Paiian mokauaj rojI0BOM:

— B nuceMme OBI7I0 Bcero aBe KOpoTKue ppa3kl. Kazamoch, 4TO 4eloBEK, IOMaBIINi B 6efy, IPOCUT Y
HacC IIOMOIITH.

— A o0 Kako¥ UMeHHO Oefie OH mucan? — crpocun JIloMUaH, YyBCTBYS, KaK y HETO OTJIETJIO OT Cepilia.

[TucbMo OoT ABPOPHI UM €€ Apy3ell 110 Mepemnrucke He MOTJIO ObITh TAKMM KOPOTKUM.

— Hu 0 kako#, — OTBeTHUI PaliaH C TUXUM B3T0XOM.

«Bcero nuiib MHCHMO € TPOCHOOM O TOMOIIY, ¥ BBl BOT TaK IIpHexanu? — HeloyMeBaJsl IIpo cebst
JlromuaH. — He GouTech, 4TO 3TO Ubs-TO IIyTKa? [laxe WHKBU3ULKS HE MPOSBISET TaKOTO
9HTy3Wa3Ma. He CIIUIIKOM J1u BE HOOPEIE, OT3BIBYMBLIE U I1€]TI€YCTPEMIIEHHBIE?»

OObI9HO OH OBI BEICKA3aJT 9TH MBICIIH BCITYX, HO My Hy2KHa Oblyia HHGOPMAIHs, II03TOMY OH CHepKall
ce0s 1 mocTapa’scs HabpaThCsl TEePIeHuUs.

JlromuaH nonuMar, yto Paitan He 6ymeT pacckasbiBaTh eMy Bce. HaBepHsiKa y HUX OBUIM OPyTHe
coobpakeHus: UM IPUYMHE TpuexaTh B Kopay u uckaTh YyeloBeKa, HallMCaBIIEro0 9TO TYMaHHOe
IIICHEMO.

— I'm... — JTiomuaH notep non0oponoK. — A MOKaXXUTe MHE 3TO MUCbMO? MoXKeT OBITh, 51 y3HAI0
II0YepK.

— TrI 4TO, OyMaelIllb, MBI I/II[I/IOTBI? — IIOCMOTPEII Ha HETro BaneHTHH CcO cCBOUMH HanlyIPE€HHBIMU
BOJIOCaMHu.

JIus ycMexHynacse.

— Tsl 9TO, pa3bupaelibcs B moYyepKax?

— HeMmHoro, — uckpeHnHe npu3Hancs JlromuaH.

«41 ke 3HaI0 TTOYEePK ABPOPHI U CBOM COOCTBEHHBINA. ITOT'0 JOCTATOYHO», — MOAyMaJl OH.

— 3Jt0 Oecnone3no, — MoKayal rojioBol Paian. — Bce cioBa B MUCHbMe BHIPE3aHbl U3 «CUHEH
KHUTU.

«IToueMy e aBTOP MKUChMA TaK OCTOPOXKHUYAET? 3a4eM CKPBLIBATh CBOIO JIMYHOCTD, €CJTH OH ITPOCHUT
o momoru? bouTcs mpecnemoBaHUN U MECTH, WX C HUM YTO-TO He TaK, ¥ OH He X04eT, YTOOH 00



9TOM CTaJI0 U3BECTHO?» — JIIoMHaH IIBITAJICS IIPOAHAIM3NPOBATE HACTPOEHUE aBTOPA ITMCHEMaA.

— A, IOHATHO, — CHefal OH BU, YTO BCe MOHAI. — BH paccmpallnBaeTe XKUTEIeN NepeBHH, He
TIOPTUJI JTX KTO-HUOYIb CBOIO «CUHIOI KHUTY»? HO Befb aBTOp IMKUChMa MOT KYIIUTh HOBYIO KHUTY, U
HUKTO OBl 00 3TOM He y3Haj. Mnu maxe BEIOPOCUTDH CTapylo, IIOCJie TOTO, KaK BOCIIOIh30BaJICs €lo.

— ITO TOJBKO OJUH U3 MyTeM, KOTOPBIMU MBI UIEM, — CIIOKOMHO 00BsICHUII PaiiaH.

— A ecTh mpyrue? — HEMPUHYKIEHHO CIIPOCHIT JIIoMIaH, COBEPIIEHHO HEe CTECHSISICh.

— Ecnu yemoBeK MPOCUT O ITOMOIIY, 3HAYHUT, YTO-TO IPOUCXOTOHUT, ¥ OT 9TOI'0 BCETla OCTAIOTCS KaKHe-
TO CJiefibl, — OTBeTuN PaifaH, IogyMasB.

— 9T0 noruyHo, — JIroMuaH cpueas BUMO, YTO ITepekuBaeT 3a PaitaHa ¥ ero CIyTHHUKOB, CJIOBHO OH
MOT IIOCTaBUTL Ce0s Ha UX MECTO.

— Mou KoyaH4uKH, 5 OyOy 3a BaMu NIprCMaTpuBaTh. Hafeioch, Mbl HalileM Kakue-HuOynb yIUKU, —
Cepbe3HO noobera oH.

— Cmacubo, — BexJuBo oTBeTu PaiiaH.

— Pa3 yx MHI Ipy3bs1, Y MeHs K Tebe ecTh BOIIPOC, — CKa3asa JIus, mpuns B ce0sl.

— Bansi, — ynei6Hysncs JlromMuaH.

— Iloyemy XKuUTEeNU AEPEBHYU B TaBEPHE 3aCMESINCh, KOTHa Thl Ha3Bajl HaC «KOYaHUYUKaMu»? —
crupocuna Jlug.

HYCTB 3TO U OBIIO HEIIPHUBEIYHO, HO «KOYaHYHUK» — 3TO 00BIYHOE MECTHOE IIpO3BHUIIlE, 1 OHO HE
OOJIZKHO OBIJIO BEI3BAThH CMEX.

— Ha HameM kaproHe «KO4aHYUK» 03HAYAET «OOPoras» UK «JIo0uMas», — HCKPeHHEe 00bsSICHUI
JltomuaH. — Tak 00BIYHO 00paWAIOTCs APYT K APYTYy ONIU3Kue Apy3bs UK CTaplide K MIIafluM.
Takke rOBOPST «MOM 3aMYUK» UIIA «MOMU LIBITITKH».

HpOI/I3HOC5{ 3TH CJIOBA, OH C[ie/iaj aKIeHT Ha CJI0Be «OIU3KUe».

— 4 npocTo x0Ten, 4TOOH MBI CTanu OIU3KUMU APY3bsSIMHU, — HEBUHHO NOOABUII OH.

Cyps 1o ero HeBUHHOMY BH[Y, OH BOOOILle HE IOHUMAaJ 3HaUYeHUe CJI0BA «OIM3KUE».



«CKopee, THl X04eIllb OLITh CTapie Hac...» — JIusg HaKOHeIl ITOHSTIA, T0YeMy 3aCMeSITTUCh KUTEeIIN
[IEPEBHH.

O6mbsicHenue JIlrloMraHa, BO3MOXKHO, ¥ He OBIJIO 10 KOHIIA TPaBOUBLIM, HO JIOTUYHEIM — [Ia.

— Xopo1o, — KuBHYy Patan. — Emle yTo-HUOYOH?

— Her, — orBetun JltoMmuas. OH He X0TeJl Ka3aThCd CIMIIKOM HaBI3YUBEIM U BEI3BIBATH [T0I03PEHUS
HacyeT ce0s 1 ABPOPHL.

Ero cectpy Hemb3s OBLIO BIYTHIBATh B paccieqoBaHue!

[TpoBomuB B3TMsmoM JINIO U ee CIIyTHUKOB, YeH YXOI COIIPOBOKMIANICS 3BOHOM KOJIOKOJIbYHMKOB,
JltomuaH cen y Bxoma B Ctapyio Ta BepHY U CTall XKJaTh, KOT/Ia MPOCHETCS Ta 3arafouyHasi KeHIIHHA.

Yepes HEKOTOPOE BPeEMS K HeMy IofoIes ero apyr Peiimonp I'per.

— JlroMuaH, TH y2Ke peInuy, Kakyio TIeTeHAy Mbl OyieM pacciefioBaTh? — CIIPOCHIT PeiMOH]I.

[TocnenHue nBa OHSA PeMOHM MPOSBIIA K 3TOMY Ay gaxe OOJbIINi 9HTy3ua3M, YeM caM JIroMuaH.
B KoHIle KOHIIOB, EMy He CHUJIUCh CTPaHHbIE CHBI, U OPYTUX CII0COO0B NOOBITH COKPOBUINA ¥ HETO HE
OLIIO.

— Iloka HET, — coBa yXke IOCTy4asach K HEMY B IBEPh, U OH He MOT PHCKOBATh, He Pa300paBIIUCE B
cutyaiuu. — [Togymato 06 aToM 1nocie npa3gHuka [locta, — HeGpexkHO Opocun JlloMuaH.

— JlagHo, 9TO pa3ymHo, — cornacuics PeiiMonn. — Torga MHe IoKa He Hafo paboTaTh 3eJIeHbIM
Ho3onwM. [Towiny B ropsl nocne [Tocra. [laxke ecnu KTo-HUOYOb U OYAET MacTU CKOT B MOEM JIeCY, 3TO
He MPUYUHUT 60IbIIOT0 yiepoa.

— Tl X0Uelb CKa3aTh, UTO B GuxKaiilie HeCKOJIbKO THel Tebe He Ha[o ye3XKaTh U3 IePEeBHU? —
yTounun JlromuaH.

PeitMoHT KMBHYII.

— Bot coBmagenue! MHe ToXe HeNlb3s ye3:KaTh U3 [lePEeBHU B OnuxKauIie HECKOIbKO JHEeH, —
yneIOHYICS JTtoMuaH.

— A nouemy? — yguswics PeiiMoHz,.

— Ceropusa YTPOM s BCTPETHUII COBY M3 JIETE€HOHI O t‘IepHOKHI/I}KHI/IKG, — IIOHH3UB I'0JIOC, CEPBE3HO



ckasan Jlromuas. — OHa cKasaia, 4To, ecyid O He co00p U He B30p Bora B mepeBHe, oHa 61l 3a0pasa
Molo mymy u 6pocuna ee B 6e3MHY...

PeiimoHp OB HaIlyTaH, OH BeCh 3agpoxKall.

— HpaB;:[a? 4 xe Tebe TOBOPHIJI, YTO HEJIb34 CBA3BIBATLECA C 9TON HEYUCTHIO. ..

W TyT oH yBUfEN Ha nuile JlloMraHa yIbIOKY...

... BCIIOMHHII O XapaKTepe CBOEero Apyra.

— Twl Haio MHOM IIyTHINb, BPEIlb K€, la? — CIPOCUII OH, YYBCTBYS 37I0CTh U TPEBOTY.

OH 3numcs Ha ce0s 3a TO, YTO CHOBA IOBeJICS Ha oO6MaH JlromuaHa. OH 3Has, 4yTo JIfoMHaH 3a
YeJIOBEK, U Y2ZKe MHOTI'0 pa3 IoIIagaliCd Ha €ro YJIOBKH.

— Heyxenu TH Bepulllb B TAKyI0 ePyHAY? — paccMmesisics JlloMuaH.

«41 mpuAyMar 3Ty UCTOPHUIO, YTOOHI TH He o0exkas B CO00p KasAThCs, KOTIa He BBIIEePXKUIIb
HaNPsSKEeHUsI», — Mpo cedst mobaBUII OH.

— @yx... — ¢ 061er4yeHueM BHIOXHY PeliMoH.

— 4, KoHeYHO, ceryac Bce NMpUAyMaJ, HO MTOMCKY IIPaBfbl JeUCTBUTENILHO MOTYT OBITh OIIACHEI, — Al
eMy coBet JltomuaH. — [locTapaiics He BRIXOOUTH 3a IIpefesibl JePEeBHYU U He IIOKUAATh 3aluTy
cobopa.

«A 310 yKe mpaBpa. [IycTh g mOYTH BCe MPUAYMasl, HO B KaXKIOM IIyTKe eCTh JOJIs MyTKU. I Obl TeOs
He TIpefyIpenun u He mepecka3ai Tebe coBeT ABPOpHI, eciu Obl MHE He HyKHa Oblla TBOSI IIOMOIIb B
OynmyimeMm. MHe Bce paBHO, KTO TaM KUBET U yMHUPaAET...» — IIOAyMaJl OH IIpo cebs.

PeliMOH[] BCITOMHHUJI O TOM, KaK eMy ObIJIO CTPAIIHO, ¥ TIOHUMaIoIle KUBHYII.

— JlagHo! 3a KOro TH OTAAIb CBOM T'OJIOC B BBI60an Becennero SJ'IB(ba? — CMEHHUJI OH TEMY.

Becennwuii 3mb( ObIJTa CHMBOJIOM BECHBEI 1 MHOTHX IIPa3THUKOB BO BpeMs [TokasHus. B peruone
Hapumx Ha 9Ty Pojb 0OBIYHO BEIOMpPAU He3aMyKHIOI KPaCHBYIO IEBYIIKY IIyTeM I'0JIOCOBaHUS.

— 3a ABy, — HeOpexHo oTBeTuN JltoMuaH. — OHa Ke BCerja XoTella CTaTb BeceHHUM 371b(OM.



— 4 ToxXe 3a Hee IIPOT0JIOCYIO, — CKa3all PeliMOH[I, TallHO 06paJIOBaBH.II/ICb.

Buepa ABa HaMeKHYyJla eMy, YTO X04UeT, YTOOI OH 3a Hee IPOroJI0COBasl, I03TOMY OH OBLIT paj] IOMOYb
et HabpaTh rosoca.

)%k

Henopaneky ot Crapoi TaBepHHI.

PaitaH, JIus u BaneHTHH He CIEUIUIN HAWTH KOTO-HUOYOb IS «Gecembl».

— A MOXHO 111 OBIJIO pacCcKa3bBaTh 3TOMY ITapHIO TakK MHOT0? — CIIPOCUJI BaneHTHH, IpUKPHIBast
PYKOH pOT ¥ HOC.

B Bo3myxe BuTas cnabblif 3amax NTUYLETO IIOMETa.

— He 3Halo, ecThb 711 B 9TOM nIpo0ieMa, — JIus moKpyTHia cepeOpsaHblil KOJOKOIbYUK HaJ TOJI0BOM.
— Mory cka3aTh TOJIBKO, YTO, COTJIACHO pe3yjbTaTaM MOero rafaHus, OH HaM IIOMOXKET.

— Ecnu MBI He CMOXKEM U3MEHUTh CUTYAlUIo, TO yTedyKa UHGOPMAaIUy U 3alyruBaHue IPUYaCTHEIX
MOTYT OKa3aThCs 3¢ deKTUBHEIMU, — 00bsCHUT PaliaH cBoM 3amebicell. — Tenepb MbI OyeM 3a HUM
Ha0IomaTh ¥ IOCMOTPUM, YTO OH OyJeT fefiaTh ¥ ¢ KeM Oy[eT BCTpedaThCs.

)%k

[Tocne yxoma Pertmonpa JlromuaH Bouen B Ctapyro TaBepHY U yBULeN KeHIUHY, KOTOpas gajia eMmy
kapty Tapo. OHa cupena Ha CBoeM 0OBIYHOM MeCTe.

Ha Heli Gblta Genas 67y3Ka u cBOOOJHbIE CBeTIIbIE OpIOKU. PsmoM ¢ Hell nexkana Kpyrias
COJIOMEHHas IS, YKpalleHHas HECKOIbKUMU KeJITEIMHU I[BETAMH.

«Y Hee B ueMopaHe CTOJLKO omexkabl! Kakablll eHb OHa B 4eM-TO HoBoM. He To, uto JIug u ee
CIIyTHUKHU, KOTOPBIE BRITTIAAAT Tak OTPENaHHO», — IofayMal JIloMuaH, IOAX0nsd K Hell U YCaXkKUBasiCh
HaIlPOTHUB.

OH HeOpeXHO OKUHYII B3TJIOM €€ 3aBTPaK: COYHBIM MSICHOU ITUPOT C HETYCTHIM COYCOM, HECKOJIBKO
mapuojieli, Hape3aHHble KyOMKaMU Ce30HHbIe GPYKTHI U CBETJIBIN MPO3PayHbIi HATUTOK C KAKUMU-TO
BKpaIlJIEHUSIMH.

«B Crapou TaBepHe Takoro He nogaroT...» — JIlOMUaH I0Ka3aJl Ha HallUTOK, CTOSBIIUY Ha CTOJE, U
CIIPOCHJI, CJIOBHO OHU OBIIM OIM3KUMHU OPY3bSIMU:



— Yro 3T0 Takoe? Ha BUHO He MOX0XKe.

— 3910 «CBaIeHHOE Maciao Benepr», — HeOpeKHO OTBETHUIIA KEHIMHA. — ET0 genaT U3 caxapHOn
¥ KOPUYHOM BOMBI, HACTOSTHHOM Ha BaHUIH, C moOaBIeHNEM MaKa. ITO nu300peTeHue ogHoro 6apa B
Tpupe.

CnoBo «BeHnepa» mnosiBuIoCch 6narogapst umnepaTtopy Po3emo. OH yrmoMuHas B OQHOU U3 CBOUX
UCTOpUM, 4YTO BeHepa — 3TO0 XKeHIIKWHA, KOTOPYIO MOKXHO CPaBHUTHL C OOTMHEN KPACOTHL.

— A re BHI ero B3sina? CaMu cuenanu? — cIpocun JIloMuaH, MOf03peBasi, UTo Jaxe B ONMuKauieM
ropoge, [lapumgxe, TAKOTO He MMPOHAIOT.

— Kak nyremniecTBeHHHUIA, 1 00513aHa yMeTh NOOLIBATh HyKHbIE BEIU B Hy>KHOe BpeMsi, — C YJIBIOKOU
OTBETHJIa XKEHIIWHA.

— He nmonumaio, — 4eCTHO npu3Haics JltoMmuaH.

—4d CIIPaBUJICA C TEM MOHCTPOM, — CKa3aJl OH. — A Tellepb BCTPETHUJI elle ABYX, ¥ OHM HaMHOTI'O
OllaCHee...

OH pacckasal 0 MOHCTPe C TPeMs TUI[aMK ¥ 0 MOHCTPE C PYXKbeM.

— MHe KaxeTcs, o1 00a 00/1agaloT CUITOM, ITPEBOCXOSINEl CUTy OOBIYHBIX JIIOfeH. 9 ¢ HUMH He
CIIPaBJIIOCh. MOXKHO JIX UX KaK-TO I00EIUTh?

— Hacuet TPEXJTIUKOTO MOHCTPA HE 3HAl0, — KEHIINHA OTKYCHJId KyCOUY€EK TapPUOJId U 3dKaTUIId
rinasa. — A BOT C TeM, Y KOT'0 PY2XKhb€, THI BIIOJTHE MOZKEIb CIIPDABUTHCA. I'maBHOE — HCIIOIB30BATh
CBOH 0COOEHHOCTH.

— Oco0eHHOCTH... A Kakue y MeHsI 0COOeHHOCTU? — YOUBUIICA U pacTepsica JlloMuaH.

OH u caM He 3HaJI, KaKue y Hero oco6eHHocTH!

— OTO0 Xe TBOU COH, — YNHIOHYNIach eMy KeHIMHA. — TEl — XO391H 3TOTr0 CHa, U y Tels,
€CTeCTBEHHO, eCTh IIPeUMyIecTBa. IIpocTo TH elle 06 3TOM He 3Haelllb.
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