PaiiaH, I/1sias Ha MTyCTOM 3aTrOH [JIsT OBEIl, YCeSIHHBIM CEHOM M HaBO30M, HAXMYPHJICS ¥ CKa3all:

— Heyxenu oM Tak OBICTPO OYUHUIIM TTOA3EMHBIHN anTaphb?

On IIOJgO3peBall, 4TO IMPOIIAaBIINX TPEX OBEI] 3a6pan1/1 I 2KEePTBOIIPUHOIIEHU .

— MoxeT ObITh, 3TH ePEeTUKH BIaleI0T KAKMMHU-TO OCOOBIMYU CHJIAMHU, — C IIPEe3PEHUEM OTBETHII
BamneHTuH.

CJ'IYH.IaH HX pa3rosop, JlromMmuan BOPYT BCIIOMHHUII cnaboe GesiHHE OBIIH, KOTOPOE CJIBIIIAJI HpOI.T.U'IOfI
HOYEIO.

«MoxeT OBITh, 3TO OblJIa OHA U3 OBEl], IPUHECEHHEIX B XKEPTBY?»

O3agavyeHHBIM, OH IOAENIUIICI CBOMMU MOMO3PEeHUSIMHU C PartaHOM 1 BaneHTHHOM.

— Bpsig nmu, — Bo3pa3un Paiian, kayas roynosoii. — Co60p HaXOOUTCS B COTHSIX METPOB OT Balllero
[loMa, a anTapb — 107 3eMJIel.

OH uMen B BUAY, YTO JlaXkKe C YCUIIEHHHIM clTyxoM OXOTHMKA HEBO3MOXKHO OBIIIO YTO-THOO0 YCIIHIIATh
M3-TI0[ 3eMJIU B cobope.

JIroMuaH pa3pessin 9TU COMHEHUS, HO He MOT 00BSICHUTD, I0UeMy CIIblan 6nesinue. B 3TOT MOMEHT B
TPYOU Y HETO IOSIBUJIOCH OTYETIIMBOE XKKEeHNe — CUMBOJI YePHOTO IIHIa YaCTUYHO aKTUBUPOBAJICS.

9TO0 He BO3MOKHO II0[IeIaTh!

«KxkeHue...» — cepaie y JlroMraHa 3abusock 4aire, OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO T'OBOPHUJIa TAaMHCTBEHHAS
KeHIIWHA:

«Momnucs CcaMOMy cebe... IIPUHIIAII 6/TM30CTH...»

BcroMuHast puTyas, BEI3BIBaBIIMIA CHTy TaHIIOpa ¥ CUMBOJI YEPHOTO LKA, OH BHIIBUHYJ HOBYIO
THIIOTE3Y:

OH cnblmian 61essHUE OBIBI BO BPEMSI JKEPTBOIIPUHOIIEHUS U3-3a MUCTHIIA3Ma !

ITpoitie TOBOPSI, KOTMA Iafpe ¥ ero TPyIIa IPOBOJUIN CBOM PUTYAJ U MOJIUIKCH HEBEIOMOMY
CYIIEeCTBY, IPUHITUII OJIM30CTH PACIPOCTPAHSJICS U Ha ITOPYY B Tejle JIloMHaHa, YaCTHYHO aKTUBUPYSI
CHUMBOJI Y€pPHOTO IuIa. B pe3ynbraTe JIloMuaH MOT U3hajieKa CHIBIIIATh C1abble KPUKK OBIIHL.



ITOCKOIBKY OH He MOT OTBETHTh MM He 3HaJl, KaK 9TO CHellaTh — Be[b Iopya Oblja 3ameyaTaHa
BJIafIeJIbLIEM CHHE-4ePHOr0 y30pa, — PUTYyal Iafpe B KOHEYHOM MTOTe «CBSI3aJICSI» C HEBEIOMBIM
CYIIECTBOM.

[Tocne okoHYaHUSA pUTyasa XKXKeHUe B rpynu y JIroMuaHa yTUXIIO.

«IToxoxe, HUKaKas HeBUOUMasI, CTpaHHas CHUJIa HEe BTOpPIrajlaCh HpOH.U'[OfI HOYBIO B KOMHATY ABpOpr.
AHOManusg B MOEM TeJle JIUIIb YaCTUYHO AdKTHBHUPOBAJIAChk PUTYAJIOM IIafipe...» — JIroMuaH B O6U.II/IX
4YepTax IIOHAJ, KaK BCEe IIPOXUI3O0IIIIO.

B aToT MoMeHT PaliaH npenynpenus CBOUX TOBapUILeH:

— IToxoxe, Hallle pacciefoBaHue IIOA3eMeNibsi co00pa BCTPEBOXKUIIO TTafipe U ero Jitofiei. OHU HaIlIHu
croco6 MOYMHUTH aNiTaph U 3apaHee IIOMONMUTHCS 0 cujie. OTHBIHE HaM HYKHO OBITb 0COOEHHO
O6ouTenbHEIMU. He CTOUT IyMaTh, YTO OMACHOCTD IOSIBUTCS, TOMBKO KOTHa IpUONu3uTcs Benukui
TIOCT.

— Ecnu Obl 51 He 00SI7ICS ITepe3anyCTUTh MeTio, 1 Obl y2Ke ¢ HUMHU pa3fenancs! — ¢ HeHaBUCThIO
BHITTIOHYT BaneHTHH. 3aTeM OH Mpa4yHO 0o0aBua: — TH MOXKEIh He Ha3bIBaTh 3TOTO CIIYTY 37I0T0
6ora mapgpe? OH HeIOCTOUH!

«Kak xke OH cTan Imagpe, eciiu HeOoCTOuH?» — JliloMuaH He pemniiCsa O3BYy4YUTh CBOU MEICIIH.

He To uT0OBI OH 6051JICST BLICKA3BIBAaTh CBOE MHEHME, ITPOCTO OH XOTEJI COXPAHUThL CBOM UMHUOXK B
rna3ax BaneHTHHa, I09TOMY IIPOMOJTYaj. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, EMY, BO3MOXKHO, IIPUIETCS I03XKe
YTOBOPUTH 3TOT0 (paHATHKA HA UTO-HUOYOL — HAIIPUMEP, UCII0IH30BaTh CAMOYOUNCTBO, YTOORI
IIPOBEPUTH CYIIHOCTH IMKIIA.

PaviaH KuBHYyI:

— HaBaﬁTe IIOCKOp€e€e HaBECTHUM MaJaM l'[yam/Ic U IIOIIOJTHHUM 3allaCHI. Bnpenb HaM JIydlie KakK MO2KHO
0oJibIe BPpEMEHH IIPOBOOUTE B TOME.

JIroMyaH HUYero He OTBETUJI, BEILIEN U3 foMa ITacTtyxa [Irepa beppu uepes 3agHIOI0 ABEPD U
HalpaBuCd K 3aMKy Ha XOJIMe.

[Tporinst yepes IBETYLUUH cafi, TPOUIIA ITOAOIIIA K ITPUOTKPHITOM IBepU U COOOIIIIIIa JIaKeto B
KpacHOM KaM30J1e U 0eJbIX TaHTaIoHaXx:

— Hawm HykHO nosugaTtscsa ¢ Magam [lyamnuc.

— MunyTouky, — nakey B3rsgHyJ Ha PaitaHa u BaneHTuHa, GHICTPO TOBEPHYJICS U CKPBIICS 3a



[IBEPLIO.

Bckope mosiBunach 6neqHasi «akyllepka» B CEpOBaTO-0e10M IlaThe.

ITo CPaBHEHUIO C IIPOIIJIBIM PAa30M JIMIIO €€ 051710 elre OnegHee, a B I'1a3aX — TaKas IIyCTOTa, 4TO OT
Hee CTAHOBUJIOCH He 10 cele.

Ecnu 6wl JltoMuaH 3apaHee He cooburun Paitany u BaneHTHHY, 4TO «aKyllepKa» He «MepTBa», OHU OBl
O4YeHb YAUBUJIUCE.

OHM MHOTO0 pa3 BUMEH, KaK MepPTBeIlkl IIpeBpailnaioTcs B 30M0u. ConmHeuyHbIN [IepBOCBSIIIEHHUK
CIlenMaau3upoBajICS Ha MOmOoOHBIX BelllaX. BaleHTHH Ke OUMCTUII OT CKBEPHHBI AECATKY IOJ00HbIX
CIy4daeB, HO OHU He TIOHUMaJIH, KaK 4eJlIoBeK, pa3pyOieHHbIM Ha KYCKH, MOT BEPHYThCS K CBOEMY
IIepBOHAYaJIbHOMY BUAY U Ka3aTbCd CKOPee KUBBIM, YEM MEPTBEHIM.

— Mapam He XejaeT Bac BUAeTh. [loxXanyucTa, yXOOQUTe, — MOHOTOHHO IIPOU3HECIIA «aKylLlepKa».

— Y Hac CPO4YHOE [eJI0, — HaCTauBall JItomuaH. — Pa3Be MagaM Hyam/lc He 00eCIIOKOeHa TEM, UTO
YeJI0BeK B CKJlelle MOXKET IIOMelllaTh ee IIJlaHaM?

— Mapam TOBOPHUT, YTO 3TO HUKAK Ha HEE He IIOBJINAET, — HEe MEHAA TOHA, OTBETHUIIA «aKYIIEPKa».

Ycnmiiag ato, JIrtoMuaH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK II0 CIIMHE HpOGG}KaJ'I XOJIOOOK.

9T0 03Hayaso, YTo UM Oy[ieT HEIIPOCTO CHOBA 3apyUMUThCS IIOMOIIIbI0 MafiaM [Tyanuc.

JltomuaH yneIGHYIICS, He TIOKa3biBas pa304apoBaHus WU JOCambl. [TIIs HA «aKyIIepKy», OH CKa3a:

— Ho MBI MOXeEM HCCeaoBaTh CKIET.

OH HaMEeKHYJI, YTO BO BpeMs MCCJIeOBaHUs Ti00ast U3 CTOPOH MOXKET CTOIKHYTHCS C
HETIPUSATHOCTSIMH, YTO IIPUBEHET K IIPeXKIeBPEMEeHHOM Tepe3arpy3Ke MeTIu.

«AKyIepkKa» ocTaBajach HEBO3MYTHUMOM, CKOBAHHOU U 0€3y4acTHOH.

— MoxeTe monpo00BaTh, HO BaC XKIET JIHIIL pa30yapoBaHue.

«4TO OHA UMEET B BI/IJIY?» — JIloMuaH He MOT HOHSTh IIOCTaHuI MagaM HyaHI/IC.

«OHa X04eT CKa3aTh, 4TO OHU MOTYT UCCJIEOOBATH CKJIEII CKOJIBKO YIOOHO, a OHA B Hy}KHbIﬁ MOMEHT



OKaXeT UM ITOCHUJIBHYIO IIOMOIIb, HO HUKAKUX IMEHHBIX YVIIUK UM HaTH He YI[aCTCH?»

Yewm Gosnbiile JIroMHUaH pa3MBbIIIIsI, TeM 60bllle COMHEBAJICS B TPABUIBHOCTY CBOEM MHTEPIIPEeTalluH.
ViHade oHa He cTana OBl Yepe3 «aKyllepKy» O0TKa3kiBaTh UM BO BCTpeUe.

He ycmen JlromuaHn o6gyMaTh ApyrUe BapuaHThl, Kak PaliaH 3alyM4uBO CIIPOCHI:

— Mapam Hyanuc IIBITaeTCA CKa3aTh HaM, YTO YeJIOBEK B CKJIEIl€ MOZKET JIETKO KOHTPOJIMPOBATE HaC
1 MEIIaTh HallleMy PaCCliefOBAHUIO, HE 3adllyCKasl IIPXU 3TOM IeTmio?

— Jla, — MeJIeHHO KUBHYJIa «aKyIlIepKa», IOBEPHYJACh U yOajIuiIach B TTy0b 3aMKa.

JIromnas, BanenTuH u PaiiaH, YYBCTBYA cebs 6eCHOMOH.IHBIMI/I, IMMepernmauynucCh u yIjn.

Cnenytormelt X ocTaHOBKO#M cTasa Ctapas TaBepHa, TIe OHU MOTJIM IPHUOOPECTH MHOXKECTBO
IPOBU3UM ¥ OOYOHKOB [EIIEBOT0 BUHA.

[To cpaBHEHMIO C TUTHEBOM BOMOM, KOTOPast OLICTPO MOPTHIACh, BUHO XPAHUIIOCH [OJbIme. Ecnu
cofepiKaHMe aJKOToJsl B HEM He CJIMIIKOM BEICOKO, OHO BIIOJIHE MOTJIO 3aMEHUTH BOAY.

Boiigs B Ctapyto TaBepHy, JItoMruaH OKMHYI B3T/IIIOM 3aJ1, HO HE 3aMeTUJI TAMHCTBEHHOU KEHIIUHEL.

Pa3oyapoBaHHBIN, OH COCPEIOTOUMIICS Ha OapHOU CTOMKE U COOOIIMIT X03UHY TaBePHH Mopucy
Bene, 4TO UM HYXKHO.

[Tocne Toro Kak Paiian u BaneHTHH BEIHECTH O0YOHKY C BUHOM, JIIOMMAH ITOHU3UI TOJI0C U CIIPOCHUIT:

— A rpe ke Ta gama?

Mopuc Bene nokayasn roaoBoi:

— He 3Ha10. MoxeT OBITH, OHa y ce0s1 B KOMHATe, MOXKET, ellle THe-Hu0yab B IepeBHE, a MOXKET, U
BoBCe B JIbexe. OHa CHsJla KOMHATY [0 AeBATOro yucia. OHa BOJbHA AejaTh BCe, YTO e
3abnaropaccyguTcs.

«Jlo geBaToro? o qBeHaALaToOn HOYU?» — JIIOMUaH 3afyM4YUBO KUBHYII.

,]:[eBEITOG allpejid — BOT 49TO, IIO UX C ABpOpOI;I ImoacyeTam, OBIJIO TaK Ha3kIBAEMOU JIBeHa)IHaTOﬁ
HOYBIO.



ITO TakXke IIOATBEPKOAJIO, UTO ABAOIIATh JEBATOE MapTa HeﬁCTBHTeHBHO OB1I0 IIePBLEIM THEM IIE€TIIH.

Ecnu GOvl Palian u BOe OPyruxX HHOCTPAHIIEB He OKA3aJiMCh Clly4aiHo B Kopay B epBEIi JeHbh KaKOTo-
TO LIMKJIA, TIeT/IsI HeMeJIEHHO Ilepe3alycKanach OBl BCIKUUM pa3, Kak TOJIKO YyKaKKU BTOPTaJIUCh B
9TH Kpas, ¥ HauKhHanach ABaAIaTh EBATOTO MapTa.

— Yeprt, — JltoMmuaH x10mHYI cebst 1Mo 10y U cKa3asl X035iuHY TaBepHel Mopucy bene: — Y MeHs,
KaxeTcs, Tpo0IeMbl C XKeTyaKkoM. MHe HyKHO B yOOpHY10. CKaxu UM, YTOOH 00K MEHS.

Ha nmuue Mopuca bene yurtanocs: «4To TH elle 3aayman? He 31u MeHs!»

«ObpaTHas CTOpOHA IJIOXOU penyTaluy CHOBa faja o cebe 3HaTh...» — yCMexHyIIcs JIfoMuaH.

— He BomHyiics, 1 ¥ IpaBaa MpocTo B yOOPHYO!

C 3TuMHU CJI0BaMU OH MaxHYJ PyKO# U OPOCUIICS K JIECTHHIIE.

OH melCTBUTENILHO XOTEI B Y60pHYIO, HO HAIIPABJIAJICA OH B Ty, YTO HAaXOOMUJIaCh HABEPXY.

Mopuc BeHe poBOAu B3TIANOM €T0 YAaNAoIyocs Gurypy u npodbopMoTart:

— BecHa mpwuina, y 3TOro Herosiss TOPMOHEI OyIIyIOT. ..

Ero ronoc egBa moHeccs mo ymeu JlroMuaHa.

[TogHSBIIMCEH HA BTOPO# 3Taxk, JIloMuaH momoues K yOOPHOM M 0OCTAHOBHJICS HAITPOTHB KOMHATHI
TAWMHCTBEHHOM OaMBhI.

TyK, TyK, TyK.

OH 6BICTPO IOCTY4Yas B 4Bepb. OTBeTa He MOCIeN0BaJIo.

3aMeTuB, 9YTO Ha pyuke HeT Tabmuuku «He GecrokouTh», JIFOMUAH IOCTyYarl elle OBa pa3a, C
KaXKIEIM Pa30M BCe TpoMyYe.

K coxanenuoo, TaMHCTBEHHAsA JaMa TakK M He MOSBUIACh.

JIroMraH HEMHOT'0O IIogyMalil, a 3aTeM JOCTaJI TOHKYIO IIPOBOJIOKY U IIOBOOJHUII €10 B 3aMOYHOU
CKBaXHWHeE.



,]:[Bep]: CO CKPHUIIOM OTKPHIIIACh, IBUB €Ir0 B30PYy IIYCTYIO KOMHATY.

Opesino Ha KpOBaTHu OBLITO dKKYyPaTHO CJIOZKEHO, CJIIOBHO B ITOCJIegHEEe BpEMA 30E€Ch HUKTO HE XKHUJI.

JlroMuaH THXO BBIOOXHYII ¥, HE PEIIasCh BOUTH BHYTPh, 3aKPHLI IBEPb.

)%k

IueM GpaT ¢ cecTpoit co6panuch B ClialibHe ABPOPEH IO IIPEJIOrOM TOTO, YTO OHa OymeT o0ydyaTh
JltoMuaHa repMecy, 4ToOB TOT MOT OBICTPEE YBEIMYUTh CBOIO CHILY.

JIroMuaH TUXO0 paccKa3al 0 CBOeH BblIa3Ke B PYMHBI CHOBU[IEHU IPOLIION HOYb0. HakoHel, OH
CIIPOCHIT:

— Yto moxkens fo6aBuTh? HacueT 0XOTH Ha OTHEHHOT'O MOHCTpA?

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO y Hero 6bi1 [Tagmuit Mepkypuii 1 HeBUIUMOCTS, OH He ObLIT YBEPEH B yCIIEXE
OXOTHI Ha OTHEHHOT'O 3BEPS.

910 Onina [TocnenoBaTenbHOCTh TyTH OXOTHUKA, TPETEPIEBIIas KaueCTBeHHOe ITpeBpalleHue!

— THI Bce mpeaycMOTpesl, — YyCMexHynach ABpopa. — EIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO 51 MOTY J00aBHUTE...

Ona nmopHsIa PyKH, CXKaJla UX B KyJIaKH U CJIETrKa IIOTPACIIa UMHU:

— Hu niyxa Hu niepa!

— ... — JIroMuaH no4yBCTBOBaAJI Ce0s YS3BIIEHHBIM IIYTKOU CECTPHL.

OpHakKo HaMpsXKeHHe B TPYOU Y HETO CIIao.

— OcTamnuch mumib 0aHaIbHBEIE CJI0Ba: OyIb OCTOPOXKEH, Oyab OCTOPOXKEH, OyOb OYeHb OCTOPOXKEH, —
nobaBuia ABpopa. 3aTeM B3moxHYynIa: — 2Kajb, 4YTO TOM TaWHCTBEHHOM AaMbl 37eCh HeT. MiHaue 5
Morya OBl ce/laTh HECKOJIbKO ITPOCTHIX BCIIOMOTATEIbHEIX TAJTMCMAHOB B [OTIOIHEHNE K Bporu
HemopouHocTu u nepenaTth ux Tebe BO CHe.

— 9T0 TOYHO, — JItoMHaH, XOTh ¥ OBIJT pa304yapoBaH, HO He maj ayxoM. OH He coOupancs craBaThCs.

)%k



B 21:50 JIroMuaH BHICKOIL3HYJT U3 CITAJIbHU ABPOPHI ¥ KPATyYHCh ITPOIIET II0 KOPUAOPY K TyasleTy.

OH coOuparcs 001erdyuThCs Iepey TeM, KaK 3aCTyIUTh Ha HOYHOE [eKYPCTBO.

3anuTasi 6arpOBHIM JIYHHBIM CBETOM, YOOpHas Obl/la OKyTaHa TbMOM. JIuIIs YHUTA3 OB ejie BUOEH.

JIroMHaH HaKJIOHUIICI U pacCcCTeruyi peMeHb.

B 3TOT MOMEHT TeHb Ha CTeHe M03aau Hero BOPYT 3allleBeIuach U IpeBpaTuiIach B CUTyaT,
3aHeCIIn Haf T0JI0BOM TOMmOp!
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