B3arnsap JIloMraHa CKOIB3WII 10 3HAKOMOM KoOMHaTe. CTOJI, CTyJI, KHUXKHAS T0JIKA, IKad OIS OeK I,
KPOBATh.

9To Gblyla €To CaabHS, HO BCe BOKPYT OBIJIO OKYTaHO CEPBIM TYMaHOM.

«Oco3HaHHbIN COH? Heyxkenu MHe CHUTCS OCO3HAHHBIN COH?» — 3paydku JlroMuaHa pacCIIupUIuCh OT
YIOUBIIEHUS.

Oco3HaHHBIM COH — 3TO penkKoe dBJIeHuEe, KOTroa CIISIIHM YeJIOBEK MOXKET MBICIIUTh 1 BCE
3aIlIOMKUHATH, KaK BO BpeMdA 6OJIpCTBOBaHI/IH. YT00OH HAY4YUTHCA BUOETE TaKW€ CHBI, HY2KHEL
ClienralibHbIe TPDEHHUPOBKHU.

ABpopa mpoOoBaja pa3Hble CIIOCOObI, YTOOH BEI3BATH Y JIIOMMaHa 0CO3HAHHEIN coH. OHa XoTesna
pa3rajiaTb CEKPeT 3TOT0 CePOro TyMaHa U IIOMOYb eMy M36aBUTHCS OT CKPHITOM B HEM OMACHOCTH, HO
BCe ee MOMBITKY OKAa3aJIuCh 0e3yCIEIIHEIMH.

U BoT Temneps JIroM1UaH COBEPIIEHHO HEOXUOAHHO [1s1 ceOs 06pesl 0CO3HAHHOCTH BO CHE.
[Mpunst B cebs OT yOUBIEHUS, OH 3aAyMaJiCs O TOM, II0YeMy TaK ITPOU3OIILIO.

«Heyxenu Bce meno B 3Tou KapTe Tapo — “CeMepke 2XKe3mos”? Ta XKeHIMHaA CKa3aja, 4TO 9Ta KapTa
IIOMOXKET MHe pa3rafaTh TallHy CHa. 3HAYUT, ee NelCTBUe 3aKI049aeTcs B TOM, YTO OHA II03BOJIAET
MHEe BOUTHU B OCO3HAHHBIU COH U UCCJIE0BATh MEeCTO, OKyTaHHOE CePEIM TYMaHOM?XM... A 3TOT CephIi
TyMaH, KaXeTcsl, CTall MeHee IIJIOTHBIM, YeM OblT paHblie. HaMHOr0 MeHee IIJIOTHHIM...».

Paswmebrmisis 06 3ToM, JIroMuaH BCTaJl CO CTyJa U mopouies K okHy. OH 00JI0KOTHIICSI pyKaMu O
CTOSIBIIMY y CTEHHI CTOJI ¥ IIOCMOTPEJT B OKHO, 32 KOTOPHIM OTKPHIBAJICSI COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMBIN
nmen3ax.

9TOT CcoH He OB MOX0XK Ha Kopay, B KOTOPOM OH XKUJI.

CKBO3b TOHKUM, CJIOBHO IIPU3paYHbIY TyMaH, JIloMuaH yBUe/l BEICOKYI0, METPOB OBafLaTh-TPULLATh,
ropy U3 KpaCHOBaATO-KOPHYHEBHIX KAMHEH U 3eMJIN.

BokpyT ropkl pacoiaraiuch KaKue-To CTPOEHHUsI, TeIePh yKe MPEeBPATUBIINECS B PYUHHL.
HekoTopkle 3maHus 00pyIIUINChH, HEKOTOPHIE OB 00YTJIEHH! 10 HEY3HABAaEMOCTH.

OHu HaIlIOMUHAJK CKJIekl. becrmopsimouHoe KiagOullle V IOJHOKUS TOPHL.

B 3emiie BUIHEUCH SIMEL, ITOBCIOLY BaJIANIUCh KaMHU. HU TpaBUHKY, HU €IUHOTO COPHSKA B 3TOU
IIYCTHIHHOU MECTHOCTH.

TymaH B HeGe CTYCTHIICS, TPEBPATUBIINCEH B HETIPOHUIIaeMyto Oenyio meneny. ConHIla He OBITO
BUIHO. JIIOMUAH BUOET BCE TAK, CIIOBHO Ha Y/IHIIEe CTOSIJIa HOYb ¥ BCE BOKPYT OBIJIO OCBEIEHO
3BE3HBEIM CBETOM.

Hemuoro nmoxna6imomaB 3a TPOUCXOASAIINM, OH ITPoOopMoTa cebe mom HOC:
— W 310 Bce? BOT OH, TOT caMBIM COH, KOTOPHEIA My4aeT MeHs yXKe He IIePBLIU I'of?
Ho BcKope ero MBICITH BEPHYIUCH K 60Jjiee MPaKTUYHOMY BOIIPOCY:

«['me xe CKDPEITa TaifHa 9TOro cHa? Ha BEPIIINHE I'OPEI UJIM B OOHOM K3 3TUX PA3PYIIEHHEBIX 3TaHUK?»



JItoMMaH He CTaJjl CIEIINTh MOKUAATh CBOIO CIIAJIbHIO 1 MCCIemoBaTh 3TO MecTo. OH penini ImoKa
nmoHa0momaTh 3a IIPOUCXOOAIIUM CO CTOPOHEI.

nu TYT OH 3aMETHJI, 4TO Cpean PYHH SI[aHI/II;I Y IIOOHOZXKUA I'OPEI MEJIBKHYJIA YbA-TO Q)Hrypa.

HecMoTps Ha TO 4TO TyMaH ObLT He OYEHB IJIOTHBEIM, a IOM ObIJT BCETO JIUIIb ABYX3TaXKHEIM, JIIoMuaH
OTYEeTIIMBO BUIEI 3Ty hurypy.

«Heyxenu raqmouvHalua?» — 3a4yMaJsiCs OH.
— CnoxkoiHo... — JltoMuaH cgenan riy0okui Bgox. — Tepmenue... CIoKonHO... TepreHwue...

«Cyms 1Mo BCeMY, 3TOT COH IIOJIOH TaiH. Y OH MHe He MPUHAIEXKUT», — JIIOMHAH TOHUMAJI, YTO
HeoOyMaHHOE HCCIIeloBaHNE 3TOT0 MeCTa MOXKeT ObITh OIIaCHO.

«[la, 3aBTpa 5 HalAy 3Ty KEHIIUHY U NONBITAI0Ch BEIICHUTDH Y HEE XOTb YTO-HUOYOb. A IIOTOM yXKe
Oyny IpuHUMATh pelleHue...».

3afyMaBIIKCh, JIIOMUaH OTBEJT B3TJISA U PEIINUJI BHIMTH U3 3TOTO CHA, YTOOH! CIIOKOMHO OTHOXHYTE.
OpHako OH He 3HAJI, KaK MOXKHO IIPOCHYThCS, OYOy4YU BO CHE.

HeckobKO pa3 MOMBITABIINCEH IIPOCHYTLCS, OH JIeT B TOCTEJIb, IOCTAPAJICS HY O YeM He IyMaThb U
BOCCO3[aTh TO COCTOSIHKE, B KOTOPOM HAXOMIMJICS, 3aCHIIas.

CKOJIbKO TIPOLIUIO BpEMEHH — OH He 3Hall.

JlroMuaH pe3K0 OTKPBII I'Ia3a ¥ YBUOETI, YTO CKBO3b IITOPH! TPOOHUBAETCS C1abblii 30JI0TUCTHIN
COJIHEYHHIN CBET.

«HakoHnen-To npocHyJcs... [Toxoxke, eClu yCHYTb BO CHe, TO MOXKHO IIPUNUTH B ce0s 1 BEIOPATLCSA U3
Hero...» — JlloMuaH ¢ o01erieHueM B3MOXHYI U IPOIIETITal.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B [IBEDH IIOCTYYaJIH.

— ABpopa? — cepptie JlroMraHa CKaloCh OT HEXOPOIIETO ITPeIYyBCTBUS.

— JTO 51, — MOHECCS 13-3a [IBePHU T0I0C ABPOPHI.

JIroMuaH BCKOYHMII C TIOCTeNH U Gpocuics K aBepu. OH CXBATHUIICS 3a PYUKY U pPaclaxHyII ee.

Y mpaBpa, 3a oBephio cTosyIa ABpopa. Ha Helt Obln Oesiblii e IKOBEIM HOYHOM XasaT, AJIMHHEIE
30JI0TUCTBIE BOJIOCH PACCHIMIAJIKACH TI0 TIJIeYaM.

— Hy kak? — oHa, Ka3ayoch, Obly1a yBepeHa B TOM, 4TO JIIOMHUaH TOJIBKO YTO IIPOCHYJICS.
JlroMuaH HUYETo OT Hee He yTaul U Iogpo6HO pacckasas 000 BCEM, YTO MPOU3OIIIO.

— 3HayuT, 9Ta KapTa Tapo HyxkHa Obly1a A7 TOTO, YTOOHI THl MOT' BUIETh OCO3HAHHBIE CHEHI... —
3aJyMuMnBO KUBHY/Ia ABpopa. — UTo cobupaelnbes fenaTh fAanbiie?

— IloeM, a mOTOM IO¥UAY K TOM XKEHIINHE, TIONLITAIOCh Y3HATh ¥ Hee 1M0O0JIbIIe, TIOHSTh, UTO €M OT
MeHS Hy2KHO, — KOPOTKO 0TBeTun JlroMuaH.



— XOpOU.IO, — ABpopa He CTaJla BO3paXKaThk. — A Toxe HaIIUIIy OOJHOMY YE€JIOBEKY, PAaCCIIPOIINY €ro
IIpO COH, KOTOpBIfI THI onucan. ¥ IIPO CHMBOJIBEL, KOTOPEIE€ ThI TdM BHUOEII.

Ona 3ameTusa, Kak ©U3MEHUIOCH NTUII0 JItoMUaHa, U ynBIﬁHYJ'IaCI::

— He Bonnyiics. 4 HeMHOT0 U3MeHIO CBOi Bomipoc. He Oymy Bce KapTh pacKphLiBaTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
3TO 5 yunna Tebs JelCTBOBATh ITOCTEMEHHO.

— Ia, u eme... Korga Oymels pasroBapyiBaTh C TOU XKEHIIMHOM, He Hy>KHO Ha Hee HalaaaTh.
[TocTapaiicst HaTagUTh C HEM KOHTAKT. Mb ee He OOMMCS, HO BparoB y Hac ¥ Tak xBaTaeT. JIydlie yx
HMETh ellle OJHOI'0 COI03HMKA.

— [loHsAN, — cepbe3HO 0TBETUI JIFoMUaH.
kksk
Kopny, «Crapas TaBepHa».

JlioMuaH BOIIEJ B TABEPHY U, TOMOKAS K OapHOM CTOMKe, HAaKJIOHUJICS K €€ X03IUHY U 10
COBMECTUTENLCTBY OapMeHy Mopucy Bene:

— B Kakol KOMHaTe Ha BTOPOM 3TaxKe XKUBET Ta MHOCTPaHKa?
Crapas TaBepHa OblJla €IMHCTBEHHOM IOCTHHUIIEH B iepeBHe. Ha BTOpOM 3Taxe paciosiaraioch

meCTb KOMHAT, I'ie MOT'TIM IIEPEHO0YEBATh MYTHUKH.

Mopuc Bele He oTIMYalCsa KPEIIKUM TeJIOC/I0XKeHreM. Kak 1 y O0JIbIIMHCTBA XKUTEJIeH NepeBHH,
Hero OBUTM YepHEIe BOJIOCH ¥ ronyOnle ra3a. Ho HOoc y Hero Bcerma ObIT KpaCHBIM OTTOTO, YTO OH
MHOT'O TIHJL.

OH mpuxonuics poACTBEHHUKOM I[epKOBHOMY manpe ['mitomy beHe, HO UX POACTBEHHEBIE CBSI3U OBIITU
O4YeHb JaJIbHUMHM, ¥ OHU IIPAaKTUYECKHU He 00IIaIHCh.

— A Tebe 3T0 3aueM? — C TI06OIHITCTBOM cripocun Mopuc bere. — YTo MoxkeT OBITh OOIIEro y TaKou
IaMBbI C IePeBEHCKUM MTapHeM?

Ha ero nuiie Ob110 HaIMCAHO HECKPhIBaeMoe JII000MBITCTBO. MOpPUC BCETa Yysij MOJ0OHbIE BEIllH,
0Cco0eHHO eCJU [eJI0 KacajoCh OTHOIIEHUN MeXAy MyK4YMHaAMH U KeHIINHaMH.

— A oI cam KTO? He fepeBeHCKuY napeHs? — ycMexHycsd JlromuaH. — [JlaMa BYepa Be4epoM 4YTO-TO
norepsia. {4 BOT yTpoM Halesl. Xo04y BEPHYTh.

— A, Hy na, — Mopuc beHe HY Ha CEKyHIy eMy He IIOBEPUIL.
W3 mecsiTé C10OB, TPOM3HECEHHBIX JIIOMUAHOM, BOCEMb OBLIH JIOXKBIO.
— A ut0 eme? [lymaels, 51 B Hee BIOOUICS? — He cMyTuics JlroMuaH.

— Hy ma, moxany#, — y6emguncs Mopuc bene. — OHa XXUBET B KOMHATe, KOTOPast BEIXOAUT OKHAMU
Ha IIomanb. HampoTus yOOPHOI.

Korpa Jltomuan yxomui, Mopuc, MpOTUPAIOIIHH CTaKaH, IIPOBOAYII €T0 B3TJIAIOM U €Jie CIIbILIIHO
IIPOIIeNTal:



— A moyemy Ovl ¥ HeT? MHOTIa X049eTCs MOMpPo00BaTh YTO-HUOYIbL HOBEHBKOE. ..

)%k

Ha BTOpOM 3Taxe, B TYCKJIO OCBEIlleHHOM Y3KOM Kopuaope, JIloMuaH Halesl yOOpHYI0, eUHCTBEHHOE
MecCTO, T'fie Topen cBeT. Ho ero B3rsy ObLT MPUKOBAH K OBEPH, HAXOMUBIIENCS HampoTuB. Ha MemHOiM
PYYKe BUCET MUCTOK Oymaru. benbii muCT Ha pOHE TEMHO-KPACHOTO AepeBa.

Ha HeM Obl10 HamucaHo MO-UHTUCCKU: «OTabixato. IIpockba He OECTIOKOUTDH».

JltoMuaH HECKOJIbKO CEKYHI CMOTPeJI Ha 3Ty HaAluCh, HO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOHI ITOCTY4YaTh B IBEPh, OH
CHenas OBa Iara Ha3aj ¥ IPUCIOHUIICS K CTEHeE.

OH pemmun MOOOXKaaTh 3[ECh, II0Ka laMa He BHIUTET.

2Kv3Hb Ha ynmulle Hay4uia ero MHOroMy. Korga mosiBnseTcss BO3MOXKHOCTD, €€ Hy2KHO XBaTaTh
obeumu pykaMu. bes Konebanuii, 6e3 pa3gymuii, 6e3 ctpaxa. iHaue oHa YCKONIb3HET, U BCe
IPUAETCS HAaUMHATh CHavyasa. OH MOT XOaTh CKOJIBKO YTOOHO. MUHYTH TSHYIUCH OecKoHeuHO. OH He
oOpallan BHUMaHUS Ha B3TJISOB, KOTOPHIE, KaK OH YyBCTBOBAJI, OBIM YCTPEMJIEHH Ha HET0, ¥ Ha
IIETIOT B TOJIOBE.

OH CTOST HEIIOOBUIKHO, CIIOBHO CTaTysl, U HU KallJId He CePAUJICA Had 3Ty KEHIIUHY 3d TO, YTO OHa
3aCTaBHJla €TI0 TaK JOJIT0 XKOaThb.

U BOT, HaKOHelI, OBEPb CO CKPUIIOM OTBOPHJIACH.

KeHmyHa epeofesnach B CBETJIO-3eJIeHOe II1aThe ¢ 6eoit oTnenkoi. KamraHoBble BOJIOCH ee Oblu
aKKypaTHO COOpaHHI B ITy4OK.

Ee cBeTmo-roy0Obie ria3a Ha MTHOBeHMe OCTaHOBUIKMCH Ha JIloMUaHe, a IOTOM IePEeMEeCTUINCh Ha
OyMaxKy, BUCEBIIYIO Ha pydke. B yronkax ry6 ee urpasna yas0ka.

— JlaBHO XOellb? — COPOCHIIa OHa, HUYYTh HE YIUBUBIINCH €T0 ITOSIBIEHUIO.

— HeBaxHo, — JltoMuaH chenan mar Blepeq.

OH cTapa’scs TOBOPUTL POBHLIM I'0OJIOCOM, YTOOH! He BEIOATh CBOETO HETEPIIEHHUS.
— YTO THI XOTEJ CIPOCUTL? — XKEHIIWHA, He Tepsis BpEMeHH, Nepellya K Jey.
— 3pmech? — JIroMuaH OrisAfes myCcTou KOpumop.

— Ecnu TH He IPOTUB, TO ¥ 5T HE IIPOTUB, — C YIBIOKOM OTBETHJIA JaMa.

JlroMuaH yKe 3aMeTHJI, YTO ITOCTOSITIbIIEB TaBEPHHI, B TOM 4uclie PaitaHa u JIuu, HUTHE He OBIIO0
BUOHO. Ha BTOpOM 3Taxe, KpoMe HEro ¥ 3TOW KEeHITUHEI, 00JIbIlle HUKOTO He OBLIO.

— B uem CEeKpeT MO€ero CHAa? — C06paBHII/ICb C MEICJISAMH, CIIPOCHUIL JIroMuaH.
— Ha atoT BOIIPOC OOJIZKEH OTBETUTH THI, d HE 4, — HEBOJIBHO PaCCMesIaCh JaMa.
OnHa HEMHOT0 TToMoJT4asa u mobaBuna:

— MOFy CKa3aThb TOJIbKO OHO — TaM Thl HalAellb CBEPXBECTECTBEHHYIO CUITY.



«CBepxbecTeCTBeHHas CUIIa...» — B yIlax y JIroMuaHa 3acTyd4arnio.
— W Kakoii B 3TOM CMBICJI, €CJIA 3TO BCETO JIMIIL COH? B peasbHOCTH HUYEro He U3MEHUTCH.

— B Mupe cBepxXbeCTeCTBEHHOT0 BO3MOXKHO BCe, — YI'OJIKM I'y0 KEHITUHEI IPOTHYJIU B yIIBIOKE. —
MoxeT ObITh, U U3MEHUTCS.

«Heyxkenu To, 4ero s Tak KaxAay, HaXOOUTCS TaM, BO CHe?» — y JlloMHaHa IepexBaTUI0 JbIXxaHuUe.

— Ho Tam Tebs XKOeT omacHOCTb, — yJbIOKa McUe3ria C JIUIa XKEeHIUHE, ¥ OHa Cephe3H0 JobaBuia: —
Ecnu TBI yMpelrb BO CHE, TO YMPEIIb ¥ B PealbHOCTH.

«YMpy BO CHe — yMpY HasiBy?» — JIloMUaH He MOHUMaJ, KakK 3TO BO3MOXKHO, HO PEIIXTI IIOBEPUTb.

9TOT COH y2Ke MHOTO JIeT ITPeCyIefoBasl ero, CJIOBHO TeHb, HO IIPX 3TOM OH OBIJT KAKUM-TO 0COOEHHBIM.
U romoc ABpops! 3Bydall B ero naMaTtu: «OCTOPOXXKHOCTh HUKOTla He noMelnaeT». JIloMuaH IoHUMaJl,
YTO 3a/laya 3Ta OUeHb CJI0XKHAs, U ITOCIENCTBUASI MOTYT ObITh CAMBIMU Cepbe3HEIMU. U 31ech HeNlb3s
OBLTI0O HU HEIOOIIEHUBATh OMACHOCTh, HU MIPOSBIISAThL OECIIEYHOCTD.

— A 4TO, ecnu f Tyfa He MOUAY? — CIyCTS HECKOJIBKO CEKYH] CIIPOCHUII OH.

— TeopeTuydecku, HUYETo CTPAIIHOTO He mpou3onaeT. HUKTO TeOs1 He 3aCTaBlseT, — 3agyMUNBO
OTBETHJIa XKeHIMMHa. — Ho Bpemst uget. Y 51 He MOTY TapaHTUPOBATh, YTO CUTYyAIUs He U3MeHUTCS. U
BEPOSITHOCTH TOT'0, YTO YTO-TO IOMIET He TaK, HAMHOTO BHIIIE, YeM BEPOSITHOCTh 0IarOMpPUsiTHOTO
HCXOMa.

— HackoinbKo BHIIIE? — HE YHUMaAJICA JIrtomuaH. — [1eBSIHOCTO IIPOLIEHTOB IIPOTHB JIE‘CHTI/I?

— HeT, 1eBAHOCTO [eBATEH U IEBATh JECATHIX IIpOIIEHTa ITPOTUB OIHOM COTOM, — CEPhE3HO OTBETHIIA
maMa. — KoHe4YHO, 3TO BCETO JIUIIL MO€e IMYHOe MHEeHHUEe. Th MOXKeIllb MHEe He BEPUTE.

«B mocnenHee BpeMs 5 Bce Oombile yOekaaioCch B TOM, YTO COH — 3TO CKPBITasl 0IacHOCTh. CaMbIi
IIJIOXOM BapHaHT — 9TO He oOpallaTh Ha Hero BHUMaHus... Ho ecyu s pelry uccienoBaTh 3TO MECTO,
TO C OYEHb OOJIBIION J0JIel BEPOSTHOCTH MOT'Y MTOTMOHYTh, CaM TOTO He MOHUMasi. MoXKeT OBITS,
CTOUT NOJO0XKOAaTh, T0OKa ABpopa MOTy4YUT HHPOPMaLKUIO OT CBOUX APY3en?

Ho ecnu 51 Tak nmoctynio, To ABpopa HY 3a UTO He pa3peIluT MHE UCIIOIb30BaTh UCCIIeI0OBAHUE 3TOTO
CHa [ TOT0, UYTOOB 00PECTH CBEPXbECTECTBEHHYIO CUITY... A pa3Be He [IJIS 3TOTO 5 PEIInIT 3aHAThCS
paccienoBaHUEM 3TOU JIETEHOBI? OTO CIUIIKOM PHCKOBaHHO. MOXHO yMepeTh...

MoxeT ObITh, CTOUT ITPOBECTHU IIPEBAaPUTENIbHYIO Pa3BelIKy, He PUCKYS 3aXO[UTh BHYTPh? [T0XOOUTH
10 Kpalo 9TUX PYHH, OCMOTPEThLCS, coOpaTh HH(pOpMaIuio?

XM... ABpope s paccKaxy 00 3ToM pa3roBope. Ho mpo BO3MOXKHOCTE 00PECTH CBEPXHECTECTBEHHYIO
CHUIly — HH CIIOBA...».

Meicnu JltoMraHa MPUILIIN B IOPSIAOK, ¥ OH, TJIAMS Ha XKEHIIUHY, CTOSINYIO HallpOTUB, TUXO U
CepPhE3HO CITPOCHII:

— KT0 BB Takas? 3aueM BBl I0JlapU/IM MHE KapTy Tapo ¥ faju MHe BO3MOXHOCTb UCCIIE0BaTh 3TOT
CoH?

2KeHmuHa 3arafiloyHo yasIOHYIacCh.



— 41 Tebe Bce PaCCKaxy, KOraa ThI pa3raga€llb TaI7IHy CBOEr'o CHa.
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