMOCEEIDb TO ¥ TTOKMEIIb...

— W KaKOBHI YCJIOBHUSI? — IIOMHTEPECOBAJIACh IeBYIIIKa, HEMHOT'0 OTOPYUBIINCH, YTO V AH YeHra HeT B
HEE Bephl, XOTS 3TO U He YOUBUTENbHO. [IpegaBmnii 1 OPOCUBIIKY OfHAXK/ILI MOXKET CHeIaTh 3TO
CHOBA.

— Bcé npocTo. Ecnu rocmoxa [[2Ky HapyLIIUT JOTOBOP, TO JIUIIUTCS CUJILL U S B JIIOOOM Clly4ae CMOTY
yoepXaTh €e€.

— A ecrin HAPYIIXUIIb THI? — CIIPOCHUJIa ,]:[}Ky, Ha 4T0 AH YeHr PacCIIIBIIICA B y_TIbIGKe, OTBETUB:

— ITO yKe pelIaTh I'OCIIOXKe, — [aHHbIe CII0BA 3ByYaIu TakK, CJIOBHO B HUX OBIJT CKPHITHIN ITOATEKCT
TONKYIOIMU: «Mos XXU3Hb B TBOUX PyKaX, Aeflail C Hel, YTO X04Yellb».

— Torga... — 3agyMasach OeByIIKa ¥, BCIOMUHas BCE 0 AH UeHre, chenana cBo# BHIOOD, CKa3aB: — Y
MeHs HeT YCJIOBUMU. f Beplo, YTO THl He IIpefallb MeHs.

Kaxertcs, aTu croBa omapaimnunu JdH YeHra cunbHel, 4yeM eciid OBl eT0 YOapUIud YeM-TO TSIKEJIBIM 110
rosniose. JIerkuM B3MaxoM PYKU [10pe3aB JIafloHb, C KOTOPOU TYT XKe IIOJIUJIAach ajasi KPOBb,
pa30ynusuias AH Yenra ot TpaHca, IlIsn Xy npoTsiHyna e€ MMmepaTopy CO CII0BAMMU:

— Ecnu cornacen, MOXeM 3aKIIOYUTh €0 IIpsAMO ceryac.

AH YeHr BRITTISIOEN Tak, CJIOBHO yXKe IepeayMall CoTlalllaThCs Ha JaHHYI0 COENKY U CUJIBHO 3aMSsICs,
He pelasich elCTBOBATE.



— Ionro emuié gymats Oymelns? TakuMu TeMIIaMH MOU IIOPe3 3aTSHETCS U JOTOBOPY He OBITh, —
oTpe3ajia JeByIlIKa, Oyayun cepbe3HO HACTPOEHHOW Ha JaHHYIO CHOEJKY.

[Isu [I;Xy caMa He 3aMeTHIIa, UTO BefleT ce0s1 Kak 00uKeHKa u3-3a HefloBepHus AH YeHra K eé€
obermranuio... Ho cBo# BEIGOP OHa MEHSTH HE XKejlajia ¥ X0Tejla OKa3aTh MOJIOIOMY YEJI0BEKY, YTO
Oosbllle HE HaMepeHa ero mpenaBaTh.

— T'ocnioxa [I2Ky TOYHO yBEpEHHA, YTO II0TOM He IoxajeeT? — MpayHo 3apajl Bonpoc MMneparop,
yKe He TaKMM CaMOLOBOJIbHEIM TOHOM Kak paHbIIle, CIIOBHO CJIOBa [EBYIIKU 3a[eJId ero 3a XKUBOE.

— YBepeHa, — He ayMmas, oTpe3ana [lIsu [Ixy. «ECnu Tak s CMOTY BEPHYTh TBOE HOBEPUE», —
mofyMasia JeBYIIKa U BHE3allHO yCIIbllana B ronoBe CUCTEMY:

[[To3mpaBnsito. YpoBeHb nonHo mo6su AxH Yenra goctur 75%. ITocne 100% CucteMa Bac MOKUHET, U
BBl Oy/ieTe TI0JTHOCTHIO0 CBOOOTHL. ]

«Bcero-To 25% mo mosnHou mo6Bu? M 9TO moce Toro, Kak Mbl He BUIE/INCh XPEeH 3HaeT CKOJIbKO JIeT?
BoT 3T0 51 mOHUMAaW 0gepKUMOCTD...» — MogyMasa [IXKy, HO He MOrJjla OTPULaTh, YTO faHHAsI HOBOCTh
BHI3BAJIO IIPUSATHOE YYBCTBO B I'PY[H.

— Torma, — cpenaB ope3 Ha CBOel nafgoHu U NpoTsaHyB e€ s [1XKy, 3akoHuun A1 YeHra. —
IoroBOp 3aKII0YEH.

Kak TOnpKO XOJIOOHEIE CI0BA 3afieNlU CIIyX OEeBYIIKY, OHa YCOMHUIIACh B CBOEM DEIIeHUH U CePbe3HO
3amyMainach: «A TOYHO U g yBepeHa B 9TOM fH Yenre?»
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