[xopox 1 Maiisl yKe 3aKpBLUIA JIaBKy.

Maiis cefiyac KaK pa3 coOMpaeTcs UATH IOMOM, HO [[2KOpPIK OCTaHABIIUBAET €e€:
— Iloctoit, Matig. d gomxkeH Koe-uTo Tebe cKa3aTh.

— MMmm?

[KOpOX caguTCs Iepeqd Hell Ha KOJIEHU UM KJlafieT PYKy el Ha Ijie4o. Maiisi BOIPOCUTEIbHO CMOTPUT
Ha Hero. [Tomo6HOe poucxonuT BrepBbie. Ha monHoM mnutle [I2KoppxKa mosiBnsieTcs mobpast yneioka,
YTO COBEPILIEHHO He IT0X0Ke Ha ero 00LYHOe yTPIOMO€E BhIpaXkKeHue.

— Maiisi. [ToMHHUIIB, KaK MBI BIIEPBBEIE C TOOON BCTPETUIIUCE?
Huxkorpa etie ero ry0sl He JBUTANIUCh TaK MSTKO.
— Maus... U3BUHU MeHd 3a TO, YTO S TOTHa Chenall.

— Het! — Maiis Hayana onpaBAbBaTh [KopAxKa, — B TOM, 4TO TOrfa CIy4YuUI0Ch, BUHOBaTa
HUCKJIIOUUTEIIbHO 5!

[IKopox Me[JIeHHO MaXaeT CBOEU I'0JI0BOU:

— TToBeps, 3a 3T0 5 TeOs He BUHIO. [azke HA060pOT. BuHOBAT mpexkme Bcero 5. Trl Gblyla TPOCTO
MeBOYKOI, KOTOpast XOTeNa BEIKUTh. — JI2KOpHAXK 00HsT Maiiio

B 06BATUSX 3TOTO TYYHOT'0 MYXKYHMHE Maiisi 4yBCTBOBasa ce0s 3alUIIEHHOMN.

— To, 4TO THI yKpaia TOTOa ONHY Ka/lKyl0 MOPKOBb, He [laBaJjio MHe IIpaBa Tak TeOs n30uBaTh.
[TosTOMY... U3BUHHU.

B cmoBax ero YYBCTBOBAJIdCh HCKPEHHOCTE U FHYGOKOG YyBCTBO BHUHEL

— Ho kak ke TH BEIPOCJIA 3@ 3TH MATh MecsieB. CpaBHu cebs IPOIITYI0 U ce0s ceiyac - MpoCTo He
y3HATh! — BOCKIMKHYI [7KOPIK U OTTOIKHYJ Maiiio BCE elle IIPOJoiIKasi IepKaTh ee 3a MIedH.

OH Hauasa ocMaTpuBaTh ee: MUTIOBUIHOE JIAIO, YyTh IPUIYXJIble YyBCTBEHHEIE I'yORI ¥ OOJIbIINE
rna3a. [[JTMHHEIE BOIOCH HUYEM He MTEePeBsI3aHbl, a IIOTOMY ITafai T'yCTON MacCOM C TOJIOBHL.

— Tri moB3pocnena! JIuiio yke He TaKoe, KakK paHbIlle - XyI0e, C BCE BpeMs XKaJIOCTIUBLIMU T'Jla3aMHu -
a xkuBoe. M KaxkIbIl OeHb BCE JIydlle u Jiy4ine! 3aMeTh - THl 2Ke MTOYTH IepecTana 3aukaThes! A
YBEPEH, YTO ellle HeMHOT0 Ha0paTh Beca U ThI CTaHeIllb HeBEPOSITHOM KpacaBuilei! [Is cBoero
BO3pacTa, pa3yMeeTcs.

Kak xe mpusaTHo. Kak xe npusiTHb Oblu Maiie ero cnoBa. OHa He MorJjia IOOHSATH I'1a3a OT
CMYILLIEeHUS U faxXke Havyald HaBOPaYUBaTLCA CJIE3El CYACThI.

— Maiis... s 6e3 mpeyBeIM4YeHUsT MOTY CKa3aTh, YTO 3@ 9TO KOPOTKOE BpeMsI THI [IJis MEHS CTaja
POMHBIM YeJI0BEKOM. MOXKHO [laXke CKa3aTh, YTO THI IJIT MEHS KaK [I0Yb.

— ... *XHBIK*.

Maiis He Morja IIOBEPHUTEL B CBOE CHACThE. Ona OTOpBala CBOM B3TJIS[ OT I0JIa U IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha
H}Kopn}Ka. Ho He cMorma ero HOPMaJIbHO Pa3rjiisgaeThk. Crne3ssl 3aCTUJIaNM I7la3a U Jejaiu ero JIUI0



PAa3MEBITHIM.

— 4 moroBopuI CO CBOEM XKEHOM HAac4yeT TOTO YTOOHI THI XkKuJja y Hac. OHa cornacuiach. Tenepb ThH
MOXKEIb TIepeexaTh K HaM.

— H-Ho *xHBIK* M-MHe *xJTf0orT* MHe ellle Hy2KHO *XHBIK* cOOpaTh CBOM BEIIH...
— Koneuno! ITpuxomu 3aBTpa CO CBOMMU BelllaMU ¥ TI0CJIe PabOThI MBI OTIIPABHUMCS [TOMO.
Iomoii. Temepb OHA CMOXKET XKUTh C [IKopaxeM. Terneps y Hee OYIET CEMbS U JOM.

Maiist pa3peBesach ele CUIbHee IIPeXHero U co Bcel Cuikl 00Hsa [IKopaxka, pa3Ma3kiBas 10 ero
ofexpe CBOU comnu 1 ciue3nl. Ho [IKOpaX ee He OTTalKuBall.

Maiisi ¢ yBepEHHOCTh MOXKET CKa3aTh, YTO CErOfHS Y4l JeHb B €€ XKU3HMU.

kkokekk

3a BCIO XKU3Hb, 3T0 6611 CAMBIM nyummit feHs AHHEL

OHa mpomina, X0Th €l Ke ¥ IPUAYMaHHOe, UCIIBITaHKe, a ToMac prU3HaJics B J1I00BH, U OHU
oummanbHO cTanay mapoi. OHU pa3fenuiIu CBOU IepBbie pa3kbl. Y XOTh 3TO U OBIT ee IePBHI pa3, HO
OLIylIeHUe TOro, Kak ToMac ABUTascs B HEU OBIII0 He3aOBIBaEMO U HEBEPOATHO NPUATHO. OHU
OIlpefesIeHHO IOBTOPAT 3TO.

Hy a celiuac oHu BOBOEM JiexKaT Iof ofmesinioM. A Tomac elrle ¥ “CKOBaH” 00BSATUSIMU €€ TEIJIOT0
obHaxeHHOro Tena. OHA TaK IIJIOTHO MPUXKUMAETCS K HEMY, CJIOBHO ITBITAETCS CKJIEUTh UX BOEOUHO, a
TEIJIO IIePEeKaThIBAeTCS TOPIYNMH BOJTHAMU MeXK HX TellaMHu. Beck Mup 11 Hee PacTBOPHUIICT U
€IMHCTBEHHHIM pPeasbHEIM OIIyIleHKe CTalo TeJIo U 3amax ToMmaca... ¥ OIylleHre MOYKHU ero yxa Ha
sI3BIKE, KOTOPOE OHA MOCaChIBaET.

— OMM... AHHA?

— MMM? — MakKCHMAaJIbHO CO0JIa3HUTEIHHEIM I'OJIOCOM IIPOMBIYAjia B OTBET OHA, BCE elle MPOogoIKast
3aHUMAThLCS 3TUM.

— Hy... MOXeT npekpaTuls?

— Mer.

— Boo01e, mocre npu3HaHUS g XOTEN ¢ TOOOM KOe 0 UeM IIOTOBOPHUTb.
— Yoy.

— OMMm... H-my...

Y BupmeThb 3TOTO He Hafo OBII0, YTOOH MMOHATE — ToMac 04eHb CMYIIeH NaHHOM CUTyalue.
Vi3HauanbHO, KaK TOJIHKO IIPUILIE]I, OH XOTeJ IIPU3HAThCS el B TI00BU U 06CynuTh Koe-uTo. Ho cToumo
eMy IIPU3HAThCS, KAaK Ha Hero cpasy Habpocunuck! (Ho cToUT mpu3HATh, OH HE CUIBHO TO U
COIIPOTUBIIAJICSA) A BO BpeMs IIpoLiecca OH JaXKe KpaeM Ijla3a yBUAENl, UTO KTO-TO XOTeJl BOUTU B
KOoMHaTy. OTKpPBUI IBEPH, HO IIOTOM Cpa3y Xke 3aKpbii!

— Torpa g cKaxy ceildyac, — IbITaacd ToMac rOBOPUTh MaKCUMaJIbHO CIIOKOWHO, He CMOTPS Ha



CUTYyaLHIo.
— Hoa.

— ToT 1aBOYHUK, K KOTOPOMY MBI IIOCTOSSHHO XOIUM, IIOIIPOCHUII MEHS KO€, 0 YeM.
— MMwm...

— OH nonpocul MeHs CIacTé ero ceMbio oT “Benukoro Moposa”.

— ... UT0? — HakOHel] 0TOpBajach AHHa OT CBOEr'0 OUYEHb BaXXHOIO fiefia.

— OH IIOIIPOCUTI MEeHd CIIaCTU ero ceMbio 0T “Benukoro Mopo3sa”.

— B cmricne?! OTKyna oH 3HaeT npo “Benukuit Mopos”?!

AnHa 3a0panach Ha ToMaca yCeBIIHUCh IPSIMO Ha ero xkKuBoTe. OHa HaKJIOHUIA CBOE JIUIIO K eT0
CMOTpS TIPSIMO B ymop. besnbie BOJIOCH BOAOMAOM HUCIIaHadl Ha muio ToMaca. I'ma3a ero ot Takoro
67IM3KOro B3TJIsifA AaXKe Havalu MeTaThbCS U3 CTOPOHE B CTOPOHY.

— OMM... OH cKasas, 4TO YCIIHIIIAN 3TO OT apUCTOKPATOB, KOTOPhIe OCTAHOBUIUCH B aBTOMOOUIIE U
pa3roBapuBad APYT C APYTOM.

— Yt0?! Heyxemnu HalIeNCSA KTO-TO HACTOJIBKO TYIION?
— Hy... ckopee Bcero.

AHHe B 3TO HE BEPUIIOCh.

— Tomac, TH OEeUCTBUTENILHO BEPUIIIL €T0 CII0BAM?

— ... Ero cnoBam - ma.

B ronoce Tomaca cibliiasiack MaKCUMaJjIbHAs Bepa B 3TOTO YeJI0BeKa. YBEepeHHBIH ronoc u B3rysam. OH
CMOTPHUT el IPSIMO B I'jla3a ¥ He OTBOJUT MX, KaK [0 3Toro. He BEI3LIBAJIO0 COMHEHHH TO, YTO OH
a0COJTIOTHO YBEPEH B 9TOM 4ejioBeKe. AHHE BCerfa HPaBUJIOCh, KOTTIa OH CTAHOBUIICS TakuM. Ho He
HPABUJIOCH TO, UTO €T0 Bepa ceryac HalpaBieHa He Ha Hee.

“IToueMy OH BOPYT CTaJl TaK BEPUTH B 3TOT0 XKuUpAda? Korma mpousomnuiu nogo0Hee n3MeHeHus?”
Tomac XKe IPOmOIKNII:
— U g Xo4uy IoM0o4b eMy.

— IT-momoxmu! Ho 4TO eciu 0OH U3 BOCCTaBIIUX? YUTO €CIM OH UX areHT, KOTOPHIH JOJIKEeH COTU3UTCS
¢ To60#?!

— 4 3Ha10, YTO 9TO He Tak. f BEpIo ero cjioBaM.
— Ho... ato... U3BUHU 3a MOM CJI0Ba, HO 3TO MIPOCTO TIymo!
— Bo3MmoxHo.

— Torga! ...



— On ckazam: “4 npomury maxe He 3a ce0s. [Toxanyicra, cracu XoTst Obl Moux feTel. YTo O OHU
OTIIPABUJIKCH C TOOOM K reHepaTopaM. Torma s CIIOKOWHO ymMpy.” Bpsim nmu areHT ckasai Obl
nogo0Hoe.

— OH MoXKeT T000M ITPOCTO MaHUITYIUPOBATD!

— HOBTOpI-OCB. qa BEPIO B HETO. Ecnu TH He BepHIb €My, TO IIOBEPH B MEHA. B mor0 YBEPEHHOCTE B
HEM.

— 4... xoporuo.

Y on yneiOHyICsS. OH MPOTSHYN CBOM PYKH K ee IeKaM ¥ IMOATAIIKII ee JIUI0 K CBOEMY, IIPHA 3TOM CaM
cOMKasICh, U TIOIENIOBAN ee B TyObl. Y AHHBI OT TAaKUX ITOBOPOTOB PACUIMPHUIIKCh T'/Ta3a U MTOKPACHETIO0
nuno. Korma oH efiCTBYeT Tak yBEPEHHO HEBO3MOXKHO He 3aCMYLIAThCS.

“Ho mo aToro st OpI71a TaKOM yBEpeHHOM!”
Y Bcé XKe el ObIJIO KOE-UTO UHTEPECHO:

— T-Tomac... a moueMy THI PEIINI paccKa3aTh 00 3ToM MHe? Tkl Beib MOT IIPOCTO CAENaTh 9TO, He
paccka3biBasg MHE HUYETO...

— ... Teneps THI MOs1 feByIIKa. Kak s Mory He paccka3aThk Tebe 0 mogoOHOM? — ToMac SBHO
CMYyIIAJICS TPOU3HOCUTH 9TO, & TIOTOMY HEMHOTI'O IIOKpACHEN ¥ OTBeJI I'la3a.

AHHa Xe TI0CJIe 9THX CJIOB “BCOcasiach” B €ro I'yOHL.
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