«Kwupii. Bce-Taku oHa #3 GOJIBIIOr0 TOPOMa...» — B3T/IsAA JIloMraHa OCTAaHOBUJICS Ha CTaKaHe B PyKe
y HE3HAKOMKH.

3TO0T CHPIpTHOfI HAIIUTOK, KOTOpBIfI IMOJIy4daJid IyTeM OUCTHIIIALIKUYA U3 CaXapPa U Hep66p0ﬂI/IBHII/IX
BHIIIEH, 0OBIYHO TIOJIH30BAICS TIIOIIYJIAPHOCTRIO Y OdM. KoHeuyHO, BUIIIHU MOXKHO OBIJIO 3aMEHHUTh U
APYTUMHU AT0gaMH, HO 3TO IMPaKTUYECKHU He BIIKAJIO Ha BKYC.

B Crapou TaBepHe Kopay mmpogaBaniochk He TaK y2K U MHOTO XOPOIIEero BuHa. Y KUpIll, B KOTOPBIU
Orvlna BaobeHa MapaM [lyanuc, oHa BIepBhle omnpoboBaa, Korma e3guina B burop, cTonuily
IIPOBHHIIUM.

Mapam ITyanuc Obiyia XK€HOM MECTHOTO YIIPABIISIOIEr0 U TEPPUTOPHUANIBHOTO Cyabu Beocta. Ee
IIPeNKy KOTrMa-TO HOCHIIHM OBOPSTHCKHE THUTYIIH, HO BO BpeMeHa uMiepaTopa Po3ens ux pox o0emHerl.

JIroMMaH 3HAJI, YTO OHA SBIISIETCS OMHON M3 JTIOOOBHMI] Imagpe I'uitoma bBene, HO 00 9TOM B OJepeBHe
JOorafabIlBaJIiCh HEMHOT'HE.

JlroMuaH OTBeJ B3TJISM OT HaMbl ¥ MOAoLIeN K 6apHOU CTOMKeE.

3a Hell cuen MyX4nHa JIeT COPOKa, B IbHSIHON py6axe ¥ TaKWX e MITaHaX. KallITaHOBLIE BOJIOCH
€ro yXKe IOpPEeMeNy, a JIUIO ObLI0 IOKPEITO MOPIIUHAMHE OT TSZKeJION PabOTHL.

9to Obint ITeep I'par, oTel; PeitMoHa.
«Eme oguH Ilwep.

— ...Ecnu xpuxkHyTh «IIbep» B 3TOM 3aBeleHHHU, TO 00EPHETCS TPETh IPUCYTCTBYIOMIUX. .. » —
BCIIOMHUITUCH JItoMHUaHy cOOCTBEHHEBIE CITOBa, CKa3aHHbEIe UM JIue, PaltaHy ¥ OCTATbHBEIM.

B mepeBHe, Korfia peds 3axonuina o [Ibepe unu ['uiiome, HyKHO OBIJI0 00513aTEILHO YTOUHUTE, O KOM
UIET Peyb.

Bo MHOTrMX CeMbsX OTIIH ¥ I€TH HOCUIIM OOWHAKOBLIE MMEHA, U 0e3 «CTapuiero», «MJaaliero» nujn
«0THOa» X IIPOCTO HEBO3MO2KHO OBII0 Pa3JIn4YUTE.

PeiMoHp nopoIIIeN K OTIY U CIIPOCUIL:
— Ilam, a TH 4Yero Ha IUIOIIAfb He HUOelllhb?

MyX4WHH B lepeBHe 00BIYHO COOMPAJIUCH IIOMl CTaPLIM BSI30M MIIM B YbeM-HUOYIb JOMe, UTPaIu B
KOCTH, KapThl, IIaXMaThl ¥ TlepefiaBajy APYT APYTY BCAKUE CIYXU — B TaBepHE HYXKHO OBIJIO IJIaTUTh
3a BBIMTUBKY.

— [Torom norimem, — I1bep I'par, mepxkaBuinii B pyKe CTakKaH TEMHO-KPACHOTO BUHA, IOBEPHYJICS K
CBOEMY BTOpOMY CHIHYy. — Celyac TaM BCe paBHO HUKOTO HeET.

«W npaBfa, Kyfa 9TO BCe MYKHUKH IIOleBaIuCh?» — JIIOMHUaH TYyT XK€ HaCTOPOXKUIICS.
OH ¥ caM TOJIBKO YTO 3aMeTHJI, YTO Ha IJIOLIafAu HET HU OJHOI'0 MYXKYHKHHI.
— Mceoe, s X0Ten y BaC KOe-4TO CIIPOCUTH, — IPAMO CKa3a JIroMuaH.

— OnsTh Kaky-HUOYOb MAaKoCTh 3amyMan? — [Ibep I'par TyT xKe HaCTOPOKUIICS.



«IToxoxke, 4TO B CKa3Ke MPO Majab4yuKa, KOTOPHIM Kpryan "Bonku!", u npaBga eCTh A0S UCTUHEL...»
— JIroMuaH TOBEPHYJICI K OPYTY U KECTOM IIPENJIOXKHUII eMy HauaTh Pa3roBop.

PeliMOH HEMHOT0 TOMEe[IJIUII, COOHMPASCh C MBICTISIMH.

— ITam, a Kak JaBHO IIPOM30IIIAa Ta UCTOPHS, KOTOPYIO TH MHE paccKa3skBajn? Hy, mpo
YepHOKHUKHUKA, 'POO KOTOPOTO HE MOTJIU TIOOHSATh OEBITH OBIKOB?

[Teep 'par caenan GOBIION TIOTOK BUHA U HETOYMEHHO HaXMYyPHUJICS.
— A Tebe 9T0 3aueM”?
— Tak 3To... MHe fenyIIKa pacCcKa3biBajl, KOTfa g ellle MaJleHbKUM OblJI, — OTBETHUJI PeiiMOH]I.

[IpoBunLKSA PucTOH, rae pacnonaraaochk Kopny, u cocengaue npoBuHuuu Oneir u CIOXUT
pacrnojaranuch Ha ore Pecry6imuku MHTHC. ITO OBIIM BUHOAEIbYECKHUE PETUOHEI, M BUHO 3[IECh,
0Cco0eHHO [iellleBOe, CTOUJIO HEJOPOT0. B HEKOTOPEIE TOMBI JIIOOY UM BUHO KakK BOTY.

— A, Hy ma, — pa304apoBaHHO IpOoTAHYN PeriMoHf. Ero men yMmep yke gaBHO. — TBOU Oeq TOBOPHII,
YTO caM 3TO BHUAEJ, KOT7ia ellle MOJIOABIM ITapHeM Obl1, — BOPYT oxuBuics [Ibep I'per. — OH mocne
3TOr0 TakK COB 00SIThCS cTasl. [Iymars, YTO OHU AYIIy V HeTO YKPaAyT CBOUMU KOTTSIMHU.

I'maza JlioMmuana u PeliMOHa OOHOBPEMEHHO 3arOpPEHUCh.

«YepT BO3bMH, HEYXKeJu ecTh 3anenka?! Heyxenu merenga npo YepHOKHUXKHUKA OCHOBaHa Ha
peanbHBIX COOBITUAX?.

— A men He TOBOPHUII, e 3TOT YepHOKHUXKHUK XKUA? [e ero MoXOpoOHUIU? — C HETEPIIEHUEM
crpocun Peiimonz.

— Jla KoMy KakKoe feyio? — moxain miaedamu [1eep I'par.
— Hy man! — "e yHumarcs PeliMoH[, HafesiCh BRIBEJATh XOTh YTO-HUOYb.

— Ioitmem, — nepebun ero JlloMuaH, 1, TIETOHBKO TPOHYB [pyTa 3a IIJIeY0, TPOMKO cKa3an: — Hac
yKe peka xKpuet!

PeiimoHp yke cobpasicst OBI7I0 yXOOUTh BMECTe C IPyroM, Kak BOpyT [Ibep I'par 4TO-TO BCTIOMHMIL.
— IlocToui-Ka, Perimonrm. Th Bemb CKOPO CTaHEIb 3e/IeHbIM J[[030PHEIM, BEpHO? TH BOT UTO...

3eneHble JlosoprIe TOJI2KHEBI OBLIH CJIIEOUTD 34 TEM, yTOOBI Ha BBEICOKOT'OPHBIX HaCT6I/IH.IaX BOKDPYT
JEPEBHU U Ha II0JIsIX HUKTO HE IIaC CKOT B 3allpeIlleHHOEe BpeM.

JlroMuaH He CTaj BCIYIIMBAThCS B UX PA3roBOP U HAIPABUIICS B CTOPOHY YOOPHOM, HaXOOUBIIIEHCS B
ryOruHe TaBEPHHL.

Brriis 3 yOOpHOU, OH CIEeIMabHO MIPOLIeT MUMO CTOJIMKA, 32 KOTOPLIM CHAesa MHOCTPaHKa,
notsaruBas Kupi. OnpenenuTs ee BO3pacT ObIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

XoTs OH ¥ He coOupasicst 3aBOAUTH C HEl PasroBOp, OH BCE JKe BHUMATENbHO 3a Hel moHabmonar.
«BOpyr mpHTromMTCS?» — 3Ta MEICIIb IIPHUIIJIA €My B TOJIOBY IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK OH, BOCIIOJIb30BABIIUCE
noMoIneio Patiana, JIuu u BaneHTuHa, CTal CBUAETENIEM IUKAHTHOW CIIEHH C yYaCTUEM IafIpe.



JIromuan yYXe COGI/IpaHCH BBIMTH U3 TAaBEPHEI U ITIOOO0ZKOATh PeiiMmoHTa Ha yiune, KakK BAPYT' TOMHaA
daMa B OPaHZKEBOM IIJIaThbe IIOOHsAJIa T'OJIOBY.

JIroMuaH He yCres 0TBECTHU B3TJISA[, U UX I'Jla3a BCTPETUIIUCE.
Crasno HeMHOr0 HeJlOBKO. [laxe TOJICTOKOXKECTh He CIiacaja B TaKUX CIIydasx.
B ronose y JltoMuaHa TyT XKe IPOHECIIOCH MHOXKECTBO MBICIIEH:

«MoxkeT, HyKHO CIeNnaTh KaK Iagpe UIU [[ePKOBHEIE CTAPOCTEHL ¥ IIOXBANIUTh ee KpacoTy? Unn
nornpo0OoBaTh C Hell TO3HAKOMHUTLCA? A MOXKeT, Iy4llle CAelaTh BUM, UTO 5 HUYEro He 3aMeTHUJI, U
IIOCKOpee YUTU?»

[Toxa JItoMraH pa3MbIIIISA, XKEHIMHA, CIIOBHO IIPOYXTaB €TI0 MBICJIH, C YIILIOKOM ITpOou3Heca:
— CugaTtcs Tebe CHEBL, ma?

JItoMuaHa CJIOBHO MOJIHUEU YAAPUIIO.

Bce MBIC/IM B TOJIOBE ¥ HETO TYT Ke pa30ezkaauch, U OH Ha MCHOBEHUE TIOTePSJT fap Peyu.

— Hy... CHBI BceM CHSITCSI, — C TPYIOM BhITABHI U3 ce0s ynrOKy JlroMuaH.

— A Tebe TyMaH CephIii CHUTCS? — XKEHIIWHA, IPUI0XKUB PYKY K IIleKe, C THTEPECOM ITOCMOTPEeIa Ha
JIroMHuaHa.

«OTKyga OHa 3HaeT?» — 3payKu JIloMraHa MTHOBEHHO PACLIMPHUIIUCH, & Ha JIUIE MEJIbKHYJIO
BBIPaKEHHUE CTPaxa.

On YZKe MHOI'O 4ero IIOBHUOal B XKU3HH, HO BCE XKe OBLIT elie MOJIOO 1 He BCergJa MOT' KOHTPOJIMPOBATh
CBOH SMOIIHH.

«CroKo#HO, JItoMuaH, CIIOKOWHO...» — MBICTIEHHO IIPpUKa3adJl OH cebe u, CTapasiChb IPHUOATE CBOEMY
JINIy HEBO3MYTHMOE BEIpaXK€E€HHEe, CIIPDOCHUII:

— BB cribiany UCTOPHIO, KOTOPYIO ST BYepa paccKasbiBaa TEM TPOUM?

XKenmuHa HU4Yero He otBeTuna. OHa JOCTaNa U3 OPAHKEBOM CYMOYKH, JTeKaBIIEH Ha COCETHEM
CTyJe, KOJIOOYy KaprT.

OHa cHOBa ITIOCMOTpeJia Ha JlloMraHa U JTy4e3apHO yIbI0OHYack:

— BrITaHU KapTy. MoxKeT OBITh, 3TO TOMOXKeT Tebe PaCKPHITh TaliHy TBOETO CHa.
«YT...», — TOJIBKO ¥ BBEIPBAJIOCH Y OllIapalleHHoro JlroMuana.

OH TyT XKe HaCTOPOXKUJICH.

C opHO¥ CTOPOHEI, eMy ObIJIO OY€Hb TI000IEITHO. HO ¢ Apyroir — OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO 3[ECh YTO-TO HE
TaxK.

OH mocMOoTpes Ha KapThl, KOTOPHIE eMy IIPOTSTHBalIa XeHIHa, ¥ HaXMYPHUJIICS:

— Tapo?



KapTe! 66111 T0X02kKM Ha Tapo, KOTOphle MpuayMan umiepaTop Po3ens oist mpefcka3aHus OyOyIiero.

— O#, mpocTy, — JaMa CMyIIeHHO OIyCTHIa I'7la3a ¥ BUHOBATO yIEOHyNnack. — 4, KaxkeTcs, He Ty
KOJIONY B3sJIa.

Ona 6rIcTpO yOpaa ABafLATh IBE KaPTH CTAPIIUX apKaHOB Tapo B CBOIO HEOOJIBINYI0 CyMOYKY U
mocTasna Opyryio KOJomy.

— 3To TOXe Tapo, HO TOJIBKO MJIaJIINE€ apPKaHEI. THI IIOKa HEe MOKEIIb BOCIIOIb30BaThCS CTapIIimMn
dPKaHdMH. A Y ME€HA HET IIPpaBa JapPOBATh HUX...

[IAThOECAT IIECTh KapT MIaJIOINX aPKaHOB OEJINJIMCh Ha YeThIPEe MaCTH: KYGKI/I, 2K€e3JIbl, ME€YHU U
IIeHTaKIIu.

«YT0 OHa HeceT...» — MBICJIU IyTAJIUCh y JItToMraHa B roJjioBe.

OTa xkeHIMHa ObllIa 04eHb KPaCUBOM, 3JIETA@HTHOM, HO IIPX 3TOM B Hell UyBCTBOBAJIOCH YTO-TO
CTpPaHHOe, He COBCEM HOPMAJIbHOE.

— BrITSIHU KapTy, — NpeqdjioXKuja OHa, TOKa3biBasd KapThl MIaAIINX apkKaHoB Tapo. — 9To
0ecIyIaTHO, TaK YTO THl HUYEM HEe PHUCKYellb. BOAPyr aTo moMoxkeT Tebe n30aBUTLCS OT OYPHBIX CHOB?

— Mos cecTpa Kak-TO CKa3aja, YTO OeCIIaTHbIM CHIP ObIBAeT TOJIBKO B MBIIIEIOBKE, — YCMEXHYIICS
JIromuaH.

— B03MOXHO, OHa u IIPpaBa, — HEMHOT' O II0OQYMdB, COTJIaCHUJIaChk C HUM OdMa.

OHa aKKypaTHO IT0JI0K1JIa KapThl MJIa[IINX apKaHoB Tapo Ha CTOJI, CTapasich He 3afeTh CTOSBIINMI
PSIIOM CTaKaH C KMPIIEM.

— Ho 151 Begp He miaTUlllb MHe. YTO s, ”HOCTPaHKa, MOTY C TebOs B34Th B 3TOM JiepeBHE?

«H mpaBpa... A MoXeT, CTOUT mopoOoBaTh? He Tak-TO IPOCTO MONMYYUTh XOTh KaKyIO-TO 3al[ETKY,
CBSI3aHHYIO C 3TUM CHOM. [Tompo6yio. A BAPYT 9TO MPOKJIAThe YepHOKHUKHUKA? M0oXKeT, HyKHO
ITOIIPOCUTH ABPOpPY, YTOOHI OHA ITOCMOTpPENIa?» — MEICIIA METaNuCh y JIloMuaHa B TOJI0OBE, OH HUKAK
He MOT IIPUHSATH PeLIeHue.

XKeHIrHa, Ka3aaoch, He 06pamana BHHMAHUA Ha €0 METaHU.

CrycTst Kakoe-To BpeMs JIloMuaH Bce ke pemuncs. OH MeIIeHHO HaKJTOHUJICS U IPOTSIHY IIPaByio
PYKY. AKKypaTHO IIepeTacoBaB KOJIOAY KapT MJIAAIIMX apKaHoB Tapo, OH BHITAINKII OOHY KapTy U3
CEPEeNUHEL

— <<CeMepKa XKesnos», — ToMHas gamMa IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha KapTy.

Ha xapre 65 #306pakeH MyK4YKHA B ofexke 3eeHoro useta. OH CTOSIT Ha BEPIIHHE X0JIMa U
PEIIUTeTbHO CMOTPET BIepen. B pyke y Hero GBI Ke311, KOTOPHIM OH OTpakall aTaKy IIecTephx
BParoB, HACTYIIABIIKNX Ha HETO C Pa3HBIX CTOPOH.

— W 4T0 9TO0 3HAYUT? — CcOpPOCHUI JIIoMUaH.

—4d MOTYy COeJIaTh PaCKIlaa, — YI'OJIKK I"y'6 KEHIIWHEI JPOTHYIIN B JIETKOM YJ'IBI6Ke. — Jra KapTa
CUMBOJIN3UPYET KPU3UC, BBI30B, IIPOTUBOCTOSAHME, MY2KECTBO U TadK OadJlee. Ho ceitdyac BazkHO TO, 4TO
9Ta KapPTa Telnepb IPUHaOJIEZXKUT Tebe. Korma IIpuaeT BpeMs, Thl CaM Y3Ha€Illb €e NCTUHHOE



3Ha4YeHHue.
— BrI MHe ee oTHaeTe? — C Kaxkou MUHYTOM JIfoMuaH 4yBCTBOBaJI cebs Bce Ooyiee 03agadeHHBIM.
«Heyxkenu 3Ta KapTa ¥ IIpaBaa IPOKIATa?»

He obpartasi BHUMaHUS Ha €ro BOIIPOC, XKeHIMHa IIPUHSIack coOMpaTh ocTaBmrecs KapTel. OHa
B3sJ1a CBOM CTakKaH ¥ 3aJIIIOM [IOIHIa KUPII.

['pani03HOI TOXONKOM OHa HalpaBUIach K JTECTHUIIE, HAXOOUBIIENCS COOKY OT 6apHOM CTOMKH, U
MIOOHSIIach Ha BTOPOM 9TaX.

Bri10 BUOHO, YTO OHA 37IeCh XKUBET.

JlroMuaH xoTes OBLJIO IIOWTH 38 Hel, HO YTO-TO ero OCTAHOBHJIO.

«A 4TO, eCyIu 3TO ¥ IIpaBHa caMasi OObIYHas KapTa?

«OHa ee MHe oTHasna. Heyxenu oHa 60JbIlle HIKOTA HE CMOXKET BOCIIOJIb30BATHCS 3TOM KOJIOMOH?
«HyxkH0 Oy[IeT CIIPOCUTH ¥ ABPOPHL...».

— Tol yero, apyxuie? — B 3TOT MOMEHT K JlroMuaHy nogoiuen PeiiMoHS.

— Jla TakK, HUYero, — IOKPOBUTEILCTBEHHEIM TOHOM OTBETHUN JItoMuaH. — KpacuBasi XKeHIIWHA,
mpaBaa?

— A MHe KaXeTcs, 9YTO TBOSI cecTpa ABpopa HaMHOTO KpacuBee, — OTBETUII PeMMOH]I, a ITIOTOM
TIOHM3UJI TOJIOC U CIIpOCUi: — JIfoMuaH, geq Mo# faBHO yMep. YTo OymeM menaTh?

JlroMuaH, KOTOPOMY He TepIIeIoCh YUTH, HEMHOTO ITOAyMasl ¥ OTBETHUII:

— MOXHO IIOCTIpaIIBaTh CTAPUKOB, KOTOPEIEe OBIIM POBECHUKAMU TBOETO Aefa. MOXKHO CXOOUTh B
IIEPKOBb, IIOCMOTPETH LIEPKOBHEIE KHUTH. XM... HO 9T0 mToTOM.

JlroMuaH BCTIOMHUII O HeJJaBHEM KOH(QIMKTE C Iafipe U PelInyl, YTo JIyyllle epKaThCs OT IIEPKBU
IIoJaJIbIIe.

Tak Kak 370 Oblyla eqUHCTBEHHas 11epKoBb B Kopay, To oHa obnafasa O0JbIoN BIacThio, GaKTHYEeCKH
3aMeHsis co00¥ TOCyOapCTBEHHBIE OPTraHbl. 3[eCh BETUCH 3aIHUCH O BCEX BaXKHHBIX COOBITHSIX,
POXKIEHHUSIX, CMEPTSX, OpaKax.

— [aBaii ny4mie pa3geaIuMcs U MOUIIEM IOAXOASIINX KaHOUIaToB, — mepebun ero JlloMuaH, He IaB
OPYTY 3a7aTh ellle OOUH BOIPOC. — 3aBTPa IOCIPAIIBaEM.

— JlagHO, — TYT Xe cornacuncs PeiMoHz,.
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B mByxX3TaxHOM [IoMe, HaIlOJIOBUHY CKPLITOM IO 3eMJiel, ABpopa BHUMATEJILHO CIyIlaza pacckal
OpaTa, He OTpBIBas B3TJIsIAa OT KapThl «2Ke3710B», KOTOPYIO OH fiepXkKall B pykKe.

— OObIyHas Kapra. {1 He 4yBCTBYI0 HUKAKOU 37101 Maruy, HUKaKuX 4ap.



— ABpopa... To ecTs, cTapias cecTpa, 4YTO TH AyMaellb 10 II0BOAY 3TOM UHOCTPAHKUA? — CIPOCHUII
JItomuaH. — OTKyga OHa y3HaJsla IIpo MOU COH?

— He 3Hat0, — mokavasa rojoBoi ABpopa. — OHa yxKe cheraia cBo# xof. Temeph HyXKHO XKOaTb. 5
Oymy cnemuTh 3a Hell CemyolIe HeCKOJIbKO JHEH.

— Ax ma... Y Bo3pMu 3Ty KapTy. Bo3aMoxkHO, OHa MpruHeceT nepeMeHksl. Ho He 6o¥cs, s MPUTISKY 3a
TOOOH.

— Xoporto, — JltoMuaH IOCTapaics PacciabuThCs.
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['my6okoit HOublO JIfoMuaH, cCIpsiTaB KapTy «2Ke3nmoB» mof 00eKAy, BUCEBIIYIO Ha CIUHKE CTYJa, Jier
B IIOCTEJIb U 3aKPHIJI TJIa3a.

Bckope ero co3HaHue CHOBa OKyTaJl I'YCTOU CephI TyMaH.
BHe3anHoO 0H 0YHYJICA OT CHA.
OH 4yBCTBOBAaJI, 4YTO €T0 pa3yM CTaJl sICHBIM, KaK HUKOTAa.

Y Bce XKe MUD I'pe3, OKyTaHHHIN CEphIM TYMaHOM, HUKYa He uc4yes.
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