B 24:00/00:00 yac unu monHOo4b. MecTb [Iepcuu BOT-BOT [OJIKHA Obl/Ta HA4aThCH.

B Benoit u Opurokou [lonnoun. biepnnsiii [Tonymecsl ocBeTus cBOUM ApKuM JIyHHEIM CBETOM BCe
TBopeHue. HouHoe HeGOo ObIJIO IIOJTHO IYHKTHUPHAIX SPKUX 3Be3f. Temutie IlymmmcTteie O6aka IpOLIIT
yepe3 Hebeca. Betep 6v11 XonogHeIM bpr3oM, KoTopkhl# mpoien yepe3 Hebeca u 3emio.

B necy 0v1n HeOOMBINON Py BO3Jie ycTyna. [Ipya Ol KpUCTaIbHO YUCTHIM U CIIOKOMHBIM. OTO OBLI
[Tpekpacusnii [Ipyn, u T'ony6as Boga oTpaxkana fApkue 3Be3nnl, YcessHHBIe ToOYKaMu Haf He6oM.
Bokpyr npyna pociu fiepeBbs, KyCThl, TpaBa U MallOPOTHUKU. DTO OBIIIO THX0€ U KpacuBOe MECTO.

B monHOYs momkHa OblNIa pa3BepHYTHCS OUTBA ABYX MaJeHbKUX CYIIECTB. [IByMs CyIIleCTBaMu ObLIH
MajieHbKas 6enast 3Mes ¥ Mefoen. buTBa 3a 3Mest momkHa Oblla OTOMCTUTh U BEPHYTh cebe YecCTh.
st Memoena 9To OblyTa MPOCTO OUTBA MPOTHUB [1OOBIYH.

Y mByx cyiiecTB ObITM pa3HbIe ey B 6uTBe. []Boe U3 HUX CMOTPEINH OPYT APYTY B r'ma3a. OmuH Ob
CIIOKOeH, Kak Yucrtas Bopa, a [Ipyro# Obin mosioH JJukocTH. [IBoe OB IOTHOMN
IIPOTUBOIIOIOKHOCTBIO APYT Apyra. Memoen poguics B IUKOM Ipupone, a 3Mes Obljla pa3yMHBIM
CyILIECTBOM.

«[lymaTh, 4TO 51 yBUKY TeOs 3mech». [lepcust CIIOKOMHO mogyMaa o Mefoene. Y Ilepcuu Gvina
TIPUBLIYKA TOBOPUTH MBEICTIEHHO, TIOCKOJIBKY V Hee He OBIIIO CIIOCOOHOCTH TOBOPUTH. Memoe[ He XOTe
CIIBILIIATH €€ CJIOB, HO €€ CIIOKOWHOM ¥ OITaCHOM MaHephl OBeJeHuUs OBIIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH
IpeNyIpenuTh Mefoena.

Mepoen prryan B ctopony Ilepcuu. OHO BcioMHMIIO ee? [100kIYa, KOTOPOH YOAIOCh BEIPBATHCS U3 €0
PyK? Mepmoen Hayasl yrpoXKawIluM OBUKEHUEM ABUTaThCA B CTOPOHY [lepcuu. OH mymar, 4To
[Tepcus ero 60UTCS, HO 3TO TaK¥kKe OBITIO M3-3a HEIHEITHUX pa3MepoB [lepcumn.

[lepcust Havana ABUTaThCS U obexkaina K Megoeny. OHa 6pocunack K Megoeny Ha ObICTpOT
ckKopocTtu. Memoen Obl1 YauBieH, yBumeB MaleHbKYI0 3Mel0, HAIIPaBISIOIIyIOCs K HeMy. Memoen
OBICTPO 3aHSJT 000POHUTEIHHYIO MTO3UIIHIO.

[Tepcust oTkphlia YemocTs U puMeHuna Husmmi Ykyc. Memoen ObICTPO YBEPHYJICS OT aTakKu
[Tepcuu u MeTHYN B Hee Jlany. Ilepcust ucmonb3oBasa CBOe BOJIHUCTOE TEJIO, YTOOE! JIETKO
YBEPHYTLCS OT JIallkl Mefloena, ¥ OHU BABOEM OTCTYIUIM K Oeperam npyna.

[Tpoxnapusiii Bpus BeTpa npoturen vepe3 [IByx CyiecTs, KOTOpble 00MeHSITUCh aTakKaMu. CIIOKOWHBIN
IpyO MeIIeHHO 00pa3yeT HeCKOIbKO BOJIH U3-3a Opu3a BeTpa. HacekoMble U ipyTHe CyLecTBa B
JIecy BCe ellle IyMesu. ITo OBIJT 3HAK TOTO, YTO uxX 60phba Oblyia He3HauuTeapHOM. Ho miis [Tepcun
310 Oblyla BazkHas 6uTBa. OHa UCIBITama Okl CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO M3 I'IyOMHEI CBOETO cepara. CTpax,
KOTOPHIM OHA UCIThITajIa, KOTHOa Ha Hee OXOTHUJICS MeHoe.

— BBICOKOMEPHO C TBOEYW CTOPOHH CMOTPETh Ha MEHS C TaKUM NuULioM. I[lepcus mogymarna mpo cebs,
TS0 Ha 1o Mepoena. 9To He BOCIIPUHUMAIO ee Bcepbe3. OH Bcerpa OymeT HeNOOLleHUBATh ee 13-



3a TOCJIeHero opaXkeHNs U ee HBIHEIIHEero pa3Mepa. Menoena He 3a00TUIIN MBICIIH, KOTODhIE
IPUXOAUIU B rojioBy Ilepcun, mockonbky [lepcus Gbiia mpocTo Ho6kIYeit, KOTOPYIO ChEeNH.

3aTteM Mepoen atakyet [lepcuio Bo BTOPOU pas.

«Tck...» Memoen Ovin1 HeympasiseM, 1 OH ObUT HEIIPeaCKa3yeM, Kak OUKOe CYIIecTBO. OTO ObLI
IIePBBIN pa3, Korga Ilepcus BCTpeTHa 9YTO-TO, C YeM OHa MOIJIa cpaxkaThcs. Ilepcust 6eccTpalirHo
CKOJIb3HYJa K Mepnoeny. OHa Oblyla BO MHOTO pa3 CUIbHEe, Jydllle u ObicTpee, yeM paHbiie. OHa
HUKakK He MOrJjIa IOTepIeTh mopaxeHnue oT CyIiecTBa U3 ee IMPOLIIOTO.

IBoe u3 HUX Havyanu oOMeHSIThCS BTOPHIMU. Meoen UCII0Ib30BaJl CBOM IBE JIAIIHl M Halaa Ha
[Tepcuto co Bcedt cBoel cuoii. [lepcust GBICTPO YBOpauuBaeTCst OT BCeX ATak, XOTsI OBIIIO BCETO 2
namnsl. [Toce yKIIOHEHUS OT aTaku Mefoena. [lepcus ObICTPO OTKphTa YenmocTh U Havasla aTaky. OHa
yKycHa TeJio Mefoefia ¥ OBICTPO OTCTYIIHIIA.

«XM... Toncras mkypa? Kak u oxupnanocs, CymnecTBo — OGHO U3 caMbIX XpaOphIx B MoeM CTapom
Cgere. Ilepcus momymara 1mpo cebst, X0JIOMHO TIISIAs Ha Mefoefia. Memoe BCTPSIXHYIT TEJIOM,
IIOCKOJIBKY Ha Hero, BepOsATHO, TOBnusI yKyc [lepcun. X0Ts 0OH He MPOH3UI WIKYPY, OH MOT
IPUYUHUTH 0APCYKY CUIBHYIO OOJIb.

«3TO CIUIIKOM TOJICTO M PHIXJI0». [lepcus momymara mpo cebs. Memgoen Havyasr aTakoBaTh [lepcuio.
[Iepcus TakXke CKOnIb3HYJa K Menoeny. [Ipexne uem Mepnoen cMor atakoBaTh. Ilepcus OTKphLia
IIacTh ¥ YKyCuJla Mefioefia 3a jamny. OHa ObICTPO OTCTYIINIIA U IOMSTHIIach OT Mefloefa.

— IIpocTo moTOoMy, 4TO y TeOsI MpOYHas KOXKa. ITO He 3HAUMT, YTO BH HermobemguMel. MajleHbKHH.
[Tepcuu ymanoch gorafiaThCs O TeKyIled ctaguu Mepmoena. 9To Bce elle ObIT MOJIOO0M Meoe[, ¥ OH
ObLn mercTBUTENbHO OeccTpalnHbiM. OH cuuTan cebs HemobemuMBIM B 0071aCTH, ITOTHOM C1abbIX
CYIIECTB.

«MHe IT0BEe3J10, UTO 3TO He B3POCIBIN». [lepcus mogymarna mpo ce0si. Bo3M0OXKHO, OHa He CMOXKET
no0euTh B3POCJIOTro, IOTOMY YTO OHa MajieHbKasi. Ho oHa Morya cpaXaThCs IIPOTUB MaJleHbKHUX.
[Tepcuu notpeboBaIoCh HEKOTOPOE BpeMs, YTOOH AorafaThCsl, MOCKOIbKY OHa Oblla 04eHb
MajieHbKOU. VX pa3dMepsl BRITIAOAT 4ygoBUINHO And [lepcuu. «Xex... Mog MakcuMabHas CKOPOCTh
60 kM/4. { TakXKe MOT YBEIUYUTH CBOIO CKOPOCTh Ha MaKCUMyMe 3a 2 CEeKyHABL. f TOXKe MaleHbKUU
MOHCTP»>.

«AKTUBUPYHUTE YCKOPEHHBIM MBICJIUTEIBHEIN IIpo1iecc». Mup BoKpyr [lepcuu noinen MenjieHHee.
[lepcusa Havana ataky Ha bapcyka. HacTasna ee ouepenb aTakoBaTh Ha IIOJIHOM CKOPOCTH. Menmoen
OBICTPO KMCIIOIL30BAJ CBOM JIamkl MPOTHUB [Tepcuu. OH TaKKe MBITAJICS MCII0Ib30BATh CBOU YEITIOCTH
npotuB [lepcuu. K coxanenuto, [Tepcust Bce aTo npenpumena. OHa OBICTPO YBOPAUMBAETCS M KycaeT
JIam BO BTOPOH pas.

ITepcust OGBICTPO OTCTYIIHIIA, YTOOH He MOIACTh IO IIKBAJI aTak Mefoeaa. X0Ts OH OB elle MOJIO,
[Tepcus He JOJIXKHA €TI0 HEJOOIIEHUBATh.



«YTOOBI KyCaTh B OTHO U TO K€ MECTO, Hy?KHa TOYHOCTb... MHe II0BEe3J10, YTO g 3TO caemnan». [lepcus
mogyMaja mpo cebs. Megoen B3BU3THYT 0T 00, OH OB eIlle MOJIO, ¥ Y Hero TakxXe He OBbII0
pomuTesiel, OXpaHSIIIKUX ero. Memoen ObUT Mox0xK Ha Ilepcuio. Pe6eHOK B cepemune Hurge. K
COKaJIEeHU0, eMy IIPUIIOCh IIPOUTH 110 IyTu Ilepcuu.

[Tepcus mocMoTpesa Ha Mefioefla C XOJIOOHBIM BhIpaxkKeHueM nuila. Memgoen He BIpaboTal UMMYHUTET
npoTuB BeHoMa, Tak Kak OblT CcIUIIKOM Mojiof. [lepcust Moria youTts Memgoena ¢ moMoIIbio BeHoMa,
HO y [lepcuu Onina Ta xKe 1mpobema. Y Hee He ObI0 BeHOMaA, Tak Kak OHa Bce elle Oblyia MaJIbIIIKon
3meun. Ho YemocTs Ilepcun Ovla cuibHA. Ee KITBIK TakKe OBbIT IPOYHBIM U OCTPHIM.

'BonpHO?' — mogyMarta ITepcusi ¢ yxMblikod Ha nute. Hactana oyepens Y6ionka cTpagaTth 3a To,
YTO OH CBHeJl ee XBOCT. B ToT MoMeHT, Korfa I[lepcus yBumenna Megoena. Y Hee Bcerma ObII0
HaMepeHNe MYy4YuTh, OHO XPaHUJIOCH TTTyOOKO B ee cepflle. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OHa Oblla flajieka OT
BceMmorymiero Yenoseka. OHa Gbisia CyIiecTBOM € pa3ymMoM. B necy Bce OBLIM paBHBI, U MUJIOCEPANE
He [I0IIyCKaJloCh.

«ToI Bce etle cMmenelid, UHTepecHb#, Manenbkuit bapcyk». Ilepcust 030pHO mogymara mnpo ce6s. Ha
JUIe Mefoesa Bce ele OBII0 XMypoe BripaxkeHue. OMHON TpaBMOM OHO OB He TIOYYBCTBOBAJIO CTPAaXa.
OH TakxXe TIBITAJICS MIPUCIIOCOOUTHCS K 60/H, KoTopyio npuuuHsna [Tepcusi. Ecnu 6b y Hee OblIx
0oree OMUHHBIE KJIBIKM, OHA MOTJIa OBl CJIOMaTh KOCTH Mefoefa.

Jlana mMefoena Oblsla paHeHa yKycoM 3Meu Ilepcuu. Ee KibikaM ygaeTcsl IPOHUKHYTD B TOJICTYIO
mKypy 6apcyka fAura. Ee arpuOyThl ObITM HaMHOTO BHIIIE aTpubyTOB Mepmoena. OT CKOPOCTH,
cTouKocTH u cunkl. Ilepcus Owima OII, maxke ecnu oHa Oblyla 3Meel.

Mepoen nokaydas rojoBoi. OH GBI ONUH ITOCPenH jieca. ['Iymo ObIJI0 IyMaTh, YTO B 3TOM MECTHOCTH
00HMTaIOT TOJIBKO clabkle cylecTBa. Meoen IOMBITAJICS MOIIeBeIUTh CIOMaHHOM namnoi. Kposb
Me[JIeHHO BhHITeKalla U3 OTBEePCTUH, KOTOphIe [Iepcus mpopenana o Memoena.

— IIpopmomxum? Ilepcust nogymasa mnpo cebs. Bech npyp 6bi1 B THIIKHE. [[BOE U3 HUX ObIIA COBCEM
OIHU B IIPYLY, Cpaxasch 0€3 IPUYUHEL. ITO ObIJIO He U3-3a T0JI0fla MK 4ero-To eile. OHu
TIOCCOPUIIACH M3-3a MPebIAyIuX 00un. [lepcust CMOTPHUT IPSIMO B Ijla3a Memoeny.

— K coxarnenuio, s He MOT'Y TOBOPUTb... — Pa304apoBaHHO B3oxHya [lepcusi. OHa pa3roBapuBaila
caMma c coboil ¥ IpUHsIa BEpaXKeHUe Iulla Mefoena, 4ToOw obmaTecs. OHa 3Hala, 4TO MeJoen
pa303/IuICcs IoCIie TOTo, KaK OHa ero yKycusna. Memoen, Kak [IpaBuilo, oaceH, KOTfa ero 3aroHsIoT B
yTOJL

«B m060M cy4yae, IPUIIIIO BPeMs AJIsT BTOPOTo payHOa». Ilepcus momymara mpo cebs ¢ XOTOIHBIM
BBIpaXkeHHEM Ha 3MerHOM nuile. OHa OrICTPO Opocuiiack K Megoeny. OHa Heclach Ha BHICOKOM
ckopoctu. Ee YckopeHHbIn MEICTUTENBHBIN [IpoIlecc BUmen KaXaoe OBUXKeHUe Menoena. Memoen
3aHSJT 000POHUTEIIBHYIO TIO3ULIUIO.

[Tepcus mpockonIb3HyJa CKBO3b TpaBy U UcYe3na U3 10J1g 3peHus. OHa mosBUIack o3anu Mengoena
u 6eicTpo yrycunia Hory. Ee Kneiku nponsator Hory, Ho [Tepcus Ha 3TOM He ocTaHOBWIack. OHa



OTKPBIBAET YEJIIOCTh U CHOBA KyCa€T HOTY. ‘{epe3 OTBEPCTHUA Me[Joela BEITE€KaJld KPOBb.

Mepoen B3BU3THYI OT 60N ¥ MCIIOJIH30BAJI CBOM POT WUIJIX JIallkl, YTOOH HanacTh Ha [lepcuto. Ero He
3abotuina 6011k B Teje, ¥ OH XOTeN TOJbKO yOouTh [lepcuto. Ilepcus yKIOHSETCS OT KakXA0M aTakKu
Mepnoena. OH Obll c;1abee U MefjeHHee, 4eM 00br9HO. [lepcus mIBUranach OCTOPOXKHO, YTOOH He
IIOTIACTh B JIOBYIIKY.

[Tepcus mpocKonb3HYyJa 4Yepe3 Telo Mefoefa U YKyCula HellOBpeXAeHHYo Jlany Megoena. OH
IBITasICs YKyCUTh [Iepcuio coOcTBeHHOM YemtocThio. Ho, K coxkamnenuto, [lepcus xopoIio Biagesna
CBOMM TeJIOM. Bhlsla TpuynHa, 10 KOTOPo# cymecTByeT ATpubyT KoopauHaius.

— Muro... — [Tepcusi BepHYyIach B UCXOTHOE IOJI0KeHue. Memnoeq OB OUeHb 30J1 Ha HallafleHus
[Tepcuu. OH Hayvan IpeceoBaTh ee, IOCKOIbKY €ro JIUI0 ObLJIO IIOJTHO AUKOCTH. [Tepcust CKONb3uia
II0 TpaBe, U el ObIJIO BCe paBHO, UTO 3a Hell ToHUTCS Mepoeq. OHa ucmonb3oBana [Ipyn Kak XOpoIIyio
mperpany mojs Mefioefia, TaK YTO B TaHHBI MOMEHT OHU IT10/I3aJIi KPyraMH.

«KaxkeTcs, oH OTEPSI paccymok». [Tepcust mymarna mpo ce6si, CKonb3s 1o TpaBe. OHa gBUTANIAch He
O04eHb OBLICTPO ¥ IIPOCTO CKOJIb3MJIa HOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, YTOOB! OBITH BCETO B BOJIOCKE OT JIall
Mmenoena. Korga oHa mepecekasna nmepeceyeHHYI0 MECTHOCTb U KPYXKUia Haf MaJbIM IIPYIOM C
MeoenoM mmo3agu Hee, Ilepcusi mOYyBCTBOBAJIa YTO-TO CTPAHHOE.

«XM... [TocTymaioT MHOXKECTBEHHbIE CUJIbHEIe BuOpaluu. Tekylee HampaBneHue CeBepHas 4acTh
neca. I'pymnna CyIiecTs, KOTOPEle MOTYT OXOTUThLCS HOUYbM0. [Tepcusi mymarna mpo ce0si, CKONIb3s yepe3
[TanopotHuku. OHa ITOCMOTpPEIa B TOM HaIlpPaBlIeHUH, TIe 9XOM OTHaBanuch Bubpauuu. Bubpaiuu
HaIlPaBIISAINUCH K IIPYAY.

[Tepcust o6epHynach ¥ 3acTaja Bpaciiiox Menoena. OHa OGLICTPO YKyCHIa HETIOBPEXKAEHHYIO HOT'Y
Mepqoena. [Tocie yKyca OHa yKycHiia elre pa3, 4ToOnl yoenuThcsi. Menoena He 3a60TUIN PaHHL 110
BceMy Teny. OH Me[IJIeHHO Tepsisl KPoBb U Obln elrie Mosiof. OH ObUT CTaObIM, B OT/IMYKE OT CBOUX

poauTenen.

Mepmoeq nepecTas OBUraThCA U yrall Ha 3eMiIto. XoTd Mepgoeq yiian Ha 3eMii0. Ero riasa mo-
npexkHeMy ObIJIM cocpefoToueHHl Ha Tene [lepcun. Y [lepcun Ha 3MeMHOM JIKlle TIOSBUAJIACh YXMBIJIKA,
¥ OHa MCYe3Ja U3 MoJis 3peHus Menoena. OHa MOSIBUIIACH MTO3aAX HETO U OBICTPO YKYCHUIla Mefioefia
3a ILIeH.

«MHe OymeT cKy4HO yOuBaTh Tebs...» — mopyMarna Ilepcus, X0IofHO IIssd Ha Mefoena. Menoeq He
3HAJI CTpaxa ¥ MPOIOIKal CMOTPeTh Ha [Tepcrio CBOMMY CBUPEIILIMY TJla3aMu. Y HEro OBIIO MOJIHOe
JKejaHue pa3opBaTh [Iepcuio Ha YacTH, HO He XBATHJIO HA 9TO BHIHOCIIMBOCTH.

«$%1 0TKA3bIBAIOCh OT IOMBITOK YOUTD TeOS... 4 Ha30BY 3TO TAKTUYECKUM OTCTYILIeHueM». [lepcust
II0KayaJsia roJI0BOM ¢ HeXKHOM yIRI0KOM Ha 3MenHoM nutie. [Jukoe JIuno Mepmoena npeBpaTUIOCh B
HEBO3MYTHMOE BhHIpaxkKeHue, HO OHO TaKxXKe OBICTPO CMeHUNI0Ch Ha HacMmenky. BeposiTHO, OH myMaii,
yTo [lepcus 60UTCS €T0 YOUTE.



[lepcus ocraBuna Mefoena jiexxaTh Bo3jie npyha. OHa BEICKOJIb3HYJIA U3 IIpy[a U HalpaBUIach
o0paTHO K BBICTYMY. [Tepcust XoTea BePHYThCS JOMOM U OTHOXHYTh. PacCBeT MOJHUMETCS Yepes
HECKOJIbKO 4acoB. E¥l Hy:KeH COH, 4T0OB ee BEIHOCITMBOCTH ObIJIa HAa TUKOBOM YPOBHE.

[Toxa oHa Oblyia Ha BepiuuHe Ycryna, OHa OTNIsIHy/Iack Ha Mefoena, OTOBIXaloOIIero y npyna. Ee
Hexnas Ynbibka MejieHHO IpeBpaTUiach B XUTPYIO YIILIOKY.

«W3punu, Manenbvkuit bapcyk, s He MOTy CheCTh TeOs B Moel HblHelHel hopme. HeT npuyuun
TPaTUTh 00JIbIlle BEIHOCIMBOCTH, TIOCKONIBKY 51 HOCTUT cBoe Llenu. Tl yMpeIb 37eCh, TOTHBIN
cTpapganuii. f He yObio TebOs, KaK TBOU APY3bs COETAIOT 9TO 3a MeHg». Y [lepcuu Ovina CTpaliHas
Xutpas YneiOka, MpUIenuBIIascs K ee IuIly ¢ ee XonogueiMu I'ma3amMu. OHa ObIJIa MCTUTEIBHBIM
CYIIeCTBOM. ITO OBIIIO YTO-TO, UTO IPHUIIIO U3 IIIyOUHHI ee HHCTUHKTOB. OHa Oblna 3MeeM...

[Tpe3puTtenbHBN Mepoen Bce ellle iexkal Ha 3eMiie. Bhlsla elle HOYb, ¥ OH OB OOuH B mpyny. Unu
ato 661107 B CyMpauHoM necy 3xoM oTHoaBasniack Kopa. HeCKomIbKO j1aeB rPYyIIIIH CYLIECTB
HAIPABJISIIUCH K TTpyay. OHu MemyieHHO BRIXOOUTH U3 TbMBI. OT0 Oblu KOWOTEI, OBIBIIIHE OPY3bS
Mepoena...

[TpeneOpexuTEIHLHOE TUII0 MeOela MEAJIEHHO ITPEBPATUIIOCH B yKacatomiee. KaxkeTcs, OH MOHSI,
YTO JOJIZKHO OBIJIO CIIYYUTHCS C €0 PAaHEHBIM TEJIOM.
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