I>xkeMC BCcerfa HaclaxkaaJsiCs BeUepHUM OPHU30M U CBEKHMM BO3TyxoM rophl Kpemona. OTcioma
OTKPBIBAJICS BUM Ha HECKOJIBKO TOPOMIOB OIMHEI BHU3Y; HEOOJIbIINE NePEeBHU Ha CKIIOHE U CKOJIb3KUe
TOPHBIE MOPOTH, COETUHSIONINE UX C OTPOMHBIM TOPOAOM, TOKPHIBAIOLIUM PAaBHUHY. B SICHBIN HeHb
MOXKHO OBIJIO laXke YBUAETb OKeaH, TPOCTUPAIOIIUICS 10 CAMOTr'0 TOPU30HTaA.

Hab6mromeHue 3a 9TUM IMIPUPOIHBIM 3PeIHIeM IoaeicTBOBaIo Ha [IxkeliMca ycrnokauBarore. C
BBICOTBHI HEBO3MOZKHO OBIIIO PA3NIUUUTh Jtofei. [IKeiHMCy MPUIIIOCh COCPEOOTOYUTHCS, YTOOR
pasrisgmeTh MHOXKECTBO MallliH, JBUXKEHNE KOTOPHIX Ka3aJioCh CTPAHHO PUTMUYHBIM U
CTPYKTYPUPOBaAHHBEIM B 3TOM KUBOIIKCHOU CLIEHE.

IxeiiMca elre MOXKHO ObIJIO Ha3BaTh MOJIOJEIM YEJTOBEKOM, HO CEpOBaTasi KOXkKa U OIYXIIKUEe YCTaJIbe
r71a3a 3aMEeTHO CTAPHUIIM €r0. B 9TOT SICHBIM OCEHHUY IeHb OH BHITTISIAET 0COOEHHO 3alyMUYUBEIM. Ero
XMYPHBIF B3TJISIT BHIIaBajl €T0 BHYTPEHHEE CMSATEHHEe WM, MOXKeT ObITh, 9TO OB IPU3HAK
pasouapoBanus? HakoHel, 1mocyie MpofoIKUTEeIbHOI'0 MOTYaHUsS OH Pacciabuics

OH B3HOXHYII.
«Aaaa, M0O¥ B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BCET0 JIUIIb MTBITUHKU».

"Yro Takoe oguH dyenoBek? He MHOTO0. TeM He MeHee, HOCTOWHO BOCXUIEHUS, YTO 9Ta IpyIIIa
HEe3HaYUTENbHBIX CYIIECTB CMOIJIa IOCTPOUTh TaK MHOTO XU U3MEHUTh MUP OO TaKOW CTEIleHU".

OH coemnan IIay3y B CBOEM BHYTPEHHEM MOHOJIOTE, €Il1€é MTHOBEHNE HACIaXKOaACh ner3axeM.

"Ho, yepT BO3bMH, 3TO pa3apaxaer - ObITh OIU3KKUM K cMepTH. Heyxkenmu Mol HEU3NTeUUMBIN pak
3aTyMaHUBaeT MOM pa3yM? MHe ellle TaK MHOT'O IPEJCTOUT CHesaTh, I0OYEMY 5 NOJIXKEH yMepeTh Tak
paHo?"

He oco3HaBas 3TOro, OH CXXUMan KyJlaKHu C TOM HeOOJIBbINON CUIIOH, KOTOpPas y HETO OCTalacCh. Ho on
YYBCTBOBAII 0071B IMOBCIOAY, IMPOCTO CYIIECTBOBATHE B 3TOT MOMEHT OBLITO YTOMUTEJIBHO.

"Kakoe cnaboe Teno, Kak OblI0 OB XOPOIII0, eCIIH OBl ST MOT 0CBOOOTUTHCS OT 9TOTO OTPAHUYEHUS,
OBITH CBOOOMHOM myIIIOH, 61TyKmaroIrei mo Heoy!

BrnpouewM, ceityac 3To He UMeeT 3Ha4YeHUs... I MOTy CIIOKOMHO HabmogaTh 3a 9TUM MUPOM €elIle
HEMHOT'0, ¥ S AyMalo, YTO MHe O4YeHb II0BE3JI0, YTO ST MOT'y 3TO fmenaThk. Ho... 1 Bce xKe X0oTes Obl
HMEThH ellle HEMHOI'0 BpemeHu!"

[Toxa [I;xeriMc MoI4a PA3MBIIIIATI, OH JaXKe He 3aMETHUJI, YTO PAOOM C HUM Cell CGJIO60pOJIBIﬁ CTAapPUK
W Ha4aJll IIoApaxKaTh eMy, 3aAYM4YHNBO I'JIA0s1 Ha OOJINHY.

"Kakas XKaJjloCTs", - pa3MBIIUILJ CTapUK BCIYX.

"Ax! Brl MeHs Hanyranu!" BOCKIUKHYI [I2KelMC, BEIHBIPHYB U3 CBOUX pa3MbllieHuu. "[IpocTtute
MeHs, s He XOTeJl KpuyaTh".

IxefMC 0CMOTpeJI CTapyKa, KOTOPHIH BHTIISAEN TaK, CJIOBHO He MMPHUHA/IeXal 9TOMY MUPY, C ero
IJIMHHBIMK OeJTBIMU BOJIOCAMH U HETPOHYTOM 0es1oit 60pomoi, KoTopasi, Ka3aioch, Obljia ero CaMbIM
IIeHHBIM TOCTOSTHHEM.

ITOT YeJI0BEK BHI3LIBAJI y II>xeliMca 04eHb CTPaHHOE YYBCTBO: €0 BHEIITHOCTE Ka3allaCh
HECOBMECTHUMOH C €T0 PacCTpellaHHBIMU BOJIOCAMH. W Bce XKe 0T HEro UCxoduia Kakas-To daypa, KakK OT



HETPOHYTOr0 03epa, JoOPOro AefyIIKN ¥ YBEPEHHOT0 B cebe Koposis. [[;KkeiMC BHE3aIMHO OTBIEKCS U
TIofgyMaJl, YTo 3TOT 06pa3 COOTBETCTBYET 00pa3y aHTresa, eC/IM TAKOBOM KOTfa-mu0o CIyCTUTCS Ha
3eMIi0. JTa MBIC/Tb BeCbMa 0O3afauduia [KerMca, KOTOPHIY BAPYT 3afajicsd BOIIPOCOM, II0YeMY BCe
3TH MBIC/TH OYPJIAT B €T0 TOJIOBE.

Crapuk paccmesinics. "He 6eCrioKoNTeCh, 3TO 51 He HONKeH ObUT HapyIaTh Bally 3agyMUYUBOCTb,
MOJIOfOK YenoBeK. [10xoxke, BaM 0YeHb HPABUTCS 3TO MECTO, Pa3 BHI PEIIUNIK IPUUTH CIOfa, KOrma
Ballla KM3HEHHAas CHUJia UCToIlaeTcsa".

Ixe¥Mc OBIT IIIOKUPOBaH. 'f1 BooO1Ile ero 3Haw? Y MeHsI CTpaHHOe YYBCTBO, UTO OH MOXKET BUETh
MeHs HaCKBO3b OOHUM B3T/IANOM. MK y MeHs IPOCTO TaJUI0LKMHALIAY, IOTOMY 4TO 5 yMupaiw? U
II0YeMy OH, KaXKeTCs, CMeeTCs HaJl MOel CMePThI0?

"Xa-xa, paccnabbcsi, MONIOAOM YeI0BEeK, MHE IT0Ka3aJi0Ch, YTO Thl UHTEPECHBIN, TO3TOMY 5 XOTell
HEMHOT'0 TIOTOBOPUTE C TOOOM O XKM3HHU, KTO 3HAET, BO3MOXKHO, 3TOT MaJIeHbKHM Pa3roBOP flaxke
TIOMOKET MHe B MoeM cTpeMiieHuH K [lao. Ckaxu MHe, moueMy Tebe HpaBUTCS MPUXOOUTE cioma? UYTo
HOBOT'O BHl BUJIUTE 3[€Ch, MOJIOAOM YenoBeK?". [T0KuIou MyK4rHa CeJl PAKOM C [[2KeruMCOM.

XM-M-M-M, CTapIIii, BUOUILID JTU, ST HEMHOTO 3MOIIMOHAIBHO MIPHUBSI3aH K 9TOMY MecCTy. PaboTas
MaTeMaTHKOM, S YaCTO IPUXOMUIT Clofa, YTOO 0CBOOOAUTE CBOM pa3yM UIH MOIYYUTh HOBOE
BIOXHOBEHME MJISI CBOMX MCCIIeOBaHUM». [I3KelMC OTBETHUII ITOCJIe May3kl, YTOOH CPOPMyIUPOBAThH
CBOM MBICJIH.

"TToxoxe, BBl HCIIBITHIBAETE CUJIbHYIO HOCTAJIBIMIO I1I0 CBOEMY IIPOIIJIOMY, MOJIOA0M YenoBeK". CTapuk
KUBHYII.

"Hy, cTapuiuii, 5T0 He COBCEM HOCTalIbrus. & Kak-TO yCIIOKanBalOCh KaXAbIK pa3, KOrga IPUX0XKYy
ciofia, Kak Oy[To 3Ta Jo/IMHa - MaTh-IIPUPOa, IpHHUMAloIasg MeHs B CBou 00bATHsA. OTClofa He
CTIBIIITHO HAKAKHKX 3BYKOB, KpOMe PeKUX OYHOBEHHU BeTepKa, 0BEBAIOIIET0 TBOE JIUI0, KaK HEXKHBIN
nouenyi. M 3amax Takou cBexuu!" [IzKerMcC caenar elle OOUH OIUHHBIYA BOOX.

"Baxaxaxa! Bel ymeeTe roBOPUTh, MOJIOMOM YEJIOBEK, BH [JaKe BHITJIIOUTE HECKOJIBKO COOCTBEHHUKOM
3TOM MaJIeHbKOM BepIIUHEL. Bl peBHyeTe MeHS K TOMY, YTO S TOXKe 37ech? M1 B MoXKeTe
pa3genuTh CO MHOM HEMHOI'O 3TOT0 BUa?" MOAIPA3HUI CTAPUK.

IxeiiMc Bce GomnbIme 1 GOIbIIe Pacciaabisaics OT HePUHYXKIEHHOTO OTHOIIEHUS 3TOT0 CTPAHHOTO
crapuka. OH HUKOTHA OB HEe TIOAyMaJl, YTO CMOXKET OTKPHITHCS [0 TTyOMHBI JYIIHA COBEPIIEHHO
HE3HAKOMOMY 4YEJIOBEKY.

Xa-xa, ocTaBauTeCh 3[eCh, OCTABAaUTECh 37eCh, cTapiire! Ho MHe TI000MBITHO, KaK TH CIOfa
3abparica? f BUXKY CBOIO MAIIMHY TOJIHKO Ha CTOSHKE BO3Jie BepUIMHE?". [IKelMc Obl
3aVHTPUTOBaH.

"0, He OecmokouTeck 000 MHe, 5T TPOCTO CTPAaHHUK. CKaxXu MHE, s BUIeJI, KaK ThI JOJITO CMOTPEe Ha
[OJIMHY, YTO UHTEPECHOTO TH TaM BUuiIb?". CTapUK pellusl NepeBeCTy pa3roBop Ha [Ixeimca

"Hy, cTapuuii, Bo-IIePBHIX, 1 HAX0XKY YOOBOJILCTBUE B TOM, YTOOBI CMOTPETH CBEICOKA Ha CMEPTHBHIX,
KOTOpHIE KaXyTCsd MEHbIIle, YeM MypaBbH, CIIelallye 10 CBOUM fejlaM. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO JaeT MHe
YyBCTBO IIPeBOCXOACTBa. HO 9TO TOJIBKO Ha MOBEPXHOCTHU. { MBITAIOCh CMOTPETh, He BUASA. BupuTe iy,
s BCeryia XOTeJl IIOHSTh MUP, IPOOUTHCS CKBO3b €T'0 TalHHI, €0 IIeCTEPEHKH, eT0 3aKOHH. 1 MHe
KaXeTCsl, YTO 3[1eCh, HaBEPXY, Y MeHs O0Jibllle MIaHCOB LOCTUYD 3TOTO, €CNU 5 COeJIal0 IIar Ha3af OT
CyeT/IMBOr0 Mupa“.



"Ho 3TO TakxKe TO, YeM 5 3aHMMAJICS B CBOUX MCCJIEIOBAHUSX, MTBITASICh TOHATh, KaK PYHKIIMOHUPYIOT
MaTeMaTu4yeckrue 00beKTh. HaxoxmeHrne 00bsICHEHUS TPUHOCUT MHe TTTy60K0e yIOBIeTBOPEHHUe.
OpHako 3TOT B paboTH He [y BceX. MHOTIa HEBO3MOXKHO YIEPKaThCS OT OMMHOYECTBA. BEITo OB
3[0POBO, eCJik OBl S MOT ITIOTOBOPHUTEL O CBOEM IIOCTIEHEM OTKPHITUU CO CIIy4YaliHBIM YeJI0BEKOM B
MEeTPO, HO, K COXXaJIeHUI0, BO BCEM MUPE Hal[eTCs BCEro 5-6 YeI0BeK, KOTOPhlEe CMOTYT IIOHATH MO€E
IIOCJIefHee UCCIIeJOBaHUe O CBSI3U MeXy SHTPOIKEN IlepeHOoca ¥ TOIOJIOTHe! BHICIINX U3MEPEeHUN.
9TO HEMHOTO Pa304YapOBLIBAET, KOTa 3Haelllb, YTO HET HUKOT'0, KTO MOT OBI ITIOHATH TeOS UK TBOIO
Lenb...".

CTapI/IK YYBCTBOBAJI BOJTHEHNE IxxeiMca, KOTOprfI IIpoAaoJIZKall PAaCCKA3bIBATh O CBOUX IIOHMCKaAX
MHPOBBIX 3aKOHOB M MCTHUHEI B PaMKaX N3Yy4Y€HNA MaTEMaTUKH. IxxenMc OBITT HACTOJIBKO IIOTJIOIIEeH
BOCIIOMHHAHHUAMHU O CBOKX HCCJIEJOBaHUAX, YTO HE 3aMETHII YJ'H:I6KI/I, KOTOpas IMOABHUIIACh Ha JINIIEe
CTapHKa. Hoqemy-To OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CETOOHA HAIIEJICA YEJIOBEK, KOTOprfI CMOT" €r0 IIOHATE.

'MaTtemaTuk? Kakass uHTepecHas mpodeccusi, 3Ta 0071aCTh JOBOJILHO PAa3BUTA B 3TOM MUPE
CMEPTHHBIX. ITO JOJIKHO OBITH TO, UTO On1Ke Bcero K [Jao CUMCIeHus 1, BO3MOXKHO, HOPMUPOBaHUIO
MaccuBOB. Kakoii HEOOBIUHBIM 3TOT MUD, S Paf, YTO CHeJial 3TO YylecHoe OTKphiTHe! [ TaKoro
MOJIOAOTO MHUPa, B KOTOPOM TaK He XBaTaeT JyXOBHOW 3HEPTHU, HO KOTOPHIA MOPOAUI TaKyko
[IUBUJIN3ALIUI0, 3TO IIPOCTO

BOCXUTUTENbHO. OHa HENCTBUTENLHO NOBOJILHO Pa3BUTa B HEKOTOPHIX acleKTaX, C OY€Hb
YHUKAJIbHBIMU XapaKTepUCTUKaMU. A 3TOT MOJIOfO# YeloBeK elle Oojiee yHuKaneH! Ero myma
Ype3BHIYaWHO CUJIbHA [IJI CMEPTHOTO, a ero MoOHUMaHue [[ao MPOCTO MOPA3UTEIbHO. 38 MUJITHOHE
JIET CBOETO OIbITa S HUKOTHA He BCTpeyas TaKoro ciydasi. MHe KaXkeTCs, YTO ero CTpaHHas TOYKa
3peHus Jaxe pacuIupuia MOU TOPHU30HTHL. ¢ YyBCTBYIO, UTO 3TOT MaJIeHbKUM Pa3roBop faxkKe
HECKOJIbKO 0CJIabuI Moe y3Koe MecTo! §1 MomKeH KakuM-TO 00pa30M OTIIJIATUTH 3a 3Ty Kapmy. Ho
CHayvaJsla s TOCTaBIII0 HeOOJIbIIOE 3ameydaThBaoliee 00pa3oBaHue, YTOOH CKPHITh 3Ty MaJIeHbKYIO
IJIaHETY. ITO He IO3BOJIUT KOMY-TO U3 9TUX CTaPUKOB UCIIOPTUTH 3TO 0C000e MeCTo".

Bopyr crapuk 00epHYJICS U CIIPOCHII,
"Momnomol 4yenoBeK, CKaXXyd MHE, Yero THI KeJjaelrsb 00bIne Bcero? YToOw IPHUBECTH aHAIOTHIO C

Ballleil Ky/lbTyPOy, IPEANoI0XKMUM, YTO g IKUHH Anmubaba, 1 y Bac €CTh ONHO KeJaHue, 9YTo OBl 3TO
6s110? [TpeamnonokuM, 4TO S MOTY UCIOJIHUTH JIF000e Ballle XejlaHue".

IKerMcC OBIJT BHE3aIlTHO 3aCTUTHYT BpacIioX. 'Kako cTpaHHBIYA BOIIPOC A1 He3HakoMIla. Ho, ¢
OPYTOX CTOPOHBI, OH CO3[aeT OLIyIIeHue, YTO OH APYT BCeM MOeU XKH3HHU, a MHE yKe BCe PaBHO, YTO
0060 MHe myMarT gpyrue". IToka oH pa3MbIIsi, [IKeidMC He Tepsiyl CIIOKOWCTBUS.

"O4yeBUIHO, CTAPIIUM, ST OBI KCIIOTb30BAJI CBOE JKeJlaHKue, YTOOB! TOIIPOCUTh OECKOHEYHOE
KOJINYECTBO XKeJlaHum".

Crapuk ycTaBujcs Ha [[KelMca, ero poT AEPHYJICS. "ITO 3alpelieHo".
" [ToueMy 3TO 3ampelreHo0?" Bo3pa3un JIxKenMc.
Crapuk OBICTPO OTBETHII. "OTO 3alpelneHo, TOTOMY 4YTO S CKa3aJ, YTO 3TO 3allpelieHo".

"Torpma, cTapImi, 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO STOT APSXIIBEIN MXKMHH He MOXKET UCIIOTHUThL MOe XKejaHue".
Ixe¥iMc OPOCUI Ha HETO 03aJaYeHHBIN B3TJIS].

Crapuk noTepsn gap peuu. 'Heyxkenu MeHs TOJIBKO UTO Ha3Bajl "OPSAXJIBIM" CMEPTHHIM, KOTOPOMY S



X04y momoub? Eciu 00 3TOM CTaHET M3BECTHO, 9TU CTapUKHU OyAyT CMesIThCS Haflo MHOM BeKaMmu. Ho
S IOJIZKEH TIOMOYb 3TOMY MaJIbYMKy, 4YTOOBI YCOBEPIIEHCTBOBATh CBOE cepalle []ao ¥ OTIIATUTh 3a
kapMy'. OH maXke Hayasl 4yBCTBOBAThL Ce0s1 HEMHOTO pPa3pakeHHEIM.

"Hy ke, MOJIO[[0Y YeJIOBEK, V BaC HOJIKHO OBITH UTO-TO, 4ero Bh xoTuTe? CrnaBa? Yoaua? Komnauus
6orunu? He GecniokoiiTech 0 CBOel 00I€3HYU, IPEATION0KUM, YTO I MOTY faXe ITOfapuTh BaM ele 50
JIeT XKU3HU B KauyecTBe HeOOobIIoro 0oHyca?".

"Hy, MoxKeT ObITh, BeUHAs XKU3Hb - 3TO ObIIO OBl HEIJI0X0", - MOMYLIYTs cKa3an [xKeimc.

OpHako OH OB YOWBJIEH, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO CTAPUK OTBETHUJI CEPbe3HBIM TOHOM, YTO PE3KO
KOHTPaCTUPOBAJIO C €T0 IPeXKHUM HEeNIPUHYXKIEHHEIM [T0BefeHNeM. "BeuHylo )XKU3Hb HEIb34 JaTh, ee
HY2KHO HaWTH B caMoM cebe, Hal'TH CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN ITyTh U CMBICTI, CBOe cob6cTBeHHOe [lao".

Ixermc oTBeTUs 6€3 JONTUX Pa3myMuil. " A 3TOT gKUHH BO0OLIe MXKUHH? MOXKeT JIi OH BOOOILe
VICIIOJIHUTS J1I000€ Moe XefaHue?"

[TouyBCTBOBaB HEJIOBKOE MOIYaHKE U IPOH3UTENbHBIN B3TIISAM CTapuKa, [:KeruMC IOCIEelnT
IPOOO/IKUTE: "CTapllinii, 1 He 0YeHb IOHUMal0, 0 YeM Thl TOBOPHIL, HO €CJIH S X04Yy Yero-To
COOTBETCTBYIOIIETO MOEMY ITyTH, TO 3TO AOJIKHO OBITh IIOHUMaHKWe Mupa"

CTapuk norpysuscs B T7Ty00KyI0 3aAyM4YUBOCTb. "XyM, 9TO OUY€Hb LIMPOKO, II0X0XKE, TH ellle He
OIIpenenuncs co cBouM Jlao. UTo K, 3TO BIOIHE HOPMAJIbHO AJIS CMePTHOro. Henmb3s MpoCcTo XKemaTh
TIOHSITh BCe, HYKHO feiaTh BeIOOp. Ho s maM TeGe BO3MOXKHOCTL HAlTH CBOM MyTh".

"YTO TH UMeEeLIb B BUAY, CTapuk?"

Crapuk He fjajl eMy BO3MOXKHOCTHY IIPOMOJIKUTE, IIPUIIOXKUB Tajel] Ko 10y [[xkeiimca, He IaB eMy
BpEeMEHM YKJIOHUTHCS. M3 ero pyKu MOSBUIICS MATKUM 30JI0OTUCTHIA CBET, KOTOPBIY CIIUJICS B CJIOKHBIN
CHMBOJ Ha 70y [[;KeliMca U TYT Ke HC4Ye3, CIIOBHO IIOTJIOIEHHBIN ero KoxXel. [I;keiMc, Ka3anoch,
3aCTHUI Ha MeCTe, B 9Ty CEKYH[Y V Hero faxe He ObI0 HUKAKuX MbIciel. CTapuK CHOBa BCTall U
MSATKO YJIBIOHYICS.

4 6wl x0Tes, YTOOH Y Hac OBbIIO OOJIbIIIE BPEMEHH [JIsSI ITPOMOJIXKEHUS Halllel HeOObIIon Oecemt,
MOJIOMIOM YeJIOBEK, HO, I0X0Ke, Ballla XKU3HEeHHas cuia OBICTPO UCTOIIaeTcs. S Mor Obl 3aMeITUTh
3TOT IPOILECC, HO 9TO MOXKET IMOMeIllaTh BallleMy TaJaHTy. BMecTo 3TOro s mpefoCTaBIil0 BaM HOBYIO
BO3MOXKHOCTb. MHTEPECHO, pacIBETET X Ha 3TOT Pa3 Balll TeHui? BO3MOKHO, MEI €eIlle BCTPeTuMC".

II>xeyMcC, YyBCTBYSI JIETKOE OIlelleHeHre, OTKPHII I'Mla3a. OH Bce ellle HaxonuJics Ha rope KpemoHa B
CBOEeM JTI00MMOM MecTe, HO 0T 0e;1000poIoro cTaprka He 0CTajioCh U cliefa

Boint i1 31O COH? [IKelMC mOTporast CBoH 106, HO He TOYYBCTBOBAI HUYETr0 HEOOBIYHOTO.
Ero MeIcnu OBICTPO YIETYYUIIUCE, TIOKA OH ellle pa3 JI000BaJICs 3TOM CLEHOMH.

'HeBaxkHO, 3TO yKe He UMeeT 3HaueHus. f 9YyBCTBYIO, YTO Teleph, KOTa MOs KU3Hb 3aKaHYUBAETCS,
s JIy4llle MOHUMalo cebsi. AX, s1 X0Uy CIlaTh, T04eMy OBl MHE He IIpuieYb HEMHOTO..

'AX, Tak ropasfo Jiyylle, Kakou JIeTKUi BeTepok..."
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