JItoMyaH He CIIeInuI CIIyCKAThCH, ellle HEMHOT'O 3aJ€PZKaBIINCh Ha KPHIIIE.

Bripaxenue ero nuia ObI0 HempoHUIIaeMEIM. OT 030PHOI0 IMAaPHS, KOTOPOTI'0 BCe MPUBLIKIIM BUOETH B
TaBepHe C BeYHOU YILIOKOM Ha JIKlle U IIyTKOM HaroToBe, He OCTAJIOCh U ciefa. Temephb 3TO ObLI
coOpaHHHIN U PEeIIUTENbHBIN MOJIOMION YeJI0BEK, COBEPIIEHHO He ITOX0XKUK Ha TOr0, KOTO BCe 3HAJHU
PaHbIIIE.

CnyuaitHo y3HaB 0 TOM, 4TO ABpopa o0/laflaeT Maru4eckoi cumnoii, JIloMuaH BCeMU CUIaMHU
CTPEMMUJICS 3amoNTyuuTh ee. Ho ABpopa IOCTOSSHHO ero OTTOBapuBaja, FOBOPS O TOM, YTO 9TO OUeHb
OTIaCHO U MMPUYUHSIET HEBEPOSITHRIE CTPaflaHusl, ¥ OTKa3kiBallaCh PACKPHIBATh CBOM CEKPETHI, flaXKe
ecnu OBl 3HAJIA, KaK MepegaTh 9Ty CUITy IPOCTOMY CMEPTHOMY.

JlroMuaH He MOT 3aCTaBUTh €€ PACKPHITh 3TOT CEKPET, I03TOMY eMy 0CTaBajloCh TOJIBKO YMOJISTE ee U
yroBapuBaTh IPY KaXI0M YIOOHOM CITydae.

O6myMaB Bce ellle HECKOJIBKO CeKYH, JItoMraH BCKOYMI Ha HOTH U TOAOIIENT K Kpaio KPHIIIH.
[Tonb3ysach HepeBIHHOU JIECTHULEH, OH CIIyCTUJICSI Ha BTOPOU 3TaxX.

On IIOAOIIEJI K KOMHaTe ABpOpr, H, IIpeXKae 9eM 3arJIdHyTh BHYTPB, YBUEJI, YTO KOPHUYIHEBAsA
JepeBsiHHas1 OIBePhb IIPUOTKPHITA.

ABpopa cupesna 3a TMCbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM B HeOeCHO-T0Iy00M IJIaThe U YTO-TO OBICTPO IHcalla
IIePbEBOY PYYKOU C 30JI0THIM IIEPOM.

«O ueM 3TO OHA IHUILIET B TAKOH IIO3MHUH Yyac? MoxeT OBITh, 3TO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C KOJITOBCTBOM?» —
JIroMuaH MOJI0KUJI PYKY Ha ABEPh U ChI3BUIL:

— JIHEeBHUK IIUIIEIIb?

— KT0 3TO ceiiyac BefeT IHEBHUKHU? — OTBETHUIA ABpOpa, He OTPHIBASICh OT MUCHhMa.

JlroMuaHa He YCTPOHII €€ OTBET.

— A pasBe uMmnepaTtop Pozenb He Ben qHeBHUKM? HeCKOIBKO TOMOB?

Posens, mocnepuuit ummnepatop PecnyOnuku MHTHC, B KOTOPOH KUK OpPaT C CECTPOM, CBEpT
nuHacTuio CaypoHOB U, TPUHSB TUTYN Lle3apsi, 00bsaBUA ce0sT UMIIEPATOPOM.

OSTOT YeNloBeK cfellal MHOXKECTBO OTKPHITUM B 00/1aCTH HayKu ¥ TEXHUKU, €My IIPUMKUCHIBAIOT
n300peTeHne MapoBOro gBUrarTensi. Kpome Toro, OH MpOJI0XKUI MOPCKOM yTh K FOXKHOMY
KOHTUHEHTY U ITOJIOXKHUJ HayaJslo arnoxe KojnoHu3auuu. OH OBUT HaCTOSIIIMM CBIHOM CBOET0 BPEMEHH,
CHMBOJIOM YIIe[Ien 310XH, 3aKOHYUBINENCST O0JIbIlle BeKa Ha3aj.



OpHaKO Ha CKJIOHe JIeT OH O®lI mpemaH u youTt B [IBopie benoro Knéxna B Tpupe.

[Tocrne ero cMepTH CTPAHUIIH U3 THEBHUKOB UMIIEpPATOpPa PA30IIIUCh II0 BCEMY MUPY, HO BCE OHU
ObLIM HallKCaHBL Ha SI3bIKE, KOTOPHIM HUKTO He MOT pacuIudpoBaTh, CIOBHO 9TUX CJIOB He
CYIIIECTBOBAJIO B IIPUPOTIE.

— BoT Bugumb, 3Ha4UT Po3ess OBl HeYEeCTHRIM YeJI0OBEKOM, — 0TO3Bajach ABpopa, He
[I0BOpa4yUBasiCh K JlroMuaHy.

— Tak 4TO0 THI TaM MUIIEIIL? — CIIPOCUI JItoMuaH.

BoT B ueM 3aKIio4ascs I'JIaBHbIM BOIIPOC.

— ITucbMo, — TOXKaB MyIeYaMu, PAaBHOTYLIHO OTBETHIa ABpPopa.

— Komy? — Haxmypuics JlromuaH.

ABpopa chenana may3y, II0J0XKHUIa Ha CTOJ U3SIIHYIO0 30JI0TUCTYIO TIEPhEeBYI0 PYYKY C KPaCHBHIM
y30pOM, YTOOHI IEPEYUTATH HAIMCAHHOE.

— HepeHI/ICBIBaIOCb C OJHUM 4Y€JIOBEKOM.

— C KeM-KeM THI TIepeNUCHIBAeIIbCA? — 03alaueHHO Iepecnpocut JIloMruaH, HaxXMypuB OPOBH.

YT0 9T0 emie 3a HOBOCTH?

ABpopa paccMesiiach, MOMPABISS CBOM POCKOLIHEIE 30JI0THCTHIE BOJIOCH], ¥ IPUHSIIACH TPOCBEIIATH

Opara:

— BoT nmoatomy 51 Tebe ¥ TOBOPIO: YUTAM MOOOJIBIIE U YUUCh! A TH BCe BpeMs IIpOIafaellb 1o
taBepHaM! [TocMoTpu Ha ce6si. YeM TH OT/IMYAEIIbCS OT HEIPAaMOTHOTO MyKJjaHa? Jlionu

3HAKOMSTCS Yepes ra3eThl, XKypHaJlbl, ¥4 BCe TaKoe mpouyee. [I0TOM NuIlyT APYT Apyry NuUCbMa, BOT U

BCs mpyxk0a. Hukorga He BUENINCE, a BCE PaBHO APY3bsi.

— W KaKo¥ B 3TOM CMBICTT? — C HEKOTOPOM TPEBOr'OM CIPOCHUI JItoMUaH.

Ou y0pas pyKy C [IBepH ¥, 3agyMUMBO ITOTUPas MOA00POMIOK, CIIPOCHII:

— U 4TO0 9TO 3a uesioBEK?



Y ABpophl HUKOTa He OBIIO TApHS, U OH He X0TeJI, YT0Oh ee 00MaHyJT KaKOK-TO MTPOXOAUMEII, C
KOTOPHIM OHa [lake He3HaKoMa.

— Kaxoii cMpicni? — ABpopa 3agyManach. — Bo-TIepBHIX, 9TO ITO3BOJISET He 3a0kIBaTh, YTO THl HE OJUH
Ha 9ToM cBete. [la, g 3Halo, TeOe 9TOro He MOHSATh. YelloBeKy Heo0X0muMo ¢ KeM-To obmaThes. Ho
€CTb Bellld, KOTOPEIMU HETb3S JEeIUTHCS C XKUTENSIMU OepeBHU. [la u ¢ ToO6oM Toxke. MHE HYKHO C
KEM-TO JIeTUTHCSI CBOUMU MBICTIAIMHU. A 9TH JIOAU, C KOTOPHIMY S IIePENUCHIBAIOCh, UAEATbHO AT
3TOT0 IOOXOOST. BO-BTOPHIX, HE CTOUT HEMOOIIEHUBATh I0NEH, C KOTOPHIMU $1 IEPENUCHIBAIOCH.
HekoTopkle U3 HUX OUeHb BIUSTENbHEI, @ Y HEKOTOPHIX 00IIKMpHLIE IT03HaHK. BoT, Hampumep, ofuH
MO IpYyT IIOfapu MHE 3Ty JlaMITy, KoTopasi paboTaeT oT OaTapeiku. OT KEPOCHHOBLIX JIAMII
CBedel 04eHb yCTalOT I'J1a3a, fla U MucaTh IpU HUX 110 HoYaM HeygoOHO...

He poxupascs, noka JIroMyaH 3aacT elle OOUH BOIIpOC, ABpopa MaxHyJjla Ha Hero pyKOu.

— Wpu cnath, Mol HeTpe3Bhli OpaTel! CIIOKOMHON HOUM!

— JlagHO-1TagHO, CIIOKOMHONW HOYM, — OTBETWUI JItoMuaH, cTapascCh CKPHITh AOCANY.

— W nBepsb 3akpoii! — KpukHYyNIa eMy Bciend ABpopa. — THI e BCce OKHa paclaxHyJ, fa ellle ¥ OBepb
Hapachnaliky. 34ech xKe X0JI0OHO!

JlioMuaH MeJIeHHO 3aKPHUI 3a CO00M KOPUYHEBYIO NEPEBSIHHYIO IBEPh U HanpaBuics K cebe. CHSB
OOTHHKH, OH CeJl Ha KPOBATh.

B KoMHaTe ObII0 HOBOIBHO TEMHO, HO JIfoMMaH MOT Pa3TIsigeTh JePeBSIHHBINA CTON Y OKHA, CTYJI C
HAKJIOHHOW CIIMHKOM, HeOOJIbIIION KHUXKHEIY ITKad Y CTEHBI U IIKad OIS OfleK Ol Ha IPYToM CTOPOHE.

On Cupgeil HeIIOOBU2KHO, HOpr}I{eHHBIfI B CBOU MEICJIH.

OH 3Has, 4To ABpopa — CKpHITHAs [eBYIIKa, Y KOTOPO! €CTh CBOU CEKpeTHl. M Koe-ueM OHa C HUM He
nenuTcs. JlroMuaHa 9TO He YAUBIIANO, HO €r0 TPEBOXKHUJIO TO, UYTO ee CEKPeTHl MOT'YT IPEeACTaBIiaTh
/11 Hee OMaCHOCTb.

A coemnaThb OH HUYEro He MOT.

OH OBIJI BCETO JIMIITh OOBIYHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, CHJIBHBIM U CMBIIIJIEHBIM.

MbICM IPUXOOUIIN U YXOOWUIIM, CIIOBHO BOJIHHI, Haberatoliue Ha Geper. JlloMuaH riy60Ko B3MOXHY U
OTIIPABHUJICS B YMBIBAJILHIO.

YMBIBIIKCE, OH CHSIJI CBOM KOpI/I‘-IHeBbII;I IIAOXKAK U PYXHYJI HA XOJIOOHYIO KPOBATh.



B ropax gazxe B aIIpejie 1o Ho4aM OBITIO elrle XOJIOMIHO.

)%k

...Bo cHe JItomuaH yBupmen ceprlif TyMaH. OH OKYTBIBaJl BCe BOKPYT, CKPhIBast BCE U3 BUY.

JliomuaH Opesl CKBO3b 9TOT TyMaH, KakK JIyYHATHUK, HO KyHa Obl OH HU IIeJT ¥ KaK HOoJro OBl HU e,
TyMaH HeM3MEHHO IIPUBOMXII €T0 B OOHO U TO K€ MeCTO — B €T0 COOCTBEHHYIO CIIa/IbHIO.

KomHuarty ¢ 6em0il KpoBaThi0, 3aCTEIEHHOM OeJI0CHEKHEIM OeJIbeM, C IePEBSIHHEIM CTOJIOM U CTYJIOM Y
OKHA, C KHUKHBIMHU TTOJIKaMH, IKahaMu U ITPOYHM.

)%k

— OyX...

JlroMuaH pe3KOo OTKPHLI I'ma3a. CKBO3b TOHKME TONy0Oble MITOPEI TPOOUBAJICS YTPEHHUM CBET.

OH ceJl Ha KPOBaTH, TYTIO YCTABUBIINCH HAa 3HAKOMYI0 KOMHATY, ¥ TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 10 CUX IIOD HE
IIPOCHYJICS.

TOT 2Ke caMbIi COH, KOTOPBIM CHUJICSL €My Y2Ke KOTODPHIY OeHb IOOPSL, 3TOT Cephld, He
pacceuBarIIUNCA TyMaH.

OH nopHec pyKy K BUCKaM U IJIyXUM I'OJI0COM IIPOrOBOPUIL:

— CHBI CTaHOBSTCS BCe peanbHee. U CHATCS NOYTH KaXKObIM OEHb...

3a BHEIIHUM CIIOKOMCTBHEM JlloMHaHa CKPEIBAJIOCh TO, 9YTO 3TOT COH, XOTh M HE OKa3hbIBaJl Ha HETO
HHUKAKOI'O HETAaTUBHOI'O BOBI[GIZCTBPIFI, HO ¥ HUYEero XOpoIIero He IpuHOCHUII.

— ByneM HafiesAThCS, UTO BCe 3TO K 4eMy-HuOyOb, — mpoOopMoTars JIroMuaH, BCTaBas C MOCTEIIH.

On OTKDPHRIJI IBEPE B KOPUOOP U TYT K€ YCJIIbIIIAI JOHOCUBIINECSA U3 KOMHATEI ABpOpr 3BYKH.

«BoT coBmapenue...» — ycMexHyscs npo cebs JlroMuaH.

Ho TYT €T0 CJIOBHO OCEHHUJIO, X OH CAeJIall IIal' Ha3a[d, OCTaHOBHUBIIKCH Ha IIOPOTe.



Kaxk Tompko OBEPb B CIIAJIBHIO ABpOpH C TUXUM CKPHUIIOM OTBOPHJIACH, JIromuan GBICTpO IIOOHAII
IIPABYIO PYKY U CO CJIeTKa CTPaAaJIbY€CKUM BEIPA2KEHUEM JIMId Ha49all MaCCUPOBATh BUCKH.

— YT0 Ccny4unocs? — 3aMeTHUB, UYTO eMy HeXO0pOIIo, clipocuia ABpopa.

«ITomy4umnnocs!» — MBICIIEHHO BO3JIMKOBAJ JIloMHUaH, CTapasCh IIPU 3TOM COXPAHSTh BHEIIHEE
CIIOKOICTBHE.

— MHe 0mIsTh 3TOT COH IIPUCHHUTICSA, — TJIyXO OTBETHUII OH.

ABpopa, pacIyCTUB IO IJIeYaM CBOM 30JI0TUCTEIE BOJIOCH], 00ECIIOKOEHHO HaXMYPHIIACh.

— 3HAYUT, MPEObIOYIHA C11oco6 He ToMOT... — IpobopMoTasna oHa cebe Iom HOC ¥, HEMHOTO
TIOyMaB, IPEJI0KMIIA:

— HaBepHnoe... HyxxHo HaliTu Tebe runHotusepa. Hactosmero ['mnHoTH3epa. [1yCcTh TOCMOTPUT, YTO
9TO 3a COH TaKOu.

— KoTopeii ¢ Maru4eckou CUIOU? — yTOYHUI JItoMuaH.

ABpopa crerka KuBHyIa.

— C KOTOpEBIM THI IEPENUCHIBAEIIBCA? — HE YOEePKAaBIIKUCh, CIIPOCHUIT JIIOMUaH.

— Kakoe tebe o atoro memno? Jlyuire O mogyMall, KakK PEeLUIuTh CBOIO IpobiemMy! — He pa3gyMbiBast,
oTpe3ana ABpopa.

«TakK 51 0 TOM ¥ gyMalio», — rnmpobopMmoTai Ipo cebs JlromuaH.

OH BOCHONTB30BaANCI ClIydaeM M CKa3all:

— ABpopa, ecu g cTaHy YepHOKHUKHUKOM U 00PETY CBEPXbECTECTBEHHEIE CTIOCOOHOCTH, TO CaM
CMOTY pa3rajaTh CEKPeT 3TOT0 CHa ¥ n36aBUTHLCS OT HETO.

— Iaxe He myMmai o0 aTom! — oTpe3asna ABpopa.

Ee nmu1o cMAr4unocs, ¥ OHa IIPOOOJIZKHUIIA yXK€e 0oj1ee MSITKUM TOHOM:

— JlromuaH, g He Oyny Tebe BpaTh. ITOT MyTh OUYEHDb OITACeH, OH MPHUHOCUT 00JIb U CcTpamaHus. Ecmu
Obl y MeHST OBIT IPYTOM BLIOOD, eciu OBl 9TOT MUP He KaTHUJICS B TapTapapshl, 51 OBl C yIOBOJIbCTBUEM



IIpoAgoJiXKaia IINCAaTb CBOX POMaHBI U XKHJIa OBl cebe CITOKOMHO.

— Tak gaBai s 6yay cTpafaTh U TepreTh 60mb! A Th Oyelrb 3aHUMATLCS TeM, 4To Tebe HpaBUTCS. I
Oymy Tebs 3alluIaTh, — He pa3myMbIBasi, BHITAIWII JIFOMUaH.

9TH ClIOBa YZXKe NaBHO BEPTEeJIUCh Y HETO Ha A3bIKe.

ABpopa Ha Mapy CeKyHJ 3aMojidaja, a I0TOM Ha ee JIHIle OsBUIach yIbiOKa.

— TBI 4TO, IUCKPUMUHUPYELIb KeHIIUH? — He faB JIloMuaHy cKka3aTh HU CJIOBa, OHA CEePhe3HO
nobaBuia: — YKe IO3IHO TOBOpauYnBaTh Ha3ap. Bce. OGpaTHOTO MyTH HET.

— JlagHO-TTagHO, BCE, S IIOIIIa YMEBIBATHCA. A THI CETOOHSI CUIM A0Ma, 3aHUMaMCs, TOTOBLCS K
WIOHBCKUM BCTYIIUTEJIbHEIM 3K3daME€HaM B YHI/IBepCI/ITeT!

— Tax T caMa ke FOBOPHUIIL, YTO MUD KATUTCS B TapTapaprl. Kakou CMBICTI COaBaTh 3TU 9K3aMEHBI?
— nposopyas JlroMuaH.

OH cuwuTa, YTO rilaBHOEe — 3TO CHJIA, a He KaKue-To TaM OyMaxkku 00 00pa3oBaHUH.

— 3HaHUe — cuJja, MoM HeoOpa30BaHHEIM OpaTel], — TOJIBKO X OTBETUJIa ABpOpa C YIBIOKOM.

JIroMuaH He HaIIeJICS C OTBETOM U MOJIYa IIPOBOMWII B3TJISAOM ABPOPY, HAMPABISBIIYIOCS B
YMBIBAJIbHIO.

)%k

...[lHeM, Ha 0XuBJIeHHOU myomanu Kopay.

Peiimonp ['par yBumen Jlromuana JIu, CHASIEro Ha KOPTOYKaX mof Bs30M. FOHOIa OBIT IOTPYKEH B
CBOU MBICJIH.

— A TH 4TO 37€eCh Henaents? He mOMmKeH T ThI CUOETH I0Ma U 3yOpUTh YUeOHUKHU? — C HEKOTOPOH
3aBHCTHIO B TOJIOCE CITpocusl PeiiMOH/, mOaX0as K APYTY.

PeiimoHp Ob11 myummuM gpyrom JitoMuaHa. CpefHero pocta, okono 170 caHTHMETPOB, C
KaIlITaHOBEIMM BOJIOCAMHU ¥ KapuUMH TJla3aMu. CaMblil OOBIYHBIN ITapeHb C HEMHOI'0 ITPOCTOBATHIM
JIUIIOM.

— A pa3Be ABpopa Tebe He roBopuna? — JIloMUaH IIOOHSII TOJIOBY ¥ 0YapOBaTEIbHO YIBIOHYICS
npyry. — Ilaxe majady mojiaraetcs oTabx! f Tak mojro Topyas AoMa, YTO MHe IIPOCTO HeobxoouMa



IepennimKa.

Bce yTpo OH pa3MBIIUISII O TOM, KaK MOXKHO OBIJI0 OBl 06pEeCTH CBEPXbEeCTECTBEHHYIO CUIY 6e3
IIOMOIITY ABDPOPHL.

A g aToro HY2KHO OBITIO MCKATh KAKHEe-TO 3allelIKU U CAMOMY IIPOSABIIATE HHUITMATUBY.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH PEeIINJI, YTO B IepeBEHCKUX OaliKaX O Maruu BCe 3Ke MOXKEeT OBITh HOJIS TPaBMbI, U
HaMepPEeHHO IPHIIe CIofla B OXKUNaHUK PeliMOH[a.

— Ha TBoeM MecTe s OBl ¥ IIATHAALATH MUHYT He BBICU[IE], — MPOTSHYJ PeliMoH[, HeOpeKHO
IIPUCJIOHUBIINCH K BSI3y. — Y HAC XKe HEeT HAUUTaHHOM CEeCTPHI, KOTOpas TOTOBa HAC YYUThb. I BOT
IyMaio, MOXKET, B CIeAYIOIeM rofly HaHIThCS K KOMY-TO IIaCTH OBeIl?

He o6parmasi BHUMaHUS Ha €T0 CJI0Ba, JIIOMUaH 3ayMYUBO ITPOTOBOPHIL:

— Pacckaxu MHe UCTOPUIO IIP0 YepHOKHUKHUKA.

— Kaxkyo elje uctopuio npo YepHOKHUKHUKA? — He IIOHKMMas, 4YTO 3aayMall JIloMraH, HaxXMypHUJICs
Perimonp. HemHOro mogymas, OH OTBETUII: — B Halllen nepeBHe XUl YepHOKHUKHUK, a II0TOM YMeD.
A B meHb ITIOXOPOH IIPHUJIETeNIa OTKy/la-TO COBa U Cejla Ha ero KpoBaTh. U TONIBKO Korfia Tpo6 BHIHECTH,
ynetena. [Iprdém 3TOT rpob IOTOM HUKAK IMOOHATH HE MOTJIU. ['0BODST, IEBITh OBIKOB €T0 TSAHYJIH.

— A maBHO 3T0 OBITIO? — MIPOMOIKAJT JOMBITEIBATECS JIIOMMAH.

— OTKyna MHe 3HaTh? — elie OOJbIlle HaxXMypuics PeiiMoHI. — 9TO MHE OTell pacCKa3kIBall.
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