JlroMuaH 3aMoinyai, He OTPRIBAA I'/Ta3 OT BOCCTAHOBJIEHHOH HpOCb6BI O ITOMOIITH.

XOTs TO, YTO €My yHanoch co6paTh BOEIWHO, He 00513aTeNbHO ObITI0 COmepKaHueM IIMChMa — B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, U3 39THX CJIOB MOXXHO OBIJTI0O COCTABUTh U APYyTHe Ipeaioxkenus. Hampumep, «JIomsam,
KOTOpBIe Hac OKPY2KaloT, Hy>KHa IIOMOIIb KaK MOXKHO CKOpee; MEl CTaHOBMMCS Bce Oojee
CTPaHHBIMU», — OH BCE PABHO He MOT W30aBUTLCS OT YYBCTBA TSAXKECTH, KOTOPOE JAaBUIIO0 eMy Ha
cepniie.

PanbIre 0H, BO3MOXKHO, cUesI OBl 9TO YbeW-TO AypalKoM IyTKOM, HO B Kopay IporcXogumio CIUIIKOM
MHOT'0 BCETO HEHOPMAJIbHOT'0 — U 9TO TOJBKO TO, YTO OH CaM 3aMeTHII.

«41 He MOTY fienaTh BUM, YTO HUYETO He BUMAEJ, U He MOTY fieylaTh BUJI, YTO HUYETO HE IPOUCXOMUT...»

«Crapiast cecTpa rOBOpPHUJIA, YTO YEJIOBEK C HOPMAaJIbHEIM CepflleM M Pa3yMOM HOJIKeH 3HaTh, KakK
n30exKaTh OMaCHOCTU. Heb3s CTOSITh ITOM CTEHOM, eCJIU Thl BUMUIIL, YTO OHA BOT-BOT PYXHET...»

OH 0TOpBAJICSA OT CBOMX MBICJIEH U IIPUHSII PELIEHNE.

OH He Mor 0obIlle HU MUHYTH ocTaBaThcsl B Kopay. HyxkHO ye3xKaTh 0TCI0fjla BMECTE C CECTPOH, U
HYKHO CIeJlaTh 3TO cerdac xe!

YTo KacaeTcs CTpaHHOCTEH, TO oduUIMaIbHEE THIla, HECOMHEHHO, pa3bepyTcd ¢ aTuM. Kurtenu
Kopnmy Haxomumuch oA UX 3alluToi, U y JIioMraHa He OBUIO HU 00513aHHOCTH, HY BO3MOXKHOCTHU
OpaTh Ha cebsi TaKyI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTb.

«K ToMy ke, MHe HYKHO YCKOPHUTh UCCIeJOBaHKe PYUH CHOB U IIOCTApaThCs B KpaTUYanIie CPOKH
00pecTy CBePXbECTECTBEHHEIE CIIOCOOHOCTH, YTOOBI CITPABUTLCS C JTIOOBIMHU HEOXKUOAHHOCTSIMH,
KOTOpBIE MOTYT IIPOU30UTH, Korfa s 6yay ye3xkaTh 0TCIOfa...» — OCO3HAHME HEOTII0KHOCTH
CUTYalUX HATIOJHUIIO €T0 YYBCTBOM HEOOXOOUMOCTH HENCTBOBATH, KOTOPOE OH HE MOT UTHOPUPOBATS.

EMy HYXKHO OBLTIO CTATh HAMHOTO CHUJIBHEE, ECIIH OH XOUYEeT 3alllUTUTE CBOIO CECTPY, o0ecreyuTs ee
0e301acHOCTh. MeHbIlle BCET0 €My XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI OHA IIOCTPafdalia u3-3a KaKI/IX-HI/IGy'I[B
CTpaHHOCTefI, KOTOPBIE MOTJIX IIPOABUTLCSA OO TOTO, KaK OHU YEeOyT U3 KOpJIy.

ITomHS 0 cBOel 3amaue, JlloMuaH dKKYPaATHO ITOJIO2KUJI CBOIO «CHHIOI0O KHUT'Y» Ha MECTO. 3aTeM
CXBaTHJI JINCTOK 6YMal"I/I C BEIIIHMCAHHBIMH Ha HETO CJIOBAMH U (bpa3aMI/I 1 PEIINUTETbHO 3alllaraJl BHU3
I10 JIECTHHUIIE.

OH nopoen K nuTe ¥ 6POCUT NUCTOK OyMaru B HeTepIIeNIuBOe IIaMs.
Brriinsg Ha ymuily, JlloMuaH, He Tepsis BpeMeHU, HallpaBuiIcs npsiMukoM K Ctapoit TaBepHe.

Ho, mopmoiins K mgBepsiM, OH 00HAPYXKWII, YTO OHU IJTIOTHO 3aKPHITH — BEPHEIM MPU3HAK TOTO, YTO
Biagesnen u 6apMeH, Mopuc Bene, ckopee BCero, OTIPaBUICS Ha MOXOPOHEL Hapoku.

Opnako JltomuaH 3Hal, 4To, IIOCKOJIBKY 3TO 3aBEJEHUE pa60TaH0 elle 1 KakK I'OCTUHHIIa, BCe NBEPHU
OJHEM He 3allMpPaloT, YTOOHI HE CO3daBaTh HGYJI06CTB IMOCTOAJIBIIAM.

[ToaToMy OH CBEpPHY Ha OOKOBYIO OPOXKKY ¥ IMTPOCKOIL3HYJI BHYTPh YEPE3 YEPHBIN XOf.
[TogHUMasCh 10 JecTHUIlE, JIIoMUaH Orisifgelsl KOpUAop, HO He YBUAEN HYU AVIIH.

Tyk. Tyk. Tyk.



[laru JlroMraHa ryjako OTHABalIUCh, IOKa OH IMOOHUMAJICS I10 JIECTHHULIE Ha BTOPOU 3TaXK TOCTAHUIIHI.
OCTaHOBUBIIKCH Y ABEPEX KOMHATHl TAMHCTBEHHOM JaMbl, OH OCMOTPEJT ABEPHYIO PYUKY B MOUCKaX
tabnuuku «He 6ecriokouTh». He Haligs HU4YEro mogo0HOTo, OH chefast riIy0oKuM BOOX U MeIIeHHO
BHIIOXHYJI, YCIIOKanBasch. COTHYB IaJsiel], OH JIETOHbKO IOCTy4all B ABEPb.

TyK-TyK-TyK...

OH nocTy4arsn Tpu pa3a HOIpsf, HO BHYTPU He IOCIIBIIAIOCh HU 3BYKa.

Tyk-Tyk-TyK... OTBeTa He N0oCenoBaso. JIroMuan IOBTOPHUII IIONBITKY, HA 9TOT pa3 IIO0CTy4YaB CUJIbHEE.
OH KOJIOTHUTI B [BEPh, HO B KOMHATE IO-IIpeKHEMY CTOsjIa TUIIUHA.

«Ee HeT?», — Haxmypuics Jlromuas. «Yiia Ha moXOpoHE Hapoku?»

He Tepsisi HU MUHYTH, OH CITyCTHUJICS IO JIECTHUIIE ¥ BHIIIE]T U3 TOCTHHUIIE, HAlIPaBUBIIKCh
IPSIMUKOM Ha KIamgOuIle psgoM ¢ co6opoM.

[To mopore OH IPOXOAUII MUMO foMa Hapoku, rae cKopOsiiye, MOMPOIaBIIAecs C TIOKOWHON y
IBepei, y&Ke pa3oLUINCh U Telleph HalpaBIsAIuCh Ha Kilaf0ulle, YToOb JOXKAAThCS TaM IIOXOPOHHON
IIPOLIECCHUH.

JlroMuaH Orisimesncst, BHUMAaTEeIbHO OCMaTPUBasi OKPECTHOCTH, ¥ BCKOPe 3aMEeTHUIT QUTYPY,
BBIXOMSIIIYIO U3 JOoMa. ITO OBITT He KTO WHOM, Kak [ToH BeHe, Mimamimuii 6paT magpe.

«4T10...» — cepaie JlroMmuraHa €KHYJIO, OH IIPUCJIIOHHUIICA K CTEHE OnuKaMIero qoMa, CTapasdacCh HEe
IIPUBJIEKATH K cebe BHUMaHMUSI.

«Pa3Be He ObIJI0 CTPOr0-HACTPOT'0 3allPelieH0 BXOOUTh B IOM YCOIIIIEro, TaK KaK 9TO MOXKET
TIOBJIUSATH Ha CYyABOY CEMbU?»

[Ton Bene ocTanoBUIICS TEpPen JOMOM HapoKu u 4TO-TO mpolnenTan ApHO AHIpe, MIafLIEMY CHIHY
CTapYIIKH.

Kpatko neperosopus, [Ton bene ymanuics, a ApHO 3amep AOM U HallpaBUJICS Ha KiagOuiie.

«CMepTh Hapoku geiiCTBUTENBHO BHITISAAT HEMHOTO CTPAHHO...» — HaXMYPUBIINCE, TPOOOpMOTA
JlromuaH cebe 1Of HOC.

Tereps OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO, BO3MOXKHO, B cMepTu Hapoku BuHOBaTa He CcoBa. boee BeposATHO, YTO K
5TOMY KakK-TO IpHAYacTHa IPYINUPOBKA ITagpe.

CoBa, BO3MOKHO, TPOCTO BHIIOJIHSJIA CBOI0 00513aHHOCTS 110 cOopy myi ymepumx B Kopay. [TpocTo o
IIyTY OHa Pellijia OCTAHOBUTLCS U IOHaOIonaTh 3a JIloMruaHoM.

KoneuHo, y JTroMuaHa ObL10 1 elre 6onee YXKacCawimnee IMPennoIoKeHue: «A 4T0, ecnu TPYIIIIXPOBKaA
IMagpe 1 COBa Kak-TO CBSI3aHBI! ?»

Hx CTPAaHHOCTHU U TalHbIe JIefICTBI/IH MOZKHO OBIJIO 00BSICHUTL OCTaHKaMHU 1;‘IepHOKHI/I}KHI/IK{:I.

— IIpexpe yeM ye3xaTh 13 Kopay, Hy?>KHO HaTA BO3MOXKHOCTb [TOIEIUTHCS CBOUMU
coobpaxenusamu ¢ PaitaHoM u KoMaHuel. Hafelocs, OHU [OKOIAIOTCS OO0 MPaBABL ¥ OBICTPO
IIOKOHYAT C 9TOM IpobieMoit, — JItoMuaH OTBeJ B3IJIAL U IpobopMoTan cebe o HOC, HalpaBsasiCh
K cobopy Beunoro [Tritatomero ConHua.



HeCMOTpH Ha TO, 4YTO BO BpeMd IMOXOPOH JIroMuaH CTapaJiCsa BBRITTIAOETE IIe4YaJIbHBIM U CKOp6HI:>IM, OH
BHHUMATEJIBHO Ha6mo;1an 3a KaXObIM U3 XKUTEJen OEPEeBHHU, HalesaCh 06Hapy}KI/ITB I-ITO-HI/I6y'J:[b
HEeOOBIYHOE B UX IIOBEJEHHUH.

VBHI, ero CTapaHUs HE YBEHYAJIUCh YCIIEXOM.

TeM He MeHee, Y HETO 3aKpajioCh IO03PEHNE, YTO HEKOTOPHIE KUTEN JePEBHY IIPOCTO UI'PAIOT Ha
ny0NIuKy...

Kpome Toro, Ha Kinagbuiie He ObIJI0 BUOHO TAMHCTBEHHOM JaMbl, IIOJapuBIIel eMy KapTy Tapo.

)%k

Korpma Beuep OmyCTHIICS Ha MONYIIOA3eMHOe ABYX9TaxkKHOe XKUIHIIEe, ABpopa ITOCMOTpPeia Ha CBOET0
Oparta, JltomuaHa, u morpeboBaa:

— I'me TBOM 3anucu? [laii-ka MHE B3T/IHYTh.

— YV mens k Tebe pa3roBop eCTh, — CHejall Cepbe3Hoe NUIo JIloMuaH.

ABpopa BHUMATEJIBHO IIOCMOTPENAa Ha HETO.

— Kakoe-T0o guKoe XKUBOTHOE B lePEeBHE CHOBA IOTPHI3JI0 TBOU 3alUCH?

— Hert, — nmonu3us romnoc, npoientasn JlroMruaH. — f Koe-4To y3Hasl OT 3TUX UHOCTPAaHIIEB.
YnriOKa ucyesna c auila ABPOPH, OHA KUBHYIIA, ITpeasiaras OpaTy mIpomosIKaTh.

JIroMuaH paccka3saJ, Kak PailaH ¥ ero maika phiCKaJid 110 OKPyre, pa3biCKMBasl KaKoe-TO IIUChbMO, U 0
CTPAHHOCTSX, 00HAPYKEHHBIX UM B «CHUHEeHN KHure» gqoma. OH MOOEeNuIICs CBOMMH MOO03PEHUSIMU B
OTHOIIeHUY MafaM [lyanuc u cogepkKaHueM IIKUChbMa, KOTOPOe OH CyMeJl paciingpoBaTh C ITOMOIIbIO
«cuHel KHuru» PeiMoHma.

B 3aBepPHIEHWE OH ITPEJIOKNII:

— M&I o/TKHEL KaK MOXKHO CKOpee yexaTh U3 fepeBHU. OtnpaBumcs B [lapuex. Het, B Burop. U
II0XUBEM TaM KakK0e-TO BpeMs.

ABpopa He CTaJla 0TBe4YaThb CPa3y. Ona GosIbIlle mecsTH CEeKYH[ 06JIYMBIBaJ'Ia IIpeajoxKeHne JlromMuaHa.

— Ha maHHBIM MOMEHT 9TO JeMCTBUTENBHO MTy4Ini Bhixof. OmHAKO eCTh OfiHa mpobieMa. Ecnu Mbl
BHe3amHo cOexuM u3 Kopay, moka odpuiiranbHbe JTUIA POBOMST PacciieloBaHue, pa3Be 3TO He
IPUBJIEYET K HAaM BHUMaHMA? He 3afepkar 11 OHM HAC ¥ He CHesaiT JIH 00beKTOM CBOET0
paccieqoBaHus?

— Ecnu 6b1 51 He Obina IToTycTOpOHHEH, TO BCe OBII0 OBl B ITOPSIAKE, HO ST — HeouIMaIbHbINA
[ToTyCTOPOHHUM, MEHS CXBATSAT ¥ OYUCTAT B IHKBUIUITUH.

JlromuaH OBITT He B CBOEM Tapesike, Kak JII0OUTENb B OKPYKEHUM MaTephiX TpodeccroHasos.
[TpoGeMa, ¢ KOTOPOM OHU CTOJIKHYJIUCDH, Oblla OUIEMMOM, C KOTOPOM OH HUKOTMIa PaHbllle He
CTaJIKMBAJICS, ¥ Ha MTHOBEHME OH JIMIIUJICS Japa PeyH.

Hakomel, OH, 3aKXHAasICh, IPOHU3HEC:



— W uTo0 Xe HaM menaTh? bexkaTh U MPSATAThCS B PYTOM rOPOe, B APYroi CTpaHe?

— O, JIromuaH, TH MeHS NepeolieHrBaelllb, — OTBETUJIA OHA. — JTHU TPOE UyKaKOB MOTYIIECTBEHHEE,
YyeM ThI TyMaelllb. Byob uX TOIBKO OOuH, ST OB, BO3MOXKHO, CMOTJIa C HUM CIIPABUTHCS, HO Tpoe? A
YTO, €CJIU 3a IpefesiaMy JepeBHU Hac XKAeT 3acafa? BrosiHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO OHU MPOCTO XKAYT,
KOT7Ia MBI IIONBITaeMCsI COeXKaTh.

JItoMuaH IIpoMosTyarl.

OH OBIn BEIHY2KIIE€H IIPU3HATH, YTO B CDABHEHHUU C CGCTpOfI BCe ellle IBJIAJICA 3JIEHHBIM IOHIIOM. Y HETO
IIPOCTO HE OBITIO TAKOTO XK€ YPOBHS OIIBITa ¥ OCTPOT0 BHMUMaHHUA K OeTalidM, KaK y Hee.

— Tl cIUIIKOM UMIyIbCUBEH, — IIOKa4daja ronoBoi ABpopa. — Ho, monarai, 3TOro CTOUII0
0XU1OaTh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KAKOU I0HOIIIA HEe IILIIOK?

OnHa HeMHOr0 ImoMoJjyarna.

— 3aBTpa YyTPOM THI OKaxXelllb MHe OOHY yCIyTy. CXoou B KOHTOPY YIIPABISAIONIET0 U OTIIPaBb OT
MOET0 UMEeHU TejerpaMMy B «ExXeHeoenbHUK POMaHUCTa». Y3Hal, KOT{la Y HUX COCTOUTCS
CJIeAYIOIIUY JIUTEPATYPHBIM CaAJIOH.

ABpopa 0Oblta nmo0uMulelt YuTaTenen, ee KOJIOHKY MOJIb30BaIUCh OOJIbIION MOMYISPHOCTHIO B
«EXeHeneNnbHUKE POMaHUCTa.

TenerpadHbiii anmapat ObIT TOIBKO Y YIIPABISIOIIET0 U TTafpe, UCIIOIb30BAICS OH [ SKCTPEHHOM
cBsi3u. 2KWTeNnu IepeBHU TOXKE MOTJIH UM BOCIIOJIb30BATHLCS, HO 3a OMPEeNeIeHHY0 MIaTy B
BEPIIIOpaXx.

ABpopa 3aMeTusa, 94To JIFoMHaH HUYEro He MOHUMAEeT, U MOCIeInaa 00bICHUTh CBOM TIJIaH:

— U3 «ExeHemeNnbHUKA POMaHUCTa» MEHS yKe 3aMy4HIN IIpoch0aMu mpuexaTh B Tpup u
II0y4acTBOBATh B peKjaMe MOel KHUTH, HO S BCerha OTKa3bklBajach, B TOM YHUCJIE U OT Y4acCTUs B
IIOCJIeIHEM JIUTEePaATypHOM cajioHe. OflHAKO, eCJiy S ceifdac MOMIPOIIY WX MPUTTIACUTh MEHS, OHU
YXBaTSATCS 3@ 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTD ¥ [JaKe OIMJIaTAT HaM OuyeTH Ha moe3d. Hamr oTbe3n OymeT
BBITJISIIETH BIIOJIHE OOBIYHO, ¥ [laXKe eCJIy 3a HaMU U CJIeIST, Mbl He O0yaeM BBI3BIBATh IOJ03PEHUH.
Korga mpupmeT BpeMs, 5T Ha KaKOe-TO BpeMsi CMOTy ux o0MaHyTh. Ecrii 9Ta aHOManus Hac He
TIOTJIOTUT, TO Y HAaC €CTh BCe LIAHCH BeIOpPaThcs u3 Kopmay.

JlroMuaH 00JIeTYEHHO B3IOXHYI.
— Xopotiio.
BykBanbHO 4epe3 HeCKOJIbKO CeKyH JItoMuaH 3aman ABpope BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIM He [aBajl eMy IIOKOS.

— ABpopa, 3-3, Crapinas cecTpa, a «II0TyCTOPOHHUN» — 3TO KaKoe-To 0003HaYeHHe IJIS JIIOfEeH COo
CBEPXCIIOCOOHOCTSIMU?

— Jla, — oTBeTuIa ABpOpA, PENINB He BOAaBaThCs B IOIPOOHOCTH.
OpHako 3aTeM OHa XUTPO YIBIOHYIAch U JobaBuIa:
— 3HAYUT, TH IeUCTBUTEIHFHO OPOCHUIITL CBOUX JIpy3el u cOexwuib u3 Kopay.

— JomxkHO OBITH, S IPOCIyIIA TOT MOMEHT, KOTHa 3TO CTajIo Moeii mpo61eMoii, — GBIPKHYI B OTBET



JlromuaH.

B maHHBIM MOMEHT €T0 I'JIaBHLIM IPHOPUTETOM Obllia 6€30ITaCHOCTh CECTPHI.
ABpopa npumienaKHyia S3bIKOM U pacCMesach.

— O, JlromuaH, TH Tako¥ 3a6aBHEIN. [T0BTOPH-KA eIe pas.

— CKOJIBKO pa3 THI y2Ke 3TO TOBOpUI? — Npopoiixkuia Aspopa. — Y TeM He MeHee KaXIbIU pa3 Thl
00 BTUXapPs IIpeAJiaraellb UM CBOIO IIOMOIIh, TU00 fAeraellh BU/, YTO Ipeaynpexkaaenb ux 06
OTIaCHOCTH.

— OTO0 BCe MejlouH, — 3aiuinancs JIroMuaH.

OpHako aHOMasus, C KOTOPOY OHU CTOJIKHY/IMChH celyac, IPefCcTaBIIsijia peajabHy0 yrpo3y s
0e30IaCHOCTH €T0 CECTPHI.

— JlagHo-1MaiHO, — B3MOXHYIa ABpOpa, He XKejas CIIOPUTh ¢ pebeHKoM. — [laBall Iy4Ile IPUroTOBUM
y&uH. CeromHs TBOSI 0Yepenb TOTOBUTE.

JIroMuaH KOPOTKO OYPKHYJ 4TO-TO HEPa30OpPYMBOE M HAIIPABUJIICS K ILJIUTE.
kksk

Houb Gbiyta TeMHOM, 6arpoBoi TyHE! He ObLIO BUHO U3-3a T'YCTHIX 0071aKOB.
JlroM1raH 3aKOHYUJI YMBIBAThCS U JIET Ha KPOBATh.

Ha ero nutie yuTanoch sBHOe 6€CIIOKOMCTBO.

OtBeT ABpOpHI OBbIIT HETIJIOX, HO JIloM1raHa TPeBOXKHUJIO TO, YTO aHOMAJIUHU B EPEBHE MOTYT
ITPOSIBUTHCS B JTI060M MOMEHT, IIOKA OHM XKOYT OTBETa OT «ExXeHeebHUKa POMaHUCTa».

JlroMuaH O0TYassHHO HYKZaJICS B TOM, YTOOBI CTATh CUJIbHEE, U 00peTeHNe CBePXbeCTECTBEHHBIX
CrI0COOHOCTEN B PyHHAX CHOB Ka3aJI0Ch CAMBIM ITPOCTHIM BapHAHTOM.

OpHako OH LieNbIlM IeHb He MOT HaWTU Ty faMy U He IoJlydasl OT Hee HUKaKUX COBETOB. EMy HUYero
He 0CTaBaJIOCh, KaK MOMPOOOBAThH CAaMOMY.

CuTtyauus 6bi1a mogo6HA HAaTIHYTON TETUBE JTyKa, TOTOBOM BEITYCTUTH CTPENTY, U JIIoMUaH He MOT
00JIBIlle MEIJINTD.

He pa3gymeiBas, JIroMuaH yCIIOKOMIICS U ITOCTEIIEHHO IIOTPY3UJICA B COH.
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