KpaToc 3Has, 4To cyap6a He T03BOJIUT €My OCTAThCS B CTOPOHE OT 3TOT'0 OYEBUAHOTO KOHGIUKTA
MeXIy CMEPTHBEIMHU U 3TUM BeuKuM MHbIM . OHM HarmoMuHanmu eMy [Ipayrpos, HO OH MOT OIIHU0AaTHCS,
YUMTHIBAS, UTO OH OBIJI ellle OTHOCUTEIbHO HOBUYKOM B 3THX 3eMJIsiX. HaCKOJIbKO OH 3HAJ, OHM MOTJIN
OBITH YEM-TO COBEPIIIEHHO IPYTHM.

CnapraHell He OCTaHaBIIMBAJICSI HA CBOEM IIOTEPSIHHOM IIOKOE, TOJILKO BPeMs ObIII0 ObI TOTPaYeHo
BITYCTYIO, & OH HUKOTa He TePsiyI BpeMeHU 3psi. BMeCTo 3TOro OH HaIlpaBUIICS B CBOM Jlareph, EMY
OBLIO YTO-TO HY2KHO, €CJIX €T0 3aCTaBJIsA/IU IPUHSATH y4acThe B 3TOM OUTBeE.

OH pa36un cBol narepb Bo37ie HEOOJBIIOTO PY4Ybs, Ha KOTOPHIM HAaTKHYJCA. OTO ObUI He 6ojee 4yeM
KOCTEP C BEPTEJIOM MJIsI )KapKH YJI0Ba, IeHb, Ha KOTOPOM OH CHUIEN ¥ KOCTPa, ¥ MeX0Bas KOWKa, Ha
KOTOpPOI OH cras. [IpupogHbie YCIOBUS €Tr0 Maio 6eCIIOKOUIH, ¥ OH He ITPOBOJU MHOT'O BPEMEHU B
OOHOM MeCTe, TaK 4TO IajlaTKa eMy He MOHagoOuach.

To, 3a 4eM OH IIpHUuIner, OBI7I0 Y OCHOBAaHH{A OTHS, B IIEPBYIO O4YePEedb CaMOI'0 KCTOYHHKaA IIJIaMEHH. Hx
XKap He MOT IIOBPEOUTHL €My, II0O3TOMY OH OIITYCTHUJICA Ha KOJIEHH U IIOTAHYJICA K OTHIO, YTOOBI
BEIKOPY€BaTh CBOM NHCTPYMEHTHEI. OH BBITAIIUI UX U3 YZKe yracamwliiero KoCTpa u O4YuCTHUII UX OT
OCTATKOB II€IlJIa, €T0 I'/la3a Cy3UJIUCh, KOI'Ma OH COMMPOTHUBIIAJICA 2KEJIaHWIO CBOET'0 TeJla COOPOTHYThHCA
OT UX UCKPHUBJIEHHOI'O TEIlJla.

Knunku Xaoca. Ero Beunoe npokssatie. KpaToc MOJI0XUII UX Y CBOMX HOT ¥ Haydajl MeJJIeHHO, HO
BEPHO YAAJATh LIEPCTh C IPEeAIIedn, ero pa3yM IbITAICS MOJaBUTh SMOLNY, IIePEOIHIBIINE €r0
rpynb. [Ipuspak CnapTel 3Ha, YTO OH HUKOTA He OCBOOOMUTCS OT 3TUX JKaJIKUX KIIMHKOB, HO OH
HaAJesJICs, TJIYIIO ¥ HAUBHO, YTO MPOMAeET ele 00JIbIlle BpeMeHH, IIpexke YeM eMy MIPUOeTCs
MCII0/Ih30BaTh X CHOBa. HenamepuMyto 60J1b, KOTOPYIO OHU IPUYUHUIIA €My B €T0 XKU3HU, U ellle
6ombI1yio 60J1b TEM, KTO BLHICTYIIHII TPOTUB HETO, OBIJIO JIEBTKO HEJOOIEHUTh, OTPOMHOE KOJIUUYEeCTBO
KPOBH, IIPOJIUTOM MX JIE3BUSIMHU, BEI3EIBAJIO OTBPAIlleHUE ¥ BCEX, KpOME CaMbIX KPOBOXKAIHBIX U3
VCKPUBJIEHHBIX CYIIECTB.

Tem He MeHee, KpaToc He OblT U3 TeX, KTO BaJIUTCS, BPEMs HUKOTHa He 0CTaHABIIMBaJIOCh,
He3aBUCHMO OT CTPalaHUM YeJloBeKa, ¥ OH Toxe. CHSIB Mexa, YTOOB 00HAXKUTD IITPaMHbl B BUJIE
criMpanei BOKPYT ero PykK, OH He KaJjiejl Ha HUX BTOPOr0 B3TJIsAfa, TaK Kak cpa3y ke MPUCTYIUI K
paboTte, oOopayuBas ey OT JIe3BUIM BOKPYT CBOUX IIpeIIeunii. 3HaKoMoe NelCTBHE, OHU ITPOCTO
BEPHYJIUCh Ha CTaphle MyTH, II0X0XKKE Ha CTaporo Apyra.

3aBepIIuB CBOIO 3afjayy ¥ CHOBAa IIPUCTETHYB Mexa, KpaToc mpuBs3a 1e3Bus K MOSICY U
IIPUTOTOBHUJICS K MyTEUIECTBHIO. MeCTOM eTro Ha3HayeHus OBIJI0O MECTO, THe paclojiaraaoch 9T0
6onbiioe cobpanue. HyKHO OBIIO CTPOUTH IIJIAHE ¥ MIPEIIPUHUMATE NEHCTBUS, €CIIH Y 9TUX
CMEePTHHIX OB IaHC GPOCUTHL BEI30B CBOEM cyabOe. Ero 60KecTBeHHBIE UHCTUHKTHI ITOJICKa3bIBaIN
€My, YTO OTIACHOCTh MCXOOUT U3 CAMBIX CEBEPHBIX YaCTel PeruoHa 1 OBUKETCS Ha IOT,
HeeCTeCTBEHHAs IIOpYa CIIOKOWHO ¥ METOJUYHO BTOPTAETCS B 3TH 3€MJIH.

YcTo#uuBasi ¥ THIATEIbHAS ACCUMUIISINS, YKa3kIBaIOlast Ha OCTOPOKHOCTh ¥ Pa3yM, KOTOPHIMU
o0apian 9TOT Bpar.

VM HYXKHO OBIJIO CIIYCTUTBCST BHM3, KaK MOXKHO HajIbIlle ¥ KaK MOXKHO cKopee. He mys Toro, 4To0w
n30exkaTh Yrpo3kl, 160 He OBIIO CITAaCeHUS OT TaKO¥M Hen30UpaTeIbHOM CHUITH, TOIBKO B
IIPOTUBOCTOSTHUY KUBBIE MOTJIM HafesaThCS YBUETh Oyayllee BHe JTbAa U cTpaxa. [IJis MOAr0TOBKU
TpeboBanoCh BpeMs, a CAeaTh UX TAKUMHU MOTJIO TOJIbKO paccTosinue. Mtak, Kparoc mobexarn
TPYCLIOM B HallpaBJeHUHU, Ky[la HallpaBJsajiach TpyIia paHee, 4yTo, II0 ero pacueTraM, OBIJIO Ha I0TO-
BOCTOKE.



[To obureMy MHEHUIO, €r0 BHIHOCIMBOCTD Obllla 6ECKOHEYHOM, I03TOMY ero Oer 10 jieCcy HUKOT[a He
3aMemisics. B TeueHre HECKOIBKUX JTHEHM OH 0exkKajl B OMHOM HAIpaBJIeHUHU, TIOKa, HAKOHEIl, He
3aMeTHJ CJel], OCTaBJIEeHHHBIN I'PYIIION, II0 KOTOPOMY OH moIen 6e3 mpoMennenusi. Korma o
3aIromo3puJI, YTO HaXOIUTCS HelaleKo OT jareps, 1o KpaiiHel Mepe, B IIOJIOBUHE [HS IIyTH, OH
IIPUILeN K 03epy B MMOKMCKAX AWYU [JjIg 0XOTH. OHO ITOYTH 3aMepP3J10, HO He IONTHOCThI0. Ha Gepery
03epa OH YBUIEJ ABYX JIOCEW, KOTOPhle HAIIMIIACh JOCHITA U COBEPIIEHHO He oOpalllaji BHUMaHUS Ha
okpyxaroiiee. Jlerkas qoOkda [AJig CTau BOJIKOB, ellle OoJiee jerkas nodwda gis Kparoca.

OH BOCIIOIB3YEeTCS UX TTIYIOCThI0. Msico Bcerfa OBIJIO HYKHO, U eClii cOOp OBIJT TAKMM OOJIBIITNM, KaK
OHU TOBOPWJIK, TO efia Obl1a OB Cepbe3HOM Po6IeMoil, 0COOEHHO YYUTEIBAS CYPOBOCTh 3€MJIU B 9TOM
peruose. OH Me[JIEHHO ¥ TUXO CHSJI JIYK ¥ IIYCTUN CTpeny. Ero nBuxeHus ObIIM IPSIMBIMU U
TOYHLIMHU, KaK ¥ 1ofo6aeT ciapTaHCKOMY COJIfiaTy.

OH BBITYCTHJI CTPEJIY U II0TIaJl IIepBOMY JIOCI0 COOKY B I'OJIOBY, HEMHOTO B 60K OT I1a3a. [Ipyrou
3aMeTHJI 3TO, 3allaHUKOBAJI U MOMBITAICs yOexkaTh, HO criocobHocTH KpaToca Oviu
HEeTIPEB30UIeHHKIMY, HOBasi CTPeJa yXKe II0masa B 1efb ellle [0 TOro, KakK Opyras ycIesa MomacTh B
11eJ71b. BTOPOTO JI0CS paHUIIK B 1I€10, CTPeJIa IpoJieTesia MPsIMO ¥ BOH3UIIACh B iepeBo. 2KUBOTHOe
Iaxe He 0CO3HABAJIO, YTO OHO MEPTBO, €0 TeJI0 KaKoe-TO BpeMs 6eraso, mpexje 4eM pPeaabHOCTh
HACTHTIJIa ero, ¥ OHO 0€3BOJIFHO YIIAJI0 Ha 3eMITIO.

KpaToc Hapen cBOM NyK Ha TYJIOBUILE ¥ MPUOIU3UIICS K CBOUM IIOBEPKEHHBIM KEePTBaM, CXBaTUB
PyKaMu UX KOHEYHOCTH M KHBOT, IIPexKae 4YeM KuBHYTh. Hemmoxas moOsda, MOKeT OBITh, yayda elle
ocTanach ¢ HuM. OH He MoJuCS 00 yOuICTBaX, KOro OH CTaHeT XKepTBoi? OH? BrIBIIM 60T BOMHEI
CBsI3aJl UX 3afIHMEe HOTU BMECTe BEPEBKOM, KOTOPYIO OH 00MOTasl BOKPYT Tajlid, Ipexkae 4eM
BEPHYTHLCS Ha CBOM ITyTh K MECTy Ha3HAaueHUs, BOJI0Ya JKMUBOTHHIX 3a COOOM.

Emy He moTpeb6oBaoch MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOH [0OpaThCs [0 TOTO, UYTO OH CYUTAJI OIYIIKON

neca. OH MOT BUMETh OBUKEHHE JIIofel 3a mepeBbsiMu. OH Mpeonosies THHUIO JePeBLeB U OCMOTPEIT
narepb. OH OBUT JeHCTBUTENIBHO OOIBIINM, MTAJaTKU U OO YXOOUIIN 38 TOPU30HT. PaCKMHYBIIUHCS B
yCThE 3aJIMBa, C OMHOM CTOPOHBEI KOTOPOTO GBI IIIIOCKOTOPhE, KPYTOE M KpyToe. XOpoIias IO3ULUS B
obopone. OH ObIJT OKalMJIIeH TPy00¥ CTEHOM U3 NePEBSIHHBIX CTOJIO0B, HE OUYeHb BEICOKOM U He
OKpYy2KaBIllei Bech 1arepb. Torma OH ele CTPOUJICS, ¥ K TOMY JKe IOBOJIbHO IIJIOXO IIOCTPOEH.

JTiomu Havyanu obpallaTh Ha HETo BHUMAaHUe, U Ha Kpalo jareps cobpasack Tojna. MeHbIIas rpymna
JIIOMlel CTOs/Ia BIEPen, OTIe/IbHO OT OCTaIbHEIX, M HabJIomana 3a ero npubnuxenueM. [Tomonns
no0nMuXKe, OH YBUIET Y€JI0BeKa, UAYIIEro, YTOOk BCTATh PSIAOM C HUMU, ¥ U3YYHIT UX JIUIIA, ITPEXKIe
YeM ITOCMOTPETH B €T0 CTOPOHY ¥ 3aMEPETh COBEPIIEHHO HEIIOOBUKHO.

KpaToc ocTaHOBUIICSI B HECKOJIBKHUX IIarax OT HUX, HEIOCTATOYHO MIaJIeK0, YTOOKR OHU MOTJIN E€T0
YCIIBIIIATh, ¥ HEOOCTATOYHO OJIM3K0, YTOOBI €r0 MOTJIM BOCIPUHSTE KaK YIpo3y, HO, TeM HE MeHee,
BCE OHHU HANPSATIIHUCH. BEIBIINY reHepa BHUMATEeIbHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha HUX. TOT, KOTO OH MOA03peBa
BOKAKOM, OBIJT OfIeT BO BCe YepPHHBIE KOXKaHbIe ¥ MEXOBhIE OJIeKIBl M B PA3HOI[BETHHIN IIIall. Y HEro
OBLIM TPOCTHIE YEPTHI JIKila, 6e3 60POMHI, IPSIMbIE YePHEBIE BOJIOCH], JOXOOUBIIHE M0 IJIed, Ha BUL MY
OBLTIO0 3a COPOK. B HEM He OBIZI0O HUYETO ITOPAa3uTENIbHOTO, ECIIM HE CUUTATh TOTO, KaK OH Aepxail ceds
C BECOM BJIACTH.

Opuako 6mMKaUIIMN K HEMY YeJIoBeK Topyalsi, Kak 601bHOi manel. OH OBIJT TAKOTO K€ POCTa, KaK U
cam Kpatoc, u OblI OJIET B CEPHIN MEX, BO3MOXKHO, BOTUMI. BOIOCH PHIZKHME UITH, CKOPEE, OPaHKEBEHIE,
Kak 1 6opopa, ero Ob1sI0 OB TPYIHO HE 3aMETUTH faxXKe B TOJITE ofei. B rimazax MyK4YUHBI
OTPa3UJICS JIETKUU TPEIeT, YOUBIIEHNEe U U3YMJIEHHE.

Utak , rpyIiiia ;[06panaCL CIOda. — 3aII0g03puil KpaToc. HomxHO OBITH, OHU, 0€3 COMHEHWUSI, TTeJIH



eMy gudupaMObI, Ha nuile KpaTroca mosiBUI0CE XMypOe BEIpaXkeHue, IIOCKOJIBKY OH y2Ke YYBCTBOBAJI,
KaK maeT o cebe 3HATH TONOBHAs O0/b. — T1I, HeBaxXHO. HeT cMbIiciia 6ECTIOKOUTHCS, 9TO MOXKET
0071er4yuTh emMy paboTy 3[€ech.

PsimoM ¢ pBIZKEBOJIOCHIM MYXKUYMHOW CTOsI/Ia JKEHIIWHA, TaKas XKe BHICOKAsl, 3aKyTaHHas B
OenocHeXHbIe MeXxa. [[IMHHBIE CBET/IBIe BOJIOCH, PO30BHIE I'yORI, TPSIMOM HOC U TaKue rofry0ble Iia3a,
YTO OH IpHUHSN O ee 3a MHYI0, ecriu OB He 3aMeTHJI pyMsIHEI] KPOBY Ha ee BHICOKHUX IfeKax. He
HY2KHO OBIJIO TOBOPUTH, UTO KaK Kpuila AQpoauTH , YTO OHA KpacuBa, HO caMa 110 cebe KpacoTa MaJjio
yT0 3Hauuia oyt Kpatoca. OH He MOT pacumm@poBaTh ee B3TJIsA; 3TO OBUIO Te-TO MeXOY HagexXaou
U HeJIOBEpHEM.

PsimoM c Helt ¢ CypOBHIM BEIPaXKE€HUEM JIMIIa CTOSI/Ia APyTas XKeHIWHa, TeMHOBOJIOCAst C KapUMU
rna3aMu. Ee Mexa OBIIM CMeChI0 KOPUYHEBOT0, Y4epHOro 1 Oesioro 1iBeToB. OHa Toxke Obla
KpacaBHUIleH, HO ee MpayHOoe BEIpaXkeHUe JIMIa TOBOPUT O TOM, YTO OHA TOXKe ObIJla BOMHOM. XOPOIIIO,
BOWHEI - 9TO TO, YTO HY2KHO Ha ONMuXKauime qHU.

Psapmom ¢ Helt OB MyKurHa. MyXK4uHa, MOX0XKUY Ha JIacKy, C BODOHBUM I'HE3[OM BMECTO BOJIOC U
O7egHEIMU, IUKUMU TJla3aMy, 0€CIIOPSANOYHO Jepralouiics 1 IPOA0IKAOIINYA YKPagKon
TIOTJISIOEIBATh Ha CBOE OKPYXKeHNe, B TO BpeMs KaK OCTaIbHEIE COCPel0TOYMINCh Ha KpaToce, 6omnbiiie
COCPENOTOYEHHOM Ha NIyTHU K OTCTYIUIEHUIO, UeM Ha BO3MOXKHOMU 3acafe. Tpyc, u Kpatoc He cTan
TPaATUTh BPEMs Ha TPYCOB, CPa3y IPOUTHOPUPOBAB €r0 B I10JIb3Y OPYTUX B II0JI€ €r0 3pEeHUs.

[Tocnemuu YemoBeK B ouepenu ObIJI CaMbIM CMEITHBIM. KpaToc He MOT XOpOIIIo PaCCMOTPETh eTro
JIUI0 WIIK TJIa3a, TIOTOMY YTO OHM OBITM CKPBITH MACKOM, CIeIaHHOM M3 BEPXHEH IOJIOBUHI
yeroBeyeckoro yeperna. OH ObLI OfET B IPSI3HO-CEPhIe MeXa, 0OBUTHIE YeJI0BeYeCKUMU KOCTSIMH,
TIOX0KMe Ha XKaJIKue JOCIexXH, U 1mo3a ero 00JIbIlle IOAX0AunIIa AUKoM cofake, ueM 4ennoBeky. Torma
nvkaph. CriapTaHel] He OB BIleUaT/IE€H, €CJIM YTO, OH PAa3MBILIISII O TOM, He JIy4Ille 1M UMETh HeJI0 C
TaKuM 6eTbMOM Ha Tj1a3y MPSMO ceivac, ONUH TONBKO BUI KOTOPOT'O HAaBEBAET IIJIOXUE
BOCIIOMHUHAHMSI.

OH cmpocun uX KOMaHOUPa, ¥, KAk OH AyMaJsl, OTBETHII YeJIOBEK Ha 1epenoBoit. OH 3asBUII O CBOEM
HaMepPEeHUM TTOTOBOPUTD, HO MYXKYKMHA BHITJISAE HEYBEPEHHBIM.

«/3BMHUTE 3a MO0 TPYOOCTh, HO I He MyCKalo IIPOCTO TaK B CBOM Jlareph JII0fel 0IacHOro BU/A, a
BEI, 0€3YCJIOBHO, BHITJISIUTE HOBOJILHO OIACHBIMY». - MHOTO3HAUKMTENIEHO CKa3al Myxk4uHa. KpaToc
HUKOIMa He ObUI MUIIZIOMATOM, HO OH II0JIaraji, YTO MOT OBl XOTSI OB HEMHOI'O O0JIETYUTh UX
0EeCIIOKOMCTBO.

— Kak 51 yKe cka3zaj, s IpUHEC B IaHb MSICO H...
«W MBI 671arogapHeL 3a 3TO, HO...»

— Pemenne... — npoponxun Kpatoc, kak 6yATo ero HUKOIa He NIpephIBajii, eT0 HU3KHUH I'0JIoC C
JIETKOCTBIO TTIepebuBat rojioc MyK4YuHEL. "...0b1710 OBl BEKJIUBO MPEJIOKUTh MHE ITpaBa rocTs. ITO
[OJIXKHO [aTh BaM HEKOTOpoe yTellleHue. HaHeceHue Bpela X0355€BaM B COOTBETCTBUU C IIpaBaMu
rocTs Ob1710 OBI B BEICIIEH CTeIeH: 0eCYeCTHBIM, ¥ Ha000pOT."

MyX4YrWHa Ha MTHOBEHUE BBITTISAMIEN YOUBIEHHBIM, @ IIOTOM CKOCHJI YEPTHI JIUIA U 1T03BaJI KOTO-TO U3
TOJIIEL H03a1U cebd.

«Toperr! Upu croga, mapeHb».

Monomo# Manb4uK, KOTOpBIfI BRITJIAOEI IIOAPOCTKOM, C HEYE€CaHBIMHU PBIZKEBATHIMU BOJIOCAMH, BHIIIET



W3 TOJIIIEI W IIOAOIIE]I K My2XKYKNHE.

«[Tpunecu xneba-cou, Maab4YMK, TOCKOpee». MOIomol 4eI0BeK KaKoe-TO BpeMsi CMOTpPeIT Ha
Kparoca mupoko pacmaxHyTHIMU YyOeCHEIMU T'Ta3aMU, 3aTeM KUBHYT U 100exas Briay0b Jlareps Tak
OBICTPO, KaK TOJILKO MOTJIM €r0 HOTH.

«[ToKa MHI XIeM, He MOTJIH ObI BRI Ha3BAaTh HAM CBOE HUMSsI, He3HAKOMEII?... ¥ OTKyMIa KUMEHHO BHI?» —
CIIPOCHJI MyK4UKMHa He 6e3 37100HI.

«MeHs 30ByT... KpaToc, u g cnapranen». Tosnma 4T0-T0 60pMOTaja Ha ero 3asBjieHue, UX I ObUIH
HAIlOJTHEHHl 3aMellaTeIbCTBOM U yauBieHueM. OH He MOT pa300paTh HU CJIOBA, HO 3TO HE UMEJIO [JIsS
Hero 0O0JIBIIOT0 3HAYEHUA.

«CnapTranen? 4 HUKOTra He CJbIIIA 0 MeCTe C TaKUM Ha3BaHUEM».

"XM." KpaToc XMBIKHYJI, COBEPIIEHHO He oOpaljass BHUMaHUS Ha 3aMedaHue MYXKUMHbBL. X HHTepec K
HeMy MaJlo 4TO 3HauuJI 7S CllapTaHIla, ero ek npeobiafana Haf TI000IBITCTBOM CMEPTHEIX.

— Kaxk BHI OKa3anuch 3a CTeHou? He MCIyraBmuch, MyK4YrHa CIIOKOMHO TIOIeN manbire. CTapaeTcs
130 BCEX CUJI UITH 10 TOHKOM T'PaHU MEXMY YBaKeHUEM U aBTOPUTETOM.

«31ech 1 IOSIBUIICS».

OTa nH(poOpMaNKs B3BOJTHOBAJIA TOIIY OOJIbIe, YeM U3HAYaIbHO. BopMOTaHKe YOBOUIIOCE, M B TJIa3ax
JIIOMeH MOSIBUIIOCH elrle 0osibiie 61aroropeHus u youBaeHusi. OMHAKO OH He ITO3BOJISII 3TOMY
6ecrokouTh cebs, TPemeT U YAUBIeHUe He OBUIN TEMU 9MOLUSIMHU, KOTOPHIE OH IIPUBLIK MCIIHITHIBATS,
KOTTIa JIIOIX CMOTPST Ha Hero. OH He 3HaJl, Yero 0XKHaTh, TOTOBSCH K JTI000M BpaxkmeOHOCTH.

Ilq_ll

«[Tpubeperu cBou BOMPOCHL. [Tocie TOTo, Kak IpaBa rocTs OyAyT COOMIONEeHB, Mbl MOXKEM ITPOBECTH
3TOT Pa3rOBOP B YaCTHOM IOPsiiKe». MyKuKHa, Ka3aJI0Ch, IIOHSJI eT0 CMEICT ¥ KHBHYJI, TOTHUMASICh,
¥ MOJT9a OTCTYIIHUJI B OKUIAHUH XJ1e0a U COJIM, KOTOPHIE OH IIPOCHIL.

OHM TIPOCTOSINIM TaK ellle MUHYTY, Ipexkae yeM KpaToc cHOBa 3aMeTHI MaIb4uKa, BLIOETalomero u3
TOJIB, Ha 3TOT Pa3 C 3aBEPHYTHIM B PyKax CBEPTOM.

«To, 4TO THI mpocuil, MaHC». — 3aBIXasiCh, CKa3ajl MaJIbYKK, BHITHPAs JIMIIO IPEIIedybeM U feast
rny0oKue BOOXH.

«Crmacu00, mapeHb. BepHuch Ha CBOii oCT». MyXK4uHa B35/ CBEPTOK Yy MaJbyiKa, KOTOPHIH ellle pas3
OpICcTpO B3rIAHYJ Ha KpaToca, nmpexye yeM y6exkaTh, U pa3BepHYII ero. JIuep 0CTOPOKHO MOOIIeN
U IIpefcTaBui cogepxkuMoe Kpartocy. Xneb u conb, 00br9HEIe ¥ TPOCTHIE. OH B35 XJ1e0 1 MeJIEHHO
OTJIOMHUJT HEOOJIBINON KyCOYeK, YTOOH HUKOT'O He MCIyraTh, IIPeX/e YeM HaTepeTh COIb ¥ CheCTh.

Tak mpaBa rocts coboganuch. Temeps OHU MOTTIH TIePeRTH K BaxKHBIM BOIIPOCAM, JIIOOU BOKPYT HETO
3aMeTHO pacciaabunuck. Myx4rHa Ha0II0mal, Kak OH ecT xJ1eb, u ¢ 061erYyeHrneM KUBHYII, IpexXae
yeM KecToM Besell KpaTocy ciiemoBaTh 3a HUM, KOTTla OHYM HaIIPaBUJIKCH B 1arepb. Ero kanuTaHk, a
KpaToc 3HaJI, 4TO OHM TaKMe, He XKIa/Iy PUIJIAIIeHNsT 1 MOJIYa CIIe[[OBa/IA 38 HUM.

Tonma nerko paccTynuiack nepeq HUMHU, I0Ka OHY 1K Hasbine. Bce Momyany, Ha Ulax ObIIH
pa3Hbie BEIPAXKEHUS HAOEXK/bl, YOUBIEHHUS U OTKPOBEHHOU PafgoCTu. [Tpoxoas MUMO, HEKOTOPEIE
HavaJld TPOTaTh ero, Kak Obl yIOCTOBEPSSICh, YTO OH HacTOsmMuM. CHAavYala BCe HAYaslioCh C MaJioro,



IIOTOMY YTO OHH ObLIM POOKKMMM, HO YeM rTy0Ke OH BXOOUII B TOJIITY, TEM CMeJiee OHU
CTAHOBUIIMCh. BCKOpe BCe CTaIHM TONMUTHCS, YTOOB MPUKOCHYTHCS K HemMy. OH cTapasics He
obpalrnaTh Ha 9TO BHUMAHUS, TIATEILHO BEIBEPSS YEPTHI JIMIlA U IIOMABIISAS HapacTaollee B HEM
pasmpaxenue. [IyTh K IaaTKe oKasacs AJUHHee, YeM OH 0XKHKIaJl, HO OH IIPE/III0I0XKNII, YTO
KOMaHIUP X0Ten Obl, YTOOH OHa HaXOMWIAcCh B IIEHTPE Jlareps. YMHO U HafleKHO.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB OHM HAaTKHYJIMCh Ha OOJBINYIO TaJlaTKy, ¥ OH ITOI03PeBa, 4To 3TO OyayT YeTBEPTh
HOMMHAJbHAIX NI, Bo3Jle majaTKu CTOSIM TPOe: CTapyxa, MOJiofias XKeHIIrHa 1 pebeHok. [Tomoins
no0nuXKe, OH y3HaJl B HUX TPOUX JIIOflel U3 IPYIIE, KOTOPHIX CIIac paHee. ManeHbKas IeBOYKa
PAIOCTHO YXMBIISIacCh ¥ B3BOJTHOBAHHO IOIIPEITHBAIa, MOJIOfAst KEHIIKMHA CJIerka ybibasacs,
IIBITASICh CePXkKaTh ee, HO He CMOIJIa, B TO BpeMs KaK y CTAapyXu Ha CMOPIIIEHHOM JIMIle urpaja
TIOHMMaAIOIIasi YXMBIIKa.

— Tl mputen, Tl Ipuies! — BOCKIUKHYIa MajleHbKast eBOYKa, BTaliHe PaflysICh, UTO ee XKeJlaHue
COBLIIOCK.

«KoneuHo, npumen. Kak s u ckasana, auTd. KOXXaHWH MHE He IIOBEpUJI, K HallleMy CTHIAY, He
TIOITOTOBUJICS NOJIXKHBEIM 00pa3om». CTapeHIHa 1moxkauoBanach, BCe ellle C JOBOIbHOU yIHIOKOM Ha
nuie.

Komaugup B3moxHy. «[la, s He Bepuil. Ho oH ceiidac 31ech, ¥ s X0Tes Obl IIOTOBOPUTD C HUM
HaepuHe. [Tommu».

«OH Moii IyTh . ITO MHI BCe TeIlepb UOEM 3a HUM, laXKe Te, KTO ellle He 3HAET ero».

«IToTOponUTECH CO CITIOBAMH, XKeHIMHA. HaMm HyKHO 06CynuTh BaxKHBIE fefla». — Mpopsryan Kparoc,
IIOYYBCTBOBAaB, YTO IIOKUJION YEJIOBEK Ilepe HUM CHUJIBHO OTIMYAEeTCS OT OPYTUX CMEPTHBHIX.

— [Ia, o rocnoguH. He oOpalras BHUMaHHUS Ha €r0 Pe3KHH T'0JI0C, OHA OTBETHUJIA U IOILITAIaCh
YBECTH OCTaJIbHBIX 63 ITPOTECTOB U CIIOPOB.

KomaHOup cTpaHHO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha HEro, HO He CcKa3aJsl HU cJioBa. [IoKa XKeHIMHA YBOAMIIA X,
MaJieHbKas ieBouKa 00epHYyJiach ¥ CIIPOCHIIA, YBUIHUT JIX OHa €r0 CHOBA, M30 BCEX CUJI CTapasiCh He
CHaBaThCs, HECMOTPS Ha YBEILIEBAHUS MTOXKUION XKEHITMHEL. KpaToC MOJouIes K Hel U Oy CTUICS
mepeq Hell Ha KOJIeHH, ero rjla3a CMOTPEIH IPSIMO Ha Hee, IpexXe YeM OH ITOJIOXKUI PYKY ed Ha
TI71e490, MSATKO YCIIOKAuBasl.

— Kak Tebs 30ByT, IeBOYKa?
«Most Maa, 30BeT MeHst ATpeeli». OHa OTBeTHUJIA, MOJIYa I'Isas ce0e 1Mo HOTH.

Cepntie Kpartoca cxaiock OT TOPsi OT ee CJI0B, HO OH He IIoKa3asi 9Toro. OH B35 ee o[ 000POL0K
¥ TIOMHSIIT TOJIOBY.

«f1 He OKUHY 3TOT Nlareps, Atpes. Tak 4To fga, THl yBUAUIIL MEHSI CHOBa. bynb B 3TOM yBepeHa». OHa
IMIAPOKO yNBIOHYJIACh, IpeXae yeM O0HATh eT0 U N00IarofapuTh 3a CliaceHue, Ipexae 4eM CHOBa
IIPUCOEIUHUTHCA K OCTaJIbHEIM. KpaToc CMOTper1, Kak OHU YXOOAT, IPeXKae YeM IIOBEPHYThCS K CBOEU
rpynne, O0JBIIMHCTBO U3 KOTOPHIX CTPAHHO CMOTpeu Ha Hero. Oco0eHHO ronyboria3as XeHIuHa
Oblyla TaKOM Ke HEeNPOHUIIAeMOH, KaK BCerfa, XOTs OH MOT CKa3aTh, YTO €e OCTOPOXKHOCTh HECKOJIBKO
YCIIOKOUIIaCh, KOTIa ee 1103a CTajla MeHee HalpPsIXKEHHOMU.

OH oborien KOMaHAKWpa ¥ BOIIET B ITAJIaTKY, OCTaJIbHEIE TIOCTIeIoBaiy 3a HUM. [Ipu3pak CrapTh yxKe
coOupascs U3I0KUTb CBOIO MBEICITb, KOTHa OfWH U3 HUX, PHIZKEBOJIOCHIH, 3afal BOIIPOC.



— Tol - Crapei Bor?

Xots KpaToc 3TOr0 He BUel, KOMaHIUP MaCTEPCKH CepKa MPOKJIITHE, KOTOPOe OH COOMpPAICs
OpOCUTH Ha CBOET0 JIEWTEeHaHTa, BMECTO 3TOT0 MPeArnoynuTas 6eccBa3HO 60PMOTATh O MOJIUTBE,
ocTaBIeiics 6e3 OTBeTA.

[Toxoxe, BIepeayu Y HET0 MHOTO PabOoTHI.
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