[Tpocuyncs KopOX NpUBA3aHHBEIM K CTYIIy B KAKOM-TO TEMHOM IoABajie. [lepe HUM CTOM C YalllKOu
Yas ¥ OOHOM XKa/lKoi ceykKou Ha HeM. CBedYKa 3Ta He MOrJjla HOpMaJibHO OCBETUTh KOMHATY, U yK€e B
11are OT CTojia OBUIO HUYero He BUOHO. X0Ten0Ch 6exkaTh 0TCI0fa, HO BepeBKa Oblla CIUIIKOM TYTOH
u TsKesou. CIipaBa OT HEro cTosiyt am0ast. BeipaxkeHue ero, KOTopoe OBIIO CJI0KHO Pal3rismeTh u3-3a
TEMHOTHI, OBIJI0O MpPaYHBIM U XMYPHEIM. B pyKe jlexkarna Tsxesnas gyouHa.

IKopaxK 06JIU3HYII CBOHU T'yOHI.
“Kakoro uepta?! Kak s 3mech oka3ancs?!”

Bcé kak B TyMaHe. BO3M0OXKHO ero o4eHb CHJIBHO YeM-TO OTPEeJIH, Pa3 OH He MOXKeT BCIIOMHUTD
HenaBHUE COOLITHUS.

Cawm [I2XK0op[K COBEepPIIeHHO Tobii. X0JIOOHEIM KaMeHb COTPUKACcAeTCs ¢ ero 60CEMU HOTaMu. To u
Iiesnio ero mpobupaeT APOXKb U OT X0JI0fla B IIOMeIleHuH. [T0MBITKY IIPOTHATh ee 0e3yCIeIHE, U OH
TOJIbKO CUJIbHEE TPSCETCH.

W TyT B TEMHOTE OTKPHLIBAETCS IBEPb.

[TOTOK XOJTOMHOTO BeTpa, T'YISIOMIKM 3a ITPefesioM KOMHATH], o0maeT [I2Kop/Ka C HOT OO TOJIOBHL.
CTaHOBUTCS ellle X0JIOOHEH.

Ho BMecTe ¢ X0710[0M B KOMHATY 3aXOOUT ¥ AeByIIkKa. Ha Hell yepHoe 6apXaTHOE IIaThe, IOJ0UTOe
MEeXOM M KpaCHas MaHTHS IOBepx. KpacuBoe nuIlo, mpekpacHsle cefble Boaock. Ho camoe riaBHoe. ..
TO, YTO HEBO3MOXKHO 3a0kITh. bombINKe PO30BLIE TJ1a3a, U3JTydalolIue cBeT. [IpuueM He B
TIEPEeHOCHOM CMEICTTe — [[KOPOK YBUIEI CBETSILIMECS B TEMHOTE TJla3a elle [0 TOTO, KaK CMOT
TIOJIHOCTBIO YBUIETH JIUIIO.

IKopaXK MpeKpacHO 3HaeT UM OeBYIIKU. AHHA CHUela 3a CTOJIOM neper HuM. [IpsMo HallpoTHUB.
AHHa 3aroBopua IepBOu:

— 3apaBcTByH, [IXKOpPAXK.

— 3maposga.

II>KOpOK CTapaJjiCcs BBITJIAIEeTh 6eccTpalIHo.

— Ceiiuac Th Oygelrs 0TBe4YaTh Ha BOIIPOCH], €CJIM XOYelllb KHUTh.

— YT0 mo-BaleMy MOXET 3HaThb OOBIYHEIN TOPTall?

JIumio AHHBI OBITIO CYPOBO U HempoHuaeMo. Ho Mex oy 6poBeil Mpoxoausia OfHa ejie 3aMeTHas
MOpIIUHKA. [[2KOPIXK BCEM CBOM €CTECTBOM ITOHSIJI, YTO OHA 3JTUTCS.

— ... [IkopaX... {1 He UCTIBITEIBaIO 0C000 K TeOe HenpusasHU. [103ToMy OyIb KaK MOKHO CTOBOPYUBEE.
— ... Ecnu 310 4TO-TO, 4TO S 3HA0, TO HEIIPEMEHHO OTBEYY.

— 3aMeyaTesIbHO.

Pyku AHHHI cKpeleHHl. [IpaBast Hora 3a6poleHa Ha JIeBYIO.

— Kak TrI y3Han o “BenukoM Mopo3se”?



— ... ITogcnyran pa3roBop ABYX apuCTOKpaToB. OHU OCTAHOBUJIUCH HA CBOEM aBTOMOOGHIIE PSIIOM CO
MHOM ¥ pa3roBapuBanu 06 3TOM.

— ThI XK€ TOHKMMaelllb, HAaCKOJIbKO HEIPaBAomnoq00HO 3By4YaT TBOU CJI0BA?
— Ho aTo nipaBpa.
AHHa B3[bIXaeT.

— Xopotio... Tel — obpalaeTcs OHa K CTosAIIeMy psamoM ¢ [[xKopaxkeM ambany, — MpUTAIIK ciofia
JKEeHIIVHY.

kkekekk

“Upunot” — mymana AHHa.

Hy Kak M0KHO OBITH HAaCTOJILKO TYyMHIM? HeyKeu OH yMaeT, YTO OHA ITOBEPUT B 3Ty UyIIh? AHHA He
Takas mobpas ¥ HauBHas, Kak Tomac. OHa MPeKPacHO 3HAET, KaK YCTPOeHa XKU3Hb.

Kusubp — 6opnba. boprba 3a To, YTOOBI OBITH CHACTIIUBHIM. M [J1g 3TOT0 HYKHO O0OPOTHCS CO BCEMH.
Bernp cuacTbe TBO€ BCerga MellaeT CYacThbio APYTOro.

A OTOMY OHA He CHUJIBHO TO ¥ 3MMTCS Ha JIKopaxka. [IoToMy OHa He 37MUTCS HA YeI0BeKa, KOTOPHIi
OBl 01 Heé Hap3upaTeseM. IIpoCTo UX CYacThe HEMHOTO MeIIaeT OPYT OPYTY.

Ho, ¢ gpyroii cTOpoHEI, OHa HeHaBUOUT Malito. OHa MOXKET CTaTh CUILHEIM NIPENSATCTBUEM K
TJIaBHOMY 3JIEMEHTY ee cuacTbs. AHHA Ha caMoM fene Ooutcst Maiito. Boutcs, 4To Ta MOXeT 3abpaTh
y Hee Tomaca.

W umeHHO 3TOT CTPax IMOpOXOaeT B Hell HEHABUCTh.

kckekk

B nepBrIf pa3 AHHA MOMOOHBIM CTPaxX UCIBITHIBAIA OT OOHOM FOPHUYHOM, KOTOpas TakK e, Kak ¥ OHa,
Bmiobunacs B Tomaca.

To, Kak OHU MHUJIO 00IIaNIKNCh MEXIY CO00M - ITOPOXKOAJI0 3aBHUCTh. To, Kak ToMac XOpOII0 OT3hIBAJICS
0 Hell - TopoXkKpaaso crpax. To, Kak OHa NuIia K HeMy - IOPOXKAaj0 HEHaBUCTh.

Ee yBonuiu, HO CcTpax oCTasCH.

“4To ecyii OHU BCTPEeTATCS B ropope? Urto ecnu Tomac MPUTIACUT ee paboTaTh y ceOsi B TOMeCThe?
YTo ecnu...”

AnHa He MorJia criaTh. He Moria ecTh u uTh. 3a YTo OBl OHA He Opanack IOIy4Yasoch U3 PyK BOH
TJ10X0. A BCE ITIOTOMY 4YTO OHa 60si/1ach ¥ He MOTJia JyMaTh HU 0 4eM, KpoMe 3TOTO.

AnHa pemmmuiia 1000POTL CBOM CTPaxu. B3TrIsHYTH UM B I'/1a3a.

Torpma nmepeq Heit cupena oOHaXkKeHHas eByIIKa. MicryranHas, maadyinas, yMmossioias... Camo
BOILJIOIIEHUE HUYTOXKHOCTH.



— [dd... XA-XA! Kak g morma Boobire 6oatcsa Tebs?! Kak g morna cuutats TEBA cBoeit
conepuuien?! Thl BEIb TAKAA XKAJIKAH!

Ho ctpax He oTcTyman.

W oHa Havana KCKaXKaTh ee Tejo. MckaxkaTth Tak, 4yTOOH HA OOVH MyX4YWHA HE B3TTIAHYII Ha HEe.

U BoT pe3ynbTaT ee paboThl. McIiyraHHoe, Inavylnee, yMOJISIOIIEe... 1 HEBEPOSITHO YPOAJIUBOE TEJIO.
Ho cTpax BcE eie npu HeH.

Ona BUpena neper ria3amMu CLeHy.

Tomac MogXomuT K IIavyIieMy Teso. IIposBisieT CBOMCTBEHHOE TOJIBKO eMy COUYBCTBHE. 3a0upaeT K
cebe U HauuHaeT 3a00TUTCH.

Her. [Togo6HOTO HENH3S OOMYCTUTb.

Y oHa yOuia rOpHUYHYIO.

Ho nocne cogessHHOT0 IPUXOOUT HECBOMCTBEHHBIE €1l CMYIlleHUe, CThI U YYBCTBO BUHEI.
“U KTO Xe U3 HaC N0-HaCTOAIIeMY XKaJloK?”

Kommnnekcrl. YyBCTBO HemonHOIeHHOCTH. HeyBepeHHOCTH B cebe. [TapaHoiis.

“9T0 BCE PO MEHH.”

OHa He pmacT 0oJIbIlle BEIXOA 3TUM YYBCTBAM.
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Mais...

Manenbkas 3auka. HeyBepeHHas B ce0e. M siBHO He Takas KpacuBas, Kak AHHa. OQHUM CJIOBOM —
XKaJkas.

Cpa3sy ke BeicMeATh ee. HykKHO mToKa3aTh ToMacy HaCKOJIbKO AHHa JIydlle.

Ho Tomac Bctynuicsa 3a Maiito.

O6upa. OHa BeOb yKe He TakKasi, Kakod Oblta Torpma. M TONBKO YTO 9TO foKa3asa.
“Hy>KHO OTOMCTUTH ei”

Ho Toii Ke HOYBIO:

— JTO He OHa XKaJikaf, a 4...

Ona BcnOMHKHaa TOT MOMEHT U, HaKOHeI, IOHsJa To4yeMy ToMac oTpyrai ee. AHHa CHOBa faja
BBIMTH CBOEH XKaJIKou yacTu. CoBCceM KakK Torfa.

Ona xoTena 3aKomnaTh CBOA CTpaxu. Bonekie HUKOrma He CTAHOBUTCS TaKou. Ho B uTore... HU4ero He
N3MEHUJIOCH.
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“Yrobnl 1epe6OPOTH CBOM CTPaX, Hy>KHO BCTPETUTCS C HUM JIUILIOM K Juily. Tak 3Ke Bpoae roBopsT?”

[ToTomy AHHa corjacunachk XOOUTh ¢ ToMacoM K Malie, XOTh Ta BCE TaK Ke ee pa3fpaxana. Ho,
HECMOTPS Ha 9TO, OHa CTapaeTcs o0maThcs ¢ Maiiel, Kak HU B 4eM He ORIBaJIO.

U teMm HU MeHee... epen AHHOM, TaK Xe, KaK U TOrfa, BCIJIBIBAIOT KapTHUHEL: ToMac yXoauT ¢ Mauveu
B 3aKaT, OCTaBJIAA €e OJHY. ITU CTPAIIHble CHBH OHA BUNUT KaXKABIM OEHb.
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Kak-to pa3 Tomac npuiiien paHbliie, 4eM 00LIYHO.

B TOT MOMEHT Ha ee cTojie ObUIM pa30pocaHbl KHUTHY U Y4eOHUKHU, KOTOpPhle Hellb3s II0Ka3biBaTh
Tomacy. X HyXKHO CIIpATaTE.

Y Torpa ona nopymana: “HyKHO oTIIpaBUTH €ro 3a aHaHacaMu. OHU Be[lb eMy IIOHPABUJIUCH.”

TouHo. B nocnegHee BpeMs 0OHa Hadajla peBHOBaTh K Malie yKe He TaK CHUJIbHO, KaK paHbIle. ITOT
mar cTaHeT Ojsd Hee ¢puHANbHBIM. OCTaBUTh €ro HaegruHe ¢ Hell. MOMEHT, Korga OHa OKOHYaTeIbHO
mepe0opEeT CBOIO KAJKyI0 CTOPOHY.

9TOT 1mar o3HaMeHyeT 1o0eny.
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[— IToBTOpIOCh. {4 Bepio B Hero. Ecnu THL He BepPHUIIlh €My, TO IIOBEPh B MeHsI. B MOI0 yBEPEHHOCTH B
HEM.

— 4... xoporo. ]

“Ho Kak ke TH He BUOuIlb, Tomac? OTu mBoe Tebss 00MaHBIBAIOT. IIPOCTO XOTST UCIIOIH30BATh.
cnacy Tebs or Hux. [Iokaxy Tebe UX IPS3HYI0 CTOPOHY.”

C 3TUMU PafOCTHEIMU MBICIISIMU OHA CTOsJIa Ieper OTLOM.
— Tax 3ayeM TH npumna? — o6paTUics oTel K AHHe.
— MHe HyXHBI JIIO[U.

ITocne 3TUX CIOB COCTpOHIIa MAaKCHUMaJIbHO CEPhE3HYI0 MUHY.
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s OOIIPOCA 3TOI'0 TOJICTAKaA JTI0JU, KOTOPhIE pa6OTaI-OT Ha ee ponHTeneﬁ, 3aXBaTHUJIU elle U ero
CEMBIO. ITH HaeMHHUKH CKa3aJlk, 4TO Y HEero Ba pe6eHKa — MaJIb4YHK U OJE€BOYKa.

— PaSPGU.II/ITe HOI/IHTepeCOBaTbCH? — Torga AHHa KHWBHYJIAa B OTBET, — 3ayeM BaM ero CeMbs?

— [Ins 6onee 3dPeKTHBHOTO [OIpPOCa.



— Ho Tam Xe coBceM feTH... Manb4yuKy efiBa 11 CEMb JIET UCIIOJIHUIIOCH, a JeBOYKa...
— Mue nneBaTh.

OHa, HaKOHEI], CMOTJIa IIepeGopoTh CBOIO XKaJKyI0 CTOPOHY. [foka3asa cebe, YTO yKe He Takas
JKaJIKasi, KaK paHbIIIe.

“¢ 6onple He Xxankad. I cMoria cebe 3TO moka3aTh. S mesao 3To, YTOOH 3aluTUTL Moero Tomaca.”
Ho aTo camoobmaH.

'me-To B ry6uHe Oy AHHA IOHMMAaeT, YTO 3TO JIMIIb IIPesIor. YOUTh BCIO UX CEMbIO, YTOOH
coenath Matie 60mbHO. YTOOB He AHHA, a Maiisl BHITIISAENO XKalKko. YToOb caMOyTBEPAUTCS 3a ee
cueT. YToOH oKa3aTh cebe, 4To oHa ny4diie. CoBCeM KaK paHbIIIe.

I'me-To B ry6uHe Oyl AHHa IIOHMMAaeT, YTO OHa He u3MeHuack. OHa BCE Tak XKe JaeT CBOeH
JKaJIKOM CTOPOHE B3STh Hafl 000 BEPX.

OHa BCE TakK ke 00UTCS, UTO ee MIOOUMEIH YULET.

JInanro mst MeHs 9To KPAMHE mpotuBopeunsas riasa. Ho magHo.
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