Bombiast pyka B mepyaTKax MPOTSHYJIACh BIEPe[ U yIepiach B Kpa OKHa KapeThl. 3aTeéM MapKu3
PeltHXapOT colesn ¢ KOHS ¥ BCTajl ¥ O0pTa KapeTsl, 3arisAbiBas BHYTPh. Y MapKuU3a, KakK U V ero
CBbIHA, OBIIM PHIXKKE BOJIOCH], HO O/MKe K ITYHIIOBHIM, HECIIA[aBIIKe [0 Tjied. Y Hero OBbIJI0 CBUPEIoe
nu1io, rpyboe, HO O3 IIPaMOB, ¥ ero ycTpallaloluil Buy elle 60blle yCUIuBanu rina3a. OHu OblIH
IIOXO0XKM Ha [Ba KoJlblla ¢ pyouHaMmu. Ha HeM Ovinu GecTsiiue Oesible JaThl, C IJied CBUCANI KPACHBIN
TIJIaIll.

OKUHYB KapeTy IpU3pavyHBIMU KPaCHHIMU I'Jla3aMu, Mapkrpad PeliHxapAoT HaKOHEIl BCTPETUIICS
B3TJISIAOM C AprpeirBoM. JIumo PeitHxapga OBICTPO U3MEHHUIOCH C HEUTPAIbHOTO Ha IPe3PUTEIIbHOE,
Korfia OH y3Has ero. O0a 3afiepKasu B3TJIA/, He XKeJlasg 0TBOPauyXuBaTLCS APYT OT ApyTa.

"Mapkus PeltHxaparT, - GBICTPO OIPUBETCTBOBaa HuKonIeTTa, He mMoi03peBast O CKPLITOM
KOH(DIMKTe Mexkay HUMU. "YTO IIpPUBEJIO BacC Ciofa C TaKuM OO0IbIIMM BOMCKOM?"

Mapku3 He cmoTpen Ha HukoneTTy. "4 ¥ Mou oy HanpaBisanauchk B [uppaxy. d gyMmarn
3aCBUIETEJILCTBOBATh CBOE IMOYTEHME JOUYEPU MOETo APyra, HO, YBUAEB Ballly KOMIIaHUIO, S
COMHEBAIOCh B 9TOM peIIeHun".

"Kak rpy6o. MrHa He Tak yX Ijioxa", - cka3an AprpeiiB, He CBOAS ¢ MapKu3a B3rnsga. OH yBUmern,
KaK 30J7I0TOBOJIOCAS MEBYIIKA HAIIPSTJIACh IPH YIIOMUHAHUY €€ UMEHHU.

"¢ roBopun He ¢ ToOOM, Backep", - X0moIHO cKa3as PerHXap.

"BepHo, g oOpalmancsg K BaM. A BOT TyT Y MeHs rojioBa HaOeKpeHb". AprpeiB yIBIOHYICS, IEITASICh
paccesiTb 6ecniokoicTBo. "Ho BHI ommnbaeTech, Ha3biBasi MeHsI BackepoM. 4 BCero NMUIlh CKPOMHBIN
Oactapg".

PefiHxap[ OTKUHYI TOJIOBY Ha3al, HaXMyPHUBIIHKCE elle cunbHee. OH OTKPHIT POT, YTOOH! 3aTOBOPHUTH,
HO HuKoseTTa 3aroBopuiia mepBoi.

"3aueM BaM Takoe OOJIbIIIOe BOMCKO [IJIs II0X0Ma Ha CTONHUIY?" - OBICTPO CKa3ajia OHa, 0UYeBUAHO,
HaflesiCh OTBIIEYb BHUMaHUE MapKH3a.

PeitHxapn HaKOHEI[ OTBeJI B3I 0T AprpeiiBa u MOBEPHYII royioBy K HukonmeTTe. "Moit OpaT ObLI
HeCIIpaBe[IJINBO 3aK/II04UeH B TIOPbMY, a IOKa3aTeIbCTBa ero U3MeHH IBHO chabpukoBaHbl. Koposb
BUOUT TOJIBKO CTaJjIb, ¥ 5 MIOKaXy eMy HeMHOT0, UYTOOH OH He 3a0BIBajl 0 CBOEM MeCTe CIIPaBEINBOTO
IIpaBuUTesA. A BO BpeMs MOero myTeliecTBus..." B3rnsag PeriHxapaa CHOBa NEPEKIIIOUNIICS Ha
AprpeiiBa. "...q Hallle]l He KOTO UHOTO, KaK ero ChiHa".

Mapxkrpad orotren K CBoeMy KOHIO U CHSJI ¢ cepjia por. OH IyHy1 B 60€BOM POT, U BO3LYX
HAIOJIHUJICSA OTJIYIIKUTENIbHEIM, ITy0OKUM 3BYKOM. [DOXOT KOIBIT 3aMeMJIATICS, U KapeTa IepecTasa
TPSACTUCEH. BCKOpe B KapeTe BOIlapujach TUILIKHA, IUIIE CJIa0Ll BETEP U OTIaJIeHHOE IBIXTEHNE
JIollafie¥ efBa Hapylllajau TULIUHY AOPOTru. AprpeuB criuoTHYJ. OH TepneTh He MOT LIyM JIolIafgel, HO
celyac OH Ka3aJICs BIIOJIHE IPUATHLIM 10 CPABHEHUIO C 3TOU XKYTKOU TUILIWHOU.



"Yr10 9TO 3HAUYHUT, MapKu3 Pentnxapar?" HukoneTTa coxpaHusaa 0CaHKY, HO AprpeuB yI0BUII B €€
roJI0Ce HEPBO3HOCTE.

"Bac-KoponeBckuit 6actapy, - monpaBui cebs PeltHxapn, oTcTynas K KapeTe, - IOIKEeH I0exXaThb CO
MHOI".

"¢l HEMHOT0 3aHAT", - MPeHeOPeKUTEILHO OTBETHI AprpeliB. MruHa IIOCMOTpPeIa Ha HeTro Kak Ha
cymacmeniiero, Ho HukomneTTa nocrapanach CKpHTh €T0 CJIOBa.

"¢l He 3HAI0, TOUEMY BHI Tak ce0s BefeTe, MapKu3 PeliHXapAT, HO B JAHHBEIN MOMEHT APIPeuB - TOCTh,
IIOJIb3YIOLIKNUCSA MOUM IOCTEIPUUMCTBOM. B CBOIO 04epenb, OH MOJIb3YyeTCs MOeU 3alluTou".

AprpeliB Obln olesioMiieH 3asBieHneM HukoneTTel. OH BIIOJIHE OXKU[al, YTO ero ObICTpo caanyT. OH
Ol 6acTapmoM, ¥ 3allliTa eT0 HUYEero He 3Ha4YMjIa [0 CPaBHEHUIO C TEM, YTOOHI 3aC/TyKUTh
671aroCKJI0OHHOCTb MapKu3a.

Ho onsth Xe, g mojarao, 4YTo O0JIBIINHCTBO I'JIaBHEIX T€POEB - XOPOIIINe TIogu. MHe He CTOUT
youBnaThca. U Bce XKe g 6raromapeH, mogyMai Aprpeis, ycaxkuBasich 4yTh IPsIMee.

"Trl 3amUIaelllb 3TY MEP3KYI0 TBaph?" PeliHxapy efBa He CIUIIOHYIL.

"Tla", - 6e3 konebauui orBeTwiIa Hukonerra. "Yects [JoMma MoHTHYHN HenokKoaeOuMa. MBI 3allIUIIaeM
TeX, Koro o0ellaeM - He 0OJbIlle M He MeHbIIIe. XapaKTep YeloBeKa He UMeeT 3HaYeHUs [IJISI 9TOTO0
oberaHus".

Pentnxapn negsgHBIM B3TJILOM IIOCMOTPEN Ha TEMHOBOJIOCYIO KEHIUHY. "BEl yBEpEHH B 9TOM
peurerun? Yto [Jom MouTHYY OyOeT 3alluiiaTh KOPoiIeBCcKoro 6actapaa, Aprperisa?”

"OH MO} T'OCTh, @ XO3SIMH [OJIZKeH 00ecreuyrnBaTh 6€301MaCHOCTb CBOET0 rocTs. YecTh TpebyeT, YTOOL!
s BBITIOJTHUIIA 3TO obelanue". HukKoseTTa caesaa may3y, 3aTeM 3aroBopuia 6ojiee HaCTOMYHBO.
"Iom MouTuyu u noM [TapOoH ObIIM ONMM3KKU Ha IPOTSXKEHWU BEKOB. HeyKenu BB TOKOHYHUTE C 3TUM
13-3a HeCIIpaBedIMBOr0 MOXUIIEeHUI ?"

Moii Gpat OblnT "HecIipaBeq/IMBO MOXHUINEeH" u OpoleH B TeMHuUIy B [luppade. Eciu g cMOTy 3aBlafieTh
KapToii, KoTopasi 06ecrieuuT ero 0CBOO0XKAEHKEe, OTHOIIEHUS MeXKIY HaIllMMU IoMaMi HUYero He
OymyT 3HAUUTH".

MuHa HaKJIOHMJIaCh BIIEpen B KapeTe, IPUXKaB I'0JI0BY K OKHY. "He TonbKOo qoM MonTHYH. { ToXe
3MecCh - eBITHIE pebeHoK rpada Inrapa, rias Joma Bemer".

"Moi# 0TBET 0CTAeTCSI HEM3MEHHEBIM, CKOJIbKUX OBl 5T HM OCKOpPOuI. f He MOry Ha3kBaTh ce0s
MapKH30M, eCJIH OTKAXKyCh OT BO3MOXKHOCTH CIIACTH KU3Hb CBOero OpaTa". XoIOmHBIN B3I
Peitnxapna OypaBu co3Hanue AprpeiiBa. "I1ycTs myuiie 9To OymeT 671aropogHbIi YOITIOOOK,



HCKAJIEUUBIINHN MOIO IOYb".

"Briaropomutiit? O, ma. HauaTh BOWHY, B KOTOPOM I'MOHYT TRICSYH JIIOAEHN, pagu cBoero 6para. Kak
6rmaropogHo". AprpeiB yCMeXHYJICS.

"BpeMst yXOOUT, TTOKa MO¥ 6paT rHUET", - CKa3al MapKu3, IOJI0KHUB PYKY Ha PYKOSITh CBOETO Meya.
"PemmaiiTe, 4eM BCe 3aKOHUMUTCS".

Huxkonerra 3aTpeIieTala. Cepuue caMoro Aprpelea OelleHo KOIOTHUIIOCH. BpeMH PaCTAHYJIOCE Ha
HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI.

Kak mMHe u3BIe4b MakKCUMalIbHYIO IIOJIb3Y U3 9TOU Y2KACHOM CUTyallid, KOTOpas MHE BhIIana...?
Iyman Aprpelis, ero Mo3r paboTan Ha IIpefiejie BO3MOXKHOCTeH. [1oxoxKe, y Hero ObIJT TOIHKO OOUH
BBIXOZ. Bo3MoxkHO, Oy#eT mydllle, eCly OH caM CAeJaeT ero, a He KTO-TO CHOeJlaeT 3TO 3a Hero.

"JlagHo, TOrga nmougeM. I1ycTs He TOBOPAT, UTO £ - " TPSA3HBIM Mep3aBel]", KOTOPhIM CTOUT Ha MyTH
npaBoCcygus". AprpeiB OTTONKHYJICS OT CULIeHbs U MOTSIHYJICA K ABepU KapeThl. OH B35JICA 3a PYYKY,
HO HuKkoneTTa cxBaTuiia ero 3a pyky.

“Tlop-... 4TO THL...?" - CKa3ajla OHa, MBITAsICh CXBATUTh €r0 3a 3alsaCThe. APrpeuB YKIOHUIICS OT ee
IIPUKOCHOBEHHUSI.

"¢ moumy moOPOBOMBHO, - ITOXKa IaedaMu AprpeiB. "Ecnu TH Oymeltb 3alIylaTh MEHS, TO B JIy4IIEM
CJIy4ae HECKOJIbKO TBOMX DhIIlapel IMojy4yaT HallpacHbe YBeYbsl B Oecroie3Hoi o6opone. B xynmem -
HEKOTOpbIe TOTUOHYT, ¥ 9TOT UHLUUAEHT BEI30BET CUJIbHLIE TPEHUS - BO3MOXKHO, Jaxke BOUHY - MEXKIY
BalllUMU ABYMS [OMaMH. 3BY4HT... HeugeanabHO. [IoaTOMYy 5 mpocTo yuay".

"Ho..."- HepewmnTenbHO CKa3ana MuHa.

"HeTt-HeT", - cKa3asn Aprpeus, IOKayaB MaabileM. "ITo Mou BrIOOp. He B3BanmBal Ha ce0s HUKAKOIo
Oopemenu". OH B34 GPOH30BOE PYUHOE 3epPKajlo U CYHYJI er0 B HarpyAHBIM KapMaH. 3aTeM OH OTKPBLI
OBEPLY KapeThl U BHIIIEN Ha HOPOry. Ero HOTM 3aTEK/IH OT [OJITOr0 CUAeHUs, U OH KOPOTKO
MIOTSHYJICS.

"U Bce ke, HukoserTa... TO, 4TO THI 3allATUIIa MEHS, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MBI, 110 CyTH,
He3HaKOMHL... /1 aToro He 3a0yny. Tl Oonee XpaOpkrlil YeIOBeK, yeM 5",

"Kak ThI MOXKellb...?" - cKka3ana HukomeTTa, 3anHyBIIKCE. "[IpocTu MeHs, Aprpeus".

"Pa3Be s He CKa3all, YTO 3TO OpeMsi TIOXKUTCS He Ha Te0s?" AprpeiB moKavas rojI0BOM.

PeitHxapn mpomoskaa CMOTPeTh Ha AprpeiiBa. ['1a3a ero ObIIHM IO-TIPEXKHEMY XOJIOIHEL, HO B HUX



TIOSIBUJIOCDH YTO-TO €IIle... HeBepue, BO3MOXKHO, WK, YTO 00jIee ONTUMUCTUYHO, TOHKAs 000109Ka
yBaXKeHUs. 3aTeM MapKu3 OeCITyMHO MOJOLIENT K CBOEH JIOIIaid U MOTSHYJICS K CeleJIbHOU CyMKe,
YTOOBI JOCTATh BEPEBKY.

"O l'ocniopgu! Heyxkenu MeHs IIOBECAT, BEICEKYT U YE€TBEPTYIOT?" APrperBy CTaslo Jlerde LIyTUTh,
IIOCKOJIBKY OH 00HApy2KUJ, YTO ero TpeBora HEMHOTO yTuxja. Beibop OvIN coennaH - KOHGIUKTa He
Oynet. OnHO 9TO ycIloKauBaso ero Obiolieecs: CepaLe.

Mapkus npoTsAHYyJ BepeBKy. "Ee HyKkKHO 00epHYTh BOKPYT TBOETO TyJIOBHUIIA. [Ipyroi KoHel Oymy
mepxkaThb 5. Thl moedeb PSAAOM CO MHOUM BepXOM Ha Jomamun".

"qr0o?" AprpeuB HaxMypHUJICS.

"4l He yMero e30UTh Ha JIoany .

"Tlo HaCTYIJIEHHS HOYM ellle MHOTO YacoB", - XOJIOJHO CKa3asl MapkKu3 Peltuxapar. "Tsl GICTPO
HAy4uIIbCs, UK g TT0Be3y Tebs". Pelinxapy mopoiien 61uxke ¢ BEPEBKOM U Hadajl 00MaTHBaTh ee
BOKDPYT Aprpeiisa.

AprpeuB OTIIATHYJICS, HO MapPKK3 BCKOpe 00MOTaJl BEPEBKY MOM MBIIIIKaMu Aprpelisa. "Jlomanu -
OTBpaTUTEIIbHEIE CylllecTBa. He Mory 4...", - mponeneTan Aprpeis, KOrga MapKu3 sspoOCTHO 3aTAHYII
BepeBKy. "Tak, moerye".

Mapku3 HaTSHYJ BePeBKY U CHOBA CeJl Ha CBOero xkepeblia, moyecaB ero MaJTuHOBYIO rpuBy. OH
TIOBEJI eT'0 TaJIoNoM, YBIeKas 3a co0oit AprpeiiBa. Bu BEHICOKOTO XyIOTO MYKYHHEI, KOTOPOTO BEJTU 3a
coboi1, OBITT BeCbMa KaJjloK. Ero xKano0bl Ha XKeCToKoe oOpalleHue C 3aJI0KHUKAMU ¥ TPaHuYalee ¢
pabCTBOM IIOCTEIIEHHO YAAJISIINCh OT KapeTHl, 0CTaBIsiss HUKOIETTY U ee CBUTY OJHUX Ha HOPOTe.

OpuH U3 peillaped MapKu3a Aajl AprpeiBy noiags. [Tocie HEKOTOPOUM CYeThl U BOJTHEHUM MapKHU3
CHOBA ITOfIHeC K Tyb6aM cBo¥ 60eBo¥ por. OH gBaXKAbl AYHYJI B HETO, ¥ PHIIapX CHOBA OTIIPABUIUCE B
IIyTh, OCTABIISAS 3a C0O0M OTpPOMHOE 00/1aKO IIBITH ¥ TPaBHI.

HHEHHH

HuKoneTTa OTKpEIIa ABEPb KapETH ¥ BHIIIJIA U3 Hee, TS Ha OTPOMHOE 00JIaKO IIBUTH, MEIJIEHHO

IBUXKYIEeCs B CTOPOHY [luppaxa, KOPOJIEBCKOH cTonmuikl. HacTpoeHue y Hee GBITIO CIIOKHOE, B 3TO
0Tpa3uioch Ha ee nmuiie. OHa pafjoBaNach, YTO He MPONUIACh KPOBb - HA KPOBb MOHTUYH, HA KPOBb
[Tap6oHa.

Ho B TO Xe BpeMs 3a 9TO IPUIIIOCH PACIlJIaYMBaThCS OMHOMY YeJIOBEKY. APTpelB OblI TOTOB
0TKa3aThCs OT COOCTBEHHOU 0€301acCHOCTH, HOOPOBOILHO US B PYKU Bpara, eCiu 3TO 03Ha4aJjo, YTo
HUKTO He TIocTpafaeT. [Ipu 3TOM OH OTIyCKaJ TNIyIIble IMTYTKU ¥ YXMBITISJICS TaK, CJIOBHO Hal eT0
TOJIOBOM He BHCEeJIa TMIIbOTHHA.



"Kak Tl MOXKeIllb TOBOPUTH, YTO 5 Xpabpee TeOs, KOTrfga TH I'OTOB Ha Takoe..." - mpobopmoTana
Huxkornerra.

TpymHO OBIJIO TIOBEPUTH, YTO OH OJHOM KPOBHU C HOMOM Backep, pomoM 3mei. Bo3M0OkXHO, UMEHHO
II03TOMY OH IIOCTOSIHHO ITOfuepKUBaj, 4To oH 6acTaph. CKopee BCero, OH XOTeJl T0Ka3aTh, UTO
COBCEM He II0X0XK Ha 4YJIeHOB KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbH.

"Huku, HaM ITopa B IOPOTy", - cKa3ajia MuHa, nmepebupasich Ha OKHO U yCaxXkuBasiCh Ha Hero. "MoxerT,
THI CMOXKEIIIh TIOTOBOPUTE C OTIIOM, YTOOK OH KaK-TO BMeIacs?"

HuxkoneTTa nmoBepHyn1ack 00paTHO K KapeTe, youpas 3a CIIUHY YepHble BojIoCH. "He 3Hato, 4To U3
9TOr0 BEIAAET. MoH 0oTell He M00UT BMEIITUBATLCS B [Iejla KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbu".

"V..." MuHa cxBaTUIach 3a BOJIOCH. "EC/iM MBI IOOgHUMEM IIIyM O TOM, YTO APrpeuB chenan gis Te6s
¥ [J15 Hac... BO3MOXKHO, TBOU OTEL] He CMOXKET UTHOPHUPOBATh 3TO".

"Bo3MoxkHO..." HuKoneTTa norepia nog00pooK, a 3aTeM IieJeyCTPeMJIEHHO 3alllarana K Kapere. "
TOYHO He Oyqy MOI4aTh, He I0CJIe TOT0, YTO TOJILKO UTO ITPOU30ILIO0. f B HONTY Iepen HUM".

"Tel HUYETO eMy He IOoJIKHA", - Bo3pa3uiia MuHa, MpocKasb3biBas 00paTHO B KapeTy. "M3-3a Hero Bce
¥ Ha4ajaoCh. ITO IPOCTO IIPABUIBHBIN IOCTYIIOK. HO OH... MOXKeT ObITh, OH JIy4Ille, YeM S gyMaina'.

HukoneTTa OTKpHIIa ABEPIY KapeTHl ¥ 3abpajack BHYTPE. "[IyMalo, TH BCe ellle 00MKaellbCs Ha To,
YTO OH CpPaBHUI TeOS C KOIIKOM. Y Temeps, KOrma 3[ech TOJIbKO MBI BOBOEM, ST MOT'Y CKa3aTh, YTO OH
COBEPIIEHHO IIpaB".

"r10? YTO 3TO 3HAYMUT..."

"Cap Panp, - npepBana ero Hukonerra. "[laBaiiTe IPOAOJIKUM [BUXKeHUE. B 6picTpoM Temre. Ham
HY2KHO HeMe[JIeHHO BepHYThCA B MateT".

"Curo MuHyTYy, negu Hukonerra", - cornacuncsa PaHf, gBurasich K repegHey 4aCcTu KapaBaHa.

HukomeTTa cemna oOpaTHO, 3aCTHIB Ha MeCcTe, KOTa ycejach Ha 4To-To TBeproe. OHa MOTSHYIaCh MOf
ce0s ¥ [ocTasia TOJICTYI0 KHUTY. OTa KHUra Oblja el XopoIIo 3HaKoMa, Beb OHa caMa HeJlaBHO
u3yyasa ee. B Helt roBopuock o 6aprepe Mexay Maruel panra D u C. Aprpe#B 4uTai 3To.

4 o6s13aTenbHO BEPHY €€, - moobertana Hukonerra. B rinybute nymu HukoneTTa cOMHeBaiack B 3TOM
obemaHuu. Bo3aMoxkHO, y Hee HUKOTTIa He OyOeT BO3MOXKHOCTH BEPHYThH KHUTY.

KTo-TO YMHUDAET 3a Hee... TaK0e YXKe CIIydaJIOCh.



Ona He XO0Tela, YTOOH 3TO CJIY4MJIOChk CHOBA.

MoxeT ObITh, Ha 3TOT pa3 ed yIacTCs YTO-TO MPEAIPUHSITh, II0Ka He CTAJI0 CIIUIIKOM II03[HO.
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