JIromuaH OBLI Ha B3BOJ€E, €Ir0 MBEICJIM ME€TAJIMCh OT BOJIHEHUA U CTPaXd. — Kakas uMeHHO?

KeHmuHa HETOPOIIIINBO OTIINJIa I''TOTOK CBAILIEHHOI'O MacCJlla BeHepr, II0CJIE Yero OTBeTHujla
CIIOKOMHBIM, HETOPOIIJIIUBEIM TOHOM.

— JTO THI HOJIXKEH CIPOCUTH y cebsl.

Cka3zaB 3T0, OHa CllerkKa OIIyCTHJIa I'OJIOBY ¥ COCPEOOTOYNIIaCh HAa 3aBTPaKe, CO3aBadA BliedaTJIeHNle,
4YTO HE HaMepEeHa IIPOoaoJIZKaThk Pa3roBOp.

«[Touemy BEI 3aMaJlYMBaeTe YaCTh BOIIPOCA U OTBeYaeTe TOJIbKO IPHU CIeAyIOlleil BO3MOXKHOCTH?
PasBe 3T0 He nycTas TpaTa BpeMeHu?» — OH He MOT He II0YYBCTBOBATh, YTO YCTyIal el B YMEHUU
BBIBOZIUTH U3 Ce0S OPYTUX.

['my6oK0 B3IOXHYB, OH YJIEIOHYJICS U IOMPOIIAICS.

JIromuan IMOCIIYIIHO ITPOBEJI OCTATOK JHA OOMaA.

He notomy, 4To 60517ICS1 COBHL IO TaKO¥# CTEeIeHH, YTO He pellajiCs BHUTH Ha YIULYy JHEM, U He
IIOTOMY, YTO €My OBIJIO HeueM 3aHSThCS, @ YTOOH! He BEI3BIBATH ITO03PEHMH.

JltloMuaH TBEPHO PELInsI pa300paThCs B MUCHMe C IPOCHO0i 0 MOMOIIH, KOTOPoe OBI0 y JIuu u eé
CIyTHHKOB. EMy HYKHO OBIZIO BEISICHUTB, UTO U KTO ero Hamucasl. Kiod K paccieoBaHUI0 —
TIEPEJIMCTATh BCE UMEIOIINECS B IepPeBHe CUHYE KHUTH ¥ HAUTH Ty, B KOTOPOH OBUIM BEIPE3aHHI CJIOBA.

JIroMHuaH, KaK XUTeNb OEPEBHH, JTIy4Ille BCEro moaxoaum Ojd 9TOM 3aJa4yH, HO IOCJIe Pa3roBopa C
TpeMid HHOCTPAHIIaMK OH 3aCOMHEBAJICA. 3TO MOTJIO IIPpUBJIE€YDb Yb€-TO BHUMAHNE U BEI3BAThH
HEHY2XHbI€e HEIIPDUATHOCTH.

9T0 OBLI BOMIPOC KU3HU ¥ CMEPTHU, BEIKKBaHUS UK Tubenu, u JIloMrAaH 3HaJ, YTO faxXe IOf 3aluTon
ABpPOpDHI OH HE MOXKET rapaHTUPOBaTh, YTO ApPyras CTOPOHAa He IPeANpHUMeET IIPOTUB HETO
PUCKOBaHHBIX J€MCTBUM.

3a mocnegHue OBa rojga OH CTall JIy4ilie 9yBCTBOBATH YPOBEHL PUCKOB, ¥ IIDUMEPHO HAYUYHUIICA
OmmpeneidaTh, KOrga MOXKHO COEeJIaTk CBOIO CTABKY.

9ToMy criocoOCTBOBaJ OOTaThIM OITBIT.

OH mIaHUPOBAJT 32 HECKOJIBKO JHEW «HABECTUTh» KaXKAyI0 CEMBIO MTOJI TPEIJIOrOM U3YYEHUS JIeTeH] I,
CBSI3QHHLIX C BeJIMKUM IIOCTOM.



[Tocne yxuHa, KOTMIa y&Ke CTeMHeN0, ABpopa BEPHYIACh B CIaIbHIO, YTOOR HAKOHEI-TO HAlKCaTh
MaBHO 3alyMaHHYI0 PYKOIIKCh.

JliomuaH Bolles B KaOMHET, HaMepeBasCh HalTH [A7Ig YTeHUS KaKyl-HUOyIb KHUTY, CBI3aHHYIO CO
CHaMH, B HafeXe MOIy4uTh 0c000€e BOOXHOBEHUE IJIST CBOETO CHaA.

[TockombKy moMa Oblzla TOIBKO OJHA HACTOIbHAS JaMIla Ha OaTapedKax, KOTOPOM I0JIb30Bajach
ABpopa, eMy IIPUIIIOCH 3aKeYb KEPOCUHOBYIO JIaMITy, KOTOpas UMeJja pe3KHi 3amax U He Togunach
IJIST YTEHUS.

Hecst KepOCHMHOBYIO JTaMITy, H3/Iy4YaBIIyI0 TYCKIIOe XKeJToe cBeueHue, JItoMuaH ORICTPO MPOBEIT
OPYTo¥ PyKOM 10 KOopellkaM KHUT. BpeMsi 0T BpeMeHM OH BhIOMpaJl KHUTY U 3aXKUMaJl ee
IIOOMBIIIIKOMH.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPeMsI OH BEPHYJICS K CTOJIY C TPeMs BLIOPAaHHBIMU KHUTAMU.

Kak Pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOI'lla OH B3s1JI KHUTY B PYKH, JlroMuaH YBUOEII JOMa CHHEIO KHUTY.

OHa, KaK 00BIYHO, THXO JIeXkKalla B yriay CTOJIq, a cepo-rony6a${ 007102KKa Ka3aslaCh HEMHOT'O ITHITHHOM.

YBunes o1y KHUTY, JItoMUaH cpa3y e BCIIOMHUI O KHUTEe, KOTOPYIO OH IOJIy4YuI B pa3BaiMHaX BO
CHe, 0 KHUTe, KoTopas Oblyla pa3pe3aHa U CIjIeTeHa B MOJIb0Y O TIOMOIIIH.

OH TIPOTSHYJ PYKY U B3SIJT KHUTY B PYKH, COOMpPAsCh MIPOIUCTATh €€ ComepKaHue, YTOOH IIOHSTS,
KaKue CJI0Ba MOXKHO BhIpe3aTh U COEOUHUTD B MTOJI€3HbIE IIPEI0KEHNUS.

HpOJ’II/ICTaB HEeCKOJIBKO CTPAaHUI], JIromuaH 3aMep.

B 3aMeTKax, TpUKpPENIEHHBIX K TEKYIEN CTpaHulle KaleHaaps, Oblsa ssBHas [bIpa.

C1noBo GBITIO BEIPE3aHO!

— He moxeT OBITh... — mpolenTasn JIloMuaH, KpalHe MOTPSICeHHBIH.

OH OBICTPO IPOIKCTA KHUTY U 00HAPYXKUII O0jiee HeCsSTH BRIPe3aHHHIX CIIOB.

— He moxeT OBITh... — CHOBA IIPOIIENTas JIloMHiaH...

Kuura, koTopyto uckanu Paias, Jlus, BaneHTUH U ocTalbHbBIE, OKa3ajach y Hero goma!



He TobKO OHUM He OXKHUOaIN 3TOT0, HO U JIIoMUaH Jaxe He IIpeaIroarai TaKO# BO3MOXKHOCTH!

9TO faxe He MOIJIO IIPUUTU €MY B T'OJIOBY!

Ha ¢doHe HeomucyeMo CITOXKHBIX dIMOoUuY JIloMUaH HaXMYPHUIICS.

«MozxeT ObITh, 3TO ABpopa Imomnpocuia o momoiuu? [ToueMy oHa o6paTuiach 3a IIOMOIIBIO K
yrHOBHUKaM? [loueMy OHa He CKa3ana MHE?»

Cyns 1o moBefgeHuI0 JIuKM ¥ OCTaNIbHBIX, UX IPUBLIUKE 00CyxKaaTh mena ¢ [Tagpe cpa3sy mocie
IpuOLITUS U IPYTUM JeTassM, JIloMraH chesalt MpeiBapuTebHBIM BEIBO/, YTO 3TO YNHOBHUKU. OHU
MOTJIH OBITB ITPEICTABUTEIISIMU IIPaBUTEIbCTBA, LlepkBu Beunoro ITemtatomero Conuina J[laprexka unu
Lepksu Bora Ilapos u MaiuH.

JTromuaH Konebancs, BEIPDazKeHune ero jinia INOCTOAHHO MEHSAJIOCE.

HakoHell, OH IPUHSAT pellleHne. B3siB KHUTY, OH BHIIIEN 13 KaOWHEeTa 1 HalpaBUJICSA B CIIAJIbHIO
ABpOpEL.

OH coOupacs CIpoCuTh ABPOPY HAIIPSMYIO.

*Tyk! Tyk! Tyk!*

JIroMuaH COTHYIJI I1aJiel] ¥ ITOCTy4aJl B IBEPb.

— Bouigute, — pa3gancs romoc ABPOpHI.

JIioMuaH MOBEPHYJ PYYKY U TONKHYJ [IBePh, YTOOHI BOUTH. [Ipu SIpPKOM CBETE HACTOIHHOU JIaMIIEI
ABpopa, ofeTas B xJI04aTo0yMakKHYIO IIUKaMy U3 OBYX YaCTel, II0Bsi3aB CBOU 30JI0TUCTLIE BOJIOCH!
000IKOM, YBIEYEHHO MKCala PacCKaa.

— OTO THI BeIpe3aja? — cupocui JItoMuaH, IpepBaB CECTPY, IPeXae YeM OHa yCIiejia 3arOBOPUTh.

— A? — ABpopa B 3aMellIaTeILCTBe 00epPHYJIach, €€ ria3a ObUIM MyCTHIMU U OTPEIIeHHBIMHU, KaK
Oy[aTO OHa BCE ellé HaXOAUIach B IIIyOOKON 3aAyMYUBOCTH.

JIroMuaH NPOTSHY el IePEeBEePHYTYI0 Ha COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO CTPAHULY KHUTY U IIPUCTaIbHO
IIOCMOTPE B r11a3a ABpope.

— Tr1 He BrIpe3ana 3T0?



ABpopa HECKOJIBKO CEKYH] BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTPEJIa Ha HEro, 3aTeM IIOAHAJIA I''Ta3a OT YOOBOJIBCTBHUA.

— Heyxenu MHe OBIIIO TaK CKy4YHO, YTOOH 51 3aHMMAJIach Y4eM-TO MOJoOHKIM? B oTnuuue ot Tebs, 5
yPaBHOBEIIEHHAs, B3POCyasi ¥ C LIUPOKUM KPYT030POM.

Peaxktust ABpopsI OblIa €CTECTBEHHOM, OHA He BRITJISAeNIa YOIUBIEHHON UTM B3BOJTHOBAHHOM TE€M, YTO
eé TalHa OblTa packpeiTa. JIloMHaH He CKPBIBAJI CBOETO 3aMeIIaTeNIbCTBA B CIPOoCuil: — Ho KTo Mor
BBEIPE3aTh CIIOBa M3 CUHEN KHUTH?

— He 1o Tu? — ABpopa oIleHHBaloIIe IIOCMOTPesNa Ha OpaTta. — IIpoynTaB MOM pOMaH, THI 3afyMall
IogpaXkaTh MPOYUTAHHOMY ¥ BHIPE3aTh CJI0BA U3 KHUT U Ta3eT, YTOOKI CO3aTh CIIy4aiHOe MMMUChbMO U
pasbIrpaTh BCIO JepeBHI0. Ho mepeq 3TUM THI XOTeJ POBEPUTH, CMOXKEIITh JIX Thl 00MaHyTh MeHs? Th
ITPOBEPSIEITh MOU [eTyKTUBHBEIE CIIOCOOHOCTH?

«He moxoxke, 4TO 3TO AEUCTBUTEIBHO OE/I0 PYK ABPOpEHL...», — JIFOMHAaH NPUCTaIbHO CMOTPEI Ha
7uI0 ABPOPHI, HE YIIyCKasl HU MaJedInero u3MeHeHus, HO urpa CecTphl Oblyia 6e3ympeyHa.

— 910 He . — JltoMuaH HaxMypuscs. — KTo xe Mor 3T0 cenaTth?

ABpopa yIbIOHYTack.

— [Ipomomnxkaii urpaTh B CBOX MaJ€HbKYI0 UTPYy. MHe HYyKHO 3aKOHYUThL PYKONUCh. Ecnu 3aBTpa y
MeHS OyZeT BpeMsi, s ToMory Tebe TOKOIaThCS [0 UCTHUHBL.

«Hcnonbp3ys 9KCTpaopauHapHbe cpencTsa?» — JIloMuaH MojI4a IIOATBEPAUII €€ CJI0Ba U lepecTall
MeIllaTh CeCTpe TBOPUTh.

B3sB cuHew KHHUTY, OH BEPHYJICSA B CBOIO HEOCBEIIEHHYIO KOMHATY 3ad MIMChMEHHEIN CTOJI.

— Kro GBI 9T0 MOT OBITE? — [Tofl cBeTOM OarpoBoii MyHH JIfoMuaH MpobopMoTal, HITasiCh CaenaTh
BBIBOIHI.

«MBI — CeMbs U3 IBYX YeJI0BeK. ABpopa — Mar ¢ HeOObLYHBIMHU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU. OHa He MTO3BOJIUT
IPYTUM pPa3rpabuTh HAIl IOM...»

«Ecnu 3TO IeNCTBUTENBHO HE OHA, TO, II0 €€ CJI0BaM, «KOTAa TH MCKJII0Yaelllb HEBO3MOXKHOE, BCE, YTO
OCTa€eTCAd U €CTh IIpaBaa».

«3HAYUT, B Clly4ae, KOTMia eCTh TOJIHKO [IBa BAPMAHTA, S JeMCTBUTEIBHO TOT, KTO 3TO CHEIAN?»

Ha MrHoBeHue JIroMHaHy 3TO MOKA3aJIoCh aOCYPOHBIM U CMEITHBIM.



«3HauuTt, 1 — "npectynHuk"? [ToyemMy s 3TOro He 3HAN?»

He ynepxaBumics, JIloMuaH TOBEPHYJICS U TOCMOTPEN Ha 3ePKaJjio BO BeCh POCT, IPUKPEIIEHHOe K
mKkady.

[Tox 6GarpoBLHIM CBETOM JIYHH €I0 OTPaXKeHue B 3epKajie OBIIO OIeTO B IbHSIHYI pyOaIlKky u
KOpHUYHeBBle OpIoKK. Ha ero KpacuBEIX yepTax He ObIIO YIIBIOKH, a BhIpaXkKeHue Julla ObIIo
HEHOPMAJTbHO TSI2KEJIBIM.

OH OBITT COBEPIIIEHHO YBEPEH, YTO He BEIpe3asl COIepKUMOe U3 KHUTH.

YT00BI HCKITFOUUTD TaKyI0 BOSMO2KHOCTB, OH ITepeCMOTPE]I CBOU IIE€PEXKMUBAHUA 3a MIOCIIEOHUM MECSII.

HYCTL OH U yCIIen 1103a0bITh OeTajy, HO OH BCE ellé OB YBEPEH, YTO HE 3aHUMAJICA HOJI[OGHBIM.

Kymasick B 6arpoBOM CBETE JIyHBI, IPOHUKAIOIIEM Yepe3 OKHa, JIloMraH TpobopMoTar mpo cebsi:
—MoxeT ObITh, s CeJal 9T0, HaXOAsiCh B 0eCCO3HATEILHOM COCTOSTHUKM? CMOTpPS Ha 3TOT COH, ,
BO3MOXKHO, MOTY XOIMTh 1 HasBY?.. HeT, 9To HeBO3MOKHO. ABpopa CcKa3sasla, 4To OyaeT CIequTh 3a
MHOU. Ecnu OBl 5T efCTBUTENILHO XOMKII BO CHE M pa3pe3all KHUTY, OHa OBl cefyac XKe yKas3asia Ha
3T0. Kpome TOro, muchMO JOIKHO OBITIO OBITH OTIIPABIIEHO HHEM. B 9T0 BpeMs s1 00pCTBal.

Jlromuan OTCTPAHUIICA ¥ ITOOYMaJll O APYTUX BO3MOXKHOCTAX.

«MozxKeT OBITh, ITPUIIENT KTO-TO IPYTO#?»

XoT4 y uX ceMbu 00BIYHO OBLIO Majo rocTel, 3TO He 03Haydaslo, 4YTo UX He ObLIO0 BoOoOIIe.

Bo-miepBrix, 6os1ee GeiHbIE COCEON IPUXOAUIH OOIKHUTD MTeYb UIIH IYXOBKY, YTOOB KOITUTh MSICO
WY Ieusn xie0.

Bo-BTOpHIX, APY3bs JItoMUaHa BpeMs OT BPEMEHHU IIPUXOOUIN K HEMY B JJOM, YTOOH HAaWTH KaKue-
HUOYIb TPOCThIE POMAHEI AJIS YTEHUS UJIM MTOCNTYIIATh €r0 PacCKashl.

Hakonerl, Hazenu, magam [Iyanuc u elfé HECKOJIBKO IaM BpeMs OT BpeMeHHU HaBelllaau ABpOpY,
yT0oOH T0OecemoBaTh C Hed. M3 Hux MamaMm Ilyanuc mpuxonuia 4aiie Bcex. OHa gaxe OgoKuila
ABpope noHH, 4TOOB ABpopa Morja CBOOOTHO €30UTh B TOPEl. OHM ORI O4eHb OJIM3KH.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, B TaKOU iepeBHe, Kak Kopay, TobKO TakKo aBTOp, Kak ABpopa, Obljla JOCTOMHA
npyx0u Mafmam [lyanuc.

Bremne mapam [lyanuc BHITIgAena 04YeHb IPUBETINBOM, YAaCTO I'Pejlach Ha COTHBIIIKE BMECTE C



OPYTHMH XKeHIIWHaMHU, 00JITala C HUMH U JaXKe JIOBUJIa C HUMH Blied. Y Heé Oblyia XopoIas
pernyTauus B JepeBHe.

Xotst MmapaM [Tyanuc u ABpopy MOKHO OBIIO CYMTATh IOAPYramMu, JIloM1aHy OHa COBCEM He
HpaBuiack. Mapam Ilyanuc gacto npencrasnsiaa ABpope Koro-HuOyab U3 CBOUX POACTBEHHUKOB U
yroBapuBaja €€ IIOCKOpee BHIUTU 3aMyX U 3aBECTU JeTel.

Bce Gb HUYEro, ecnu OB POICTBEHHUKM MafaM Ilyamuc OBITH XOPOLINMHE, HO KaXK Ikl pas,
paccnpammuBas JliomuaHa B [Japuxe, oH y0exKmascs, 4To y TOro aubo II0Xou XxapakTep, 11ubo He
OYeHb XopoIre crnocodHocTH. OHM OBLIM TOTOBEI BIIACTh B HUIIETY, ¥ HUKTO M3 HUX HE BHIIEPXKUBAT
KPUTHUKH.

B03M0XKHO, TIEPBHIH CiTy4ail OBIT CITy4alHBIM, HO, IIOCKOJIBKY 3TO IIPOUCXOAMIIO KAkl pa3, JIloMuaH
IIPOHUKCST HEHABUCTHIO K MafaM [lyamuc.

«TeM, KTO IPUXOOUT CIOfla KOITHUTh MSICO WM ITe4b XJ1e0, TOUHO He YIacTCs. 3a HUMHU BCerma KTo-TO
crnenut. MM He pa3pelnat NOAHATHCSA Ha BTOPOU 3TaxX... PeMyH[, 9Ba U OCTaJIbHbIE TOXKE
MaJIOBEPOSATHEIE [10JI03pEeBaeMeble. f UX IIOCTOSHHO COIPOBOXAall... Y MafgaM Ilyanuc, Hazens u
OpyTuXx fgaM ObUIM OoIpefieNieHHble MaHCckH. Kaxapi pa3, Korga oHu OymyT IpuxoauTh, ABpopa OymeT
IepzKaTh UX B KabWHeTe, YTOOH OHM YTO-TO YUTA/IH, ITI0Ka OHA TOTOBUT KaKyl0-HUOYOb 3aKyCKY...»

«Ecnu mapam Ilyanuc meicTBUTENHHO BeIbMa, TO BIIOJIHE MTOHSATHO, YTO el He00XO0UMO CKPHIBATh
CBOIO INYHOCTH OT BlacTeli. KpoMe TOro, 0Ha 0YeHb OCTOPOKHO HUCIIONL3YyeT UyKUe CUHKE KHUTH,
4yTOOLI €€ He BEIYUCIIUIHU...»

«Y3Hasa 1 OHa 4TO-TO, KOrfia ¥ Heé OblT poMaH ¢ ITagpe? Heyxenu e MpUIIIIOCH 3aIUIIATh Ce0s
TaKUM 00pa3oM?»

Yewm Gosbiiie 0H myMait 06 9ToM, TeM 0osible Hampsirancs. EMy Ka3anoch, YTO OH BOT-BOT BRIMIET Ha
TIO03PEeBAEMOTO.

OH BcTa, caesnal HECKOILKO I1aroB U BOPYT CIIyCTHUIICA II0 JIECTHHUIIE.

OH He X0TeJ JompauMBaTh MafgaMm Ilyanuc 1 He coOupascs ceidac 1e3Th B e€ feja. BMecTo 3Toro oH
cobuparcs Hatu PelimyHna unu ['mitoMa-MIadInero 1, UCIOIb3ys UX CHHUE KHUTH [IJIT CPaBHEHUS,
OTIPeneNuTh, KaKre CJI0Ba OBIIM BEIPE3aHBl U KaKoe MPeaIokeHne MOXKHO OBIJI0O COCTABUTE.

Takum 06pa30M, JIroMuaH MOT BOCCO3aTh TOYHOE comepxKaHue HpOCB6bI O IIOMOIIIHX.

OH Opocuscsi BHU3 T10 JIECTHUIIE, IIPOILIET Yepe3 KYXHIO U PaclaxHyJ BXOOHYIO OBEPb.

BarpOBa;{ TEeMHOTa CHAPY2KH BOPBAJIaCk BHYTPb, MTHOBEHHO YCIIOKOHUB €T'0.



— CecTpa CKa3ajla, 4TO ITOKa MBI Pa30epEMCS C COBOI, MHE He CTOUT BHIXOMUTH Ha YIIUIY IOCTIE
HACTYIJIEHUST TEMHOTEL... — mpo6opmoTan Jltomuas. OH chesan gBa IIara Ha3aj ¥ 3aKPhUT ABEPb.

B nioboM criy4ae, He CTOMJIO TOPOMUTHCS OpaTh CHHEI0O KHUTY. ByneT HopManbHO OyHeT coenaTh 3TO
3aBTpa.

[ToTsnyBucCe, JIroMuaH HanpaBuiCs K JIeCTHULIE.

*[MHb-IUHb-IUHb-TUHE ! *

B mBeph MO3BOHMIIH, 3BYK 3XOM PA3HECCS IO JOMY.

— Krto Tam? — JltoMuaH B 3aMelaTeIbCTBe 00EPHYIICS U, TOJOUMNS K OIBEPH, T03BaJl.

CHapyXu pa3falcs cjierka MarHeTUYeCKUM U HEXKHBIY KEeHCKUU I'0J10C.

— 3ro 1, [Tyanuc me Pokdop.
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