— Baxa-xa-xa, Kak 3mech mpocTopHo! [laxke ofiexkna He ObIPsSIBasi, Takoe BooOIIe OhIBAeT? -
Beraromuii 1o 3a1y ¢ pacCTaBlIeHHBIMUA PyYKaMHU B3POCTIBIM MyXK4YKWHa IPHUBIEeKall HEOOHO3HAYHbIE
B3TJISIIBI KAXKI0T'0, KOMY OH TIOIafasics Ha rna3a. C OMHOM CTOPOHHI, OH OBII ODHUM M3 KOMaHAWPOB
Apmuu [1epBOOBITHOTO, TO €CTh MOEHM apMUH, a C APYTou...ITakuT ObIT HaTypalbHO COABUHYTHIM
YeJI0BEKOM.

— Ta-Ta-Ta-Ta, a Begb B 3TOM KOPOJIEBCKOM 3ajie PAHbIIe MOJIKHEI ObIIA MPa3IHOBATh TPA3MHUKH?
M4 ceffyac TaHIyeM, Kak JIIOU U3 3HATHOTO COCIOBUs! - CHOP/K OBINT €r0 HeOOJIBIITNM aHTUIIOLOM.
Takoii ke 6e3yMHBIH, ¥3-3a YET0 JI0IU 3HATHOTO COCJIOBUS, O KOTOPHLIX OH TOBOPHJI, CMOTPENIM Ha HUX
nBoux ¢ GONBIIMM LIOKOM. BripoueM, 3a06uB Ha TeX, KTO MEeHSI OTBJIEKal, s CIIOKOWHO B3TJISTHYJ Ha
Koporns aToro 6e3ycnoBHo KoponeBcTBa, Kydy 3HaTH, KOTOPYIO OH IIPUHUMAN Y ce0si, U...Ha TPYIIBI
CTPaXXHUKOB, KOTOPHIE OBIIA YOUTHI CTOSIIIUM THXO0 Y CTEHOUYKH OpP30M.

— YT0 X, IpaBUTENIU 3TOTO OCTPOBA, & TakXKe THyCHeNIe U3 paboBnafenblies... - Ho HayaB Auanor,
IIPUBIIEK BHUMaHUE yKe 51, a He Oeraloliye 1o Kpyry ncuxu. BMecTe ¢ 9TUM 3aJ1 OKaTUIT yKac. -
Tak... B 4eM mpu4mHa Toro, yto Tekuny Bynbd Hayamu CTPOUTH IPSIMO C Bac?

Koponp, Ha KOTOPOTO S U CMOTPEJI, C HaTypaJIbHBIM y2KacoM IocMOoTpesl Ha Op3a, KOTOPHIYA HeJaBHO
mepefan eMy Moe IIOCIaHue, U JaXKe He 3Hall, KaK ceiliyac pearupoBarth.

— B yeM...cob6cTBeHHO po0eMbl? IToyeMy Bbl XOTHUTE...CBEPIrHYTh MEHS C IIpecTofia. [laxe ecliu Bhl
palbkI ¢ TOTO CaMoro, YTO Bh OyHeTe fenaTh C 3TOM BIACThi0? - ET0 BOJTHOBAJIO TOJIBKO 3TO. - 5
BBIJIETIIO IeHeT. MHOT0, MHE BHIIEJISIIOT OTPOMHBIE CYMbI B KaUeCTBE CIIOHCOPCTBA CTPOUTENILCTBA
MOC...

— P-p-p-p* - Ilo 3amy pa3oiuencs peik Op3a...cllerka OTOOBAHYBIINUCH OT CTEHB], 3aCTABUB JIIOfeN
3aIpOKAaTh U CJIeTKa 3aBU3KaTh, OH, OMHAKO, IIPOCTO IIOIOABUHYJICS KO MHE, U HAKJIOHUJICS TaK,
yTOORI OBIIO ymoOHee roBOpUTh. - CUNIbHBEIN Bocc crymaTh 3Ty c1abyio YeloBeYnHy, YTOOb HalyTraTh
ellle CUJIbHEE U BHIIIUIO BCe caMoe HEBKYCHOe? §1 coenaTh 9TO HAMHOTO OBRICTpee, pa3peluTe MHe? -
MeTHYB cpa3y e B3IJIsI[ B €r0 CTOPOHY, Y HET'0 PE3KO CXKAIUCh 3payKy, U TYT XKe OTOIBUHYIICS B
CTOPOHY, TIOfaIbIIIe.

— { Xe gerai 3TO BCe He pafid IeHeT U He AJIg TOro, YTOOH! IIPOCTO 3amyraTsh, - [I0OKPHIB IOAYIIeYKH
naJiblieB BOJIeH U BEICTaBUB PYKHU B CTOPOHBI, S OCTAHOBHUJI IPOOETramIinX MUMO MeHS Bllafie/IbIleB
BOJIU. - JTO IPUHIUIEL.. I Y3Hato nodyemy Tekuna Bynabg Hadancs c 3Toro 0CTpoBa, ¥ APyroro
BapuaHTa OBITh He MOXKeT. Tak CIIPOIy CHOBA, ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 HafleloCch He OyAeT HU OMHOTO JIUIIHETO
CJI0Ba.

Hyx*

BrITammB KaMeHHYI0 KaTaHy C I10sica U IIOCTaBUB ee Ha 11071, 1 00pa30Ba MaCCUBHYIO CETh TPEIIUH.
HakoHeII-To, 3TOr0 CTajio JOCTAaTOYHO. 3ampoxkaBiiuii Koposb cxkal KylnaKy, ¥ CKPUBHII JIUIIO, KaK
HACTOSIIINH BOJIEBOM YeJIOBEK.

-— IIpocTo moTomy 4TO 5 IePBEIH, KTO Bolten B Coio3 Koponeit! {1 cuabnun IIpaBUTeNbCTBO IyUIINMU



pecypCamu, 4 BEJINKHUM YeoBek. 1 Telnepb 4To BI/I}Ky? BMmecTo TOr0, YTOORI TOMOTaTh MHE
OTOMBATHCS OT HOJIOGHHX BaM, OHH IIOCTPOUJIX JIMIIb HECKOJIBKO CBOUX 0a3 B 9TOM Mope!

CKoCHUB B3TJIS[ K CTOAIIEeMYy Imoofanb HaTyHy, u qoOMBIINCE OT HET'O KMBKA, Cpa3y e CHesar Iar
BIIEpE[I.

— I'me oTu 6a3wl [IpaBuTENBCTBA? - 3aKMHYB KaTaHy Ha IJIe40, S JOLIes IPSIMUKOM [0 TPOHA U
II0JIOKUJI HOTY Ha NMOAJIOKOTHUK, Ha KOTOPOU Jiexana pyKa 3TOro IPSHHOTO, HO CTOMKOI'0 YeJI0BeKa.

— I'me-rme... - Ho He BOJIHOBaTHCS OH He MOT. [IpUCIOHUB PyKy, YTO JiexKajla Ha MeCTe MOel HOTH, K
T'PYAU, OH OTBEJ B3TJIAM. - Ha MecTax, Kyfa [OJIXKHBI OBIJTM CTPOUTH MOCTEL. YTOOH! Cpa3dy YCUITUTh
HaJ30p Haf pabaMu ¥ YBeIUYUTD UX MPUTOK. UeM moibie O MOCT CTPOUJICS, TeM OBICTpee OBl 3TO
[esanoch, a Tenepb...OHN faxe He IOA03peBaiy, YTO CTPOUTEIBCTBO IPEKPATUTHCA Ha TAKOM 3Talle,
OHM Xe [laxke IMPUCJIAIA 3TOT0 MOT'YIIeCTBEHHOr0 PpyKTOBKMKa. OH TOBOPUJI, YTO CMOXKET OCTaHOBUTH
m060T0 B 9TOM MODE, @ YTO 5 BUXKY...KaKOU-TO IIapeHb, KOTOPOMY HET ¥ TPUALIATH, He TOIHKO
no0eusl TaM BCeX, HO ¥ YIPOXKaeT Temepb MoeMy 3aKOHHOMY mpecTony? Jla s o HaceCTBY
TIOJIYYHJI ITPABO Ha 3TOT TPOH, B Tebe eCTh XOTh KaKasi-Ta KaIis ronyooi Kkposu?...YmMm-m! M-M-M-M!

Kopoibh MOMEHTaNbHO 3aTKHYJICS, KaK TOJIBKO €0 3a POXKY IIOMHSIIK C TPoHa. Ho ORI 9TO He 4, a
CHOpIH, CBOUMH 6e3YMHEIMH T7Ia3aMH CPa3y K€ YCTAaBUBIIMKCS IPSIMO B JINIIO MYKYHUHEL...B 9TOM U
Ob1710 ero otnuune ¢ [TakutoM. Bornee pe3kuil u ncuxoBaHHEIHM. OH JaXke Hayasl TOKPEIBATh TOJIOBY
KOPOJISI HHEEM.

—Boccy He HyxHa rony6asi KpoBb. OH 4es0BeK, B OTJIMUKY OT BCEX Bac.

Bax*

Pe3ko B3MaxHyB PyKOM, OH C 3aMETHOX CUJIOU OTKUHYJI KOPOJId B CTOPOHY BCEX JIIOAEU 3HATHOTO
pofia...0oqHaKo [oJIeTell 40 HUX YKe 3aMOPOXKEHHBIM HauYUCTO KYCOK JIbJja, He TOJIbKO ITO[HAB BOU Ha
BECh KOPOJIEBCKUM OBOPEL], HO ¥ €XUIHO 3apXKaB, IPUTOM TakK, CJIOBHO OH CTy4as 3y0aMu OT X0JIofa.
Hy a TonmpKO g IOCMOTpEN Ha HETO CYXUM B3TJISAOM...

— M= y3HaeM Bce, 4To KacaeTtcs 0a3 [IpaBuTeIbCTBa, KaXKAyIo AeTalb KaKylo TOJIBKO MOXKHO, faxkKe
y3HaeM CKOJIBKO B 3TOM Mope 6a3 [lo3opa!

— Baxa-xa-xa, bocc, a Befib eCTh ellle Koe-4T0, YTO BaM CTOUT 3HaTh! - C APyroi CTOPOHH KO MHE
nopOezxan yxe [Takut. - Korma ypopen [leiimoc, He BH [lefiMoc, IpyTOM, HAC chal, y Hac OBII0
0CO0EHHOE OpYKUe, KOTOPOe MH 3a0parsu...JagHo, yKpanu, u3 Bano. Mbl gaxe morafibiBaeMcsi Te
OHM MOTYT HaXOIUThCH...HE TAK YXK Maneko, - [IomoOpaBImch K MOEMY YXY, IIOCIIEIHIOI YacTh OH yX&Ke
IIPOIIeNnTal.

9T0 OBLIO...CTIOKHO.



BBIIOXHYB ¥ CEB Ha MeCTO KOPOJIs, S IPUKPHII JIULO OT 9TUX HEeyIPaBlIseMbIX II0OeH, ¥ ITPOCTO
B3MaXOM PYKM 3aCTaBUJI BCEX PA30UTHUCH. [laxKe He IPOIIO U CeKyHAH!, KakK [Takut u CHOpInu, yxe
W3Y4YUBIINE HAaU3yCTh 3TO OBUKEHNE, IPEBPATUIIUCh B CBOU 3JIEMEHTHI, ¥ yJIETEJIU Ky4a-TO B IBEPH.
Op3, Kak Cledyolumi Bojie oTlla pe6eHoK, cpa3y Ke Hayasl MOATOHSTE JII0fiell BEICIIIETO COCJIOBHUS Ha
BHIXO[I. YII/IK [laXKe OPYTde MOM IIOAYMHEHHEIe, U 0CTajICd JIUIlb OfuH Priaps HaTyH.

— ...YopaBneHre OCTPOBOM He caMasi BaXKHas [JIs HaIlero IJlaHa JeTajb, - 3arOBOPHUII OH, KaK
TOJIBKO $I TTOKA3aJl U3-TI0f CBOEH JafoHU OOUH TJa3. - Ans0pyc yrpaBnsan GI0TOM U3 MOPS,
IIOCKOJIBKY OBLIT MUpaTOM. OTOT METO YIIpaB/IeHus faXe U3LICKaHHee, 4eM y aTux Koponel, s Obl
Ha3BaJ ero...MmnepaTopom Mops. OTnruHOoe Ha3BaHMe. U 3a NmogbMu ClIequTh He 0c060 HYXKHO,
IIPOCTO MOXKHO 3a0upaTh HaHb C UX TeppuTopuii. OH He gesalt 3TO TOJIBKO 110 TOM IPUYUHE, YTO OBLI
HEMHOT0...Xa0THYEeH.

— [la...THl IpaB, YIPaBIATh BCEM HYXKHO U3 MODS, [I0-APYTOMY He IOIy4YUThLCS, - BEIIOXHYB U yOpaB
TIaIOHb C JIWIIA, S 3aKUHYJ HOTY Ha HOTY U CJIeTKa 3afiyMascs. - Ha 9ToM 0CTpoBe HOIKHO GHITh
MHOT'0 CPEJICTB [IJIs HaIllero JaJibHelnero pocra. CHavasa, IpeObiBas 37eCh, MBI PEIINM BCe BazKHEIE
BOIIPOCH! KacaTeIbHO HAIleT0 BHIXOMa B MOPE, YTOOR! He YIIaCTh B IPSA3b JIUIIOM, a IIOTOM...yCTPAHUM
0a3nl [Jo3opa u [IpaBUTEILCTBA.

— OrtpagHo cibimaTh. Torga s cofepy Bcex 3THX...BHICOKO POXKIEHHBIX, U COOEPY C KaXKOOoro
uHpopManuio. U emre u3ydy BOIPoC HaCYeT MUPATOB. EC/IM MOCT CTPOSIT, YTOOH M30eraTb CaMuX
IIMPATOB B MOPE, TO BIIOJIHE BO3MOXKHO Y Hac OymeT MPHUTOK I0HT, - Y MaxHyB pyKoH, s man HaTyHy
KapT-OJIaHII Ha BCe MEeMCTBUS.

Tenepb XKe...0TOOXHYB, ITOMBIBIIKCE ¥ BCIIOMHHUB KAKOT'O 3TO, OBITH YEJIOBEKOM, ST Hadall peniaTth
CTOdAIINE Ha HepBOfI II0JIOCE BaXKHOCTHU BOIIPOCEHI. HepBBIM OeJIoM...

— Bocc, ecnu Bce ke XOTUTE YCABIIIATh O MedaX, KOTOPhIe Y HAaC YKpasid, TO S MOT 3aHSATLCS 3TUM
BomrpocoM cam! - [TossBuBIIIeeCs B 3ajie 00/1aK0 Iecka CopMUPOBAJIOCh B UeI0BeKaA. - f1 CHIBIIIAI, YTO
VX pacIpefesiuiiy 10 KOPOoJieBCTBaM, KOTOpHIe BoUIIu B cocTaB CoBeTa Koporeii. U BOT
NOATBEePXKAEHNEe 3TOro (akTa, -- BEITalluB W3-3a COMHEI HOXKHEIL, OH ITOKa3asl...0O0Hy U3 KaTaH CTPaHHI
BaHo, KOTOpYI0 MEI ¥ IIpaBfa y HUX yKpanu. [laxxe IOMHIO ee IPOKJISITAE - OH BEICaChlBajla He BOJIIO
BOOPYKEHHUS, a CUIIy BoJIX HabmoneHus, cOMBasi HaTypaJibHO TOJIOBY C TOJKY. B3ameH maBana
XOPOIIYIO CIIOCOOHOCTHL Pe3aTh MoAo0HO pa3yMy, TO eCTh BCe, YTO yrogHo. J[laxke 6e3 HaBHIKOB
MEUYHUKOB.

— ...Tak BBl XOTUTE BepHYTh cebe 9TU KIMHKHU, UK BCE XK€ MIPOJO0JIKaTh UCII0Ib30BaTh, TE, KOTOPEIE
nan BaM si? - CKpeCcTUB PYKU Ha TPyaH, g BeiBen [lakuTa Ha KPUBYIO YIIBIOKY.

— IM...KaKoe OBl XOpoIllee OpyKKe Y Hac C BaMU He I0JIy4asioch, ¥ KakK OBl s He OBII Paf, YTO BHI
Ienany ero U3 MOero Mmecka, fapys KJIMHKaM CBOMCTBO OCYLIEHUS U pa3pyIlIeHus, HO BCe kKe
HUKAKOM MeY He CPAaBHUTHCS C TEM, B KOTOPHIM BIOXKUIM AyII, OYKBaIbHO, Baxa-Xa-Xa... A BOT eCu
OBl OTHANH JTy4llleMy MEYHUKY, YTO MbI 3HaeM, 3pGeKT OblI ObI TPOCTO IMOTPSCAIOLTE !

— JlagHo...9TV Me4u ¥ IIpaBfa JIydlle



[TomoOHBIX MEJIOUHEBIX PEIIeHUH, OMHAKO, OBITI0 BeJIMKOEe MHOXKECTBO, ¥ 6J1aro ux Bce OBIJIO OYEHb
IIPOCTO PelIaTh:

— OueHb TPyHHEIHA Bompoc, bocc, uTo menaTh ¢ 6oraTeiMu mogbMu KoposeBcTBa? OHU IBITAIOTCS
c6exkaTh C JeHbraMu, Kak IMOCTYIINM?

— Ilyckaii 6eryT...be3 nener.

Ho uHorma ObIIM BOIIPOCH ¥ HE TO YTOORI CJI0KHEIE, HO...IIONCTHHE pa3apaxKalollue.

— Bort u [TepBOOBITHBIH...XaX, BIAaCTh ¥ IIpaBaa Obljla 3axBayeHa pabaMu, Haxke CMEIIHO IyMaTh O
TOM, YTO CJIYyYUTHCSI C 9TUM MeCTOM, - B 3an npusenu [Jo3opHbIX. Kak 0Ka3anoch, Ha 0OCTPOBe Obla
nx 0a3a, oHU 3amuiiany KoponeBCcTBo...Hy, HACKOJIBKO 3TO TOIHKO OBIJIO BO3MOXKHO, YUUTHIBAS, UTO
3a MocjegHue Mapy OJHEeU, OHU IPUIIIK TONbKO ceitdac. [Iputom 6e3 opyxus. HaTyH, KOTOPHBI UX
IIpUBeJI, 3aX0TeNl Y3HaTh MOe pellleHre OTHOCUTEJIbHO HUX.

— Tax BHI XOTHTE...4TOOBI MBI IIPOJOJIKAJIM BaM IJIATHUTh, @ BBl HE TOBOPUJIA O TOM, YTO BJIACTh B 9TOM
MecTe OBljIa 3aXBaueHa HaMu?

- Hy pa! TonbKo caMu IOHUMaeTe, He B IIPOCTOe BpeMs XKUBeM. ECid KTO IPO3HAaEeT, YTO MEL JeJlaeM,
Hac cpady Ha 3Ia¢0T MyCTSIT, I03TOMY 3a IIPOCTO MOT4aHKWe MEl BO3bMeM 0oJiblle, yeM Opasu 3a
IIPOCTYIO OXPaHy 9TUX TePPUTOpPUii. A-a ecnu yobeTe Hac, To [[030p 04eHb OBICTPO 00 3TOM MPO3HAET,
ocTajbHBEIe 6a3bl Cpa3y OTIPaBsAT ciofa GoT!

— B aTom Tonbko mmtockl, bocc, - 3aroBopunt HaTyH, Kak TOJBKO 3aTKHYJI ITHpaTa MOA3aThIIbHUKOM. -
B 3TOM KOpOIEBCTBE €CTh KPEIIOCTH, MBI JIETKO HamuM 60i. OcobeHHO KaK TOIBKO HaeauMCs [0
OTBaJla, ITOCJIe 9TOTO HY OOWH NO30PHHEIM B 9TOM MOpE Hac He OCTAaHOBHUT. f CIIbIIan 3mech BoooO1ie
HET CUJIBHBIX PebsT. [Tyckall mpUnisiBeT GIIOT, MBI TOTOMIKM.

Ero cnoBa sBHO yauBuiu [1030pHBIX

— ...IlocTpouTs 31madoT ¥ MyCTUTL UX Ha HETO!

OHu ObLIM IIpaBHI TOJIBKO B OIHOM...KaK TOJIbKO IIPUKa3 IIPHUIle] B UCIIOJIHEHNeE, HA Hac U IIpaBfa
BRIIBUHYICS G110T. Bosee coTHU Kopabiieil OKPYKUIX OCTPOB, OKKYIIMPOBAJIH IIOPT, BOT TOJIBKO
HUKOTO JIeMCTBUTENILHO CAJILHOTO He OblJI0. HaM He NMpuInoch UCIOIb30BaTh Aaxke M0Ib30BaTesen
IIPOBUHYTOU BOJIH...

— B3poI-biB! - JIKIL OOUH Y€NI0BEK, CITIOCOOHBIN ITpeBpalaTh YaCTUYKKU CBOETO Tejla BO B3PHIBYATKY,
oTHenui oT ce0s BOJIOCHHKY, ¥ Cpa3y XkKe YHUYTOXKHUJII BCeX, KTO IbITasIcs 00 Hac 00CTpensaTh, 11ubo
BBICAIMTHLCS Ha OCTPOB. JTO OblyIa faxke He mobema. Mel He MOTePSINIA HUKOTO M HUYero, a HeCKOJIbKO
Pa3pyIIeHHBIX OCMOTPUTEILHEIX OallleH ¥ CTeH OBIIO Jaxke He XKajKo. MBI He COOMpauch HUYTO
BOCCTAHABJIUBAThH, ¥ IIPOCTO TOTOBUIKCH HAKOHEI Ha...COTHIHM moxoH. ToIbKo Ha 3TOT pa3 B MOpe, Ha



0a3bl HAIIUX IIPOTUBHUKOB M OJIA 3aXBaTd BCEX TeppI/ITopI/II;I.

Ho nepen 3TuM Bce e BO3HHKIIA OHA HEMPeOBHUIeHHAs BCTPeyYa.

— Bocc, TyT mapeHexk...rOBOPUT XOYET CTATh MUPATOM. JTO MEPBHIM KaHAUAAT, KOTOPHIN Y HAC OB,
Oymem ero 6path? - [IcuxoBaHHEIN CHOP/IM, TOXUXUKUBAIOIIKY OT BUA MajlbyuKa C pa36UTEIMU
KyJaKaM¥, COOOIIXII O TOM, YTO ITapeHeK Ha BCIO YJIUIy KpuyaJl, ¥ IpeciefoBal 1o00oro mupara, ¢
HaneXJo¥ BCTyNUTh B KoMaHAy. C HUMU XKe OH U gpacs, YTOOH JOKa3aTh CBOI0 KPYTOCTb.

C ogHou CTOPOHEI COIINIAK...d C npyroﬁ Ha BO3PaAcCT 4 He CMOTPIO YK€ CIIMIIKOM OAdBHO.

— Kak TBO€ nMs, mapeHs?

— Ica# 1. I'upeon! 1 xouy cTaTh MUPATOM, ¥ CAMbIM CBOOOJHLIM YeJI0BEKOM Ha IjIaHeTe!

— Ta-ta-ta! T'oBopuT, Kak AnbOpyc. Y mHUIIMAI 9TOT...0H BPOjie TOBOPUJI O TOM, YTO Y HETO TaKoM XKe
€CTb, ¥ 0 TOM, 4YTO B ra3eTax ero IpoCTO CKPBIIU, CTPAHHO...

CyxuM B3TJISIOOM, B KOTOPOM He OBIII0 0c000T0 MHTEpeca, TOCMOTPEB Ha HUX [IBOUX, U MTOJIOXKUB
TOJIOBY Ha PYKY, S IIPUIIOMHUII TeX, KTO Hajld cephe3Heimuii 60 [IpaBUTENbCTBY B CBOE BPEMSI.
HocuTtenu nHuUIMANa, a TaK¥Xke Irepou...0b110 OBl MDOHUYHO MPUHSTL pebeHKa Ha 00 ¢
[TpaBuTENHCTBOM, UTOOLI BHOBB IIOBTOPUIACH CTAapast UCTOPHS.

— JTo6po moxKanochk B apMUIO, MaJIBIII ['HAEO0H.

— OrpomMmHoe cniacu6o, Bocc ITepBoObITHEI!.. @ KaK Bac JIy4lle Ha3bBaTh, Bce Xke bocc,
[TepBoOBITHEIY UK mydlile Kanutan?

— Kak yropno TBoe# myie. Thl pa3Be xo4elb ObITh OrpaHudYeHHBIM? - OT CJIOB Ha JIKlle TapHs
BbIJIe3JIa CUIbHAS yNbiOKa. Ha 3ToM U mopermany.
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