BrICOKMIt, KPHUBOH [OM OBLI OTPazkaEH OT IIIYMOB 3TOM HOUYM. Tuxas, CIsinas KOMHAaTa COBCEM He
TPEBOKMIIACh CYMATOXOM CHapyKHu. JIIoou 3mech ciianyu HempoOyIHbEIM CHOM - Ileast ceMbsi Biajia B
3a0BIThE CBOETO Ke Pa3yMa, B THUIIMHY CBOETO0 Tojioca. 3[eCh yKe, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, HUKTO U He XKUJI,
KpPOMe 3amacoB Msca. Korga-To aTu «3amackl» MOTJIM OHINATh ¥ PafOBaThCS XKU3HY, a Cerlyac, Ux
Cpa3uj HOCUTENb CUHUX OfIeSTHUM, B TPeXe U Iedaliy, CPa3uBIIU 1ebii ropon. Oméprusasi MITOPH B
CTOpPOHY, purypa 6e3 pyK U Tejla Omepiiachk CBOUMU JIOKTSIMHU Ha OKHO 0€3 CTEKOJI, BCIyIINBasCh B
yIIUIY 0 He¥ CBOMMM MHOTOTHICSYHBIMU, OTCYTCTBYIOIIUMY yitamu. OHU OBUTH Be3[e U HUTHE,
BCerga u HuKormaa. OguH TOJIBKO eé o6pa3 mIENT Bpa3pe3 TOro, 4To OBII0 BOKPYT. BeuHas cIyTHHIIA
BCeTfa 0XKMfaJia YCIIbIIIATh HOBYI0 UCTOPHIO, a0kl €€ He YCIbIIanu IpyTre.

A ceriuac, OHa MIIET OfHY, OIPEeNelEHHYI0 UCTOPHIO. ..

Paspesast BO31yX, XKeJle3HbIH 3BYK MPOH3aEeT TUIIUHY. ITO OBIJT B3MaX MSCHUKA, XOMSIIETo 10 yIullaM
¥ coOMpaIoUUM CBOY ypoxkai. JINo 3TOro MsiCHUKa TOBOPUJIO O Ilevau U COUYBCTBUU K MACY. 3a
HUM CJIeflyeT XJIUIKOe 3X0 Yel-TO IJIOTH, eCIH MOH00HbIH 3ByK BOOOIIIE MOXKHO aCCOIIMUPOBATD CO
3BYKOM, YTO M3MIQ€ET IJIOTE.

XoTs, MOXKHO T Ha3BaTh Te Ky4H, UTO OHU coOupaloT, "mnoThio"? CKopee, 3TO CBsI3aHHBIE U
pa3Bsg3aHHbIe KYCKU MsCa, pa3pe3aHHble Ha MHOXKECTBO KyCOYKOB M3 3JI0CTU. JTa 37I0CTh
nepefiaBajiach B HUX, OHM OyKBaJIbHO BOHSIM 3TOUW HEHABUCTHIO OT CBOETO YOUMIIE], 3Ta 3JI0CTh U3 HUX
BHITE€KAJla IUTPaMHy BOHIOUEHW U Cepou KPOBH.

Ypsi-TO yKe MobGIeNHeBIIas pyKa Temeph jiekalla Ha 3eMyie, TIOYTH He UCTeKast KPoBbio. DUOIIeTOBO-
3eIéHbIe BeHBI IPOOMBAIKCh CKBO3b KOXKY, IEITAsCh IUPKYINPOBATH KPOBL 6€3 Cepalia - 9TO OLIO
6e3ycrerniHo. Llemyio HOYB U I1eJI0e YTPO OHa Jiexkasa 0e3 CBOero X03suHa, a Teleps - eé moadupaoT,
HAKOHeIl-To... Ho He eé Brmagenell. [TocnenHye Kaliy, IENssch 3a 3eMJTI0 U CTapasiCh YTSIHYTh eé
00paTHO, CPHIBATIUCE U Mafaiu. «[1T0X» - ¥ TeIeph OHA JIEKUT B Ky4e MHOTHUX OPYTHX YaCTeH,
IMOPEe3aHHbIX IT0 KYCOYKaAM. OTmeyaTkyd CUHUX JIGHHPII:I GBIJ'II/I Ha HUX BUOHEI siICHEEe, KaK HUKOI'Ia - €ero
OTJIMYUTEIbHEIN CJIe.

9T0 maseko He MEPBHI CIy4dail U He TEPBOE IIPOUCIIECTBIE HA CEBEPE, HO ONIPEeNIeNIEHHO, CaMoe
SIPKO€ U 3MOIMOHaIbHOE U3 HuX. YeM riay6Ke B JIeC - TeM T'ylle OepeBbs. UeM Jajblie B IeHTp - TeM
OecnortaiHee ero youicTaa.

[ToyTy NOJHBEIN BaroH, pa3MepoM C MaJeHbKUH capai 6e3 KPHIIIK, ObIT TOX0XK Ha TOpY, eIl
xpebeT 13 6JeQHBIX WJIX 3arOPeJIbIX PYK U TeJl, BOHSIOMUX 60PI0BOM KPOBhIO, CMELIaHHYIO C
ankorojeM. Ero tamunu rop6aTslie, KJIBIKACThle 3Be€PU, YTO MOPILUIN CBOM OTPOMHbIE HOCEL OT TaKOH
CMECH 3allaxoB. Jlake UM He HpaBWJIach aTMocdepa BOKPYT.

- Brl 3akorumnnu? Beex nexauux coOpanu? IlepekpécTok, ynuiy umenu Illecroro, Istoro, [lecsaToro
(MUméH unp ®aMunuil yx 5 He IIOMHIO) - TOTOBO? -

[TocnwIIancs: BeIM4YeCTBEHHEIN T0JI0C CE0r0 BearuKaHa ¢ MadyeTe. OH TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO 3aKOHYHII C
0c060 OOJIBIIMMY U IIETTBHEIMU KyCKaMHU, HhIHE y2Ke MEPTBHIX TOCTEH U3 IPYTUX PETHOHOB,
OCTABMBIIHKX ITOCJIE MTPa3IHKUKA CBOIO XU3Hb. Ero 60poda moXoauia [0 CaMoro Mosica, OJIHOTO
IIJIOTHOTO, TOBOPSIIIIET0 0 OOTATCTBE M CHITOCTH. Er0 OTONIEHHEIE 10 MJIeYr PYKHU ObITA HCIHCAHH B
IIpaMax ¥ TaTyupoBKax. OOHAKO JI0XKHO OBIIO OBl HA3BaTh €T0 TOJICTHIM HJIM HEIIOBOPOT/IMBEIM, - HET,
Iaxe He Tak, - TNIymo u 6e3mapHo. B HEM mpornsgeBanack GuanyecKas MOIb, CPaBHUMAs C TEM, YTO
MBI BUMM Y CJIOHOB.

- IIa, BoX[b, coOpanu Bcex! -

OTo3BasIcs rojIoc 0T CaMOT0 MAJIOro U3 HUX, CaMOoro Mojiomoro. OH Toxe ObIT He MaJIbIX ra6apHT013,



110 CPaBHEHHNIO C OIPYTUMH JIIOOBMHU, HO OCTAJIbHAsA I'PYIIIa KaXKeTCAd HaCTOAIIMMHU MOHCTPAMU. 3T10
OBLI KJIaH, 1 KJIaH MOTYH.IeCTBeHHBIfI, BeOb 3TO MECTHBIE XKUTEJIN.

[Tocne Manoro, Hayanu OT3HIBATHCS U APYTHe. B 11e10M, Tpymmna cocTosiyia u3 gecsatu royios. OnuH u3
HUX OBLT HA BaroHe, Iepxa B pyKaX IOBOAbS OT BO3SIIUX MOHCTPOB. Bce, Kak ofiuH, GBI MO-CHITE
paBeH ynuTaHHOMY KabaHy.

- Kakue OynmyT crnenytome Bamy ykasanus, [aBa? -

[Tocne 3agaHHOI0 BOIIPOCA, CEMOM BeIMKAH IMOMHSJI CBOM TOJICTHIM ITaJiel] ¥ IIoYecasl CeIoi 3aThIIOK.
Koxa ero 6nenHee, ueM y Koro-nmu60. OHa nuirs 60JIbIlle JOTOJHSIA eT0 Ce0H, B KaKOM-TO Pofe
OemocHexkHEIN, 00pa3. Jla ¥ Yero TauTh, laxkKe ero MexXoBas IamKa, BOJIOCH U OPOBH - TOYHO CHET Ha
BBICOKOM, KAMEHHOU TOPE, U JIeXKaT 9TH CyrPOOBI Ha CAMBIX BEPIIUHAX.

- Ckaxurte, COJHIIE M0 CUX IIOP cepmuTcs? JIopm Halll, BCE ellle€ OrOPYEHHHIM, He TOKa3bIBaeTCI?..
YKe HOYD ITPOIIIJIA, II0 UMiee, YacOoB LIECTh-TO OT HYJIA. -

He6ornbInas nay3a mmocjaefoBaia 3a 9TUM BOIIPOCOM, KaK TOJIBKO OH [IOCTAJl U3 CBOET0 KapMaHa
IJIOCKHME Yachl, KakK Omonne. OHU OLUIM MO CMEIIHOTO MaJIeHbKHE B €ro Jialax.

OcTanbHBEIE TOPHL U3 IIJIOTH C MayeTe B pyKax IIOCMOTpeNX Ha He0o. ToMbKO ceqoBIacklil Bafiblka
OTKa3BIBAJICSl Ha HETO CMOTPETh, UYBCTBYS TSAXKECTh CBOUX IIJIeY U Iieu. Ero nuilo HamoaHUIoCh
TOCKOH. OTBETHJI OJUH U3 CaMbIX HEeIIPUMeYaTeTbHEIX.

- HeT, cTapmmii, BCE TakXKe, THEBAETCH. -

- flcHo... OH Bce emie roproeT. 2Kanko MHe ero, topaa Hamero. CHadala ero HaclegHUK, Telephb U
mpapoauTenb. Bce cTpamaloT OOHUM TOPEM. -

- Brl B nmopsinke, GaTiomka? Heyxenu BaMm Tak kKanko ComHIE?.. -

BHOBE o6paTuics muammui u3 HuX. OH JeHCTBUTENIBHO 3a0€CIIOKOUICS O CeIOBIACOM, YTO BHIHO II0
ero JIUIY, ¥ TI03BOIHI cebe OmyCTUTh POPMasbHOCTH.

Ero menymka mo6aemqHeN mylie MPeXHero, ¥ CJI0BHO COYJICS Ha METP-IBa BHU3, CKPUBUB CIIUHY. OH
BCE ellé ObIJT CTPAIIHEIM BOMHOM, HaxKe IT0-CPAaBHEHUIO C MOJIOJILIMH, HO celdac, CTapuK
IEeUCTBUTEIHHO BRITISAOEN KaTKo. Co BCEX CTOPOH MOKHO OBIJIO YBUIETh COUYBCTBYIOIIME JIHIIA.
HukTo He cuuTas ero cjaabbIM, OHU TOJIBKO COYYBCTBOBAJIH.

- Ha. 2Kanko, geiiCTBUTENIbHO KalKo. M1 BepHO TH BOIIPOIIaellb MOU cjioBa. He pa3 s Ol He B
MUJIOCTH V HaClleJHUKA, CBAIIEHHOI0 CIIyTH U CyJiTaHa Halllero. [ peliHslii 1, Ipu3HalCh BaM, Ja
CKaXy s 4eCTHO: ¢l caM BUHOBEH B CBOel 0e3HPaBCTBEHHOCTH, ¥ BMECTO XKU3HHU, HAIIl MJIAIIINH JIOPL
JIAIIEL B3S17T MOE ¢10BO. OH BCIIBIILYMB ORI, TIOJ KOHEIl CBOET'0 IIPABJIEHUS, HO OBIJ BCIIBIILYKB U3
6ecrmokoricTBa 1 3a00TH. [103TOMY MHe €ero XaJjko... [laBaliTe BO3BpallaThCs, HaC XKAyT. MBI U Tak
3apiepKanuch, HaC MOT'YT IIOUTHU UCKATh. -

Ho Kak TONhKO CTapuK 3aKOHYUJI CBOIO pedb, OH 3aMeTuJ GUrypy B 60pIoBOH MaHTHUHU, JaJIbIIe
ImepeKpecTus yiul - Tydad OHU HE XOOUJIN. Tam u TPYIIOB OBLIO MaJIO, ¥ HaXOOUuTCA ero Tejlio O0HUM
€IMHCTBEHHHIM IITHOM. Celyac ke OH ITOTUXOHBKY CafIUIICs, IIPUBJIeKas B30p. YeM-TO OHO
IIPUBJIEKAJIOCH, OMHAKO He SICHO TOYHO - OBIIM C TOT'O OIIYIIEeHHUs, YTO OH MCIIbITAJ, BIIEPBHIE IOMafast
B MpaMOpHYI0 LIUTafesb. 3HaKOMOe YyBCTBO... [lorogu, a 4To 3TO y HETO 3a PUCYHOK Ha CIIUHE,
OTKPBIBIIEMCS IIPU ITOocaAKe?.. BEITh MOXKET, eMy ITI0Ka3aJioCh?..



...HekoTopoe BpeMsi, CeIoBIacklil BeJIMKaH He TOPONUJICS 0TBedaTh Ha BOIIPOCH O JOPOTre [I0 LIyTOB,
KOTOPYIO OH 3HAJI, a TakKXe 0 pe3He, YTo 3[ech npousouna. OH He OBUT yBepeH, CTOUT JIU €My 3TO
3HaTh. JTOT OegHATa Ka3aICs IPOCTO CIydYalHbIM [IOCTpafaBIIuM. KaxeTcs, OH faxe He 3HaJl 0 TOM,
KaKyi0 KaTacTpody u3bexkar, a MOTEePSIHHEIN TJ1a3 U O0JIbIIe BHIIABIMBA COMTUAAPHON KAIOCTH K
060pIOBOMY YEJIOBEKY.

Boxkpmb 06epHycs Ha oOpaTuBIIerocs K HeMy. 'ma3a aToro ciaboro yesoBeKa OBIIM CTPAHHBIMH,
CTOJIb BEIPA3UTEIbHEIMHU, PA3YMHBIMHU, JTFOOOMBITHEIMY, ¥ BMECTE C 9THM HOCHUJIH MHOXKECTBO I'DEXOB.
CemoByachlil He 3HaJI, TOYEMY OH MOT ITOJIyYUTh TaKOe BIEYaT/IeHNe, ¥ 110 CEMY, PEIINIT He 3a6uBaTh
3THM T'OJIOBY - OH TaK ¥ He IIOHSJI, YTO Y HET0 Ha CIIMHE, a TaKXkKe IM0YeMy 3TOT YeJIoBeK 6e30 BCSIKOTO
CTpaxa IIPOCUT IIOMOIITH.

- Oa, mpoity, maBail OJIsg Hadajia BCTAHEM. -
ITocnelanock U3 ero, Ha YOouBJIEHUE, TUXUX YCT. CTapI/IK OBITT OYEHb dKKypaTeH C IIOCTPaJgaBIINM.

YXe B clenyloliee MTHOBEHUE, BeJIMKaH IPEKJIOHUJICS Ha KOJIEHO, TI0 CBOEeH BoJie, mabbl TOMOYb
4YeJI0BEKY C HE3[I0POBEIM COCTOSIHHEM Tefla. A 4To eMy, Obiio cnoxkHo? Hu kannu. ConupmapHOCTh U
TIOMOIITb TAKUM Ke, KaK OH, He Oblyia cy102KHOM. OHa OblTa IPUSTHOM [JIS HET'0 CaMOT0 TaK XKe, KakK U
IJIS1 OPYTHUX, B 9TOM CYXOM U YEPCTBOM MHUpE.

OmuH M3 CTOJIOB 9TOT'0 MMPA - COIMIAPHOCTb BCeX KO BceMy. HeBazkHO, KTO TH ¥ KeM ObII, B 9TOM
MUpE - THl TaKO# Xe cTpafanell. 3Mech CTPAaHHBIM CYUTAETCS MYUYHUTh KOT'0-TO, U3IEBKH 3[1€Ch
KaXyTCsS 4eM-TO BapBapCKuM, a OBICTpasi CMEPTH - MUJIOCTh WJIM aKT YBaXKeHUS Iepe]] YMUPAIOIIUM B
MyKax xKaxnabl. [loxkamyii, He 6yIb 9TOM Be3[ecylel COMUIapHOCTH U 3TOT0 YyBCTBa €OUHCTBA, HE
OBLIO OBl 9TOTO MHPA B MIPUHIIUIIE.

C HeO0OoIbIION TTOMOIIIBIO C €70 CTOPOHEI, aJiblif all0OCTOJI HadaJsl IOTUXOHbKY BCcTaBaTh. OH He IIPOCHUII O
momo0HOM yCIlyTre, OOHAKO, ¥ He COITPOTUBIISICS €. Bo BpeMs 3TOM MpoIefyprl, CTAPUKY IOJIYYUIIOCh
XOPOIIEHbKO B3T/ISHYTh HA MAaHTHIO U JIUIIO YeJIOBeKa MOJIOMIOr0, HO SIBHO YCTABIIET0 ¥ U3HOIIEHHOTO
XKU3HbI0. Ogexpaa ero roe-To ObIpsiBas U 3alllMTas HEPOBHLIMY ITBaMU. [I0JTHOCTEIO COCTOS €T0 BUL
13 Pa3HbIX OTTEHKOB KPACHOT'0 ¥ KOPUYHEBOT'0, MECTaMU YEPHOTO 1BeTa. BOIOCkH ObITN
3aKpyUYeHHBIMU U HEOPEKHBIMU KyAPSIMU, IPOPOCLINMH I10 3aThIJIKY, BHU3 TI0 IIlee 3a MKUBOpoT. Ha
CIIMHE KPAcOoBAJICS CUMBOJI, CHMBOJI UX 00I11ero nopaa - Comnuiia. CTapheii, ©U3HOIIEHHBIM CUMBOJ U3
IpeXHUX BPeMEH, KPaCcoBasCsA Ha CIIMHE KakK Ha KPOBaBOM 3HaMEHHU.

- « Tak OH, 3HAYUT, CBAIMIEHHUK? [TpubIuKEHHEINA anocToIa? Ho KTO HOCUT KpacHbIe MAHTHH?
VIHKBU3UTOP, HO ITOYEMY TaK [ajieKo OT 1ora? He MOMHIO HUKOTO, KTO ObI HOCHJT TAKyI0 MaHTHIO, a
TaKzKe CHMBOJI JIOpMa Ha CIIKHE. » -

3agaBasicst BOIPOCAaMK CTAPHIN BEIMKAH, TIOMOTast BCTaBaTh 3arafoYHOMY CBSIIIEHHUKY. CTONBKO
BOIIPOCOB, CTOJIBKO 3arafok, ¥ Tak Majio 0TBeTOB. OH MOT OTYETIMBO YYBCTBOBATh, KakK €ro rjiasa
pacIaxHyJIUCh MUpPe, KaK ero YTOJIKK PTa MPUOTKPHITKCH OT YAUBIEHUS U CTYIIOPa. 3aMETHUII OH 3TO
He cpaay.

- Hy Tak... Bl cmoxeTe moMoub MHe? [Ipolly, MHE 0eUCTBUTEJIBHO HY2KHO BCTPETUTHLCS C HUMU. -

Crpocun ynuBUTeNNbHAs TUYHOCTh. OH CTOSIT TAK HEKOTOPOE BPeMsi, 0KKast, KOTOa Ha ero BOIIPOC
oTBeTsAT. HEMHOTO mOMe[INB, CTapUK OTBEYaeT, 3aTyMUYHBO.

- Ila, cmory. Kak 3BaTh Te0s1, mapeHb? bymenrs keM? -

-4d... -



Y TyT, 0H 3agyMascs. A Kak ero 30ByT?.. 9TO CTapUK CMOT IIPOYUTATh B HEM OOHO3HAYHO. [la U He
TOJIBKO 3TO, Belb UMesl 3a CBOUMHU IIJledaMU T'OpHI ONBITa CPaXkKeHUU U OQUIIIOMaTUU, YMeHue
IIPOYUTATh YeJIOBEKa I10 MaHepe pe4yy, OTBETOB U B3IJIAfa - JeJl0 IPUBLIYHOE U [laBHee... X0TH, B
MaHHOM CiIy4ae, 3afgayda obelaeT ObITh CII0KHOM.

- AnpTaH. -

ITo HUTOT'Y IIOCJIBIIIAJICA OTBET HEe3aMBICJIOBATEIM, HO YEM-TO O60CHOB&HHBIIZ, CKa3aHHHH HE OT
Cco3HaHus. [la ¥ O BCIKOTO 3TOT OTBET 6yneT 3By4YaTh CTPAHHO, HEMCKPEHHE U HEYBEPEHHO.

- AnbTaH, 3HAUUT? - BHIIPSAMUIICS CTapuK, CMOTPSI Ha cobeceqHuKa. - 3HAUUT, Tak, AnbTaH. {1 Tebe
BOT 4YTO cKaxy: [IIyTHl 3a HECKOIBKO YaCOB yXKe BeCh ropof 00X0ouIu ¥ 00be3UIH, 1a TOTOBATCS U3
HETO Bhle3XKaThb. Tak 4TO, COBETYIO IIOTOPOMHUTHCA H... Byb 0cTOpokKeH. Ceiiyac BCe HEPBHBIMHU
CTaJiy, BO3yXa Ha BCeX CTaJio Majio, a IPOCTPAHCTBa aXKe 60Jbllle, eCIU THl MEeHS TIOHUMaellh. -

OOBSICHSIOIIUN eMy MTOJI0KEHMe [Ie]T CTAPUK YYBCTBOBA HEKYI0 00s13aHHOCTH nepen AnbTanoM. OH
TTPOBUHUJICS TTePef HaclleMHUKOM JIOPMA, BRICTABUB €T0 B JYPHOM CBeTe, OH ObLII HaKa3aH ¥ IPU 3TOM
IIPOIIEH CONMUOAPHO, MSATKO, 6€3 00U OT XKepPTBHEI-HacllenHuKa. C TexX 1mop, OH OO CUX IO He
ogHUMAN T1a3 Ha COoJHIe, ¥ XKeJlaj, YTO KOorga-Hubyab OTIIATUT 3a MIJIOCTh. Eciu maxe
HacnenHuK COJHIIA MCYe3, [0 TIOPHl 0 BPEMEHH, TO XOTs OBl €T0 CIIyTe...

- ... Xouers, s Te6e MOMOIIH 0Kaxy? HacTosIIy0 mOMOIIIh, COMTUAAPHYIO. -

... Kak oguH TOBapuIll APYroMy, KakK TPEILTHUK IepPef] CBATHIM...
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