Matie Tak ¥ He yIanoch BCTPeTUTCS ¢ TomacoM. ITpocTo He OBIJIO BpeMeHU. A Bellb OH, KaK
BBEISICHUJIOCH, CKaJl ee Tocje o0efa, HO y3HaB, UTO OHAa OTIIPaBUIACh Ha MPOTYJIKY ¢ Mapuei, mpocTo
3a0poCuII 9TO [Ees10, OTIIPABUBIIKCH K AHHE.

W BepBBIE OHA OLIYTHUIIO 3TO YyBCTBO. O6UIA OT TOTO, YTO BMECTO €€ ITOUCKOB OH PEIIUJI CXOOUTH K
Anne. OH nmpennouen AHHY, a He Matito. OT 3TOro OBUIO TOPHKO.

“4rto 3T0?”

Ckopee Bcero, Matie IpoCTO He XOTEJI0Ch, YTOOH €qUHCTBEHHBIM 3HAKOMEIM €if B 3TOM MECTe
YyeJI0BeK IIPOCTO B35 U 6pocuin ee. Tak oHa cebe 3T0 00bsICHUIIA.

A mop KoHer fHg Maiis, Kak u obelana cefe, moIia U3BUHATCS nepen Kuwm.
Ona Kakoe-TO BpeMs TONITAJIach Ha BXOME, He PellasiCh BOUTH.

— *Bgox* *BhImOX*.

OHa nogHYWMAaET CXKaTylo PYKy ¥ Ha4WHAeT CTy4daTh 10 JBEPU.

— Ku-u-um! 310 Maiisi! MHe HYXKHO ITOT'OBOPUTE C TOGO!

— Cnyuaro.

— YBa!

Ho ronoc pa3pasncs He 3a gBephIO, a cupaBa oT Maiiu. OHa, UCITyTaBLIINCh, IOBEPHYJIACh BIIPABO U
yBHMENa CTOSIIIYI0 TaM Ha PACCTOSTHUY BBITSTHYTOM PYKH [I€BOUKY.

— Oyx... He nyrau MeH4 Tax...
— ThI X0TEIa 0 4eM-TO IOTOBOPUTL? { CciylIa.
— OMM...

JIumo KuMm, Kak ¥ 0o 9TOro, HUUero He BeIpaxkaso, HO B 3TOM 6eCcCTpacTHOM T'0JIoce SIBHO OB
pa3nu4uM JIETKHM THEB.

“3HayuT, OHa MpaBaa 3MUTCA...”

Maiist 3amoio3puia 3TO ellle Bo BpeMs yxkuHa. Torga Kum mosnyana, Kak peifa, ¥ fjaxke He B3TJISHYIa
B CTOPOHY Maiiu.

— MoxkeT BC€ XKe 3aiiieM B KOMHaTy? — IIpeaoxuia Maus.
— ... JIagHO. — cormacuinachk ¢ Heu Kum.

A mocne Kum nopgoiiina u OTKDPGHIJIa HEe 3allePTYI0 IBEPb. OHa ¥ He MorJia OBITh 3aliepTa. J:[BepI/I
TOPHUYHBIX HU3IIETO 3BE€HA MMPOCTO HE UMEIOT 3aMKOB, a IIOTOMY HX ITPOCTO U3HYTPH IIOAIINPAIOT
CTYJNIbAMMU.

A ob6cTaBneHa KOMHaTa Obljla Tak JKe, KaK ¥ KOMHaTa Mariu. MajleHbKOe OKOIIIKO, CEPhIe CTEHHI,
TOJIbIe TIOJIbI, OOBIYHEIM CEePHIM MaTpall C OJesiJIOM, paKOBHHA C 3€PKaJIOM M CBOM CTOJIUK CO CTYJIOM.



YcraBmast Kum cpa3y ke yrmaja Ha MaTpPac C OfesijiOM.

— Cnymato, — cKa3asla jieka Ha CIIMHe OHa.

— 4... xorena nepep To60M U3BMHUTCSI, — HEYBEPEHHO Hadana Matis.

XO0Th OHA yKe ¥ MOXKEeT HOpMaJIbHO 00IIaThCs C JIIOObMHU, HO U3BUHSATCS OBIJIO BCE PaBHO HEJIOBKO.
— HW3BuHHU, 4TO cOexkaa, OCTaBUB Ha TeOs BCIO CBOIO paboTy. MHe IpaBaa OYeHb XKallb...

— ... Xopomo. {1 Te6s mpormato. Ho GosbIle, moxany#cTa, Tak He eak.

“U Bcé? IT0 OBINIO MOBOJIBHO-TaKM OBICTPO. OHA He OymeT 00JbIllle HUYEr0 TOBOPUTH?”

— Bcé. Moxems unTu.

— OMM... g OHI XOTeJIa ellle Koe-4TO CKa3aTh.

— JlaBau cTaHeM IogpyraMu! — BEIKpUKHYJIa Maus.

KuM, mocie JaHHOTrO IPEeJIOXKEH)sI, HEMHOTO IPUIIONHSIACH IOoAnepes cebs IeBOM PYKO# U
YOMBJIEHHO, HACKOJILKO ITO3BOJIsAET €€ 6ecCTpacTHOE JIMI0, IIOCMOTpesia Ha Maiiro.

— ... [ToueMy THI X04elTb OBITH MOEU MTOAPYTOM?

— Hy... MbI e 00e TOpHUYHBEIE HU3IIETO 3BeHa H... Ha CaMOM [ejie 5T TPOCTO X0Uy 3aBeCTH KaK
MOXKHO 60JIblIIe Opy3ed!

Kum momnyana. OTKI/IHYHa TOJIOBY Ha3a[ X Ha4alla ITPOCTO CMOTPETE B IIOTOJIOK HU Ha 4YTO, HE
06pa1.ua${ BHUMaHMS. Malid, InepecTymasda C HOTHM Ha HOT'y, Ha4adJla CAUTATh CEKYHBI 1O MOMEHTA, KaK
OHa CHOBa 3aroBOPHMT.

“... 20, 21, 22, 23...”

— Het. — oTBeTuna eirt Kum Ha ABafnaTh TPETHIO CEKYHAY.

— Hert? Ho nouemy?! — Maiis ipaBha He OXXHpala TaKOTO OTBETa.
— He xouy.

— Ho... Tul Benn obupenach Ha MeHd, ma?

— ... eno He B Tebe. MHe IIPOCTO HE XOUETCS.

Y kak OHa [0/KHA TPAKTOBATh MOJOOHLIH OTBET?

— §1... mapHo... — Cco B3MOXOM roBopuT Maiis. OHa yXKe IOHsJIa, YTO He N0ObeTCs OT Hee
[I0JIOXKHUTEILHOTO OTBETA.



E# ocTaBanoch TONBKO BBIUTHU 3a OBEPb.

kxkekekk

Cnenytomuii neHb Maiiu Havazcs Tak ke, Kak npepbipymuii. E€ npumina pa3dyauts Kum:
— Bcragaii. [Topa paboTats.

Matist Hauana OBICTPO ofieBaThCS. U BCE Ke He yaepaKaiach OT BOIIPOca:

— He nepenymarna?

— ... Her.

Y onu momnutm paboTaTk.

Kak ropHuYHbIE HU3IIETO 3BeHa, OHU NOJIKHEL OBUIH, ellle [0 TOT0, KaK BCe BCTAHYT, TOYUCTUTH 00YBb
Bcex ciyr B moMe. BCEX. A ato He Mano. Ho, Kak MUHUMYM, UM He HYKHO OBIJIO YHCTUTH 00YBb
X035€B, 3TUM 3aHUMAJIUCh APYTrUe JII0OHU.

Kamepnunep. ITo ctaTycy cpenu ciyr unet mocie 6aTinepa. YenoBek, yXxakKMBaOUIUN 38 X03TUHOM
noma, To Oex 3a CaMuaneM. YUCTUT BCIO ero ofexny U Tydnu ¢ 6oTuHKamMu. CTPUKET BOJIOCH U
OpeeT 6opony. B o01meM, crenun 3a ero BUAOM. BHIT/IsieNn OH, KCTaTU TOBOPS, XOPOIIIO, HO TTPHU 3TOM
He 3aTMeBas co00i Xx03sguHa JoMa. Y kaMepauHep [0IkKeH ObIJT COITPOBOXKIATh €0 ITOYTH Be3fe.

3a Mapueln Xe yxaxuBalla JTM4YHas TOPHUYHAS, KOTOpasd 10 CTATyCy Ijla KakK pa3 mocjiae 3KOHOMKY (4
KOTOPYIO BYepa OHa Kyfa-To ITociaa, 4Tobbl MOOLIT HaemuHe ¢ Matieit). Boobie, nuyHas
TOpHUYHAaA A0JIKHA yXaXXuBaTh 3a XKEHOU X035IMHa 0Ma, HO KaK-TO TakK CJI0KUJIOCH, YTO yXaXK1UBaeT
OHa 3a ero fo4eprio. Bo3M0XKHO, ITOCIE CMEPTH €ro KeHbl OHa ¥ Hadalla yXxaXuBaTbh 3a Mapuen. U
OHa, TOYHO TaK ke KaK KaMepauHep, 3a60TuTCs o rapaepobe, YKIaAosIBaeT BOJIOCH, OeflaeT MaKUIK,
IIOMOTaeT el OleThCA U pa3feThcs (0cobeHHO Ha 6anibl, Ky[a BCce [IeBYIIKU ONeBalOT KpaliHe
TPOMO3JKHUE TI/IaThs).

3a Tomacom Xke... HIKTO He yxaxuBaeT. ETo KOMHaTy, KOHEYHO, yOUPaIOT, ONEXKAY YUCTAT U
CTUPAIOT, HO 3TO He CPABHUTCS C 3a00TOi KaMepauHepa U TUYHON TOPHUYHOM.

“A cMmory M s CTaTh IUYHOU FOPHUYHOU ToMaca?” — MOSABUIIACE B r0ji0Be Malu CTpaHHAs MEBICTIb,
KOTJa OHa TOJIbKO 00 3TOM y3Halna.

Ho Hu3mue ropHUYHEIE, K IIy0odaliineMy coxkaneHuo Maliy, 3a00TSATCS TOIBKO 3a OfEeXO0U U
KOMHaTaMM OCTaJIbHEIX CIIyT. Tak cKa3aTh, “CIyru s ciayr”. Malie 3T0, pa3yMeeTcs, He HPaBUIOCH,
HO U NIOfieJIaTh OHAa C 9TUM HUYEro He MOTJia.

“PaHo Uy MO3MHO g 00s13aTENIbHO CTAHY TUYHOM rOpHUYHOM ToMaca.” — mocTaBuia Maiist mepeq
co00¥ CTPaHHYIO LETIb.

[Tocne obena, Korga Bce CHOBa MPUCTYIUIN K paboTe, Maliio 3acTan 3a pabotoit Tomac.
— Maiisi, — 10O3BaJl OH ee 3a CITUHOM.
Matist cpa3y ke 06epHyIach ¥ yBUeNa ero Jo0pyi0 U OT3HIBUKUBYIO YIIHIOKY.

— Tomac! — 6pocumna oHa Bce CBOM fiefia U mop0exkaja K HeMy.



E# camoii Ka3anock momobHoe MoBeeHe CTPAHHBIM. B MOMEHT, Korfia OHa ero yBUAesa, CTPaHHbIe
He BefloMbIe el 0 9TOr'0 YyBCTBA BCIBIXHY/IH B cepalle. ByoTo TeMHbIe OYKHU CIIETENH C ee JIUIA, ’
OHa, HaKOHel], yBUMesa CBET.

— O! 1 Kum 3meck. — obpamtaer Tomac BHUMaHNUe Ha MOJTYAIUBYIO TUYHOCTb.

Ceityac Maiis 1 KuM cTHpanu B MpayeyvyHor Ofexk Ay CIyr. Begb Ccyru rocrnon He HOJIKHEI BRITJISIETh
XyXke, 4eM OOBIYHbBIE TOPOMICKHE KUTEIIH.

— 31OpaBCTBYyUTE, — MOKIOHUIach KuM. ToMac ke mTpoCTO KUBHYII Ha €€ IIPUBETCTBUE.

Ho Matig 3TOTO He fefal, TaK Kak cunTasa cebsi ero mogpyro, u Obljia B 3TOM IIpaBa.

— Maiis, Korfia y Te0s1 BEIXOIHOK? — cIipocu ee ToMac.

— BrIXogHOM [IBa pa3a B HEIENIO, TakK 4ToO...

— Hy, Korga cranemurs cBo60fIHA, KaK HacueT 3arisgHyTh K AHHe? OHa BUepa CIipalrBaa o Tebe.
— CnpammuBana? B cMmeicie?

— Kak TBI TYT yCTpOUIach, OTHOLIEHHUS C KOJJIEKTUBOM, MOSIBUJIACE JIX APY3bs U Tak Aajee.
Maiisi BbITy4uJia I'1a3a B yAUBJIEHUH.

— Heyxenu oHa... — B HeBepuUu CKa3aja Maiis.

— ITa. XoTs AHHa YacTo Haf TOOOW 37T00HO MOAIIYYMBAET, HO BCE K€ BOJIHYETCS. — U JaxXKe MOJI0KUII
PYKY Ha rojioB Matiu, mornaaus. JIMIO ero mpy 3TOM BeIpazkaao KpalHIOW CTeleHb 3a00TH - JIeTKast
ynbIOKa ¥ 0OOPHIN B3TIAL.

Maiig ITOKPHIIIACh KpaCKOfI. He TonpKo OT ero BHe3alHBIX IOTJIaKUBAHUM, HO U OT 3a00TH AHHHI.

— A n-modeMy THI He paccKa3sajl 0 CBOEM [IHe POoXKOeHUu?! — BHIKPUKHYJIa B CMyleHun Maruid. [laxe
3aMKaThCs Hadalla, COBCeM KaK paHbIIIe.

— A? — Tomac yOparn pyKy c ee royioBel, — Kak-To He mogymart...

— A nyxHo On110! 4 XKe maxke mMoapoK IOATOTOBUTD He yciiena! — Hadana Mailis ero B IIyTKY
JIETOHBKO OUTE.

— N3BuHU-U3BUHU!

Boo61re, Maiist Ol Bpsifi i1 TIOATOTOBMIA OBl XOpOIKii mogapok ToMacy Ha meHb poxaeHusi. OH BeOb
apucrtokpart. Hy, el Tak KaxeTcs.

— A BooO111e TOMApOK ceiyac Jaxe He HYXKeH, — IIporoBopuil Tomac.
— MMM? — B He[IOyMeHUU OCTAHOBUJIACh Maiisl.

— JleHb poxKmeHUE MPa3mgHYeTCS KaXObi rof. 9To mpaBma. Ho yarlile Bcero 3To mpa3gHUK B KPYTY
CeMbH, ¥ HUKTO B OCHOBHOM He [ieJTaeT MmofgapKu. TOJTbKO pa3 B MATh JIET YCTPAUBAIOT JeWCTBUTEIIBHO
OonbIire TpPa3gHUKY, KyMa IPUTIAIIAlOT APYTUX T0PAoB. ToNMbKO Toroa gapsarcs nogapku. Tak, mo-
MOEMY, U Y OOBIYHBIX JTIOTEM.



— 4 u He 3HANA...

Ia 1 oTKyma el 3HaTh? OHa Bedb BCIO KK3Hb Oblnla Oecrnipu3opHulieii. OHa TONIBKO CHIBIIIANA, YTO IeHb
POXKAEHUS IPa3gHyeTCS M YTO UMEHUHHUKY BCe OOJIXKHEL AaPUTh ITOapKHU.

— Huyero cTpamHsoro, — CHOBa Hadasl IJIaiuTh ee 110 rojoBe ToMmac.
“Mens 3a pebeHKa fiepxkar?”’ — gyMaia Maiisi, HO pyKy He yOpasa.

OHu ellé KaKoe-To BpeMs ITOTOBOPUIIK ¥ Tocyie ToMac pemust BCé XXe He 0TBJIeKaTh Maiiio 0T paOoTH
¥ OTIIPABUJICS 3aHMMAaeTCsd CBOMMHU [eJIaMu.

A korma Malisg oBepHyJlach K MeCTy, Tie NOJIKHa pabdoTaTk, To yBUAena cnuny Kum. [To Bcen
BUIMMOCTH Ta paboTaja, moka Matis 6onrana.
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