«Ta camas coBa? CoBa U3 ereHgsl 0 YepHOKHUKHUKE?»

Mzeicnu B ronoBe JItoMraHa nyTaauch. KpoBb CTEIIa B XKUJIaX.

9T0 OBIIO CTpallIHEE, YeM BCTPeYa C TPEXJIMKUM MOHCTPOM.

Benp 9T0 OBIN y2Ke He COH. ITO ObIJIa peaabHOCTh.

Iaxe ecnu CMEPTh BO CHE MIPUBOMKIIA K CMEPTH B PEATbHOCTH, ICUXOIOTUIECKH 3TO OBIIIO COBCEM
IPyToe meno.

«YTo ke MHe menaTh? He mocTpagaet nu ABpopa?»
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[Toxa JItoMuaH 710Mas TOJIOBY Hap TeM, Kak eMy ObITh, COBa He IleBe/Iniack, Ha0Omioas 3a HUM CBOUM
IIPOH3UTEJILHEIM B3TJISIIOM.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH] OHa paclipaBUjIa KPBIIbS U IIOJIETEJ B CTOPOHY [aJIeKoro jieca.

Ona ny1aBHO CHUXKanach, II0Ka He CKDPHIJIQCh B I€PEBHE Kop;[y.

Tonpko Torma JltoMuaH mpuimnesn B ceods.

OH PyXHYJI Ha CTYJ ¥ PUXKaJ PYKY KO 110y.

OH OBITT BECH B TIOTY.

<<Hey}KeJ'II/I 9TO MENUCTBUTEILHO Ta COBA, M3 JIETEHMHI O qepHOKHHX{HHKe?

Heyxenu oHa IelCTBUTENBHO KUBET Y2KE CTOIBKO JIET?

B mo6oM criydae, OHa He TI0X0Xa Ha APYTUX COB C UX TYCKJIBIMU Tjla3aMu. Y Hee MOouTH
YyeJI0BeUeCKUH B3TTIAL. ..

Ecnu 3To melCTBUTENBHO Ta COBA, TI0YEMY OHa IIOSIBUJIAaCh ¥ MeHS 1o OKHOM? MoKeT OBITh, 13-3a
TOT'0, YTO 51 XOUY PACKPHITh TalHY JIeTeHAsl 0 YepHOKHUXKHMKE? HO MBI Ke yKe 0TKa3aUuCh OT 3TOH
UIen...



Ona nonabniofana 3a MHOU U yJeTena... MIHTepeCcHO, BepHETCS 1M OHa U He IPUHECET HEIPUATHOCTH
Aspope...»

JIioMuaH X0TeJ ellle TOHaOIONaTh, pa3 yX& MT0Ka HUYEro He CIIyYUJIOCh, HO TIOHSJ, YTO He MOXKET
00JIbIlIe CKPHIBATH 9TO OT CECTPHI.

Briiifst 13 KOMHATHL, OH YBUEJI, 4TO ABpopa elle ciuT. OH CIyCTUJICA BHU3 U IPUTOTOBUII 3aBTPaK.
Bce 6moma, KoTopele Tr00uIIa cecTpa.

Avununa-rnasyHbs, 6e3e, OOBIYHBIE TOCTH C BADEHBEM. ..

«Hapo notoM cpemnats namniy. B aToT pa3 go6aBiiio MSICHOM COYC...» — JIloMMaH MBICJIEHHO OTMETHI,
YTO JIallllla 3aKOHYMIACh, ¥ PEIIN KyIUTh ee B ONUKaUIIe OBa JHS.

970 6b1T0 NMI0O6UMOE 6ITI00 ABPOPHI.

Korma ABpopa CrycTHach, B ATMHHOM HOYHOU pyOallKe, C PaCTPENaHHBIMY 30JI0TUCTHIMU BOJIOCAMH,
3aBTpaK ORI yKe TOTOB.

— Iob6poe yTpo, — mpobopMoTasia OHa, 3eBasi.

— YVxe He yTpo. — JItoMuaH yneiOHYJCS. — TH XKe caMa BCerfia TOBOPHILb, YTO YTPO Bedepa
My[peHee.

— 9T0 TOYHO. { pelnuia, YTo JIy4dllle BCETO YTPOM — CIlaTh. — ABpOpa ycenach 3a CTOJI ¥ IIPUHSIach
3a 3aBTpaK, 3aMKBasi €ero CTaKaHOM MOJIOKA.

JIroMHaH ces HapoTUB ABPOPEHL. 3a CTOJIOM, 3a KOTOPEIM MOTJIM Pa3MeCTUThCS IIECTh YeJI0BEK, OH
HEIIPUHYXKIEHHO 3aMeTHJI, JKeBasl ONIMHYHUK:

— 4 TyT I1OCJiefHrn e HECKOJIBKO OHEeH 6pOI[I/IJ'I II0 JepeBHE, IIBITasACh HaWTH IIOOTBEPXKIOEHNE TEM
JlereHagaM.

— 3aueM? — cmpocuia ABpopa.

— TeI 2Ke He X0YeIllb TIOMOYb MHE 00PeCTH CBEPXbeCTECTBEeHHEIE CTIOCOOHOCTH. BOT 51 ¥ pemus cam
HAWTH CI10co0. BOpyT B 3TUX JlereHmax eCcTh KaKue-TO MOACKa3KW, — OTKPOBEHHO OTBETHUIN JIIOMUaH.

— JTO MOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO, — HEOpexKHO Gpocuia ABpopa. — 3a CTOIBKO JIET 9TH JIETeH/IbI
MCKA3UJTUCh IO Hey3HaBaeMoCTH. VMK 3To MPOCTO YbK-TO BRIIYMKH. Bce 9T0 GeccMbIcieHHO. XOTs,
KOHEYHO, MOXKeT OBITh, KTO-TO CIIEI[HAIbHO MPUAYMaJ 3Ty UCTOPHUIO KaK OTTOBOPKY. Xe-Xe, ¥ 3eBaKH,



Bpome Tebs1, TOXe IIOCTAapPaJIuCk.

— Yto0? — JlroMUaH He NOHAJ, YTO ABpOopa UMeeT B BUAY IO CJIOBOM «3€BaKu».

9TO CIOBO maxe He OBIJIO ITOX0XKe Ha CJIOBO U3 si3kika MHTHCA.

— 9TO Te, KTO CyeT HOC He B CBOE [eJI0, — IIPOCTO 00bsicHuIa ABpopa. — Cyms 10 TOMY, YTO THI
BOPYT 3aroBOpuUJI 00 3TOM, TH HaBepHsKA YXKe YCIIes BIUIHYTh B KaKyl0-HUOYObh UCTOPUIO U TeIephb
IIPUIIIeN [OMOM, 4TOOH cecTpa Te0s BHIPydHUIa.

— MoOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO CHy‘I&fIHOCTL, HO 4 HEe HaCTOJIbBKO I'JIYII, YTOORI BJIE3Th B CEpPhLE3HEIE
HENIPpUATHOCTH, — HEBO3MYTHUMO OTBETHUIJL JIromuaH.

OH TLIaTeIbHO 06JIYMaTI CBOH CJIOBa.

— 4 pemm Ha4aTh C JIereHOb 0 YePHOKHUKHUKE.

— O KaKo¥U JereHyie UAET peub? — ABpopa SBHO Obljla B HEIOYMEHUH.

— Tr1 4TO, HUKOT A O HEM He Cibllana? — JIfloMuaH He MOT B 9TO MOBEPUTh. — [laBHLIM-TaBHO B
IepeBHe yMep onuH 4YenioBeK. Korga ero XxopoHumu, Hay ero rpob mpuseTesa coBa U cejia Ha
KpOBaTh, Ha KOTOPOU OH yMep. OHa yneTesa, TOIbKO KOTfia TeJI0 YHECHH. A MOTOM Telo CTalo O4YeHb
TSIKeJBIM. [IPHUIITIOCh 3ampPsaYb AeBATh OLIKOB, YTOOB HOTAIIUTh IPo0 Mo Kiambuina. TombKo Torha
JKUTEH NePeBHHU MOHSJIM, YTO 9TOT YeJI0BEK NPH KHU3HHU OblT1 YePHOKHUKHUKOM.

ABpopa BHUMATEJIBHO €0 CIyIIaa.

— 4 HUKOTTA He CIIBIIIaaa 3TOU JIETEHIHL.

«He MoXeT OHITh...» — HEIOBEPUUBO MOmyMas JIloMuaH.

[Tycts ABpopa u He nmo0OuIa BEIXOOUTh U3 IOMa, HO OHA BCe PaBHO 0O0Ilanach CO CTapyIIKaMy U3
nepeBHu. OHa /M00MIa paccKa3kBaTh IETSAM UCTOPUM U Bcerda Oblla B Kypce BCEX CILIeTeH. TpymHO
OBLIIO TOBEPHUTD, YTO OHA HE CJIBIIIAJa JIeTeHAH 0 YepHOKHUXKHUKE, KOTOpas XOfujIa y2Ke MHOTO JIeT.

Ho eme 6onee cTpaHHBIM OBLIO TO, YTO €€ JOM CTOSIJI HA TOM XKe MeCTe, Tie KOTTla-TO CTOSIJI JJOM
YepHOKHUKHUKA.

JItoMMaH C caMOro HaydaJjla IIoflo3peBarl, YTo ABpopa peluia nocenutbes: B Kopay, 4ToOb HalTH
COKpoBHIla YepHOKHUKHUKA, KJTI0Y K 00peTeHNI0 HeOObIYaiHOM CHUJIHL.



— W 4T0 XKe manblie? — CIIOKOMHO CIIpocuiia ABpopa.

— MH&I paccnpocuny nofei 1 HaM NOATBEPAUIN CTapeUuIlHbl JePEBHU. JTO HE BEIAYMKa.
YepHOKHUKHUK JEeMCTBUTENIBHO CYIleCTBOBal. Ho 3T0 OBIJT0O MHOTO JIeT Ha3afl. LIepKoBbL COXKTIIa IoM,
a Teleph 3Ta 3eMJISI MPUHAMJIEXXUT Tebe, — MPaBOUBO OTBETHUI JIIOMUaH.

— Bor kak? — ABpopa siBHO OblNa yauBiieHa. — ¢ Tak ¥ 3HaJa, YTO TYT YTO-TO HEYUCTO. Temnepn
IIOHSITHO, C KaKO¥# CTaTH OHU IIPOJaii MHE 3Ty 3eMJIIO JiellieBsie, YeM 00bYHO. S To gyMarna, 3TO
6rmaromaps MoeMy YMEHHWIO yTOBapuBaTh CTapyIlIekK...

OHa HEMHOTO IoAyMaJjia ¥ CIIPOCHJIA:

— 3Hauut, LlepkoBb CoXra Teno YepHOKHUKHUKA?

— Ja. Ero npax moxopoHeH Ha Kiaf0ulle psmoM ¢ cobopoM, — KUBHYI JItoMuaH. — MHI yxKe
0TKa3aJIMCh OT 9TOM UIeU, TOTOMY YTO BCe 3allio B TynuK. Ho cerogHs yTpoM s yBULEN y cebs 1of
OKHOM COBY. TOYHO TaKyl0 Xe, KakK B JIeTeHTe.

JIn1io ABpPOPHI CTAJI0 CEePhE3HEBIM.

— Tol yBepeHn?

— TouHO cKa3aTh He MOT'Y, HO OHa OblyTa He [T0X0Xa Ha 00BIYHYI0 COBY, — O0OBEKTHUBHO OTBETHUII
JIromuaH.

— Iloka He BBIXO[IM 3a MPEOENTH IePeBHY, — Me[JIEHHO Ipou3Hecaa ABpopa, mogymas. — U mocie
HACTYIIJIEHUSI TEMHOTHI HE BRIXO[Y Ha YJIHILY, IIOKa 5 He Pa30epych C 9TOM CUTyalued.

OHa KpuBO yNIHIOHYIACS.

— ¢ xe Tebs mpegynpexmana, YTO IOUCKH CBEPXHECTECTBEHHEIX CHUJI MOTYT OBITh OMTACHBIMHU. A THI
y2Ke BJIMI B BCTOPHIO. K CYacThio, KaxKeTCsI, 3TOT KTO-TO He 3aflyMEIBaeT HUUero 1mioxoro. Ckopee
BCET0, 9TO He cepbe3Has mpobema.

<<XOpOH.IO, 4YTO TEI HE TePAEIIb 6I[I/ITGJ'[I:»HOCTI/I...>> — JIioMuaH OITYCTHIJI T'OJIOBY U IIPAMO CKa3all:

— Cecrpa, 5 ObIT HETIPaB.

OH CMEHUJ TEMY.

— Tebe oTBETHIM TBOU OPY3bs IO TEPETHUCKE?



— Twi 4TO, myMaellb, OHU TaK OBICTPO OTBEYAIOT? — (GEIPKHYIa ABpopa. — IT0 Tebe He
371eKTPOHHAM... TM... To4Ta!

«A pa3Be II04YTa — 3TO He IIMChbMa U IIOCHIJIKKM, KOTOPBEIE OTIIPABIIAIOT Y€pPe3 ITOYTOBEIE OTOETIEHUs?»
— HEeOOYMEHHO IMoAayMall JlromuaH.

Ho oH He cTas 3aIlMKIUBATLCS Ha 3TOM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, ABpOpa 9acCTO ymoTpeOisiia CTPaHHbIe
CIIOBa.
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Y Bxopa B Crapywo TasepHy.

JIroMraH 0CTaHOBUJICS U OTJISHENICS.

OH 3HaJ, 4TO XeHIMHa, KOTopas fana eMy KapTy Tapo, ellle He IPOCHYJIACh, I03TOMY OH HCKaJl
TPOUX 4yKakoB: Panana, JIuwo u BanentuHa.

Kak u oxupganocs, TPOHUIla CUOeJia 3a CTOJIOM B TaBEPHE U HaCllaXKaalacCh O0OUTbHBIM 3aBTPaKOM.

JlroMuraH HECKOJTBKO CEKYH/I HabIIoas 3a HUMHU, Pa3TIIsiAbBas PYIeTHKY U3 (Hopenu, BUHO U Xjeb C
Mao0HEe30M, a TOTOM, He XKeJlasi uX OECIIOKOUTD, YIIIe.

Yepes HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, Korfa PaliaH u ero CIiyTHUKHM cOOpasuCh MPOIOIKUTD CBOIO IIPOTYJIKY TI0
Kopmy u «6ecemy» ¢ MECTHEIMHU KUTENIMHU, JIFloMHUaH MOAOIIEN K HUM, PaCKUHYB PYKU U YIHI0AsACh.

— ITobpoe yTpo, MO KOYaHUYUKHU!

Y BanenTtrHa gepHyJcs rias, PailaH HEMHOT0 cMyTucs, a JIus paccmesinace.

«XM, OHM OIETH TOYHO TaK XKe... Heyxenu oHYU B3s17IM ¢ COOOM TakK Majlo CMEHHOM OHEeXKIbI?» —
JlromuaH 3ameTu, 4To Jlus Oblyia B TOM XKe o0JieraiolieM IjaThe U3 KalleMupa, 6e10M anbTo U
MapCebCKUX 00TUHKAX, yKpaIlleHHEIX MaJleHbKUMU cepeOpsHBIMU KOJIOKONIbYuKaMu. Ha ee muiganke-
ByaJld ToXe ObUIA KOJIOKONIbYMKHU. PaliaH ObIJI B TOM XK€ CEpOM IaibTo C KaIIIOHOM U O11egHO-
JKeNTHIX OpIoKaX, Ha r0JIoBe — IIepoxXoBaTasl TeMHas LIIIsANa-KOTeNIoK.

A BaneHtun IMO-IIpEXKHEMY OB C HallyOPE€HHBIMU BOJIOCAMU M HAaKPAII€HHBIM JIMIIOM.

— JTo6poe yTpo, Jltomuan. UTo Te0s K HaM IIPUBENIO? — CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCui PaitaH.

— BrI Ke Mou gpy3bs. MHe HeUYero fenathb, BOT 51 U PEeIIXTT K BaM 3alTH, — OOMKEHHO OTBETHUI



JIromuaH.

— ¢ cMoTpIO, BHI TYT IOCTIETHHE HECKONILKO MHEH GeceyeTe ¢ XKUTENISIMHU IepeBHHU. UTO-TO XOTHTE
CIIPOCUTL? — TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH. — ECIH ¥ Bac eCTh KaKue-TO BOMPOCH, 00paIiaiTech KO MHE, MOU
KOYaHYMKH. 51 Ke Balll IPYT.

— M=z1 He MOXKeM JOBEPsITb TBOUM OTBE€TaM, — BMeEIIIAJICS BanenTus.

Paitan ITOCMOTPEI Ha HETO, ITIPHU3BIBAA K ITIOPAIKY.

— A [pyruMm BBl MOXKeETe IIOJTHOCThHIO HOBEPSATh? — YABIOHYICS JIIoMUaH.

Jlusg pacrepsnace, a PaiiaH, mogymas, OTBETHUIL:

— Ha camom gene MbI HUKOMY HE MOZKEM ITOJTHOCTBIO JOBEPATE. ME&I mOTKHEI AelaTh BEIBOOEI HA
OCHOBAHHHU OTBETOB, KOTOPEIE MEI ITIOJIy9a€M OT PAa3HBIX JIIOfIed, ¥ TOTO, YTO MBI BUIUM CBOUMU
TJIa3aMu.

— BoT 3T0 npaBunbHEIN I0AX0H. — JIfoMHUaH pacKuHyI pyku. — Hy, Toraa Bel MOXKeTe BEHICNIYIIATh U
MOM OTBET. B KauecTBe NOMOTHUTEILHOU NH(POPMAIIUHU.

PaifaH MMOMOJTYaJ, OTJISAEIBASICH II0 CTOPOHAM.

B aT0 panHee yTpo xkutenu Kopay crnemunu Ha monsi, 1 y Ctapoit TaBepHHBI IIOUYTH HUKOTO He OBIIIO.

— Mg mpuexanu ctofa, YTOOL HAaTH OJHOTO YeJloBeKa, — CKa3all OH.

— IMagpe? — ¢ yneibKoit cipocun JlroMuaH.

— Hert. MuI xonunu K nagpe, 4ToOsl y3HATH 00 9TOM YejloBeKe, — IIoKaydas rojoBoy PaiiaH.

— O KOM? — C UHTepecoM cIpocun JlroMuaH. — { 3HAIO BCeX XKuUTejell fepeBHH. 4 MOry BaM IIOMOYb.

PaifaH He 00pamoBaCs.

— Ha camoM pesie MBI He 3HaeM, KTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK, CKOJIBKO €MY JIET ¥ KaK OH BBITTIAOUT. HeKOTOpOG
BpeMsi Ha3a[d MEI ITIOJIy4YUTIM aHOHMMHO€E ITUCbMO, X MBI ITEITA€MCA HAWTH TOTO, KTO €Tr0 Hamucal.

«HaBepHOE, KTO-TO HacTy4an», — mogyMan JlroMuaH.



— A 4eJioBeK, KOTOpBIfI HalluCaJl ITIMCbMO, He IIBITAJICA C BaMM CBA3aThCA IIOCJIE BAIIETO IIpHe3da B
HepeBHI-O? — COeJjiall OH BUM, YTO YOUBJIEH.

— Het, — oTBeTusa 3a Paiiana JIus.

— MoxeT ObITh, OH OOUTCS ¥ BaM He HOBepsieT? — C TOTOBHOCTHIO Pemioxul Jliomuan. — Heyxenu
B ITCbMe He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX ITOCKA30K?

EMy ObLJI0 MHTEPECHO Y3HATh COlepKaHKe NUChMa.

Ecnu 0HO Kacanoch afipe U ero NOAPY4YHEIX, OH OBUT ObI pag UM IIOMOYb. A eCJIi OHO Kacasoch
ABpPODEI, TO OH ITIOCOBETYET CECTPE NepeexaTh. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, ABpopa 4acCTO ITepeluCHBaach Co
CBOUMH OPY3bSIMHU, U, €CIU KOTO-TO U3 HUX II0¥MaI0T, OHa MOXKeT IIoCTpafaTh. [11chbMO MOTJIO CTaTh
BaXXHOU YJIUKOM.
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