CTeHBI KOMHATHI, B KOTOPO# CTOSITT XUTOPH, OBITY TTOKPHITE KapTUHAMHU U APYTUMHU YKPALIEHUSIMHU.
Ha nosy OBl pacTesieH KpacHBIM KOPOIEBCKUM KOBED, a PSIAOM ¢ XUTOPHU CTOsIIa OObIast
IByCIajgbHas KPOBaTk.

XI/ITOpI/I B3rJIAHYJI B CTOPOHY, OH YBHUIEJI CBEXHUE Q)pYKTBI B TapeJIKe U PA3JINYHBIE HAIIUTKH,
PacCCTaBJIEHHEIE PAOOM. OH nogHsn TOJIOBY M yBUOEJI HECKOJIBKO CJIYT, OKHNIOAIOIINX €ro.

YesoBeK, OIeTHIM B UEPHBIM KOCTIOM HUHA3S, BRICKOYMIT U3-TI0T 3eMJIM U3 HUOTKy/a. "I, Mou Apyr,"

— Oii, Januu. XuTopu He BIrNIAHYI Ha [lanun. [Jariuu u3nasn HeOOIbIOoM CMEIIOK, KOraa
MIOIIPUBETCTBOBAI ETO.

He Tepsis HU ceKyHAHl, [awuu BhIOEKAI U3 KOMHATHL. «JlaBai, BEIIOIHUM OCTABIIKAECS KBECTHI».
XuTopHu HaOMOmaI CO CBOET0 MECTa, IoKa [lauyu He BHIIIET U3 KOMHATHL.

"Ara." OH nocnenmoBal 3a Januu.

Onu o0a UM 1m0 YEepPTOBCKHU O0JIBIINM KOpHUOOpPaM, YKpalll€HHBIM BCEBO3MOXKHEIMHU BEIIIaMM:
KapTUHaMH, IB€TaMH, IIJIaKaTaMH, OTHAMHU U €Ile 9YeM-TO.

Haiun IIOBEPHYII HAlIPAaBoO, U XI/ITOpI/I nociaenoBai 3a HuUM. OHHK IIPOIIJIX II0 Y3KOMY KOPHUOOPY U
OCTAaHOBHUIIHCE IIepen Ol"pOMHOfI OBEPLBIO.

XUTOPH MPUIIIOCH IPOXTH BIIEPEN, ITOCTYy4aTh B OTPOMHYIO IBEPh U Ha3BaTh CBOM UTPOBLIE UMEHA,
yTOOBI BOUTH B KOMHATY. «3TO Pio u Jawyu Youiia».

I/Irpa ImoaTBepOnjia ero JINYHOCTE. ‘IeTBepo OXPAaHHHUKOB, CTOSABIIUX Y nBepefI, OTKDPGRIJIA OBEPHL U
IIOKJIOHHUIINCH, KOT'Ia BOIIIH XI/ITOpI/I u [lauyu.

k] CepegrHbl KOMHATBI. — Pro... — pa3maicsa HpeprBI/ICTBII;I TOJI0C CTapHKa, — MOMU CHIH... —
IIPOOOJIZKHUIT OH.

Xutopu 6pocusncs K kpoBatu. Munuctpel NPC, CTOSBILIKE PSIOM CO CTAPUKOM, GBICTPO OTCTYIIHIIH.

XuTOpY mepeceKk OrpOMHYI0 KOMHATY ¥ OCTAHOBHUJICS BO3JIe CTapuKa, JIeXKallero Ha KOPOIeBCKOM
KPOBATH — Ha CMEPTHOM Ofipe.

— P1o... — cHOBa npo6opMoTasn oH. MyX4rHa Me[JIeHHO C TPYLOM IIOOHSI PYKY.
— Ia, otern. OH HAaKJIOHWICS ¥ CXBATUJI IIONHUMAIOIIYIOCS PYKY CTapHKa.

«CBIH MOH... — CTapHK IPOOOIKaJl CMOTPETh Ha XUTOPU, — S MOJXKEH U3BUHUTLCA. [laxe Mmocne
BCETO0, YTO THI CHie/iaJl i Halllero KOPOJIEBCTBA, S BCE ellle X04y, YTOOH Thl UCIIOJIHUII MO€e
IocjiegHee XKejlaHue...» TaKOU TUIINYHLIN KOJI.

My}K‘-II/IHa IIOCMOTPEII BHU3 U BEITAIIIWII U3-I10 Of€sJIa IIMCbMO, 3aTeM IIOJHEC €T0 K XI/ITOPI/I.

— 9TO MUCHMO... — Hayal OH, — g He MOTY IOBEePUTh 3TO MUChMO HUKOMY, KpoMe TeOsi, — cKa3as OH
cnabBIM T0JIOCOM, — 3TO MOe IocenHee kenanue, Pio. [ToxkanyiicTta, mepegai 9T0 IUCHMO MOEMY
goporoMmy ctrapomy gpyry Cairo.

CTapHK IepecTas TOBOPUTEL. XUTOPH B3I MHCHMO B PYKH, ¥ My2KYHHA CHOBA CKa3all: «f MoBepsiio
Tebe, CLIHOKY.



— [Ha, oTen, — MYy2XK4YKMHA 3aKPHIJ I''lTa3a 1 CHOBA 3aCHYII C 00JIer4YeHHOM YJ'IBI6KOI>'I Ha JINIIE.

XuTopu noBepHYyIcs K [lauyu. OHu 00a BBIIUIA U3 3aMKa U ITOCKAKAJK Ha JIOMIAMSIX IT0 KOPOJIEBCTRY,
OTBEPTHYB ITOMOIITh CBOUX CIIYT.

Kak TONMbKO OHU OOCTUTIH I'PaHUIBI CBOETO KOPOJIEBCTBA, Iepen UX I''la3aMU IIPpeCTalla MaJIeHbKasa
XM2KWHA, CTOABIIAA IIepea TEMHBIM JIECOM.

OO0a crne3nu c NoIafen, IOJOIIIN K XUKUHE U IIOCTy4Yanu B iBephb. — Caliro-caH, aTo Pio, — mo3Ban
XUTOPU CHAPYXKHU.

B cnenyromuii MOMEHT OHU YCJIBIIIAJIY LIEeTY0K U OBephb OTKPhIIack. «O, Poo-KyH...» Opyrou cTapuk
KPENKUM TeJIOCIIOKEHUEeM, MyKECTBEHHBIM JIULIOM, TEMHBIMH YePTaMu JIUIa, HO JOOPHEIM
BEIpAXKEHUEM JIMIla OTKPHUL OBEPS, «U [arun-Youiina-KyH, moxanyicra, BXOTUTE».

OH oToIIEeN U TPHUBETCTBOBAII IBYX UTPOKOB B CBOe xukKKHe. OH IOAoLIeN K AePEBIHHON KyXOHHOU
CTOUKE CBOEU XUXKHUHBEL. — YTO MPUBEJIO BaC ABOUX B XMXKHUHY 9TOTO CTapuKa?

— CIIPOCHII OH, OCTAaHOBUBIIKCH Iepef mKadoM. Cairo BeITamua ABe GaphopoBrle YAlIKU U BPYYHUIT
UX IOHBIM UTPOKaM. "dTO ObI BB XOTEJIU BHIIUTH?" -CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Cnapkoe 3enbe, MoXkKanyicTta, — OTBETUN [lanyu.

MyxX4rHa BLIHY al04YKy U3-II0 CBOEY CBETI0-KOPUYHEBOU MaHTHUU. «3elbe AMau», — IPOIen OH
B3MaXxOM I1aJI0YKH, ¥ B CTaKaHe MOSBUIACh XKUIKOCTh PO30BOro0 LiBeTa. "Brnepeq, npoponxauTe." OH
00epHYJICS MOCNe TOr0, KaK BJIOXKUJ CBOIO ITaJI0YKy BHYTPE.

XUATOPH MOOHSI YallKy M CHesan IMoToK. — Cauro-caH, — XUTOPU IIOCTaBUII YalllKy, — OTel] IIPUCIal
BaM 3TO MUChMO. Caiiro 0CTaHOBUIICS, UTO OBl OH HU fefal, u 00epHYyJICS.

«3JTOT cTapuk... He MOTy TOBEPUTH, UTO OH HA CMePTHOM ofpe». Caliro o6epHyscsa. «Mbl BHBOeM
COBePIIEHCTBOBAIICH BMECTE C TOIPOCTKOBOTO BO3paCTa, 1 HUKOITa He JyMaJl, YTO NIPUAET BPeMs,
KOr7ia HaM 000MM IIPUAETCS IOIPOLIAThC».

Cauro nmopoiuesn K XuTopu, XUTOPU BCTaJl CO CBOEI'0 MeCTa U IPOTIHYJI eMy IIUCbMO. «TOJIBKO eCiiu
OBl OH ITPOJIOIKaJl COBEPIIEHCTBOBATLCA... OH CTajl Ob 66CCMEPTHHIM, KaK $... — OH B3SJI ITUCBMO, —
KaK Thl, — 000aBUJI OH, — ¥ KaK TBOU Apyr». OH yKa3aa IuchMOM Ha 000MX ¥ Ha3Bajl UX HMeHa.

OH moCcMOTpEeN BHU3 U OTKPHUT MUCHMO. «TOJIbKO ecy Obl He 3TOT YEPTOB IpefaTeib...» Calro 3axarn
ITUCHMO B CBOMX TOJICTHIX, MYCKY/IMCTHIX PyKaX ¥ HadaJjl ero YUTaTh.

Yepes HECKONBKO CeKyHy Cairo MOIHSII TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPEIT Ha XUTOPH CO CIe3aMU Ha rjia3ax.
n "
Cnacubo...

XI/ITopI/I KHWBHYII B OTBET.

Caiiro pa3BepHYJICS ¥ BOIIEJ B CBOIO XUKUHY, OH YTIIyOUIICS, IPOU3HEC 3aKJIMHAHUE, YTOOB OTKPHITh
CEKPETHYIO ABEPD, U BOILIEN B CEKPETHYI0 KOMHATY. XUTOPH U [lavyuu yCINBIIIAIyd FPOX0YyIue 3BYKH,
npexpae yeMm Cauro BBIIIIET U3 CEKPETHOM KOMHATHI.

['na3a Xutopu u Jawyu ObIM IPUKOBAHH K IBYM IIpeaMeTaM, KoTopble Caliro mpuHec ¢ Co00M.
«CoMa Monpocu MeHs IOYTUTh Te0s 9TuM MedoM». OH nofo1es K XUTOPHU U IOfapuiI eMy OOJIbIIOon
Med. «9To He IPoCTo Med... Korpma-To oH npuHajsiexan ChHy HeOecHOTro uMieparopa. Tak uTo



VICIIOJIb3YU €T0 C OCTOPOXKHOCTBIOY.
XuTOpU KHMBHYJ, CXBaTUB B PyKax OrpoMHEIHM Med. [Tepen XuTopu MpoMeNbKHYJIO COOOIIeHHE.

[[TonyuyeH Benukuit Meu chiia HeGecHoro MMmepaTopa CTO CEMbECST EBSTOI'0 YPOBHS —
KyJIbTUBUDPYEMEBIN DKCKanuoyp]

«A 4To Kacaercs Te0s, [aiuu Youiina-KyH, — oH nopoien K [laitun ¢ KaTaHOU B PyKax, — TO TeIePhb
3TO IPUHALJIEXKUT Tebe».

Yamka Brinasna u3 pyk [Jawyu. "Boxe MOI." ero pyku He epecTaBaiu TPACTUCH. "KaTaHa
JereHfapHoro younsl!!" — B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3aKpHyall OH.

VIMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT Iepe[ UX 3KpaHaMM IOSIBUIOCH COOOIEHHUE.
[mocnemuuit TOOOYHEINM KBECT BHIIIOIHEH |
[BepHYTBCA K KOponio Come B 3aMKe]

[Tocne HECKONIBKMX MTHOBEHUY HACNIaXKIeHUsI CBOel 1o0emoi UM 1mopa OblI0 BO3BpallaThCs. XUTOPH
u [Tanyu momaxanu Calro B OTBET, KOT7ia OHK 00a yexXajld Ha CBOUX JIOIIAMSX.

[Tepen HUMM OTKPHITHACEH OOJBIIIHE BOPOTA 3aMKa, ¥ OHU 00a BOILIUIKM B 3aMOK Ha CBOMX JIoImaasax. Kak
¥ CKa3ajla UM CHCTeMa, OHM 00a HAllPaBUIKCh IPSIMO K 3aMKY.

Ero oter cupesn, MPUCIOHUBIINCDH K CITUHKE KPOBATH. — JTOT Mey Tebe UIeT, CHIHOK, — CKa3aJl OH.

XHUTOPH KUBHYJI ¥ BCTAJI PSIOM C OTIIOM. «Jla», — IPHIIIOCH €My OTBETUTD, YTOORI IIPOABUHYTh
HCTOPHIO BIEpeN.

ComMa moxJionas PyKou 0 CTYJy PSIOM C KpOoBaThi0. XUTOPH B3TJIAHY/Ia Ha TaOypeTKy, Ipexae 4eM
CECTb.

— Bupub nu, Pio... — OH MONOXUT PYKY Ha 6eipo XUTOPHU, — COCTOSTHUE 3TOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA
MHOT'0e U3MeHUJIO TI0CTIe IIpefaTeNibCTBa TBOero OpaTa, — IPOMOJIXKUI OH, — U [IOCJIe CMEPTH TBOEU
MaTepy, — CKa3al oH. «b0ioch, y MEeHS 0CTasrioch Majio BpeEMEeHU CO MHOW», — OH OIYCTUII TOJIOBY.

XUTOPH MPOAOJIXKAJI CMOTPETh Ha CTapHKa, KOTOPHI OTHUMAJ Y HETO MHOTO BpEMEHH BMECTO TOTO,
yTOOBI OBICTPO IPOABUTATH HCTOPHIO. "d moHuMalo." Hy, mpaBa, ¢ TeX 1OpP, Kak ero oTel] IepecTa
KYyJIbTUBHAPOBATE.

— Ho... — cka3asn cTapuk, — s He MOT'Yy yMepeTh, He 0CTaBUB 3TO KOPOJIEBCTBO B PyKax CIIOCOOHOT0
yeJioBeKa, — OH B3TJISIHYN Ha [lauyu, — THI U TBOU OPYT — MOSI NOCTeOHSS HafeXk/a... CKaXku, Thl
3alUTHUIIL 3TO KOPOJIEBCTBO? "

Onu 06a KMBHYNU. — Y3C, Cap! — KpUKHyn [Jaundu.

«TpOH 3TOT0 KOPOJIEBCTBA HEKOTOPOE BpeMs KIajl CBOETO cliefyoliero obnamaTens... HacTodmuM s
00BsIBIISAI0 TeOsT KOPOJIEM CBOET0 KOPOJIeBCTBa, P1o». oH mocMoTpen Ha Pio ¢ ynribkoi: «UTo KacaeTcst
Te0s1, [Jaiiuu YOuiilla-KyH, TO TeIIEPh 3TO PelleHNe TPUHAAJIEKUT P10, TOCKOIBKY OH KOPOJIb».

«Cmnacu0o... oTelr,»

«41 HamewCk, YTO BEI 3AlIUTUTE U COXPaHUTE 3TO KOPOJIEBCTBO C BEPHOCTBEIO XU MYyZKECTBOM>. U kak



TOJIbKO COMa CKa3saJs 3TU CJI0Ba, OH 3aMep.

[uHb. Becy Mup nepepn Xutopu 3amep. Koposs, MUHUCTPEL ¥ caM XUTOPH HE MOTJIX IIOIIEBEJIUTEC.
[Tepen HUMU IPOMENIBKHYJIO ellle ONHO COOOIIeHNUe.

[Urpa 3akoHYeHa. BbI IPOIIIN CIOKETHBIA PEXKUM UTPHI]

[[To3mpaBnsieM! Bamr gyaT cTani TpeTbUM B MUPE, 3aBEPLINBIIAM UTPY! ]
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