JItoMyaH He MOT IIOHATh 3HAYEHUA PIJ'IJIIO30pHOI:I PEeKH, KOTOPYIO OH YBUIEII UJIKX IIOYYBCTBOBAJI. On
MOT JIMIIb IIPEOIIOJIOKUTH, YTO OHAa CUMBOJIM3HMPOBAJId CYJIB6Y. PYKOBOI[CTBYHCB HHCTUHKTaMHU
[Tagmiero MepKypI/IH, OH IOOHAJI OCTPUE KJIIMHKA U HAIllPpAaBUJI €0 Ha CUMBOJI PTYTH B PEKeE.

Kaxk TO/IbKO OH CONPUKOCHYJICS C PTYTHOX PEKOW, B ToJioBe y JItoMraHa IPOMENIbKHYII PSAT CLEH:
YemoBek-Jlamia UCIONHSAET 3aragO4YHbIM XKePTBEeHHBIY TaHell; YenoBek-Jlamila CheXKHUBaeTCs epeq
CUMBOJIOM YepHOTO IKIa U nafaeT Hull; Yenosek-Jlanma cobupaeT pa3dpocaHHbIe TI0 pyUHAM
CHOBUMIEHUY TIJIOTh ¥ KPOBB, YTOOB! YTONMUTE rojiofl; YenoBek-Jlamiia meITaeTCS TPUOIU3UTHCS K
KPYT'Y «TOPOACKOM CTEHBI», HO KaXKABIM pa3 OTCTYIIAeT, CIOBHO 00SICh Uero-To; rojioBa YenoBeka-
Jlamim, oTce4yeHHas TOIIOPOM...

«9TO BCe €ro CyllleCTBOBaHKE C MOMEHTa Hayaja MeTiau?» — mnopyMmar JIloMyuaH, MelTasiCh BOH3UTh
octpue [Tagmero Mepkypust B CAMBOJI PTYTH, ONTALIeTBOPSIOMuE rubenb YenoBeka-JIamimm — KOHeI
UIIITI030PHOM PEKH.

OH OB CITHUIIIKOM OT'POMEH U TAXKE]I, YTOOBI Y HET'0 9YTO-TO IIOJTY4YUJIOCE.

B 5TOT MOMEHT CHMBOJI PTYTH Haydasl pacCeMBAThCS, a UIII030pHAas peKa IIOCTeIIeHHO TYCKHETh.
O6pa3sl B TonoBe y JItoMraHa CTaHOBUIUCH PACIIIHIBYATHIMA.

«ECTbh OrpaHrYeHye 10 BpeMeHu?» — JIloMuaH He CMeJl MellKaTb. PyKOBOACTBYSCh IPUHIIUIIOM
671130CTH, OH HAIIpaBUJI KMHXKAJ U3 TEMHOTO0 0JI0Ba Ha cyan0y YenoBeka-JIamimm, TOTYMHUBIIETOCS
CHMBOJIy YE€PHOTO IINIIA.

CuMBOJI PTYTH, CJIOBHO 00PA30BAHHBIN ITepeIeTeHuEeM PEeKHU, TOAIENUIICS, CTYCTUIICS B KAIle/IbKy U
BIIUTAJICS B KJIMHOK [lagmero Mepkypus.

B crnepyoliee MTHOBeHMe UITI0O30pHAs peka ucye3ssia IOJIHOCTHIO0, He 1T03BoIUB JIIoMUuaHy CHOBa
yBumeTh cyap0y YenoBeka-Jlamim.

OH omycTun ria3a Ha [Tapmuii MepKypui 1 3aMeTHJI, YTO epeTHYecKre CHMBOJIE Ha KJIMHKE 1IBETa
TEMHOTO 0JI0Ba MSITKO KOJIBIIIYTCSI, CIIOBHO BOfia, OYATO B HUX BIOXHYJIH KaKyI0-TO XKU3HEHHYIO CHITY.

OHu ¥ paHbIle OBUTA 3aBOPAXKUBAIOIIMMY, HO TEIIEPh Ka3aJIUCh elle 60jiee 3710BEIIUMH.

— IMonyuunoce... — c obnerdyerueM npouenTtani JIroMuaH.

[Magmmi MepKypuii OB TOTOB.

B OymyiieM, ecny eMy yAaCTCSI PAHUTh 3TUM epeTUYeCKUM KHMHXKaJIOM OTHEHHOT'0 MOHCTpa B 6010, OH
CMOXKeT IIOMEeHSATh CyAb0y MOHCTPa, CheKUBIIETOCS IIepell CHMBOJIOM YEPHOTO IIXIa, Ha MIPeXkKHIOIO.



JlroMuaH 3aBepHYJ KIUHOK [lagimero Mepkypusi B 4epHYIO TKaHb ¥ 3aTKHYI 3a 1mosic. OH GBICTPO
pacmpaBusics ¢ TpynoM YesmoBeka-Jlaniy, IepeMecTuB ero B oaypa3pylleHHoe 3ganue. OH
Pa3pyIUINII TOCNIeNHIO OMOPY 34aHUs, II03BOJIUB 00JI0MKaM U iepeBy 00PYIIUTLCS, TIOXOPOHUB BCE
BHYTPH.

[Tocne atoro JIltoMuaH BEepHYJICS TyHa, I'Ae MOSBIAICST OTHEHHBIA MOHCTP.

Ha aToT pa3s oH He cTan mpuONMUXKATLCS A5 HabGIIomeHus:. BMecTo 3TOT0o OH MCKaJl CIIebl U ApyTHe
3HAKHM, KAX/BIM Pa3 TPATs BpeMs Ha TO, YTOOHI ONpPeeNIuTh, KaKre U3 HUX OCTaBUIIa ero Lellb,
HaMepeHHO Kpyka I10 OKpyTe.

[TouTu yepes gBa Yaca JIIoMHUaH IOCTEIIEeHHO paciir@poBasl MOBaJKU U CXeMHI ITepeiBUKEeHUS
OTHEHHOTO MOHCTPa. B ero rosose cioxusiach MBICJIEHHAs KapTa OXOTHI.

On IIOTPATUII HEKOTOPOE BPEMS Ha OCMOTD IIPEAIIOIaraeMbIX MECT OJId Cpa}KeHI/IfI, BBIMCKHBAA
€CTEeCTBEHHEIE JIOBYIIIKH, KOTOPEIE MO2KHO OBI710 OBI MCIIOIL30BATh.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, JIfoMHaH 1oTep 100 ¥ PEIIn, IToKa y HETro ellle eCTh CUJIbI, YTIIyOUTHCS B PyUHH,
yTOoOH cOOpaTh WHGOPMALIKIO AJIS OYIyIIUX UCCIIeMOBaHUM.

OH coxpaHsin OMUTeIbHOCTh U CHOBA MCIIOTHUII XKEPTBEHHBIN TaHell, YaCTUYHO aKTUBHPOBAB CUMBOJI
YepHOTo IINTIA.

CxumMmas B PYKe CBOU «aMyJIeT», JIrtoMmuan 6BICTpO IIoIIeJI I10 TOMY XK€ IIYTH, YTO W PDAHBIIIE.

[To mopore eMy nomafaauch MOHCTPEI, HO OHHU JT00 o6palanuch B 0eTCTBO, He Hamafas, Tubo
MCYe3asy U3 BUY Ha PACCTOSTHUU. UeM [malblile OH IIeJI, TeM Yallle TOBTOPSIIMCH MOJO0HEIE
CUTYaIIUH.

HakoHel1, Korfa XKeHKe B TPYAU OT BTOPOT'0 XKEPTBEHHOTO TaHIla YTUXJI0, JIloMUaH CHOBA YBUEN
«TOPOMCKYIO CTEHY», CII0KEHHYIO U3 TOKOCHBIINXCS TOMOB.

OH HEMHOTO OTHOXHYJI, JOKUAASACH, I0Ka BOCCTAHOBUTCS €r0 OyXOBHOCTD, & 3aTEM CHOBA UCIIOJIHUIL
JKEPTBEHHBIM TaHEI,

3aKOHYMB TaHell, MeCTaM¥ CHUJIOBOM, MECTaMHU I'PallMO3HEIN, JIIOMUaH HAIIPABHUIICS B TY CTOPOHY, TOe
Hamren [Tapmuii Mepkypuii. CUMBOJT YePHOT'0 LIUMa 0BT aKTUBUPOBAH.

[Tpoiigsg KOMHATY, Iie TIoracio IjaMs, OH 3aMe[JIXJI II1ar, ollacasiCh BHE3alHOIr0 HallaJeHusl.

I[Tpoiins elrie HEMHOTO, JIIOMHAH 3aMETHII, YTO CBET BIIepPely 3HAUUTEIbHO IOTyCKHEe . CII0BHO
KaKOe-TO OTPOMHOE CYIIeCTBO, TAPUBILEE BLICOKO B HEDE, 3ar0pazkuBasio CBET, UK K€ COJIHIIE GBITI0



4YeM-TO 3aKPBITO.

JIroMraH WHCTUHKTUBHO HMOOHSI T0JIOBY, HO YBHUIEII TOJIBKO TYCTOI;I TyMaH.

He uMest BO3MOXKHOCTH OTIPEeNUTh IPUYMHY, OH MOT JIMIIb BEIXBATUTH [lagimuit MepKypuit u
OCTOPOXKHO JBUHYTHCS [aJIblIle.

B Kakoii-ToO MOMEHT €My IIOKa3aJIOCh, YTO OH IMePeHeCCd U3 OHA B HOYb.

KoneuHo, 910 OBI7I0 ITpeyBenuueHreM. JIloMuaH cyel 00jlee TOUHBIM CPABHUThH TYMaHHYIO MTOTOOY C
MECTOM, OKYTaHHBIM TEMHBIMU I'PO30BEIMU Ty4aMHU.

IToutn OOHOBPEMEHHO C 3TUM OH HEBOJIBHO 3€BHYII, ¥ €0 YCTAJIOCTh YCHUIINUIIACH.

«Her, s HE MOry CoaTk...» — JTroMuaH 3acTaBUII ceOs AJ€P2KaTh I''la3a OTKPEITBIMHU, IIATACE OT
TEMHOTI'O IIOOHOZKHUSA I'OPHI.

Ero ncuxudeckoe COCTOSHNUE 3HAUUTEILHO YIy4uIImiIock. HecMoTpsi Ha yCTanocTh, OH MOT ee
TEPIETS.

«THI 3aCHITIAEIb, KaK TOJIBKO BXOOUIb. YeM ry6Ke Thl 3aXOIUIIb, TeM CUIbHEe KIOHUT B COH?» —
po ce6s mogyman JlromuaH. OH IOBEPHYJICS U MOLIEJT B JPYTOM HAIPaBJIEHUH.

VicrionHu ellle OOUH XKePTBEHHBIN TaHeI[ M TPUOLIT B HE3HAKOMYI0 MECTHOCTD.

CrpaBa OT Hero ObITM «CTEHBI», CJIOKEHHEIE U3 IBEPel U OKOH. ClieBa MPOCTUIIAJICS ITYCTHIPE,
COeIMHEHHBIN C KPYyroM M3 PYUH 3[aHUi, a Blepefy BO3BHIIIAINCh KOPUYHEBLIE IEPEBbSI.

Cpernu IyCTHHHBEIX PYUH [IepeBbs Ka3aiCh HEBEPOSATHO KUByuuMU. OHU NTepeIieTaauch u
oOHMMaJH APYT Apyra, 06pa3ys NepeBSHHYIO CTEHY BLICOTON MATh-IIECTh METPOB.

Ha aT0i1 nepeBsIHHOU CTeHe ObIJI0 MHOTO 3€eJIEHBIX JIUCTHEB U BETOK, YTO PE3KO KOHTPACTUPOBAJIO C
MEePTBOU THUILIMHOU U 3allyCTEHHEM BOKDYT.

Ecmu GBI OHA He Tmperpazpaja IyTh K THUIHOUW CTOPOHE TOPOACKOM CTEHEI, JIIoMraH, BO3MOXKHO,
TIOXBAJIUII OBl €e CTOMKYIO KU3HEHHYIO cuiy. Ho cefiiac OH MOT JIMIIb BHIPA3UTh CBOE HEIOBOIBCTBO
rpyOBIM KECTOM, TI0Ka3aB [[Ba CPENHUX Iajblia.

OH Mor Ol BEIOpaTh 00XOIHOM IyTh ¥ BOMUTH C OPYTO¥f CTOPOHBI PYUH CHOBHUIOEHUM, HO OH HE OB
3HAKOM C TO¥ MEeCTHOCTBIO. Ero MyX0BHOCTH OBINIa MMOYTH MCUepIaHa, I09TOMY PUCKOBATh He OBIIO
HUKaKOHU He0OXOOUMOCTH.



JIromuan HEIIPUKPLITO 3EBHYII U, BCE €Ille YyBCTBYA 2K2KE€HHE B I'PDYOH, IIOBEPHYJI Ha3a[.

)%k

Korpa JltoMuaH pOCHYJICS, IEPBBIY CBET 3apu yKe MPOOUBAICs CKBO3b MJIOTHBIE IITOPE, OYepUYUBast
KOHTYPHI MIUCBMEHHOTO CTOJIa, CTYJa, ImKada u gpyroi Mmebeny B KOMHATE.

«Eme paHo», — momyMarl oH, TTISiAs Ha ABPOpPY, JieXkKallyio psiooM C HUM.

CBeTble BOJIOCH ABpOpr OBLIH PACKUHYTEI 110 Oemon IMoAyIKe, Ir'jia3d 3daKPLITHL B 0e3MSATEIKHOM CHe.

[TpaBoii pyKo# OHa CKKMaJja Kpal ofessia, BpeMs OT BpeMeHH IIBITasiCh IePEeBEPHYTHCS, HO
MHCTUHKTUBHO OCTAHABJIMBAsCh. BPOBU ee XMypHUIIUCD, & 3aTEM ITOCTETIEHHO Pa3riakiBaJkCh.

JlroMuaH JoTafbIBAJICS, TIOYEMY €ro CecTpa Tak pearupyert.

Ha Bcsiku#i ciiydali OHa CIIpsTalia IoJ HOUHOW pyOalIkoy HeCKOJIbKo OyThIIOK. COH Ha OOKY UK Ha
JKUBOTE HECOMHEHHO NPUYKHUIT ObI €ii Bpef.

«Kak ke 9T0 yTOMUTENIbHO», — TIP0 ce0s B3MOXHY JIloMHaH, ¥ Ha ero JIuile 0Tpa3uaach HEXKHOCTD, a
Ha cephlle — CIOKOUCTBHE.

‘-Iepes MTI'HOBEHHE OH OCTOPO2KHO BEICKOJIB3HYJI U3 IOCTEJIX U BEINIE U3 CIIQJIbHU.

OH npomien Ha 60KOBOM OaTKOH, KOTOPHIM Bell Ha Kpbiily. OOpaTUBIINCE JIUIIOM K AaleKOMY
O6arpoBomy HeOy, OH MOTSHYJICS.

He IIPOIIJIO U MUHYTEI, KaK U3 CBOel KOMHATHI BhIIIIeNI BalleHTUH U OCTaHOBUIICS B Kopuagope.

— TrI TOXKE penni IMOIIPpruBEeTCTBOBATH COJIHIIE? — CIIPDOCHII OH, X B €T0 0OBIYHO XOJIOODHOM TOHE
ITOCJIBIIMIAIINCE TEIIJIOTAa U 0J106peHI/I€‘.

«Mory 11 g cKa3aTh "HeT"?» — ynbIbHynCs JlloMuaH.

— CoBepILEHHO BEPHO.

YI];OBJIeTBOpeHHbeI BaneHTuHH BHIIIEN Ha OalKOH U, BEICOKO IMOOHSB I'OJIOBY, IIOBEPHYJICA JIMIIOM K
BOCXOOdIieMy COJIHITY.

OH IIMPOKO PacKUHYJ PYKH, 3aIIPOKUHYJI TOJIOBY K HeOy U IpoIIenTar:



— XBasa ComHiy!

JliomuaH, He UMesi OPyroro BEIOOPa, TOBTOPUII 9TOT JKECT:

— XBasa ComHiy!

BaneHTUH OIyCTUI PYKH U CKPECTUN UX Ha rpynu. [loMonuBIIncy HEMHOTO MOJI4a, OH OTKPBI IJ1a3a
U ckasal Jlromuany:

— Ecnu netns 6ymeT yCIleIHO pa30opBaHa, 5 MO3HAKOMIIIO Te0s ¢ enmuckonoM [lapumxa. Ymu T
IpeanoyYruTaens buropp?

— 4 npepnoyuTato Tpup, — yIeIOHYBIIKUCH, OTBeTHN JlioMuaH. — Ho Kypma s moefy, pelaTh He MHe.
9To pemraTh Moel cecTpe.

BaneHTuH KUBHYJ U 60JIbIlle HE BO3BpaIajcs K 9Toi TeMe. OH IIOBEPHYJICS K KOPUOPY U
TTPOMOIKUI TATPYIUPOBAHUE.

IIo BOCEMH YaCOB yTpa HUYEro He MPOUCXOMUII0. 3aTeM OHU CITYCTUINCh BHU3 U BMECTe IIPUTOTOBUIIH
3aBTpaK.

Bckope K HUM mpucoequHuics PalaH, 4ToOb MOMOYb. JIMs MPOCHYIACh HE3AI0JIro [0 [eBSITH, a
ABpopa BCe ellle craa.

Panan oTkycun toct u cupocun JlroMmruaHa:

— Kakue y Te0s1 Iy1aHbl Ha CETOmHS?

JTroMuaH MMOMeMJINI, IPeXae YeM OTBETUThD:

— Ham HyKHO KOTr'0-TO OCTaBUTh moMa. Henb3s1, 4ToOk ABpOpa B OMMHOYKY CTOJIKHYIACh C
BO3MOXKHBIM HamafgeHueM. A MBI BIBOEM CXOIUM, 3aKYIIUM MIPOAYKTH U IPUHECEM BOMBI. MBI HOJIKHEI
IIPOMEePKaThCs 10 MBEHAAIATON HOYH.

B Koppay He ObI710 HOpMaJibHOTO BogoCcHa0xkeHus. Bo BpeMsi peMoHTa ABpopa yCTaHOBUJIA Ha KPHIIIe
6ak mist Bogel. Ecniu ero perynsspHO HAMONHATE U fe3UH(DUIUPOBaTh, TO 3TO BCE PABHO YTO UMETh
BOJOIIPOBOLI.

— Ila, HaM HY2KHO BCe 3TO COEeJIaTh 0 Benukoro nocra, — cornacuncs PaiiaH.

JlroMMaH IIUPOKO YIIBIOHYICS:



— Kcratu, Ham HY2KHO HAaBECTHUTh MadaM Hyannc " CIIPDOCHUTH, HE IIOMOXKET JIM OHd HAaM PAa3y3HATh O
MEPTBOM qepHOKHI/I}KHI/IKe 1 COB€ B CKIIEIIE.

Kak u oxupnanoch, BaneHTHH HaxMypuics, a ynsi0ka PallaHa cTana BEIMy4YeHHOM.

JIusi oTIMIIa BOMBI U C YNIBIOKOM IIpefsioxKua:

— 4 ocTaHyCbh C ABPOpOH.

— Bes mpobnem, — cornacumcs Jlromuas oT nuila PaliaHa u BaneHTrHa.

He nMes mpyroro BrIOOpa, MyKYHMHE COTJIACUIIUCh CXOAUTH B PE3UAEHIINIO YIIPABIAIONIETO 3TUM
YTPOM.

[To3aBTpakas, TPOUIlA BHIIIIA U3 IIOJIYIIOABAILHOTO ABYX9TaXKHOTO 3JaHus U HalpaBuaack K Ctapou
TaBepHe.

[To myTu uM nomarsicsa goM nactyxa Ileepa beppu.

Ceppnue y JIroMuaHa €KHYJIO, ¥ OH IpenioXkuil Paliany u BaneHTuHY:

— JlaBaiiTe IIpoBeaeM TeX TPeX OBell.

OH BcioMHMI GnesiHKE, KOTOPOE CIIBIIIAN ITPOIIION HOYBIO.

[TonsB, 4TO OH MMeeT B BUAy, PallaH u BanleHTUH He CTalu BO3paXKarTk.

Onu o6ommu oM Beppu c3agu 1 00HaAPYKUIK ITyCTOM 3aT0H IJIs OBEIl.

Tpex oBel] He GBITO.
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