— Bce B IIopsAgKe. IlaBariTe mougeM u IIOCMOTPHM Ha CUTyallUIO, ITPpeXKae 9eM IIPUHNUMATh
penienue, — E Croans BcTan u CO6paJ'IC$I HUOTH.

CrapocTa u M3p IepeBHU HEPBHO cllegoBanu 3a HUM. OHM TaKXKe YyBCTBOBAJIHU Ce0ST OUEHb
0€eCIIOMOIITHEIMH.

Bce momkHO OB1I0 OBITH XOPOIIIO, HO KTO-TO CO3Ma 3[1eCh IPOOIEMEL.

Ecnu Takoe xopoiiiee feso OBIJI0 UCIIOPYEHO, TO TOCMOTPUM, KaK 3TH JIIoAu OyAyT XKUTh B IEPEBHE B
OaJIbHEeHIeM.

[Tocneguue gBa OHS OHU HEOTCTYIIHO ciiefoBanu 3a monbMu E Croansd. B utore stu aogu ctanu
IT0OX0XHY Ha KAMHHU B BEITPEOHOM siMe, TBePHble ¥ HETIOOBUXKHEIE.

B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha BOCTOYHOU CTOPOHE [AEPEBHU HECKOJIbKO KPECThSH AepXKalu B pyKaxX CBOU OPYOUS
TPyHa, 3aHUMast 000POHUTEIbHYIO O3UIMI0. [lepen HUMHU CTOsJI0 MHOXKeCTBO Jofe E CioaHs, ¥ OHU
OBLIM TOTOBHI CpazkKaThCsI HACMEPTD, €CJIM €T0 JIIOAU IIOCMEIOT TPOHYThL X oMa.

MHorue KPeCThsiHE YK€ OKPY2KUIIN UX W JTACKOBO YIOBapPHBaAJIH.

— Aljio, 4TO BHI fleniaeTe! JTO Ke SIBHO XOpOIllee [eJi0, 3a4eM Bl CYeTUTECH?

— Bawm peiicTBUTeNnbHO He XBaTaeT nobponerenu! Heyxkenu Bbl BCe HE MOXKETe IepecTaTh 60NTaTh U
CEeCTb 3a CTOJI, YTOOHI IIOTOBOPUTH? BEI maxke mpuHecIu opynus younictea. Bel cobupaeTech
OCTaHOBUTBCS II0CJIe TOTO, KakK yObeTe KOro-HUOymb?

— 3abynpTe 006 9TOM, 3TO OecroIe3Ho, 4YTo Obl MBI HU roBopunu! CTapocTa JepeBHU U M3D MOIIIA
pas3roBapuBaTh C HUMHU 110 oyepenu. KTo u3 Hux cpasncs? IIpocTo oHU OBUIM OCNETIEHH ¥ COIIIU C
yMa!

— OHU BCe BUIEIU MUDP CHAPYXH, HO 51 He JyMalo, UTO OHU TaK JKe Pa3yMHE, KaK CTapUKHU U CTapyxXu
B Halllen gepeBHe!

B atoT momeHT E CioaHb U OCTalbHBEIE TOXKE IPUOBIIM Ha MECTO COORITHS. YBUIEB ero, monu E
CroaH$ OISATUNINCH U IIOIPUBETCTBOBAIIH €T0.

E CroaHb MaxHyJ pPyKoOii, TOKa3kIBas, YTO HE HYKHO OBITh TAKUM BEXKJIUBHIM. 3aT€M OH CIIPOCHII:

— Yto cnyuyunock? YTo BH fenaete?

Brimrenn HavaIpHUK y4acTKa U MOYTUTENIBHO cKa3all E CroaH!o:



— Bce Tak, mpencemarens. MBI TOTOBOPUIIY C HUMHU B COOTBETCTBHUY C Ballled IIPOChO0H ¥ MOAPOOHO
pacckasany 0 KoOMIeHcauu. X ceMby ¢ PafoCThi0 COTIACHIIUCE, HO CETOHS BOPYT MepeayMally.
OHU CKa3asy, 4TO 9TO WX POLOBOM IOM U OHU HE TO3BOJIAT ero cHecTu. Cyps 1Mo BceMy, OHU
coOMpAIOTCST 0CTAThCS 37ECh U MMOTHSATD IIEHY.

— O, — otBetun E Cioanb. OH mogyMas, 4TO 3TO HEYTO YAUBUTEIIbHOE.

Ecnu OB OHE He TOAIKCAIHM COTJIAIlIeHre, TO BCce OblI0 OB HOPMAIbHO, HO 3a4eM OBIJIO Tak
BpaXmoBaTh?

B 3TOM He OBII0 HUKAKOM HEe0OXOIUMOCTH.

OHU CSTYT U XOPOILEHBKO IIOTOBOPSAT. EC HUYero He BRIUJET, TO U He HAfO.

B mo6om Clly4dae, 3TO OBLIIO HE MECTO pacCoyioKeHusd 30JI0TOM JKUJIbI, TaK YTO 3TO HE UMEJIO
3Ha4YeHH4d.

MG}KI[y TeéM, Ha4aJIbHUKY OBLIJIO OYEHb TOPBKO.

Kutenu gpyrux paiOHOB OKa3aJIUCh OYE€Hb CTOBOPUYMBLIMHU U TTOATIMCAJIA OOTOBOP PaHbIlle BDEMEHH.

311er JKe B HECKOJIbKHUX CEeMbSIX OBIJIM TOJIBKO CTapHUKHU. Xotsa CTapUKH ObIIH OOBOJIBHEI, OHHU
YYBCTBOBAJIH, YTO HeO6XOJII/IMO O6CYI[I/ITB 9TO0 C OETbMH, U IIO3TOMY OTJIOZKHUJIX 3TO OO BUEPAITHETO
OHs.

qupa, KOrja JeTH U3 9THX CeMel Ipuexanu IOMOM, OTBETCTBEHHBIN COTPYOHUK JIMYHO IIPUIIETT 1
PacCCKa3all UM 0 COOTBETCTBYIOINUX IIPABUJIAX U OEeTaIAX KOMIIEHCAIINH. Torma oHU maxe
COI'/TaCHUIINCh.

HeoxupgaHHo, KOTa CeTOOHS OH IIPKBEJI Ha IIOPOT I0T0BOPa ¥ COTPYOHUKOB, 3TU JIIOOU Cpa3y
3alIyMeu.

OHH moCTany MOTHITH U JIONATHL U, TOX03Ke, COOMPAMCh APAThCSI Ha CMEPTh.

OTBeTCTBeHHOMy JInOy He XO0TeJIOCh HaXOOUThCA B COCTOSAHUA B3aMMHOH BPaXkrl, HO €CJIK OH HE
IIPOSIBUT BJIACTHOCTH, TO MOT'YT ITIOCTPAdATh ¥ UX COTPYOHUKH.

OH He MOT B35Th Ha ce0s TaKyI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTE.

Yem GorbIlle HAYATBHUK AyMall 00 9TOM, TeM OOJbIIe 3JTUIICS.



910 OBlNa OEeWCTBUTENBLHO OeIHas JepeBHs, B KOTOPOH POXKIAINUCh HETIOKOPHEIE oy !

9T0 ke Hafo ObIJIO TAaK YOAYHO IIOACTh B TAKYIO CUTYyaIHIo!

9TtuM yOmoaKaM IPeicTosINI0 YMEPETh C TONIOAY. A UM [aXKe M0Ka3aJloCh, YTO MIUPOT HEJIOCTAaTOYHO
CBLITHBIN!

OHM 3aCTyKUIM CMEPTh OT HUIIETHI!

CTE\pOCTa OePeBHHU pO6KO CTOSJI 3a CIIMHOU M3pa, He XKeJlad IIOKAa3bIBAThECA Ha I'/Ia3a.

ITUM KHUTEJISIM He ObUIO OO0 Hero HUKAKOoTIo fena.

Korga oH momren yperynupoBaTs KOHGIUKT, 3TH JIIOOM CMOTPENU Ha Hero KpaeM ria3a. OHu
CMOTpEJIH Ha CeIbCKOTO CTAPOCTY CBHICOKA, KaK OYTO TOT COBEPILUII IPeaTeIbCTRO.

He YBaXaliid HE TOJIBKO CTAPOCTY, HO X M3Da.

Korga mMap nmpuxonui K HUM B IOM KaK T'OCTb, OHM yKe 3HaJIM, YTO M3P UMeJ B BUIY, KOTHa
npuxonui. 2KeHITUHE B [OMe HapOYHO IOIMETaIH IO PSIOM C M3POM, OTUEro JieTesla IhIhb.

Ma3p 4yTh He 3aJ0XHYJICA.

[Tepen TeM Kak 3aKpHITh IBEPh, OHK [aKe CKa3aIu eMy, YTO [T0Ka He PellleH BOIIPOC CO CHOCOM, UX
CEeMbsIM HYKHO yOMPAThCs, ¥ BCTPedaTh FOCTEH UM HeymOoGHO.

WHBIMH CIIOBAMH, MaXKe eC/IM OH ¥ MPUOET, TO BCe PaBHO OymeT moaaH ¢ 00JIbIION METIIOH.

E Croans nmomo3Bain K cebe CTApPOCTy OEPEBHU U HETPOMKO CIIPOCHII:

— Kakue OTHOLIEeHUSI MeXAy 3TUMU ceMbsIMu? [10X0XKe, OHM XKUBYT COBCEM PSILOM.

,]:[BOpH HECKOJIbKHUX ceMel OBbLIN COeIVHEHEI U HaXOOUJINCh B BOCTOYHOM YTy HE€PEBHHU.

CrapocTa JepeBHU TYT XKe OTBETHUIL:

— OHu BCe OBOIOPOOHEIE OPaThs ¥ MOTYT CUUTATHCS OJHOU 00MbINOM ceMbeli. OHU TECHO CBSI3aHHI U
o4YeHb OJTM3KU OPYT C OPYTOM.



E CroaHb KuBHYJ. HeynuBUTEIBHO, YTO OHU MOTJI PaboTaTh BMecTe. Beob oHU ObITH
POOCTBEHHUKAMHU.

Bce umnenn aTux cemeit y3Hanu E CioaHs. OHU CIIBIIIaNM OT CBOMX POJICTBEHHUKOB, UTO OOJIBIION
60cc, KOTOPHIY XOTeN IPHOOPECTH UX NEPEBHI0, ObIIT BOCBMU-IEBATUIETHUM PeOEHKOM.

Teneps, Korma ouu yBunenu, Kak E CioaHb IIeYeTcsl CO CTAapOCTOM IePeBHU, KaK OHM MOTJIU He OBITh
yBepeH:! B tuyHoCcTU E Croansa?

HeckonbpK0o MyKUKH CpeOHEro Bo3pacTa ObIcTPo obMeHsmuch B3rasigamu. E Cioans Habmoman 3a
HUMM ¥ YJIOBUJI B UX TJIa3aX CaMOMOBOJIbCTBO.

OHU He XOTeJIM BeCTH IIEPEeTOBOPHI C 3TUMHU OECII0NIe3HBIMU cojifaTaMu. ITO ObII0 OGecrosne3no. OHH
BOOOIIIe He MOTJIM IIPHUHSThH PelIeHue.

Iaxe cTapocTa ¥ M3p JepeBHU ObUIM TaKUMU XKe€.

Onu IIPOCTO COTPYAHHUYAIN C 6ombiuM 60occoM. He OHM mIaTuim 3a 3To. FOBOpI/ITB 00 9TOM OBIJIO
IIPOCTO XKEJIaHUEM.

Temeps, Korga 6osbIIoro 6occa He OBIIO, 3TO 0O3HAYATIO0, YTO OOJIBIION O0CC IEHUT UX IEePEBHIO.

— I'M, BBI TOT CaMblii HaYaIbHUK, KOTOPHIA X04eT 3KCIIPOIIPHUUPOBATh HAIK foMa, BepHO? [103BobTe
MHE CKa3aTh BaM, YTO 3TO POJOBOM OOM HAIlleW CEMbH. JTO Hallla XKM3HEeHHAas Cujla. ME TOYHO He
CTaHEM ero CHOCUTh, — MyKUYMHaA CPEOHUX JIeT BCTaJl U MOTPSIC MOJIOTKOM B PYKe.
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