Bpewms yxuna. Malig 1 KuM Kak pa3 3aKOHYUIN BHIIOTHATEL CBOIO paboTy.
IIBeph Ha KyxXHIO BHE3AITHO OTKPHIBAETCA. BHYTphL BOeraeT ropHUYHasA U KPUKHYJIA:
— CpouHo! MHe HyXHa Maus!

Maiisl maxe He ycrea 0TpearupoBaTh, TOJIbKO HEMHOTO B3APOTHYB C JIOXKKOU B pyKe, KOTOpas
OCTaHOBUJIACh B CAHTHMETPE OT €€ pTa, Kak IoBap yKe KUBHYJIA Ha HEE:

— BoH TaMm cumur.
— Maiis! Tebs 3aBeT rocrnogus CaMI03Jb B CTOIOBYI0, — CKa3aJjia, B3[I0XHYB, TOPHUYHAS.
— ... dto?

Jloxxkka Maiin 0CTaHOBHJIACH B CaHTHMETpPEe O0TO PTa. CGKYHJIa TUIIWHEBL. [IoTOM TOPHHUYHASA 3arOBOPHUIL
CHOBa:

— Hy, u yero cugumb? I'ocmogua CaMI09/Th XOTb U OOP CO CITyraMu, HO OH BCE eIlé TBOM TOCIOINH.
[Tpexke BCero, OT HETO 3aBUCHUT, OyIelb Thl 30eCh paboTaTh UK HET.

— Jla!

U1 Maiist pBaHya B CTOJIOBYIO, @ KOT[]Ja OCTAHOBUJIACH IIEPeJ] €€ OBEPHIO OTABIIIANIACH U TOJIBKO II0TOM
3alia BHYTPb.

3an npepcTaBisan co0oit 00raTyio, OOJBIIYI0 BEITIHYTYI0 KOMHATY CO CTOJIOM M CTYJIbSIMU I10
cepenune. [TpsiMmo HanpoTuB Maiiu O OOJIBIIKME OKHA, 32 KOTOPHIMU Y2Ke TEMHENO0. A 3a CIIUHOU
OBbLJI0O HECKOJIBKO TOPHUYHBIX, KOTOPhIE IOJIXKHEI OBIJIM CpearupoBaTh Ha JI000M IIpUKa3 CBOET0
TOCIIOAMHA.

— 3opaBCTByiiTe! — roBopusia Malis rpOMKO, YTOOHL €€ YK TOYHO YCIIBIILIANIH.

Bo rnaBe crosa cumen caM nopn Camiosns. HeMHOTO cefble BOJIOCH OBbITM KOPOTKUMHU, HO HE CUJIBHO,
TaK 4TOOHI 3TO He IIJIO B yu[ep0 ero 3/1eraHTHOCTHU. [TafiKuil cephlii KOCTIOM IIpUaBal ero 00JIuKy
[IeJI0BOY BUM, HO 0L HUM SIBHO OYTPHIMCH MHIIIIIE. UyTh IIpaBee, 3a €r0 CIIMHOM CTOS eT0
KaMepauHeD.

CneBa OT Hero cumesl HeMHOTo yibiOatomuiics ToMac, a cripaBa Mapus, KOTopasi Tak ke ynbibanacs.
Brina oHa, KCTaTH, B TOM CaMOM IIJIaThe, B KOTOpOM Maiisl BiepBhle ee yBUfena. Mais Tak ke
CIIBIIIaNIa OT APYTHUX CHYT, YTO Y ToMaca ecTh ellle U CTapiinii 6paT, HO ero B IOMECThLE HET.

U ero oTCcyTCTBHE B IIOMECThe 03afadynBajo Bcex cayr. OH, KakK CTapIINii CHIH, HOMKeH ObL
yHacje[oBaTh €ro, HO KeHHUBIINCh OH BCKOpe IIepeexall B Ipyroe, Kyga MeHblllee IOMeCTbe CO
CBOUMHU 3eMJISIMU, KOTOPHIMU OH Temepsd ynpasigeT. KpallHe CKYIHBIMU 3eMJISIMU. XOOAT CIIyXH, 4TO
Ha CaMOM [ieJie OH X04eT ITPOCTO OYIPaxKHATHCS TaM, YTOOB TOTOM, BEPHYBILIKUCH JOMOM, CTATh
OOCTOMHBIM TopaoM. Ho 3To He (dakT.

— Maiist, Tak? — 00paTHIICS K HEeH JIOP{I.
— Ia! — orBeTHIa Maiid.

— Ha camowm gene st mpurnacun Te6st 6e3 KaKOR-TO BaXXKHOW MPUYUHEL [Ip0OCTO MHE OBIIIO HMHTEPECHO,
Koro xe Tomac mpuBes K HaM paboTaTh. Tak YTO paccKaxu HEMHOTO 0 cebe.



— OMM... — Maiis Ha CEKyH[y B3TIIsTHy/Ia Ha TomMaca, HO TyT e OTBeJja B3T/s0 06paTHO Ha
Comi037151, — MoKeT BaCc HHTEPecyeT 4TO-TO Apyroe? MHe Gkl HE XOTEIOCh TIOMHUMATD 3Ty TEMY...

— Xm? — JIuno CaMI03715 CMEHUIIOCH HAa HeOO0IbIlIoe YOUBIEHNE, HO IIOTOM CHOBa BEPHYJIOCH K
apucTokpaTtudyeckoMmy, — HeT. Bcé xke s HacTauBaw. MHe HHTePeCHO, y3HaTh 6onbiie. Kak TH XKuja
0o BcTpeuu ¢ Tomacom? Kak BH ITO3HAKOMUIUCH? Y1 MHOTO 4ero ele.

— ... JlagHO.
Y Matiu oco60 He ocTaBayioch BEIOOPA, a TOTOMY OHa Hadalla pacCKa3hIBaTh.

Korpma Maiist paccka3biBalia Ipo CBOI0 6eCIpU30PHYI0 XKU3Hb, CIMIO3Th XMYPHIICS, MOPIIUIICS |,
KaXKeTcsl, HEMHOTO 37IUJICs. Mapwusi, KCTaTH, pearupoBalia MIpUMepHO TakK Xe, Kak ee oTell, a Tomac
IPOCTO XMYyPHIICs. TonbKO Korma mosiBUiICsS [I2KOPIXK, UX BeIpaxkKeHus nmprobpenu Kymoa 6oee
0e3pa3TuYHEIN XapaKTep.

— fcHo... — u3pek CaM037b 07 KOHEL] UCTOPUY, — TBOS KU3Hb OblNIa HENCTBUTENIBHO TSAXKeNa,
Maiis...
— [Jla... — oTBeTHU/Ia OHa, IIOHYPUB T'OJIOBY.

— Ho Teneps MOXKelllb He TepeXuBaTh. Thl CTaja CIyroy Hallero pofa, a 3HaYUT, Teleph MOf ero
3aIIUTOH.

Maiist oT Takoro 3asiBneHuss CaMi0371s BEITyYHUa I'1a3a, HO TOTOM YCIIOKOMIACh ¥ TPOMKO CKa3aJia:
— Crmacubo!
— Ho He 3a0ynp ellle MOOYyYUTh 3TUKET. A TO OH Y Te0sT XpOMaer.

— X-xopoto!

sorsfokok

Ha cnepytomuit ners. Bo BpeMsi o6ema. BONbIIMHCTBO CIyT cOOpanuch eCThb.
U torma Matio cipocusia OgHa U3 TOPHUYHBIX:
— Maiis, a Ta ©CTOPUS BUepa - IpaBpaa?

TopHUYHOM TOM OBLIIO IPUMEPHO JIeT OBaAlaTh. ['0nyOsle BOIOCH U TonyOsle ria3a. PaHbile Matis
HUKOTZA C Hell He obianack. Ho pa3 yX& OHa 3TO CcIIpalinBaeT, TO, CKOpee Bcero, Oblia OgHOM U3
TOPHUYHBIX, CTOSIBIIUX Y CTEHBI 3a CIMHOU Mauu.

— [Jla. TIpaBma, — 4yTh HeyBepPEHHO CKalaia Maus.
— Tl K OefHSIXKKa! — KHHYyIach Ta cpa3y 0OHUMATE ee.

Maiist neITanach OTCTPAHUTCS, HO OBIIO yKe 1o3nHo. Ee nuiio cpa3y yTOHYIO B, CTOUT IIPU3HATH,
xopoiney Takou rpynu! [laxxe Malie, Kak AeByIIKe OBIIIO MIPUSITHO B HEE OKYHYTCS.

9TOM TOPHUYHOU Hadyalld BTOPUTh OPYTHE:



— Taxerno xe Tebe xunocs! Ho He BonuyMcst! Kak u cka3asn BUepa rOCIIOOUH, TH TEIEPD MO eT0
3alUTOH.

— A n1d Hac TH KakK MaJlleHbKas CeCTpeHKa! — U IIOXJIOIIAJIa IIO CIIMHE, KdK IIdaPEeHb €€ KaKaga-TOo
TOPHHUYHA.

— Kak TonpKOo 4TO-TO MOHamo6UTCs cpady ropopu! Mel Te6st BEIpydnMm!
Y1 MHOTO OpyTUX TOJI0COB Pa3faBajiuCh B CTOJIOBOM.

Maiist He 6e3 yOUBIIEHUST CMOTPEJIa 10 CTOPOHAM Ha MOIXOMSINUX K Hell CIIyT ¥ Hadajla YyBCTBOBATH,
KaK B 0671aCTH I'PYAM Ha4al0 Pa3jIMBaThCS OTPOMHOE TeIio. [IpusTHOe YyBCTBO, B KOTOPOM He OBIIO
HU 0071M, HU CTpaxa. BrIIo 4TO-TO CIOKOMHOe, 61aKeHHOE U B TO 3Ke BpeMs 04eHb cMyIaomre. Ha
ria3ax Maiiu maxKe Hayali HABOPAYMBAThLCS CJIe3bl, ¥ OHA ITOHSJIA, YTO ellle HEMHOTO U He
BBIIEPKUT 3TOTO, @ TOTOMY ellle TIy0xKe 3aphiaach B TPyOb OOHUMAIOIIeH ee TOPHUYHOM, YTOOR
CKPBITH JIUIIO.

— Kpss?! Tel uero tBopuins, Mansa?!

Takum o0pa3oMm, K Malie Hayaiu MOCTEIIEHHO IIPOHUKATHCS CUMIIATHEN BCe CIyru B moMecThe. OHa
3TOr0 He 3HaJjla, HO €€ U [I0 3TOTr0 BCe CUMTAIM 04apOBaTENIbHOW C KaXAbIM JHEM IIPHHUMAs BCE
6onee pafyIIHO.

Ho Be3me HaupyTcs UCKIIOYeHHsA. Maligd He Bufefla, C KAKOM 3aBUCTHIO B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha Hee
cMmoTpena Kum.

Bo Bpemst aToro ke obefa (mmocie Toro, Kak Maiie Bce MOCOYYBCTBOBaIM) Malig y3Hasa OT OOHOU U3
cnyr, yTo Mapuu, cectpe Tomaca, 10 BCeli BUOUMOCTH, CHOBa CTaJIo IIJI0XO.

Maiisi, KaK TOJIBKO yCIIbIIIIajia 3Ty HOBOCTh, HEMHOTO UCIIyTanach.

Ho mouyemy ke et ctano mnoxo? Elle Buepa ke BCE ObIJI0 HOPMAaIbHO... @ KOT/Ia OHU XOOUIN Ha
IIPOTYJIKY, TO Mailisi HUKaK He CMoTJia Obl loTafaThCs, YTO C Mapuel 4To-TO He TaK.

“Haperocs, ¢ Hel Bce OymeT B mopsiake”

B TOT ke meHb BeUepOM BBISICHUJIUCSH ellle Koe-Kakue 00513aHHOCTH Maiiu.

— CeropHst HOUBIO TeOe mpuaeTcs paboTaTh, — CKa3ajia CBOMM 0eCCTPACTHBIM IojiocoM Kum.
— YTO TaKOr0o MHE IIPUIETCs AeaTh?

— Kax 06b14HO - yOupaThCs.

— Houbw?! — yauBunace Maiis.

— Ia.

[Tocrne aToro oHa Bhifajia Maiie BEIpO C TPSAIKOM, MOWILNE CPECTBa U CBEYKY Ha IOJCTaBKe C
PY4YKO# B (opMe MOJIOBUHKHU CEpAIaA.

— Tebe HyKHO OymeT TPoTepeTh BCe KOPUAOPE! HOYLIO.

— ... Tonbko momn?



— [a.

— Ho Begp TeMHO...

— ¥ Tebs ecTh CBEUKa.

— ... Hous GymeT monroii...

[Tocne ToOTrO, KaK BCe JIET/IM cllaTh Malig Hayasa paboTy.

K3-3a TOro, 4TO MPUXOOUIIOCH pab0oTaTh B TEMHOTE, OHA BCE BPeMs [BHUTajla CBEUKY, ITOKa
IIPOJBUTAJIAChk II0 KOPUAOPY. A Tak Kak JIBUTajach OHA Ha YeTBepeHbKax, KOJIEHKH U CIIMHA OT TaKOoMn
paboThl CUIBHO OOIENH.

Y BepHYyTCS Ha Yyeppak Matis cMoriia TOJIbKO mmof yTpo. Kak pas, Korjga oHa co0upanach 3aiTH B
CBOIO KOMHATY, TO YBHUAEJa BEIXOOAIIYIO U3 COCeqHEeN KOMHATH KuM.

— ITobpoe yTpo, — MOIPUBETCTBOBAIa OHA €6 COHHBIM I'0JIOCOM.

— Iobpoe, — oTBeTHIa KuMm.

— B mepBHIit eHb, KOTTIa TH MeHS pa30yauia, T 9TUM 3aHMMasach? IIoToMy Takasi COHHas Oblna?
— [la.

— JTO0 TaK TAXKeNO... [JeMCTBUTENIBHO JIX 3TO HYXKHO?

— ITomecTbe Bceraa OOJXKHO OBITh YUCTHIM Ha Cydal IPUOBITUS IPYTUX JIOPHOB.

— OHHU 4TO, ¥ HOYBIO MOTYT 3asBUTCA?

— Hagep#o... Cetuac ropa3mgo pexe IPUXOOUTCS 3TUM 3aHUMAaThCS. PaHbllle HU3MIas TOPHAYHAS
Ienaja 9TO OfMH pa3 B [IBa [HS, a cefyac ofgHa jito0as TOpHUYHAS 110 COCTABIIEHHOMY PaClUCaHUIo.
[Toka ouepenpb J0 TeOsI CHOBA JOMUMET, MPOMOET YyTh G0JIbIlle ABYX HEOED.

— fcHo... [logoxkpau-Ka. EcTh 1 gpyrue Hu3IMe ropauyssie? [IpocTo g ux He BUIena.

— Hert. Tonbko Mel BgBoeM. Ho Gosbliiie ¥ He Hago. 3a00TUTCS O Belllax CIIYyT He HyXKHO Tak Ke
IIeNeTUIIbHO, KaK 0 X035UCKUX. bombIie mofeil mpocTo He HYyKHO.

— MwMwM... KuM, MHe KaxeTcsi, UJIA THI CTajla Co MHOM Kyna 6osee o0uuTenbHa?
— ... KaxerTcs.

Ho Maiist TouHO BHfeNa, Kak pacCCTOsiHHEe MeXOy HUMHU IIOHEMHOI'Y COKpPAIllaeTCA.
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