HIkonbHBIN KOPUOOP.

Hakose1r-to! {1 menyio Be4HOCTH XKman 00roBopeHHOTo Yaca! Temeph 0CTanoCch onpaBAaTh 0KUOAHUS
Xonoguo¥ MMrmepaTpullbl, MoKa3aB CBOM NEOYKTUBHbLIE CIIOCOOHOCTH!

ToONIBKO BOT...

4 momoten K He, HO OHa [aXe He IIeJIOXHYIAach, IIO3TOMY S TOXKE PEIInyI IOCTOsTh. [Toxoxe,
XonopmHas MMmepatpuiia 3a KeM-To HaOmonaer... CTpaHHO, 3a KeM xe? IToCMOTpeB B Ty K€ CTOPOHY,
YTO U OHAa, 51 yIIepcs B3TJISNOM B [IeBYIIKY U3 IapasieabHoro Kiacca. YyBCTBY0 cebst He 0YeHb
KOMGOPTHO, CIIes 38 YeJIOBEKOM...

- MakoTo, - OTBIIEKJIa MEHS OT Nulle3peHus: Mmmeparpuiia.
A? XonopHast MmnepaTpuiia o6paTuiack Ko MHE 110 UMEHU?!
- A, a?! Y-4T0? - 3auKasiCh, IPOTOBOPUI 4.

OHa moMopIIMIach ¥ 3afajia CBOM BOIPOC:

- He 3ameTun ymu Tl 4ero-HuOyap HEOOBIYHOTO?

CHauarna s He MOHSJI, 0 YeM OHa TOBOPUT. TOIBKO CITyCTSI HEKOTOPOE BPEMS [0 MEHS [OIIIJI0, YTO O
IeBYIIKe, 3a KOTOPOM MBI paHee Habomay.

- [Ta Bpome O®I HET. A 4TO MEI BOOOIIE 3[eCh JeaaeM? - HeJJOIIOHUMAI 5.
HMmepaTpulla B3AOXHYJa, IIOCJE Yero B3T/IsHYJa Ha MEHS:

- Ta meByIIKa, KOTOPYIO TH TOJIBKO MOT BUETh, IIOMPOCHIIa HAaC HAUTH YeJI0OBeKa, B MIOC/IeNHee BpeMs
CIefsIero 3a Hel, - 00bsicHuIa XononHas MMmepatpuria.

Y-yT0?!

Tak B Halllell KOMIIETEHIIUU €Ille ¥ JIOBUTh CTaIKepPOB? KyTh.

- Tak, 3HAUUT, HAM Ha[0 XOOUTh 3a HEX U 10 BO3MOXKHOCTH HAWTH TOT'0 YeloBeKa? - CIPOCHUIT f.
OHa, KMBHYB, ITIOATBEPANIA MO€E IIPEIIIONIOKEHNE:

- Ecnu MBI IPUCMOTPUM 3a OEBYIIKOH, TO C OOJIBIION BEePOSTHOCTHIO BEIYUCIIUM €€ IIPeciieloBaTe .

U Bce IIPUIIIO K TOMY, YTO TEIIEPh 4 1 XosogHas I/IMHepanI/IHa CJIeOUJIN 3a HE3HaKOMBIM HaM
YEeJIOBEKOM... 3By‘II/IT CTpaHHO, KakK OBl HaC cCaMUxX CTaJIKepaMu HE Ha3Ballu.

KoneuHo, 51 ObI7T HEMMOBEPHO CYACT/IMB IIPOBOOUTEL BPEMS C IEBYIIKOM, B KOTOPYIO BmoOneH. Ho
BMECTE C 9TUM IIPUXOIUTCS TAHHO XOOUTD 3a KeM-T0. CUTyallus yxKe Iepelia Bce TPaHUIIb
I03BOJIEHHOTO. JX, HY, YTOOR HOOUTHCS CBOEH IIeNIM, HAaf0 MPOUTH 9TO MCIEITaHKE. A €CIIU HET, TO
MEHS TIOMPOCTY BHIIBLIPHYT U3 Ki1y6a, ma U o0ellaHue 5 He COEePXKY.

Takum o6pa3oM, 110 IyTH CNeAs 3a KEePTBOM, MbI JOLIIK [0 ee foMa. CraBa 00Ty, UTO OT LIKOJIE IO
3TOT'0 MeCTa PYKOH IofaTh. XOTh 9TO ¥ OBIJI0O HEMHOTO TJIYTIO, HO BO BpEMs CBOUX HaOIIONeHUH 5
3aMOMHHUIT ITAaPOYKY MTOMO3PUTENbHEIX Bele. Tak ke, Kak u 5, iMmeparpuiia He OTObIXajla ¥ TOXe
CMOTJIa UX 3aMEeTHUTh.



TaitHO ITPOBOJUB MEBYIIKY OO HOMA, MBI YIUIM Ha COCEIHIOI IIOMAAKY U, KYIIUB 10 OaHKe
0CBeXaloITell Ta3UPOBKY, CEeNIM Ha JIaBOYKY [IJIsS IIOABENEeHHUs UTOTOB U 00CYKIEHUsT CeTOMHAIITHIX
COOEBITHH.

- Utak, Muga Makorto, - cepbe3H0 oOpaTuiiack Ko MHe MMmepaTpuna.

Yro? Teneps oHa onaTh 0OpaliaeTcss KO MHe 110 UMEeHHU U GpaMunuen?!

- He yBunenu nu T 4ero-HUOyOb CTPAHHOT0? - 3a[lajla OHA YTPEHHUH BOIIPOC.
Tak, crout et 000 BCeM paccKa3arth.

- Ummepatpuna... O, TouHee, MHO3 ceMmnal, - 4YEPT, B TAKOW BazKHLIM MOMEHT 5 IIePEBOTHOBAJICS. -
VI3BUHUTE MEHS, ceMIaii! - TyT 3Ke BB S CJI0Ba C U3BUHEHUSIMU.

- Bce HOpMabHO, MOXKEIIIb ITPOOJIKATb.

- KXM-KXM, 9Ty HEBYIIKY TOYHO KTO-TO IIPECITIEAYET? - CIIPOCHUI 5.

WHo3 cemnall ynbIOHYIaCch, IOCTIE Yero cKasana:

- A Vyupo Ol mpas.

- A? O yeM BHI? - HETIOHUMAIOIIE TIOCMOTPEJI 5, U3-3a Yero HeBOJIBHO COCTPOUJI IIyIIOBATOE JIUIIO.

- Tak Te1, Uuia MakoToO, fyMaellb, 4TO 3a AEBYIIKOU 110 UMeHU Acano FOKO HUKTO He ClIeguT? -
nepecnpocuna Ummneparpuna.

Takoe 4yBcTBO, OyaTo MHOS ceMmaii Toxke forafganachk. 3HaAYUT, 1 He ONUH IIPUILE]T K TAKOMY
BLIBOZY?

- [Ta, moTOMY 4TO 3a BCE BpeMs, II0Ka MbI CIIEJUJIN 3a Hel, He IIPOU30ILJI0 HUYero CTPAHHOr 0, 3aT0 g
3aMeTusI OOHY UHTEPECHYIO AeTalb - ¢poTtorpaduio Munupo, CTOSBIIYIO Ha ee YCTPOUCTBE B KAUeCTBe
dona. K Tomy XKe s BCmOMHUJ, Kak 9Ta AcaHa KOKo HepeIKO MCIIOATHIIKA KPyTUIach BO3Jie HETO.
Vicxopst ©3 3TOTO, S MOTY NIPEAINOI0XKUTE, YTO OHA MPHUIIIa K HaM C MPOChO0M, YTOOH MMPOCTO JTUITHUN
pas yBumeThcs u moobmaThes ¢ Muupo. CnenoBaTeNbHO, 3a Hell HUKTO He CIIE[UT, - BBIJIOXKUI 5 BCIO
HaKOIUJIEHHYI0 HH(POpPMAaIHUIO.

HeoxupgaHHO MOCHIIIATKCH allJIOAUCMEHTH 0T XonogHou UMnepaTtpulibl. OT HEOKUAaHHOCTHU S YyTh
He TIOTEePXHYJICS.

- Xax, Mluma MakoTo, a Thl CMBIIIJIEHBIN Masibiii! X0Th MHE y2Ke U TOBOPUIN 00 3TOM, HO g XOTeNa
BOOYHIO YBUMIETh TBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH, YCTPOUB HEOOIBINIYIO IIPOBEPKY, - IOICHUTIA MMniepaTpulia.

- A-a-a, ceMmaii, Tak BH y2Ke 3HAJU? - YOUBUICA f.

- a, s1 Buepa monpocuia Acano KOko o HeGOIbIION YCITyTe U CMOTJIa OTMETUThL €€ HEPaBHOAYIITHOE
oTHoIeHue K Muupo.

Hy, ecnu yX u cemnaii 3HaeT, To 1 N9upo gaBHO OOJKEH OBLI 9TO MOHATH.
XornopHast MMmepaTpulia BCTana CO CKaMbU M, OTPSIXHYBIIKUCH, CKa3aa:

- Hy uto, Mupma MaxkoTo, mormuiu 1mo foMam? 3aBTpa Hamo OymeT coaTh OTYET O IMPofAelaHHON paboTe,



IIO3TOMY ceryac JIy4qiie OTOOXHYTh. Ila 1 TeMHeeT YXKe, Ha yJInulaX II10 HO49aM, T'OBOPAIT, He0e30I1acHO,
- IIOIIPOIaJiaCh ceMITau.

Xax, myMmaro, OHa IIpaBa.
- [Toxanyi, cornamuycs, - OTBETHUII .

¢ HempoW3BOILHO YIRIOHYIICS, TIOCTIE YeTro BEIOPOCUIT JOTIUTYI0 OaHKY C Ta3upOBKOil U coOpancs
OOMOH.

Kak HY cTpaHHO, HaM OBLJIO IO TIYTH.
Moe cepplie TpeneTano OT TOrO, 4TO A IPOBOXKaw MMnepaTtpuiy.
Ho...

BHe3amHo 13-3a yria MosBHUIICS TapeHb B YePHOM TOJICTOBKE C HATSIHYTHIM Ha JIMIIO KAITIOIIOHOM C
KaKUM-TO IIpeaMeToM B pykax. OH 3aMaXHYJICSI, BUIUMO, OUTOH, I1eJIICh B 3aTHIIOK CEMIIas.

Yro?
Kto on?
CToIl, MHE HelIb3s MeIINTh!

KakuM-T0 MakapoM OH He 3aMeTHJI MEHs, U, pa3 s JOCTATOYHO OJIU3KO0, TO YCIIel0 MPUKPHITh ceMIas!
4 cmenan pe3Kui PHIBOK BIEPE, TIOYYUB COKPYIIUTENbHEIH yap OUTON IPSIMO 110 TOJIOBE.

-A, 4epTt! - BEIpyraucs .
4 He oxkwupan, 4To OyAEeT HAaCTOMbKO OOJIbHO, 3TOT K03eJ... OH BJIOXKUJI BCIO CHJTy B 9TOT 3aMax!
- Makorto! - BCckpukHyna MMnepartpuna.

- Yeprt! CnwimuTe BH, yomogku! Bornble He cMelTe cinenuTs 3a AcaHo FOKo, oHa MOs ¥ TOJIBKO MOst!
Ecnu 51 Bac CHOBa yBUXKY OKOJIO Hee, yObio! - MpophIYasl HanafgaBIIui H...

BeccnegHo ucyes, CKPHIBIIKNCH B TEHH.

Ot mpo6upartoliei o KocTeit 60u 51 yraa Ha KOJIeHH, 0XBaTUB PYKaMU MeCTO, 10 KOTOPOMY IIPUIIET
yoap. ['onoBa TpelwurT, 1, MOX0xy, U4eT KPoBb... YepT!

- Makoro, Bce xopoio?! {1 cerdac ke BEI30BY CKOPYI0! - yclioKauBasia MeHs MMnepaTpulia,
OPOXKaIllMMK PyKaMH JOCTaBasi U3 CBOEro MopTdens TenedoH.

- He Hapo! - ocranoBurn ee s. - Mot foM coBceM 6IM3KO0, TaK YTO MIPUAY TyHa, ¥ MeHs IOAJIaTaloT, -
II0-OypaLKH yILIOHYBUINCE, C KPOBBIO HA I'OJIOBE OTBETUII 5. - Bugumo, MeI omrnbanuch, 3aBTpa
IIPUIETCS NONOXKUTh, 4TO 3a AcaHo FOKO Bce-Taku CIeNUT CTalkep. Xe-Xe...

CewMria¥, BEICITyIIaB MO0 MPOCKLOY, [OTAlMIa MEeHs 10 MOeTo IoMa, Toe POAUTENH 103aboTuIuch 060
MHe.

Kak xe s 6171 KpyT! K cyacThio, COTpsiCEHUS He ObIJIO, TaK YTO MHE ellle IT0Be3J10. Temephb, HafleloCh,
XornopHasa MMnepaTpuiia Biaobuiack B MeHs, Xe-Xe-xe, IIOTOMY YTO S 3alllUTUI €€ OT KPOBOKAIHOTO



CcTajikepa IOof YIPO30K CBOEU KU3HU!
U Bce xe...

CeropHs g OblT cUIIKOM OecriedeH. 3aCTaBUJI BOTHOBATLCSA poauTesne u Mmneparpuny. Eure
TIOCTIEIUI C BRIBOgaMu 1o meny Acano HOkKo...

YepT, Teneps 5 MOHKMAaI0, HACKOJIBKO HauBeH Tyn! TakuM 00pa3oM MeHs U U3 Kily0a BEILIBEIPHYTH
MOTyT!

A-a-a, uepTt, ecnu OBl 51 TOJIBKO MOT IIOBEPHYTH BPEMS BCIIATh, IIOCTYNXT Obl KApAUHAIBHO II0-
npyromy! TlpumeTcs 3aBTpa IPUATH B KONy ¥ 00BICHUTHCS mepen Muupo... Temeps MHE ocTaeTcs
JIUIIb MOJIUTBCS, YTOOBI MEHS ITPOCTHUIIH.

Ax, nmafiHO, 3aBTpPa PaHO BCcTaBaThk. M Hafio He 3a0bITh Mpo obemanue I'opo. Eciu MeHs He UCKITIOYaT,
s MOMXKeH HoOUThCS MPUHATHUS OpPyra B Kiyo0.

Xax, Tak OygeT HaMHOTO Becejiee!
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