YemMm Oorblire ABpopa oyMalla 00 3TOM, TEM CUJIbHEE CTAHOBUJIUCH €€ IMOOJO3PEHNI.

Kak mor I'uiiom beHe, He 06afaroninii HUKAKOM CUJION, ITIOOYMHUTDL cebe MOTyiecTBeHHOro [Tbepa
Beppu, KOTOPHIY sIBHO 00J1afal CBEPXbEeCTECTBEHHBIMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU?

Ecnu Gbl Maipe IeNCTBUTEIBHO MTOIh30BaICS 671ar0CKIIOHHOCTHIO TAWHOM CHUJIBI OO TAaKOM CTEIEHH,
YTO ero KJIMKa CYHTasla ero CBOUM JIUJEPOM, TO OH [aBHO ObI MOIYYUIT fAap ¥ BO3BLICUIICS Ha[
IIPOCTHIMU CMEPTHBIMU.

Ecnu OBl OH OTKa3aics ot oapa, TO ero OBI, HECOMHEHHO, IIOABEPIIX OCTPAKU3MY.

B TakoM ciiy4ae ero mojioxeHue, aBTOPUTET ¥ UHTPUTH He IIJIX HU B KAKOe CPaBHEHHE C ero
MOTYIIIECTBOM WJIM TOM IIPOTACThI0, UTO OTHENISIa ero 0T 00KEeCTBEHHOCTH.

Y ABpopk! He OBIJIO BpEMEHH Ha JOJITHe Pa3MBIIIIEeHHsI, OHa MOTJIa IIPUAYMaTh JIUIIh IBa
IPaBAONONO00HEIX 0O bSICHEHMUS.

JIu60o T'uitom BeHe He OBIT UCTUHHBIM TUIEPOM 3TOM MaJeHbKOW T'PYIIHUPOBKY U ITPOCTO UCIIOIH30BaJl
CBOE IT0JI0KeHHue, YTOOk OPraHu30BaTh BCE 9TO U CKPHITh aHOMauu oT LlepkBu Beuno [Teimaromniero
Connia B Japremxe.

JInGo OoH He OTBepraj Aap, a MIPOCTO BhIKHUAAJ, YTOOE 06pecTH elre OOJIbIIYIO CUILY.

Hu omHO 13 3THUX 00BSICHEHUH He IMPeaBeIaso HUUYero XopoImero.

— KTo OBI7T TEM YeI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIHM BMecTe ¢ ITbepoM Beppu Hamnan Ha Bac? — oOpaTunach ABpopa
K TPEM OBILIaM.

TpI/I OBIEI BEIBEJIN Ha 3€MJI€ KOIIEITaMKW CBOM OTBETHI.

«Huop bect».

«ITacTtyx o umenu Huop».

«Ero 30ByT Huop».

«W Huop Bect Toxke o6pen He3aypsgHy0 cuily?» — ABpopa 3Hajla 3TOTO YeJloBeKa.

Huop 6bi1 nactyxoM u3 Kopay, KOTOpPHIH YacTo mmac cBoux oBell BMecTe ¢ [IrepoM Beppu. Ho,
II0X0XKe, B 3TOT pa3 OH I0YEMY-TO He BEPHYJICS PaHbIlle BpeMeHMU.



— I'me Huop? 4 He BuOena ero B gepeBHe, — CIpocuiia ABpopa.

Tpu OBIIEI OTOIIM Ha HECKOJIHKO I1ar0B ¥ HAIIJIX HOBHIM y4aCTOK 3eMJIM, Ha KOTOPOM ellle He OBII0
HAOIINCEeH.

«OH MepTB».

«4 youn ero».

«MpI yOuIHM €ro, HO HaC MOMMam».

«BBI7T yOUT BO BpeMs KOHTpaTaku?» — ABpopa 3aflyM4YuBO KUBHYJIA.

— Bu Bce IlotycTtoponnue?

TpI/I OBIIBI ITEPECTAJIN BEIBOOUTH KOIIBITAMHU CJIOBA HAa T'OPCKOM U YTBEPAUTEIbHO KUBHYIIN.

— 4cHO, — KOPOTKO OTBeTHJIa ABPOpa, ITHITAsICh OCMBICTUTD IOJIYYEeHHYI0 HHGOPMAIIHIO.

«ITvep Beppu u Huop Bect oxotarcs Ha [ToTycTopoHHUX. C KaKOU LIEe/IbI0?

W oguH u3 HUX Telnepb MEPTB...»

JIn6o cmocobHocTu Huopa Owiniu ropa3po cnabee, ueM y [1bepa, 1160 OHU MOMYUYUIA CBOU CHJIBL
6rmarogaps mapy ¥ ellle He Hay4YUINCh UMY MTOJIb30BATLCS. BIIO/THE BEPOSATHO, YTO CPaXKeHUST MEXKIY
[TotycToponHUMU OGYyOyT MPOXOAUTH HETIPEeCKa3yeMo...»

— A BHI 3HaeTe, 3a4eM [Irep Bac morMasn? — BHOBh 0OOpaTuiaach ABpopa K TPEeM OBIIaM.

TpI/I OBIEL CHOBA ITPUHSAJIACE IIUCATh.

«4 crpllana, KakK OH TOBOPUII 0 bore u mpemaHHOCT».

«HaBepHoe, [y XKEePTBOIPUHOIIEHUSI».

«Jlymato, OH X04eT IPUHECTH HaC B KEPTBY 3710My 00OTy».

«[TeticTBuTeNbHO, [ToTycTOPOHHUE 061a0AI0T HEBEPOSITHO BEICOKOM MYXOBHOCTBIO ¥ YHUKAJIbHBIMU
XapaKTepucTUKaMu. B KauecTBe XepTBOIPUHOIIEHNSI OHM HaMHOT0 lIeHHee 00BIYHEIX CMEPTHEIX, 1a



1 37100HBIX 00TOB OHM MOTYT YMUIIOCTUBUTH ropa3no addektusnee... [Irep beppu u Huop bect
MCIT0/Ih30BaJIH BHITIAC OBEI] KaK MPUKPHITHE, YTOOH! MOXUINATE [T0TYCTOPOHHUX U3 OIPYTHUX CTPaH U
IIPUHOCUTE UX B KepTBY? Takyio cxeMy MECTHBIM BJIaCTSIM OyeT OYeHb CJI0KHO PACKPHITh...» —
ABpopa He3aMeTHO KUBHYJIa.

— Hbep YIIOMHUHAJI IIOYETHOE UMs 3TOro 6ora? Mnu, MoKeT OBITh, Bbl IOMHUTE, KOMY OHH MOJIMJINCH
BO BpeMd pUTYydJla, KOT'Od IIPeBPallldJId BaC B oBeIl? — CIIPDOCHIIa OHA CEPBE3HBIM TOHOM.

TpI/I OBIBI 3aCTHIIM, CJIOBHO IIBITASCh 9YTO-TO BCIIOMHUTE.

BHe3amHo OHU OMYCTUIIH T'OJIOBEI U IMIPOTSIHY/IN KOILITA K 3eMJie mepen co0oi.

ITo KakKo-TO HeOOBICHUMOM IpUYKNHE ABpPOpe IT0KA3aoch, 4YTO TeMIlepaTypa pe3Ko yiaja, COIHIe
CKPBIZIOCH 32 TEMHHIMHU Ty4YaMH, a MUMO ITPOHECCS XOJIOMHbINA TOPHEI BeTep.

TpI/I OBIBI Ha4Yallu IMHUCATk.

,]:[YXOBH&H WHTYULIIUA ABpOpr IIogaia MOI.T.IHBIfI CUTHAJI TPEBOT'H.

— Croute! — rpoMKO KpUKHYJIa OHA.

Tpu OBITEI TOJHSIIIN TOJIOBBEL ¥ ITOCMOTPEJIH Ha Hee.

B KakKo#i-TO MOMEHT U3 UX I'JIa3 XJILIHYIM KPOBaBO-KPACHEBIE CJIe3Hl, IIePCTh OKPAaCUIIach B 3710BEIUi
IIBET.

Ho YZXKe B Cliegyliee MTHOBEHNE OHU IIPOOOJIZKHUIIA ITNCATh.

ABpopa pe3Ko pa3BepHyack U 6pocunach K 3a00py.

BI:I6paBH.II/ICI:> W3 OBYAPHH, OHA OTJIAHYJIAChb. TpI/I OBIHI KYIIQJIXCh B COJIHEYHBIX JIy4aX.

Ecnu OBl He IIATHA KPOBU Ha UX MOPJaX, TO BCE BRHITJISAMEIO0 COBEPIIEHHO OOLIYHO.

TyK-TyK...

Cepiie ABpOpE! GeIieHo KOIOTHIIOCh.

OHa TSKeJo Apllaa, METasCh OTHBEIIIATHC.



«Ecnu OB 51 He Hay4YuIach 3alledaThBATh CBOE 3PeHHe U He MeJIbKOM YBHIENa TO, YeT0 He JOJIXKHa
Oblyla BUMIETH, TO He ycresa 6kl BOBPEMS CpEarupoBarth...»

ABpopa [ocTasa my3speK C Kele3H0-YePHEIM ITOPOIIKOM U PacCHIIaja ero o BCed OBYapHe.

Croga, Ha4epTaHHBI€ Ha 3eMJie, CJIOBHO II0 BOJ'IH.Ie6CTBy HUCYE3IIN.

YTo KacaeTcs IATEH Ha MOpAax OBell, To ABpopa IoHKWMasla, YTo yopaTh X C IIOMOIIbI0 3aK/IMHAHUM
OymeT HepoCTO, IO3TOMY PeIlniia He MPUONIUKATHCSA K HUM, a ITPOCTO CMbIJIa UX BOMOM.

OHa omacasachk, YTO 9TH TPH OBIIH YK€ He Te, UTO PaHbIlle, ¥ TEIepb OT HUX UCXOOUT KaKas-TO
CKpBITast yrpo3a.
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B Crapoit TaBepHe JltomMuaH cumesn 3a 0apHOM CTOWKOH M IMOTSITHBAJ CBETIIO-3eJIeHbIH abceHT. OH
HeOpeKHO 06JI0KOTUIICA Ha CTOMKY ITPABBIM JIOKTEM U OTJISIAbIBAT IIOMEIeHue.

OH ucKarn ria3aMyu TauHCTBEHHYIO XKEHIIUHY, HO e€ Hurne He Obu10. He Ov110 u Paitana, Jluu u
BanentuHa.

JIroMyaH He 3Hal, KOrfa IOSBUTCSA TAMHCTBEHHAs XKEHIINHA, a TpO€ CBIIMIUKOB, CKOPEee BCETO,
CIIOHAITCHA 110 OEePEeBHE U 00JITAIOT O BCIKOH epyHpe.

— 4 gyTh OBINIO He KeHUJICs, — 3aBen pa3rosop [Ikep Beppu, monuB cBoi aOCEHT U B35SB HOBHIN
CTakaH c 671eIHO-3€JIeHON XKUAKOCTEIO.

— IIa HY? — ycmexHyncs JltoMuaH. — M KOMy THI, IACTyX, MOT TTOHAHOOUTHCS?

— Borbiast 9acTh macTOMIN, Ha KOTOPHIX MBI ITACEM OBEIl, — 3TO COOCTBEHHOCTh BIIafle/IbIEB
TIOMECTHH UK OIM3/IeKallIuX JepeBeHb, — B3MOXHYI [Ibep. — XO0delb MaCcTH OBell — IIJIaTH HaJOT 3a
BBITTAC CKOTA MM KEHUCH Ha [EBYIIKe U3 IePeBHU U OCTABANCS TaM XKUTh.

— Hy u geno, — ynei6Hynca Jlromuad. — HopMmasbHBIE YCIIOBHS [JI IIacTyXa.

— Bort TompKO feBylIKa HoKHA ObITH B Te0s BitoOeHa u He TpeboBaTh mpunaHoro, — [Ibep coenan
T7I0TOK abCeHTa ¥ MCKOCa B3TJISIHYI Ha JltomMraHa. — Kak-To pa3 ofHa [eBYIIKa peluia, 94To S
HUYETO0, ¥ €€ He CMyIaeT, YTo s OegHsAK U macTyx. CKa3aJja, YTO TOTOBA BHIMTHU 3a MEHS 3aMyXK.
'nmynas, npaBga?

— I'mynas, — «uckpeHHe» cornacuics Jlromuas.



Hbep cHenan ele OOuH I'JI0OTOK abCceHTa ¥ JOJIT0 MOI4all, a 3aTeM CKa3al:

— ITotoMm oHa ymepna. Pa6oTarna Ha ¢pabpuke B mpuropone, 3abojesna ot nepeyromiaenusi. 4 oborren
HECKOJIbKO COO0POB, ITPOCHU CBSIIEHHUKOB IIOMOJIUTLCS 3a HEE, MCKaJl Bpauel, KOTOPEe MOTTIH OBl eé
BBIJIEYUTD, HO BCe 0€3 TOJIKY. B TOT meHb s KOe-4To MOHSIL.

— W gto xke? — crnpocun JltoMraH, CoesaB rJI0TOK abCeHTa.

— Te, Y KOTr'0 €CThb IIJIOTh, ¥ KTO UCIIPAXKHAETCS, HEe MOTYT 130aBUTh HAC OT HAIIUX Hp06HeM! —C
HEHABHUCTHIO B I'OJIOCE OTBETHUIIL l'Ibep.

— To ecTb, Te, y KOTO HET IJIOTH, ¥ KTO He UCIPaXKHSAETCS, — 3TO HOPMalbHO? — YTOYHUI JIFOMUaH.

— OTO CBATHIE U aHTENE, — ycMexHycs [Tkep. — Ho pa3Be OHU CHU30UAYT OO TOTO, YTOORI
B3IJIAHYTH Ha HaC?

— Torga 3ayeM TH XOOUJI B COOOP 3a COBETOM K Iafipe? — IIOKHYJ 93bIKOM JlloMuaH. — YV Hero He
TOJIBKO €CTb IIJIOTh, ¥ OH UCIPaXHSIeTCs, TaK OH ellle U IMpentoboneiCcTByeT.

[Ipep OBEPHYJI rOJIOBY K JItOMUaHy U MCKOCa IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.

— Tw1 He moHuMaenb. OH o61agaeT OHpeI[eHeHHOfI HMHTEJIJIEKTYaJIbHOCTBEIO, KOTOPAAd MOZXKET CIIaCTH
Hallll OYIIN.

— HHTeJ'IJ'IeKTyaJ'IbHOCTbIO? — JItoMuaH He IOHSI, YTO TOT UMEI B BUAOy.

IIbep chenarl ele II0TOK CBETIIO-3eJIEHOr0 aOCeHTa |, II0X0XKe, He COOMPAJICS OTBEYATh Ha €ro
BOIIPOC.

JIroMuaH He penmniiCsa HaCTauBaTb U BMECTO 3TOI'O CIIPOCHII:

— 4 crnblmarn, TH B IOJIAEHDb XOOUIT B cOO60p. A 3ayeM THI Tociie o0ena BepHYICS?

— TTocme o6ema MOXKHO TIOTOBOPUTH C €IUHOMBIIITIEHHHKAMU, — Ha nuile I1bepa paciiBesa Terias
yIbIOKa.

OH He cTaJl OTPUIATh, YTO XOOUI B COOOP B MOJIIEHB.

JTroMuaH 00JIer4eHHO B3OOXHYII. 3HaAuuT, II0Ka YTO HUKTO 0oJIBIIe He COXPaHUJI CBOUX BOCIIOMMHAHUMU
1 HEe HapPYIINUJI XO0O UCTOPHUH.



«TomxkHO OHITH, [Thep Beppu xomuit B co00p B MOJIEeHb, YTOOH 3apaHee 00CYOUTD BCE C TMafpe, Iepeq
TEM Kak 1ocye obefga ouu 6yayT 6eceioBaTh C OCTATbHBIMU YJIeHAMHU MX MaJIeHbKOU TPYIIHPOBKU»,
— II0OyMaJl OH.

BrinuB elre 110 CTaKaHYUKY U JOXKAABIIUCH, [I0KA COJIHIIE HE CKPOETCS 3a TOPU30HTOM, JIroMuaH u
[Ivep beppu nompoianucs ¥ pasoLIuCh II0 fOMaM.

Korpga JTromuan mobpascst qo 6e3/10qH0M TPONUHKY, Ha ero MyTH BHe3anHOo Bo3HUK [ToHC Bene,
MJIafni 6paT majgpe, C HECKOJIBKUMU CBOMMHU «IIIeCTEPKaMU».

[Tonc Bene, kpenkuii MyK4nHa C YEPHEIMU BOJIOCAMU ¥ TONIyOBIMYU T'JTa3aMH, IOCMOTPEIT Ha
JlroMuaHa U 3100HO YXMBITBHYJICS.

— Twl gHEM XOpPOILIO MOIIYTUI, Aa? 3PS MBI CBOe BpeMs B co0ope noTpaTunu. Ecnu Owl Tafipe He OBLIO,
s1 ObI TeOe, TafieHHIIy, BCe KOCTH mepeomar, a! Hy-ka, ugu cioga, monpoOyi manouku IToHca XX.

JlioMuaH cCHayasla OTeIINJI OT TaKO# HaTrJI0CTH CO CTOPOHH 9TOT0 MPUAYPKa, a I0TOM 00pagoBa’cs.

«3Hay4uT, Halle ¢ ABpopol nmpennonoxenue ObsI0 BepHEIM. B penbipyieM 1ukie [Touc bewe,
CKOpee BCeTO, ellle He 00pesl CBepXbeCTeCTBEHHbIE CIIOCOOHOCTH [0 NOXOPOoH Hapoku, mostomy y
Hero He OBIJI0 YYBCTBA ONACHOCTH», — IIOAyMaJl OH.

OH mocMen BCTaTh Ha IyTu [10TyCTOpOHHETO!

He pa3mymeiBast HU CEKYHMOH, JIloMUaH pa3BepHYIICS U mobexai. [TOHC CO CBOMMU «IIeCTePKaMu»
OpoCUIIKCEH 3@ HUM B IIOTOHIO.

OpHako, KaK TOJIBKO OHHU BhIOE2KaIu Ha TPOIIMHKY MEXOY OBYMs 3O0aHUAMHU, UX 1106131%\ ncyeasiia.

— Pacxogumcs u uiieMm ero! — nprkasarn IloHc beHe, OrmsgapBasich 0 CTOPOHAM.

OH cuwmTar, 4To JItoMraH He MOT yOexaTh TakK OBICTPO, ¥ PEILIUJI, YTO TOT I'Ie-TO CIIPSITAJICS.

BaHOuTH pa3oUIUCh B IOMCKaX YKPHITUM, TIe MoT Obl mpsATaThcs JliomuaH, a [ToHc BeHe ocTancs y
BXOfla Ha TPOIUHKY.

JItoMuaH, yCIeBIINY TOAHATHCS Ha BTOPOM 3TaxK COCeNHETro 3MaHusl, YCMEXHYJICS U MPHITHYJI BHUS,
npsMo Ha IloHca.

bax!



TToHC C CHJIOH PYXHYJI Ha 3€MJII0, V HEr0 IIePeXBaTUIO AhIXaHHe, Ha KAK0e-TO BPeMsI OH IOTepPSI
CII0COOHOCTDL MBUTATHCA.

Ecnu Owl JTltoMuaH He coepzKajcs ¥ YOapuil ero B IOJIHYI0 CUIY, TO, HaBEpHOe, cioMaJll Obl eMy
HECKOJIbKO KOCTEH.

JIromuaHn BcTas, cxBaTtui [IoHCa 3a Impennneydyns u, YJ'IBIGEIHCL, CKa3all:

— JlaBai, MO3HaKOMHUMCS ITOOIHKE.

He naB IToHCy 0OKa3aTh CONPOTUBJIEHKE, JIIoOMUaH MIPUTSIHYII €0 K ce0e U yaapuil KoJIeHOM B TIaX.

I'maza IToHca YyThb HE BLHIIIE3]IN U3 0p61/IT, JIAII0 UCKA3UJIOCh OT OOIH.

MIMmsak!

JIromuan OTIIYCTHUII €r0, ¥ TOT, COTHYBIIXUCE, CJIOBHO KPEBETKA, PYXHYJI HA 3€MIJII0.

3aTem JltoMuaH pa3BepHYIICS U Opocuiics 6exkaTh 0 TPONMHKE, HCYE3HYB M3 BUIY IO TOTO, KaK
BEPHYIUCH OaHOUTHL.
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Ha kyxHe, KoTopas Obljla TaK:Ke ¥ TOCTUHOM, ¥ CTOJIOBOH,

JlroMuan PacCCKa3all ceCTpe 0 TOM, UTO ITPOM3O0IIIIO.

— IIrep Beppu mocne obema xomun B cobop... M ma, [Torc BeHe moka 4To He o06j1aflaeT HUKAKUMHU
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHEIMHU CITIOCOOHOCTSIMH.

ABpopa cnerka KuBHyJa ¥ paccka3sajia 0 TOM, YTO C Hel IMPOU301III0, 0COOEHHO 0 HeOObICHUMOIH
OTIaCHOCTH B KOHIIE.

— Ta TanHCTBEeHHAas XKEHIIMHA TOBOPUJIA, YTO HEKOTOPEIE CYITHOCTHA MOTYT Pa3/I0OKUThL TeOsI, €CITH ThI
ITPOCTO Y3HAEIb 00 WX CYIIIeCTBOBAaHUY, — 3aAyMYMBO MPOU3HEC JIIOMUaH.
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